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Growing in Grace 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Seeing as how we will soon be celebrating 
the birth of our Lord and Savior, let dive 
into some questions about Christmas 
and the miracles surrounding it. 
Was Jesus really born of a virgin? 
When the angel Gabriel told Mary, “You 
will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus.” 
[Luke 1:31] Mary responded with, “How 
will this be, since I am a virgin?” [Luke 
1:34] Or, as some other translations put 
it, “How will this be, since I do not know a 
man?&quot; 
Also, Matthew’s Gospel reveals that Mary 
becoming pregnant with Jesus was the 
fulfillment of a prophecy form Isaiah 
7:14, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel.” [Matt 1:23] 
While the original prophecy written in 
Isaiah did use a word that can either mean 
“virgin” or just “young woman” 
(without definitive reference to sexual 
experience), the phrase translated as 
“virgin” that Mary said and the word used 
by Matthew when quoting the Old 
Testament prophecy can only refer to 
someone who has not experienced sexual 
intercourse. So, if we are to believe the 
New Testament, Jesus was absolutely 
born of a virgin. 
Many people find that absurd as it is 
physically impossible. And guess what? 
They’re right. In the normal course of 

events, virgins don’t birth to babies, but 
that is precisely why the birth of Jesus 
meant so much. It was one of many 
miraculous signs that Jesus was not only a 
man, but was, in fact, God in the flesh. 
Mary, being a reasonably intelligent 
person, knew this as can be seen by her 
question to the angel. Joseph also knew it, 
as can be said in his decision to leave 
Mary when he learned she was pregnant 
with a child that wasn’t his. [Matt 1:18-19] 
The real issue wouldn’t seem to be the 
virgin birth itself, but that some people 
deny miracles could ever occur in the first 
place. That question was answered last 
month, but, essentially, there is no reason 
to assume miracles can’t happen 
because that is merely the logical outcome 
of assuming God doesn’t exist and 
assuming that is, at best, an assumption 
without definitive proof. 
For we who believe God exists and that 
He is Almighty in that He can do anything 
He wants to do, making a virgin give 
birth to baby would surely be within His 
power. After, we are talking about the God 
who created the universe out of 
nothing. [Gen 1] Creating a baby would 
sure seem to be easier than creating an 
entire universe. 
Was Jesus born on December 25? 
This is a rather complicated question. To 
start with, the Bible itself does not give a 
precise date. Still there are some 

(Continued on page 2) 

DECEMBER 2023 



Page 2   Growing in Grace 

 

Birthdays 
December 10 Pat Hoag 
December 19 Josie Luker 
December 20 Janet Wentz 
December 27 Ruth Oster 
December 30 Hayden Liao 
 

Anniversaries 
Greg & Kara Orr — December 5  

The true meaning of Christ-
mas is the celebration of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Join us 

details that might suggest certain times. For example, we are told that just after being impregnated with 
Jesus, Mary met Elizabeth when Elizabeth herself was six months pregnant. [Luke 1:36] We are also 
told that Elizabeth was impregnated soon after her husband Zacharias served as a priest in the temple 
during the division of Abijah [Luke 1:5] which was a schedule set in the Old Testament Law. [1 Chron 
24:10] Taking all that together would seem to suggest that Jesus was born 15 months after the division 
of Abijah served in the temple. (It’s 15 months because it’s 6 months of Elizabeth’s pregnancy plus 9 
months of Mary’s pregnancy.) Some scholars maintain that the division of Abijah occurred in June or 
July which would put Jesus being born in September or October. But other scholars say it is not 
possible to know when the division of Abijah served and so not possible to rule December out of 
possibly being Jesus’ birth month. 
 
We are also told that the shepherds were in their fields when Jesus was born. [Luke 2:8] Some scholars 
maintain that shepherds would not have been out in field in December as it would have been winter 
which meant cold and rainy weather. However, other scholars maintain that the winters in Israel were 
relatively mild so the shepherd could have been outside even then. 
 
So what are we to think? Recall what was said at the beginning of this question. The Bible itself does 
not give a precise date. The date December 25 was chosen in 525 AD when Pope John I 
commissioned a monk named Dionysius Exiguus (“Dennis the Short”) to calculate the date of Jesus’ 
birth. The methods Dionysius Exiguus used to do that are beyond this short newsletter, but the 
important point is that he was not under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as were the New Testament 
authors. 
 
We are not celebrating December 25; we are celebrating Jesus. Specifically we are rejoicing in the fact 
that the Almighty God of the universe loved us sinners so much that He became a helpless baby just 
like all of us were at one point just so that He could later die on the cross and be resurrected so that we 
could be forgiven and live forever with Him. That Good News is worthy to be celebrated every day for all 
eternity, including December 25. 
 

