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Growing in Grace 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

For the next few months, I’m going to go back to one of my 
favorite topics, apologetics (which basically means “defending the 
Christian faith”). I am going to try to answer some of hard 
questions we Christians might be asked. (If anyone has some 
suggestions for future questions, please let me or 
Robbie know and I’ll try to answer them.) 

Our first question, “Should Christians judge people?”  It is all but 
guaranteed that we have all heard someone say, “Judge not, that 
you be not judged.” [Matt 7:1] when they are confronted with 
wrongdoing. Jesus Himself said those words, but what did He 
mean?  

We know, intuitively if nothing else, that Jesus could not have 
meant that all judgment is wrong because that would mean we 
couldn’t even judge murder as wrong which would be nonsense. 

But on the other hand, we also know that Jesus would not have 
us going around and telling everyone we meet how sinful they 
are as that would seem to make us a lot like the Pharisees who 
were a group of people Jesus continually criticized. {Indeed, we 
could rightly say Jesus judged them which once again shows that 
not all judgment is wrong.} 

So then, how are we to judge rightly? Let’s go to some Bible 
verses. (I’ll bet some of you can guess some of the ones I’m going 
to quote.) 

Right after Jesus said, “Judge not, that you be not judged.”, He 
said, “Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but 
do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you 
say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 
when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take 
the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
the speck out of your brother's eye.” [Matt 7:3-5] 

Jesus’ teaching here would seem to indicate that we are to not 
judge others hypocritically. That much is clear, but there is more 
to it than that. By saying that we are not to judge people 
hypocritically, it seems to mean that we should not tell other 
people to stop committing a certain sin when we ourselves are 
unrepentantly committing that very sin.  

Being precise like that is important because it clears up some 
possible confusion. Even if we are committing the very sin that 
we tell others not to commit, it doesn’t mean that that sin is 
acceptable behavior to God. The conduct of the person telling 
someone a given behavior is a sin has nothing to do with the 
behavior being a sin.  

Think about it like this. A doctor could rudely tell someone that 
they have a fatal disease. That doctor might even have that fatal 
disease themselves. But even if that is the case, the person the 
doctor diagnosed with the disease has the disease or they do not. 
The attitude of the doctor is irrelevant. 

This relates to judgment in that the way we tell people about 
their sin doesn’t have any bearing on whether the behavior is 
truly sinful, but the way we judge people about their sin does 
matter to God and person judging and the person being judged.  

You may have noticed, I left one verse out of Jesus teaching on 
judgment, “For with the judgment you pronounce you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to 
you.” [Matt 7:2] 

That would seem to mean that the way we judge others, not 
what we are judging them for, is how judgments can go wrong. 
For the most part, God judges us with restoration in mind. God 
wants everyone to be saved, but to be saved people must known 
they need to be saved because they have sinned. We should not 
judge people by pointing out their sin just to make ourselves look 
good or make them look bad, but only to move them to repent 
and to make right their relationship with God.   

As we are told after the most well-known verse in the Bible 
(even more well known the “Judge not, that you be not judged.” 
one), “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” [John 3:17]  

Pastor Joshua 
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IRT S 
June 7 Janet Grabhorn 
June 13 Art Bieber 
June 18  Richard Squires 
June 20 Kim Bennett 
June 26 Bethany Hull 
June 27 Marge Trinklein 

 
IVE A I S 

June 4 Jeff & Judi Hayes (51) 

June 5  Gene & Ruth Oster (41) 

June 11 Boyd & Lesle Ruby (46) 

June 16 Harry & Cindy Squires (50) 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4-5: “Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it 
is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs."  

Bible Quiz – Jesus as a Child 
1. What was Jesus’ mom’s name? 
2. What was Jesus’ mom’s husband’s name? 
3. What gifts did the wise men offer to Jesus when He was very young? 
4. Why did Jesus’ dad take Him to Egypt when Jesus was very young? 
5. Who told Jesus’ mom she was going to be pregnant with Jesus? 
6. Who did Jesus’ mom visit when she learned she was pregnant with Jesus? 
7. In what city was Jesus born? 
8. Other than His mom and dad, who were the first humans to see the baby Jesus? 
9. What two people did Jesus’ mom and dad meet when they brought Him to the 

temple when He was very young? 
10. Why did Jesus’ mom and dad name Him Jesus?  

Write your answers down 1-10 and turn into the church office by June 22nd to be 
entered into the next drawing. May’s winner was Cheri Layton!! She is the recipi-
ent of “Bake Me A Wish” assortment of cookies.  June’s contest is for our youth. 
Participants MUST be 18 or under & can be assisted by a family member.  
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Financial News 

In April 2023 Grace Lutheran Church experienced Plate Contributions of $10,301.62 versus Expenses of 
$14,807.77 resulting in a $4,506.15 operating de cit.  GCCC raw income came in at $50,553.00 versus 
raw expenses at $53,710.79 resulting in a $3,157.79 operating de cit.  Combined results for GLC and 
GCCC, then, is a $7,663.94 operating de cit.   

