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Growing in Grace 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Let’s con nue to explore some of the challenging 
ques ons we Chris ans might face as we live our live 
for our Lord and Savior. This month, “How are 
Chris ans called to engage culture?” 

It would seem to be rather clear that in many ways we 
simply do not live life the same way Jesus did. For 
example, Paul commanded his readers to “Greet one 
another with a holy kiss.” [2 Cor 13:12] Yet, in our 
culture, it is perfectly acceptable to shake hands. 
Kissing was the common gree ng in those days, 
shaking hands is now. 

Even some of the most moving stories in the Bible will 
affect us differently the people Jesus originally 
interacted with because we do not live in the same 
culture Jesus did. Consider the account of Jesus 
washing His disciples’ feet. [John 13:1-20] In those 
days, washing people’s feet was necessary because 
people traveled by foot for the most part and that in 
sandals. Consequently, people’s feet got very dirty. 
When Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, they weren’t 
surprised that that feet were being washed for they 
had that done to them countless mes in the past, but 
they were shocked that Jesus, their Lord, was washing 
their feet. Usually that task was le  for the lowliest of 
slaves.  

Even though Jesus directly said, “If I then, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another's feet.”, it doesn’t seem likely 
Jesus intended for us, in our current culture, to 

physically wash each other’s feet as it is now 
unnecessary. Certainly there is something for us to 
learn; namely, If Jesus is truly our Lord, we will live like 
Him and obey Him.  

So when Jesus said, “Whoever would be great among 
you must be your servant, and whoever would be first 
among you must be slave of all.” [Mark 10:43-44], we 
strive to obey Him, but not by washing feet but 
serving others. For us foot washing might look more 
like teaching our youth, singing in the choir, serving on 
a board or helping host a funeral. We may enjoy those 
things, but nonetheless doing those things is serving 
others.  

Like Paul said, “Do nothing from selfish ambi on or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves.” [Phil 2:3] Really living like that, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, might be hard, but 
that may indeed be the point. Some mes we might 
not deeply desire to serve others, but that can be a 
part of being servant, serving when we might want to 
do other things. 

Paul also spoke about this in another way. “To the 
Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those 
under the law I became as one under the law (though 
not being myself under the law) that I might win those 
under the law. To those outside the law I became as 
one outside the law (not being outside the law of God 
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Anniversaries 
Jan 20 Steve & Jan Surry 

 
Birthdays 
Jan 2 Spencer Squires 
Jan 3 Boyd Ruby 
Jan 8 Bart Grabhorn 

Jan 8 Charlie Layton 
Jan 10 Jake Hull 
Jan 14 Allison Brown 
Jan 15 Harry Squires 
Jan 18 Doug Hutton 
Jan 24 DeeDee Morse 
Jan 26 Cooper Nelson 
Jan 28 Don Wentz 

but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law.” [1 Cor 9:21-22] 

To the Jews, Paul was unmistakably ac ng immorally by doing such things as not insis ng that all Chris ans get 
circumcised. Likewise, to the Gen les (those not under the law) Paul was commanding them to exclusively limit sex 
to one’s spouse which they may have considered a denial of a natural pleasure.  

It seems like we find ourselves in much the same situa on as Paul, living in a culture, or even cultures, with which 
we might have a hard me rightly associa ng. But it seems the only thing we know we can do is obey Jesus when 
He spoke clearly. When someone asked Jesus, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” Jesus said, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” [Ma  22:26-40] 

So if whatever we would do would show love, God’s defini on of love, we do it. If what we want to do would 
violate one of God’s laws, it would not show love and so we must not do it. For a par al list of acts that are against 
the love of God look to such places as Gala ans 5:19-21 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.  

While all that might sound like people would accept it and us, we can’t forget that showing God’s defini on of love 
and rejec ng anything that goes against will not look loving to many. People hated Paul for what He did; they 
thought he was the one being unloving.  

