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Growing in Grace 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

As we have been doing, we will explore some of the 
questions we might encounter when talking to people about 
our faith in Jesus. This month’s question is going to be a bit 
different because it the question itself tends to represent a 
misunderstanding about Christianity. Nevertheless, the 
question, “Are Christians legalists?” 

To answer that, we must first define “legalism”. A decent 
definition is, “Belief that people are saved by their works.” 
Right away, we can see that is utterly false. The Bible 
definitively rejects it, “We know that a person is not justified 
by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works 
of the law no one will be justified.” [Gal 2:16] 

But many people outside the faith think that Christians think 
that they are saved because they obey Jesus. While no truly 
faithful believer is a full-on legalist, sometimes those outside 
the faith have a point because Christians can sometimes act 
like legalists because legalism can been in a few somewhat 
subtle ways. 

One way legalism can sneak into people’s lives is making 
faith all about following rules. That can be deadly to faith 
because it disregards love and our relationship with God, 
both of which are essential to salvation. As 1 Corinthians 
13:3 says, “If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 
body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.” And as 
we are told in John 17:3, “This is eternal life, that they know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent.”  

Jesus encountered these kinds of legalists during His time on 

earth. One Sabbath day, some people brought a man with a 
withered hand to Jesus to see if He would heal him. Those 
people thought that healing was a work and therefore 
forbidden, but Jesus asked to them, “Is it lawful to heal on 
the Sabbath?” [Matt 12:9-14] The people had put following 
the law that God had decreed, at least as they understood it, 
above their love for the man that was suffering.  

Christians might run into this when they refuse might be 
reluctant to show love to someone because they think doing 
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Anniversaries 
Mar 1  Rudie & Carole Pletz (16) 

 
 
 

 

Birthdays 
Mar 1  Jennifer Mock-Wiley 
Mar 10 Dave Brown 
Mar 13 Alee Eason 
Mar 16 Matt Resner 
Mar 19 Doug Warneke 
Mar 22 Jacob Eason 
Mar 28 Susie Wiley 

so might break one of God’s laws. For example, some might be 
hesitant to be good friends with those who are not Christians. Of 
course, faithful people don’t want their friendship with others to 
lead them to disobeying Jesus, but true followers of Jesus can 
associate with people outside the faith. Indeed, Jesus Himself was 
known to be a friend to sinners. [Matt 11:19]  

Another way that legalism can come into believer’s lives is seen 
when they primarily follow the teachings of Jesus in ways that 
benefit them. Or they follow Jesus mostly to make themselves 
look good to others. Or maybe they obey Jesus only to the 
extent so that we their lives aren’t overly impacted. Basically, 
this kind of legalism is seen when people make obeying God a 
matter of convenience. 

Jesus met these kinds of legalists too. Jesus once rebuked some 
Pharisees for not honoring their parents despite that they most 
certainly knew God commanded them to do so. Those Pharisees 
were keeping their money instead of using it to support their 
parents and excused their sinful behavior by saying they had 
dedicated that money to God. [Mark 7:9-13] It seems that 
Pharisees wanted to look like they were being obedient to God 

but were really mocking God which never works. [Gal 6:7] 

Jesus said of these kinds of people, “Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 
for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in 
heaven.” [Matt 6:1] 

Faithful people might be drawn into this kind of legalism when 
they act significantly differently when they are around other 
believers. Or when they expect others to obey the hard 
commands of Jesus but excuse themselves. 

Perhaps though, the worst form of legalism is honestly believing 
it is true. It happens when people think they can be good enough 
for God. That’s usually easy enough to see, but there is another 
side to it. It can happen when people create their own rules 
about how to live a properly Godly life. That’s bad enough, but 
it gets even worse when people try to impose those rules on 
others.  

Jesus also found these kinds of legalists. About them Jesus said, 
“They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move 
them with their finger.” [Matt 23:4] This is a particularly terrible 

(Continued from page 1) 
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In January 2024, Grace Lutheran Church experienced Plate Contributions 
of $9,570.10 versus Expenses of $15,756.43 resulting in a $6,186.33 operating defi-
cit.  GCCC raw income came in at $58,658.00 versus raw expenses 
at $47,098.92 resulting in a $11,559.08 operating surplus.  Combined results for 
GLC and GCCC, then, is a $5,372.75 operating surplus.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Janet Wentz, Treasurer 

Jan Surry, VP 

sin because it tends to make faith a competition and it 
elevates the self while at same times devaluing Jesus and 
his sacrifice. 

One the clearest times this was seen was when Jesus 
told story a Pharisees and tax collector. The Pharisee 
said, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.” The tax collector said, “God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!” Jesus said only the tax collector was justified. 
[Luke 18:9-14] 

But there would also seem to be another danger, 
rejecting legalism to the point that someone rejects all 

rules and lives life however they see fit no matter what 
Jesus or His disciples commanded. But as Jesus said, “If 
you love me, you will keep my commandments.” [John 
14:15] While no faithful person should never think that 
obeying Jesus earns their salvation, they must still obey 
Jesus. And, blessedly, Jesus gives us the power to obey 
His own commands. As we are told, “It is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.” [Phil 2:13] 

So, “Are Christians legalists?” No. We saved by faith 
alone and we obey Jesus from our hearts out of 
thankfulness.  