¥ Ask Jan Surry about the Nominating Committee or Budget Committee.  

¥ Next Meeting June 19th, 2023  5:00 PM Zoom 
 
Voter’s Meeting News |Council Positions 

The following positions have terms that expire as of August 31st.  We will be voting at our August Voter’s 
Meeting on August 27th.  If you are interested in learning more about a position or would like to be nominat-
ed, please contact Jan Surry.  You can nd job descriptions on our church website in the Standing Rules  

¥ President  

¥ Council Secretary 

¥ Treasurer 

¥ 2 Elder Positions 

¥ 2 Trustee Positions 

¥ Financial Secretary 

 

St. John’s Donation Proposed Uses 

We have been blessed with money that was donated to us from the unfortunate closure of St. John’s Lu-
theran.  Currently we have $35,000 remaining after it was voted in January to install a Stairlift chair, which 
is installed and operating. Because of space constraints, the trustees are looking at some option for a ramp 
to access it from the Fellowship Hall or outside since it is installed with still two steps to maneuver.    

(Continued on page 4) 
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At the May Voter’s meeting voter’s were informed about two more proposals that were received. At the Au-
gust meeting we will be voting if we move forward with either of these options or not.  The council is still 
open to receiving any other requests.  You can send those to janetwentz@comcast.net  

  

Proposal #1-Purchase of a 12-15 passenger Van with following points 

1. Can be used for Youth Group, Quilters, LWML, GCCC or other church activities. 

2. Insurance would cost per year $600-$900 

3. No driver restrictions, but recommend clean driver record, member of church, and 25-70 years old. 

4. Estimated cost of used vehicle $20,000-30,000 depending on year.  

Factors to consider are ongoing expenses (fuel, maintenance), storage, etc. 

Please see the attached that is an email that the council felt laid out both opinions for and against.  Steve Pol-
lard opinions are in bold, italic and Phil Soth is in regular print.   

  

Proposal #2-Reader Board/Sign Replacement-Please see the quote in this newsletter. 

1. We received 3 options from Clark Signs in Scappoose.  

2. #1 is for us to repair base and put new sign on current base $7,230 (The current base is in need of re-
moval and replacement we do not have a quote for this work at this time) 

3. #2 is to remove current base and install pole and new sign $11,855 (Thought is to build something 
around pole to make it look nicer. 

#3 Sign with Electronic Message Center below $28,040 (The message center would be a scrolling sign) 

  

GCCC Outdoor Cover 

GCCC board approved quote for permanent covered structure that you will see being build in our back 
fenced yard by the parking area. 

It will be a 20’x20’ cement pad with wooden support columns.  It will have a peaked shingled roof with gut-
ters and an approved plan to divert water to avoid muddy areas and puddling 

This structure will allow the children to get some outside time during inclement weather, but most importantly 
will allow as a transition space for students arriving on the bus to have snacks while preschool children are 
nishing their day and leaving.  Once preschool room is cleared they will use it for K-1 afterschool stu-

dents.  The structure will also be available on weekends for 
church use.   

  

In His Service, 
 

Janet Wentz, President 
Jan Surry, Vice-President 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

Spring Cleaning  

Downstairs 

Saturday, June 17th 

10am 
See Robbie in the church 

office to sign up! 
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I AM KNOWN 
In the first article (May 2023 Newsletter), I described the current identify crisis that is plaguing our cul-
ture today, along with the Biblical answer that our identify is in Christ (see Gal 2:20).  Now I want to 
start discussing 12 key truths regarding our identify in Christ, the first being I am known.  This article is 
a slightly edited version of an article taken from the book “Flip the Script: Disrupting Tradition for the 
Sake of the Next Generation”, by Chuck Peters, Jana Magruder, and Stephanie Salvatore. 

In a culture where people, and especially kids and students, feel invisible and overlooked, we need to 
know that every part of us is known by the God who made us.  Nothing and no one is hidden from Him.  
There are no secrets that can be kept from Him.  There is no place we can go that He cannot see us. He 
knows our thoughts, our motives, and our intentions. 

You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts 
from afar.  Psalm 139:1-2 

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all 
creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes 
of him to whom we must give account.  Hebrews 4: 12-13 

Even though God knows everything about us – all our secrets, the lies, the sins, and the mistakes – He 
still loves us.  People, and especially youth, may feel like no one notices them, sees them, hears them, or 

(Continued on page 11) 



  

 

maybe even that no one loves them.  They often feel invisible to those around them, but they are seen and 
known by God. In fact, they are never out of His sight.  God hears every worry, every fear, and every inse-
curity, and He cares about all of it. 

