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Growing in Grace 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Let’s continue to explore some of the tough questions we 
Christians might face either from people hostile to God, from  
a honest seeker or even from ourselves.  

This month’s question, “Why do you believe in miracles?” 

This question is related to a topic we have reviewed before, 
the interaction of faith and science. Of course, as anyone 
who has seen my children’s messages before can see, I do 
not in any way think faith and science are incompatible.   

In his book, God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and 
Ethics, CS Lewis wrote, “One is very often asked at present 
whether we could not have a Christianity stripped, or, as 
people who ask it say, ‘freed’ from its miraculous elements, a 
Christianity with the miraculous elements suppressed. Now, 
it seems to me that precisely the one religion in the world, or, 
at least, the only one I know, with which you could not do 
that is Christianity.” 

It seems that is a good, even strictly necessary, place for us 
to start. Without miracles Christianity is impossible. Consider 
the greatest and most important miracle that ever happened 
or ever will happen, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
As Paul wrote, in 1 Corinthians 15, “If Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 
We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not 
raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead 
are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ 
have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we 
are of all people most to be pitied.” [1 Cor 15:14-19] 

But all that doesn’t exactly answer the question; it’s more 
that it proves that we must believe in miracles if we are to 
believe in what the Scriptures reveal to us. But why should 
we believe in miracles that we read about in the Bible? After 
all, numerous people have any number of miraculous claims, 
but we don’t believe in all of those. 

Believing in miracles makes perfect sense if God is who the 
Bible says He is. To start with, God is Almighty. That is, God 
can do anything He desires to do. As Jeremiah prayed to 
God, “Ah, Lord God! It is you who have made the heavens 
and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched 
arm! Nothing is too hard for you.” [Jer 32:17] As God replied 
to Jeremiah, “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is 
anything too hard for me?” [Jer 32:27] 

God created everything that has been created. “For by 
[Christ] all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him.” [Col 1:16] And God is the reason we continue to exist. 
Like Paul said, “In him we live and move and have our 
being.” [Acts 17:28] 

CS Lewis defined a miracle as, “an interference with Nature 
by supernatural power.” Given that God is what the Bible 
reveals He is and did what the Bible recorded He did, God 
could easily do that. 

The opposite understanding of all that is assuming miracles 
are simply impossible, a naturalist worldview. But the issue is 
that there is no reason to assume that naturalism is true. It is 
not, in any way, the “default view”. The most neutral view 
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BIRTHDAYS 
Nov 2—Evan Hull 
Nov 5—Lesle Ruby 
Nov 6—Aimee Krenz 
Nov 8—Joshua Wiley 
Nov 20—Connie Nelson 
Nov 23—Deb Liao 
Nov 24—Hezekiah Wiley 
Nov 29—Georgia Squires 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 Nov 16—Steve & Lori Pollard (32) 

·  Sunday, November 5 

would be to investigate miracles as they are encountered and determine whether those particular miracles are true. One good 
starting point would be to consider the source. If someone is known to be dishonest or wants something from you, being 
skeptical about their miraculous claims would be reasonable.  

But the God of the Bible wants nothing from us as He needs nothing from us because He already own everything there is. [Ps 
24:1-2] He offers us eternal life for nothing. “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all.” [John 6:63] It is only by 
believing in the miracles of the Scriptures that we can be saved. As John wrote in His gospel, “These are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” [John 20:31] What better 
to believe in than that? 

 

Pastor Joshua 

 

Bible Quiz on page 4! 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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In September 2023, Grace Lutheran Church experienced Plate Contributions 
of $8,427.26 versus Expenses of $14,015.70 resulting in a $5,588.44 operating deficit.  GCCC 
raw income came in at $53,340.50 versus raw expenses at $58,289.98 resulting in a $4,949.48 
operating deficit.  Combined results for GLC and GCCC, then, is a $10,537.92 operating def-
icit.  
 
NEWS FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL 

¥ Pastor Joshua has a new microphone. Please give feedback to Steve Layton or Jan Surry on the 
sound quality. Loud enough?  

¥ We are looking for the church flag. If not found, Marilyn Stender would like to purchase one to have 
in sanctuary. 

¥ Board of Education looking for ideas to increase youth group attendance. Ideas? See Steve Pollard! 

¥ The Preschool yard in front will be filled in with dirt around sidewalks and grass reseeded as needed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Janet Wentz, Treasurer 

Jan Surry, VP 
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 Bible Quiz – Questions 
1. Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.  
2. Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 

anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold. 
3. Thus says the LORD, “Set your house in order, for you shall die; you shall not 

recover.” 
4. Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers. 
5. Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of 

Egypt? 
6. Remember the word that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, say-

ing, “The LORD your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this 
land.” 

7. And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David 
my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come 
in. 

8. Oh that my vexation were weighed, and all my calamity laid in the balances! 
9. Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth. 
10.This is John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; 

that is why these miraculous powers are at work in him. 
 

Write your answers down 1-10 and turn into the 
church of ce by November 20th to be entered into 
the November drawing.  
 
October’s winner was Cheri Layton. Bless you Cheri 
for playing! Your prize is located on the elder’s table. We picked 
out the perfect mini pumpkin just for you! 
 
The prize drawings will end in 2023 unless others wants to donate 
monthly prizes. If interested, see Robbie in the Church Of ce.  