Pastor Joshua 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Bible Quiz – Notable Women, and Some Less Notable 

1. Who was the mother of Midian? 

2. What is the name of the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household 
manager? 

3. Who is the only Egyptian queen mentioned in the Bible? 

4. What Egyptian woman found the infant Moses in the river? 

5. Who is the only named daughter of David? 

6. What two women workers in the Lord did Paul mention in 
Romans? 

7. Who was the wife Haman of Persia? 

8. What were the names of Lamech’s wives? 

9. What servant woman of Leah’s became the mother of two of 
the tribes of Israel? 

10. What were the names of Adam’s daughters? 

Bible Quiz – Notable Women, and Some Less Notable - Answers 

1. Genesis 25:1-2 

2. Luke 8:1-3 

3. 1 Kings 11:14-22 

4. Exodus 2:1-10 

5. 2 Samuel 13:1 

6. Romans 16:12 

7. Ester 5:9-14 

8. Genesis 4:17-22 

9. Genesis 30:9-13 

10. Genesis 5:4 
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The gi  of two goats from someone like you 
gave Jumma Ram the promising future she 
deserved.  Jumma's mother excitedly 
welcomed the new goats to the herd – along 
with the knowledge on how to properly feed, 
house and vaccinate them.  As her growing 
herd produced milk and offspring, she was 
able to create a steady income.  Since 
receiving the goats, Jumma's health and 
school a endance has dras cally improved—
her mother can now afford to buy soap, 
detergent and warm clothes, and the whole 
family eats fresh vegetables from the li le 
garden outside their home.  

Educa on is one of the best ways to escape 
the cycle of poverty.  However, 132 million 
girls are not in school globally – and the 
number is growing.  Your gi  today helps 
change that. 

In His love, 

Carole Covlin, President 

 
 

 

 

Save the date! Saturday, March 2, 2024 

The West Hills Lutheran Women in    
Mission Spring Gathering 

Theme:  Comfort and Security 

Isaiah 40:1 ~ "Comfort, comfort my   
people, says your God." 

 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church  

5650 SW Hall Blvd in Beaverton 97005 

8:30am – 9:00 Registration 

9:00am – 11:30am Project – Blankets for 
Project Linus 

11:30-- 12:00 Devotion  

Lunch and business at noon 

Project/Ingathering: Making blankets for 
Project Linus 

Scissors (marked with your name). We will 
carpool, leaving at 8 am.  

In His Service, 

Gail 

Mission Servants will be handing out colored 
envelopes to support Lutheran World Relief. You 
may turn the envelopes in at any time during Lent. 

If you pay with a check, please make it payable 
to Mission Servants.  
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The Value of Family Worship in a Church Service 

When a Christian reads about family worship, they rightly think of the practice of worship within the 
home. Indeed, family worship is an indispensable instrument for instilling both old and young with a con-
sciousness of the Lord, His Word, and our call to worship. However, this article is not addressing family 
worship in this context, but our combined worship as a fellowship every Sunday at Grace Lutheran Church 
(GLC). 

If you visit many evangelical churches, it is not uncommon to have separated worship services, with chil-
dren, teens, and adults attending separate services. There are a multitude of practical reasons to do this, 
but is this truly the body of Christ uniting in worship once a week? I think there is evidence that God views 
believers in multiple ways. First, He views us as individuals. Jesus died on the cross for me and for my sin. 
This is a very personal and direct reality. Second, God sees us a member of a family unit. In this context, 
He does not see dad, mom, children, and grandparents, he sees a single entity called by your family name. 
Consider the Philippian jailer in Acts 16. Paul and Silas were unjustly placed in prison. They were singing 
hymns and praying and God miraculously opened the prison doors. The jailer was terrified that they had 
escaped and was so afraid of the consequences that he was about to kill himself, but Paul yelled out and 
prevented him from doing so. The Lord used this event to convict the jailer and he asked Paul “…what 
must I do to be saved.” Act 16: 31-34 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.”  32  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house.  33  And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and 
all his family were baptized.  34  Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; 
and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household. 

Finally, I think that God views us as a single entity called Grace Lutheran Church during our church ser-
vice. He does not call us as three separate entities, GLC Children, GLC Teens, and GLC Adults, he views 
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us as one entity for the purpose of corporate worship. The purpose behind the liturgy reflects this reality, 
we all act in one accord, worshiping our Triune God as one united body of Christ, not as a collection of 
individuals doing our own thing. To this end, the Board of Education has determined that every fourth 
(4th) and fifth (5th) Sunday of every month will be a combined family worship with no children’s church. 
This will allow the entire body of believers to gather and worship as a single entity called GLC. We will 
continue offering Sunday School on the first three Sundays of every month for now. We will continue to 
pray and consider how we should proceed in the future in regard to combined worship with or without 
Sunday School.  

With Warm Regards, 

 

Steve Pollard, Elder, Board Education Chair 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
51737 S. Columbia River Highway 

Scappoose, Oregon  97056 
 

COMMITTED TO SHARE AND GROW IN 
THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST! 

C HE CK  U S  O U T  ON  T HE  W E B  

W W W . G RA CE S CA PPO OS E . OR G  

Blood Drive at Grace 
 

Saturday, March 16 

9-2 
 

51737 Columbia River Highway 

Scappoose, Oregon  97056 

 

For an appointment, please visit red-
crossblood.org 

Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 