But whoever loves God is known by God. 1 Corinthians 8:3 

By pointing people to the true identify of who God is, we help them realize their true identities – known 
and extremely valuable. 

We are known by God! 
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Those who attended the West Hills Zone Rally 
at Living Savior Lutheran Church had an enjoyable 
time.  The fellowship and activities were wonderful.  
Darla Schulte, Recording Secretary for the Oregon 
District, reported from the Assembly of Leaders.  
Deb Weaver led us in a Soul Collage and reported 
from the Oregon District LWML.   So nice to see 
and visit with Deb and hear how they are settling 
into their new home in Junction City.  Zone Presi-
dent Debbie Vossler appointed Judy Chase as the 
interim West Hills Zone President until she can be 
duly elected next Fall per West Hills Zone Bylaws.  
Kira Parker, Zone Secretary, is also leaving this 
year.  The Zone Secretary position still needs to be 
filled. 

Grace Lutheran Mission Servants will be host-
ing the West Hills Fall Zone Rally on October 7th.  
Theme to be determined. 

May 7th the Mission Servants hosted a Potato 
Bar and Silent Auction.  A good time was had be all.  
Thank you to all who donated for the auction.  
Over $600 was generated from the auction and 
food donation.  This money is earmarked for schol-
arships for all the ladies at Grace who attend the 
national or Oregon District Conventions or the Or-

egon District Retreat to be held in Sep-
tember. Many thanks to all who donated 
for this event. 

80 quilts were taken to St. Andrews Lu-
theran Church for Lutheran World Relief.  
Our Cheerful Comforters are super!  It is 
amazing how many quilts they make in the 
short time between shipments to LWR.  

The Cheerful Comforters meet Wednesdays from 
10:00 to noon in the basement quilting room.  Talk 
to Jan Surry, Cindy Squires or Jeanne Hutton for 
more information. 

We will begin collecting items for LWR School 
Kits in June.  Jennifer Wiley is heading this up.  So 
be on the lookout for school supplies—Check the 
poster in the Fellowship Hall to see what is needed. 

Mission Servants will be hosting a potluck 
and bingo after church on Sunday,  June 
25th.  Mark your calendars for this fun afternoon. 

Our closing meeting for the summer will 
be on Tuesday, June 6th.  We will resume meet-
ing in September 2023. 

 
In His love, 

Carole Covlin, President 
West Hills Zone 
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In Person 
Whether it’s cash or check, we appreciate 
your kindness. Please place your donations 
in an offering envelope and drop them in 

the offering plate.  
 

Online (Vanco) 
Visit https://

secure.myvanco.com/

YQ4V/home and click 
the contribute icon 
to set up a one-time 

or recurring dona-
tion.  
 

Fred Meyer Rewards 
Earn money for your 

community organiza-
tion when you use 
your loyalty card. 

www.fredmeyer.com/
account/
communityrewards 

Organization Number: EN005 

St. Pauly Shed 
If you’re not familiar with the clothing do-
nation shed, 
it’s de-

signed to 
give our 
community 

a uniquely 
clean, con-
venient, and 
well-cared-

for option to donate their used clothing to 
be dispensed both here in the U.S. and 
worldwide, where they’re ultimately re-
worn by people who need them.  

Grace receives funding for donated cloth-
ing which helps fund our youth programs. 
Accepted items: clothing, shoes, belts, 

purses, blankets, sheets, curtains, pillow-
cases, and stuffed animals.  
 

Red Cross Blood Drives 
Saturday, July 29th 
Saturday, November 25th  
 

Every day, blood donors help patients of 
all ages: accident and burn victims, heart 

surgery and organ transplant patients, and 
those battling cancer. In fact, every two 
seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
51737 S. Columbia River Highway 

Scappoose, Oregon  97056 
 

COMMITTED TO SHARE AND GROW IN 
THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST! 

C HE CK  U S  O U T  ON  T HE  W E B  

W W W . G RA CE S CA PPO OS E . OR G  

SERVING IN GRACE 
Included in every newsletter is a list of Servants for the upcoming month. 
Is your name on it? Would you like it to be? A church is a congregation 
of servants and all service is valuable and greatly appreciated!  

Do you have interest in being an Usher? An Elder? A Greeter? A Sunday 
School Teacher? A Scripture Reader? An Acolyte (for our younger mem-
bers)? Provide Communion Care? Bring Altar 
Flowers? Each of these is needed every Sunday! If 
you have questions and/or wish to be more in-
volved in the service of our church, please speak 
with your Elder, or contact the Office Administra-
tor, Robbie Burum, at 503-543-6555 or 
church@gracescappoose.org.  