� Make sure to enter for December! prize 
with be epic!!! - In His love, Robbie 
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We had been collecting school kits for Lutheran World Relief. These were packed on Sunday, October 1st 

following the church service. Our Cheerful Comforters have been diligently working on quilts. We had 

Quilt Sunday and the Blessing of the Quilts and School Kits also on October 1st . 

On Saturday, October 7th , Mission Servants hosted the West Hills LWML Zone Rally. Our guest speakers 

were Joyce and Ron Schultz from Child Beyond International. Registration began at 9:00am followed by 

the blessing of the ingathering of infants and children’s shoes, singing, and Schultz’s presentation 

explaining the mission work the Child Beyond International does by providing a Christian orphanage in 

Guatemala. We had a special activity planned after a short break and then lunch was served while we 

also had our business meeting. We were excited to host this event for the West Hills Zone. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carole Covlin,  
President, West Hills Zone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¥ GRACE LUTHERAN BAZAAR – Saturday, No-
vember 4th —9:00 to 3:00 – come for a fun be-
ginning of the holiday season. 

¥ Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 7th in 
the Fellowship Hall at 5:30. All ladies are wel-
come. Hope you will join us as we plan for the 
Christmas season and beyond! 

¥ COMING SOON – LADIES LUNCH OUT following 
Sunday service on November 12th at the War-
ren Country Inn. 

Bless those who helped pack the 
Quilts & School Kits: Jeanne & Doug 
Hutton, Cindy Squires, Jan & Steve 
Surry and Tina Ulmer! 

* LWR Quilts – 101 (WTG Cheer-
ful Comforters) 

* School Kits – 100 (WTG Jennifer 
& GLC volunteers) 

Quilts have also been donated to our 
local veterans & Randall’s children 
hospital.  
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IT IS ALMOST TIME! VOLUNTEERS & BAKED GOODS STILL NEEDED! 
 
Church bazaars are a great way to bring people together and raise funds for the church. Our hol-
iday bazaar supports our Mission Servants & our youth group. We plan to hold this event annu-
ally, and offer a variety of items such as handmade crafts, baked goods, jewelry, books, toys, 
and more.  
 
Bazaars are an excellent opportunity for people to socialize and get to know each other better 
while supporting a good cause. However, organizing a church bazaar requires a lot of planning 
and effort. It can be challenging to coordinate volunteers, collect donations, and set up the 
event. If you are interested in volunteering, please see Jan Surry.  
 
Volunteer Opportunities—See Sign Up Sheet outside the church office: 

¥ Setup 6pm on Friday, November 3rd & 8am on Saturday! 

¥ Greeters 

¥ Tear Down 3:30pm on Saturday, November 4th  

¥ Food Service at Café Grace—food handler’s license, preferred 

¥ Donate bake sale items & desserts to the café! 
 
Our church receives a small participant fee from vendors which is split better LWML & our 
youth group. LWML will also have a table to sell quilts made by our Cheerful Comforters and 
miscellaneous rummage table items. 100% of these sales from this table goes directly to 
LWML. We are also adding “Café Grace” to the event. Participants can buy a lunch & take a 
break in the café (aka daycare room). Funds from the café go to LWML. 
 
In conclusion, church bazaars can be an enjoyable and rewarding experience for everyone in-
volved. Bazaars provide an opportunity for people to come together, socialize, and support their 
community. Please consider volunteering! 
 
In His love, 

Jan & Robbie  
Bazaar Coordinators 
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I AM BROKEN 
This generation is in the midst of an identify crisis (see Gal 2:20).  The first four articles discussed Gods passion for us, that I am 
known, I am uniquely designed, I am never alone, and I am loved.  The next four articles will be talking about our position before 
God, that I am broken, I am forgiven, I am secure, and that I am set apart. This article is a slightly edited version of an article taken 
from the book “Flip the Script: Disrupting Tradition for the Sake of the Next Generation”, by Chuck Peters, Jana Magruder, and 
Stephanie Salvatore. 

You are Broken. 

The reality of this truth hits deeply and it should. We saw in previous chapters that most young people (and older people as well) in 
this generation do not believe in absolutes. The notions that people are sinful by nature and deserve sin’s punishment are antithetical 
to their worldview.  However, this generation is very aware of brokenness.  We see the brokenness in our world and in our lives. 
Our thoughts are broken, our relationships are broken, our motives are broken, and our perceptions are broken. 

Isaiah 53: 4-6 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5 But 
he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 

We can help people recognize that without Jesus, everyone has a positional identity of brokenness before God.  When Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God, they broke their relationship with Him. Sin is not just the wrong things we do.  Sin is woven into our very na-
ture.  We are sinners from birth. As we teach this truth, we must communicate that the natural default condition of our lives is bro-
kenness. 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because 
all sinned—  

1 John 1: 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

Fortunately, we are not broken beyond repair, and everyone needs to know where to look to find repair for this brokenness. It is 
not within. It is not through defining your own identity or trying again and again to reinvent or redefine yourself. This only leads to 
anxiety, futility, and hopelessness. The answer to brokenness can only come from above.  We cannot change our identity of broken-

(Continued on page 11) 
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ness, but God can. He made a way for us to be fully forgiven.  The good news of the gospel begins with bad news. 

You are broken. 

 
In His Service, 
Steve Pollard, Board of Education 

(Continued from page 10) 

We are looking at having a Christmas Program on Sunday, December 17th. I am 
coordinating efforts with Allison Neufeld in our preschool. 
 
More to come! 
 
In His love, Robbie 
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COMMITTED TO SHARE AND GROW IN 
THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST! 
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