Like Jesus said, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you.” [John 15:18-19] But in the end, we live for God not other people because God alone is our 

Savior because He alone died for us. Pastor Joshua 
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 In November 2023 Grace Lutheran Church experienced Plate Contributions 
of $7,945.39 versus Expenses of $13,552.48 resulting in a $5,607.09 operating defi-
cit.  GCCC raw income came in at $58,090.00 versus raw expenses 
at $47,208.27 resulting in a $10,881.73 operating surplus.  Combined results for 
GLC and GCCC, then, is a $5,274.64 operating surplus.    

Respectfully Submitted, 
Janet Wentz, Treasurer 

Jan Surry, VP 
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Bible Quiz – The Old Testament in the New – Questions 

Each of the following verses are Old Testament quotes found in the New Testa-
ment. Name the Old and New Testament book, chapter and verse in which 
they are found. 

1) Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree. 

2) The one who does them shall live by them. 

3) Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in 
labor! 

4) Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit 
with the son of the free woman. 

5) He put all things under his feet. 

6) He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 

7) When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men. 

8) Let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor. 

9) Be angry and do not sin. 

10) Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh. 

 

 

Bible Quiz – The Old Testament in the New - Answers 

1) 1. Deuteronomy 21:23 

2) 2. Leviticus 18:5 

3) 3. Isaiah 54:1 

4) 4. Genesis 21:10 

5) 5. Psalm 8:6 

6) 6. Isaiah 57:19 

7) 7. Psalm 68:18 

8) 8. Zechariah 8:16 

9) 9. Psalm 4:4 

10) . Genesis 2:24 
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On Saturday, January 6, there is a Parent Education Seminar 
"Raising Godly Generations: to Face the Secular Giants". This is a 
free event at Word of Grace Bible Church in Battleground, WA. 
 
 
· 8:30 am - doors open for public  
· 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. - Battle for the Heart: Education in the 21st 

Century - Heidi St. John  
· 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. - Parenting Kids to Face the Giants - Ken 

Ham, CEO of Answers in Genesis.  
· 12 – 1 pm Q&A with Heidi St. John and Ken Ham  
 

No registration required.  Please see Steve Pollard if you have 
any questions, comments or if you are interested in carpooling. 
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Let Robbie or Mr. Tom know. We are looking to add a few NEW faces to our already amaz-
ing Sunday School Team. Our current team is: 

� Mr. Tom 

� Robbie Burum 

� Kristin Person 

� Steve Person 

� Steve Pollard (backup) 

 

Sunday School volunteers are required to be background checked in compliance with our Safe 
Sanctuary guidelines. If you have any questions regarding this, please see Robbie. 

 

Each Sunday that youth Sunday School is offered, we have 2 volunteers lead a lesson together.  

� 1 volunteer is the "sermon/lesson" provider and the other volunteer coordinates the craft/
snack/activity portion of the lesson. 

� For example, Mr. Tom provides the structured service portion (prayer, offering, lesson) and I 
provide the activity portion. 

 

If you have any questions about being a Sunday School volunteer, please see Mr. Tom or Robbie.  
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Mission Servants will start the New Year with a meeting on Thursday, January 12th at 5:00 in 
the Fellowship Hall.  We hope to plan activities and mission opportunities for the winter 
and spring.  If you have any ideas for projects or activities that you would like to see at 
Grace, please tell or email one of the following gals:  Carole Pletz, Gail Walker, Jan Surry, 
Jeanne Hutton, Sherry Shafer or Carole Covlin.  Also, you are invited to join us on the 12th.  
We would love to have you share with us. 

Again, we want to thank all of you who provided gifts for the Christmas Giving Tree.  Your 
generosity brought smiles to those who benefited from your giving. 

In His love and joy, 

Carole Covlin,  
President, West Hills Zone 

 

¥ Tuesday, January 
12th @ 5:00P — 
Mission Servants 
Meeting 

� Love came down at Christmas. We, as Chris-
tians, know this without a doubt. Love one 
another with the patience to listen as others 
speak and the concern to really care about 
their problems, however small they may 
seem to us. We are all bearing some kind of 
burden in this life. Christian friends divide our 
grief and double our joy. 

� The next fellowship committee meeting is 
Sunday, January 31st after church. Join us for 
fellowship & brainstorming!  

Gail Walker 
Fellowship Coordinator 



  

 

  

 