Pastor Joshua 
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In October 2023 Grace Lutheran Church experienced 
Plate Contributions of $9,574.10 versus Expenses 
of $14,329.89 resulting in a $4,755.79 operating defi-
cit.  GCCC raw income came in at $54,995.00 versus 
raw expenses at $54,131.67 resulting in a $863.33 oper-
ating surplus.  Combined results for GLC and GCCC, 
then, is a $3,892.46 operating deficit.  
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Janet Wentz, Treasurer 

Jan Surry, VP 
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Bible Quiz – Change of Life, Change of Name—Questions 

What were the original names of these people from the Bible? 
 
1. Abraham and Sarah 
2. Israel 
3. Joshua 
4. Peter 
5. Paul 
6. Mara 
7. Zaphnath-paaneah 
8. Belteshazzar 
9. Jehoiakim 
10. Zedekiah 

 

 

� Thank you all for your support of the Reformation Day celebration. It was fun! We will be hav-
ing a potluck after church on Sunday, December 17th. There is a sign up sheet in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Please plan to attend! 

� Check the January newsletter for our next Fellowship meeting. Please be thinking of ways we 
can come together in fun and fellowship during this next year. 

� Love came down at Christmas. We, as Christians, know this without a doubt. Love one an-
other with the patience to listen as others speak and the concern to really care about their 
problems, however small they may seem to us. We are all bearing some kind of burden in 
this life. Christian friends divide our grief and double our joy. 

Gail Walker 

Fellowship Coordinator 

Bible Quiz - Change of Life, Change of Name – Answers 
1. Genesis 17:5,15 
2. Genesis 32:28 
3. Numbers 13:16 
4. John 1:42 
5. Acts 13:9 
6. Ruth 1:20 
7. Genesis 41:45 
8. Daniel 1:6-7 
9. 2 Kings 23:24 
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Sunday, November 12th, eighteen ladies and 1 child (little Susie) gathered at the Warren Country Inn for a fun time 
at our Ladies Lunch Out. Fellowship, laughter, and good food was had by all.  Mark your 2024 calendar for the next 
Ladies Lunch Out on Sunday, February 11th, 2024. 

It was a busy few months as Jan Surry and Robbie Burum organized our annual Fall Holiday Bazaar held the first 
Saturday in November.   The Fellowship Hall and classrooms in GCCC were buzzing with all the tables and items 
for sale.  The newly added “Café Grace” was a wonderful addition to the bazaar.  Thank you, Jan and Robbie, for 
organizing this fun event. 

The Giving Tree is also going up.  Thank you to Carole Pletz for printing off the gift tags, Gail Walker for being 
our coordinator with Columbia Care Center, and Cindy Squires for coordinating with the Scappoose Fire Depart-
ment.  All gifts with their tags should be returned to Grace and put in the barrel or on the narthex 
shelf by Sunday, December 10th.  If you purchased clothing, please also get a gift receipt in case it 
doesn’t fit and needs to be returned.   

We will be sponsoring a Wrapping Party and Soup lunch on Wednesday, December 13, 2023, from 11 til 
noonish.  We hope you will come and enjoy fellowship, as we wrap and ribbon these gifts from Grace that will 
brighten the joys of Christmas for other families and individuals.  

Mission Servants next meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 5th at 5:30.  All ladies at Grace are welcome to come and help us 
plan mission projects and activities for the 
coming year.  

In His love, 

Carole Covlin,  
President, West Hills Zone 

 

¥ Tuesday, December 5th @ 
5:30P — Mission Servants 
Meeting 

¥ Giving Tree Gifts due Sunday, 
December 10th  

¥ Wednesday, December 13 @ 
11A —Wrapping Party & Soup 
Lunch  

¥ Sunday, February 11th—Ladies 
Lunch Out after Church 
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WHY DO SOME CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE FRIENDSGIVING? 
Not everyone uses Friendsgiving as a replacement for the holiday. Some still intend to have turkey and stuffing with family members on the actual 
holiday. This Friendsgiving tradition allowed for a group of teens from Grace + a few friends to break bread with new Christian friends in Van-
couver (St. Johns Lutheran Church & Christ Community Church). 

Thanksgiving often has its historical roots in friendship and community, so it would make sense to throw a Friendsgiving celebration to delight in 
these gifts from God. We praise God, and we do life together. Thank you Steve Pollard for coordinating this event and allowing me to bring 
along a few extra guests. The group may not have mingled much, but it was great to meet new friends and say hi to ones we have meet before.  
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COMMITTED TO SHARE AND GROW IN 
THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST! 

C HE CK  U S  O U T  ON  T HE  W E B  

W W W . G RA CE S CA PPO OS E . OR G  


