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Growing in Grace 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

As I’m sure all of you know, Easter comes this April, 
April 9th to be precise. 
 
I ask all of you to pray especially fervently for our 
Easter service as that is a time that many come to our 
church that do not normally come to our church.  
 
We all have loved ones that do not confess Jesus as 
their Lord, so let’s focus our prayers on all that we 
might do to help those people turn to Jesus for 
salvation. 
 
While we should certainly be praying for the salvation 
of that anyone that is not saved, we are not doing so to 
convince God to desire to save them. Indeed, as much 
as we want our loved ones to be born-again, Jesus 
wants it even more. As we are told, “The Lord is not 
slow to ful ll his promise as some count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance.” [2 Peter 
3:9] And, “[God our Savior] desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” [1 
Tim 2:4] 
 
But there are, of course, things we can pray for to draw 
as many people as possible to our Easter service. (Or 
the Easter service of any Christian church.)  
 
Pray that we show love to any and all that come to our 
church. Like Jesus said, “By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” [John 13:35] 
 
Pray that we boldly and accurately proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. As we are told, “Faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” [Rom 
10:17] 
 
Pray that our music brings glory to God. As it is written, 
“Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation 
from day to day.” [Ps 96:2] 
 
Pray that we are bold enough in Jesus to invite people 
to our Easter service. As we are told, “And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never 
heard?” [Rom 10:14] 
 

Pray that no evil plans prevent people from attending 
our Easter service. As we read, “Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you.” [James 4:7] 
 
Pray that people enjoy our breakfast. As it is written, 
“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is 
to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.” [1 Tim 
4:4] 
 
Pray for all the people that put their time, effort and 
hearts into our Easter service. As the Bible says, 
“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” [1 Cor 
10:31] 
 
We can all be assured that all our prayers will be heard 
by God not because of us but because of God. As we 
are told, “This is the con dence that we have toward 
him, that if we ask anything according to his will he 
hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever 
we ask, we know that we have the requests that we 
have asked of him.” [1 John 5:14-15] 

 

Pastor Joshua 
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IRT S 
April 5  Marissa Liao 

April 7  Steve Surry 

April 11 Kathy Coddington 

April 17 Dina Vandeen-Garcia 

April 23 Lynnda Fuller 

April 29 Bill Covlin  

 

IVE A I S 
April 15 Tom & Dee Dee Morse, 34 Years 

April 28 Don & Janet Wentz, 39 Years 

April 30 Phil & Pam Soth, 46 Years 

 

Bible Quiz – Multiple Marriages 

1. What king had 700 wives and 300 concubines? 
2. Who was the first man in the Bible mentioned as having more than one wife? 
3. Who married sisters and Rachel and Leah? 
4. Who fathered 70 sons by his many wives? 
5. Whose father had two wives Hannah and Peninnah? 
6. What man had three wives named Judith, Bashemath and Mahalath? 
7. What king had wives named Ahinoam and Rizpah? 
8. What woman married two of Judah’s sons? 
9. What New Testament woman had five husbands? 
10. Who had Mahlon and Boaz for husbands?  

Bible Quiz – Teacher, Teacher – Answers 
The answers are not posted!!!! No, we did not forget. Write your answers down 1-10 and 

turn into the church office by Thursday, April 20th. Pastor Joshua or I will randomly select 

one person to receive a surprise! March’s winner was Cheri Layton!! 
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GLC had plate contributions of $8,812.62 and expenses of 
$12,910.37 resulting in a $4.097.75 operating de cit.  This was 
covered by a surplus from January contributions. 
 
GCCC income came in at $47,540 and expenses of $51,864.17 
resulting in an operating de cit of $4,324.17.  The de cit is 
caused by multiple factors and the GCCC board is implementing 
changes that will put GCCC back in a positive direction.   
 
Karen Kenehan, our new director, is doing a great job in working 
on staf ng and budgeting. Please keep this, our director, staff and 
board in your prayers as they work through this process.    
 
Please contact Janet Wentz or Jan Surry 
for council information. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Janet Wentz, President 
Jan Surry, Vice-President 
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Thank you so much to those of you who have al-
ready responded with your Lenten funds for the 
Season of Hope mission project for Luther-
an World Relief. Usually during Lent we give 
something UP, but Mission Servants are asking you 
to give of your resources, so we can fund some 
“Gifts of Love” such as clean water, mosquito nets, 
animals (hens and chicks, piglets, goats, sheep), 
seeds, Covid 19 Defense Kits, school supplies, and 
so much more. Please, if you haven’t already 
returned your envelopes for Season of 
Hope to Gail Walker, do so by Easter.  Let us 
praise our Risen Savior with an outpouring of grati-
tude for all He has done for us.  A CATALOG 
SHOWING THE PROPOSED GIFTS IS ON THE 
MISSION SERVANTS TABLE IN THE FELLOW-
SHIP HALL. 

 

APRIL is a busy month for all of us. 

� Please mark your calendars for 2 specific 
activities sponsored by our Mission Servants and 
West Hills Zone LWML.  On Sunday, April 
16 following church service we will be having 
our Ladies Lunch Out.  All ladies and girls of 
the church are invited for lunch and fellowship.  
Our location for this event is near the Scap-
poose Airport and is called “Farm to Table”.  A 
different location than previous years.  We are 
looking forward to a fun time.   

� The second activity is on Saturday, April 22. 
Our Oregon District LWML West Hills Zone 
rally.  It will be at Living Savior Lutheran 
Church in Tualatin, starting with registra-
tion from 9:00 to 9:30.  Spring is a time to be 
Refreshed and Restored, so come join us 
for a special treat with our sisters in Christ from 
other congregations in the Zone. Light breakfast 
and lunch provided. Carpooling will be 
available.  Please talk with Gail Walker, Carole 
Pletz, Jan Surry, Jeanne Hutton or Carole 
Covlin.  See the poster on the bulletin board 
above the Mission Servants table in the Fellow-
ship Hall. 

Mission Servants meet at 5:30 the first Tuesday of 
the month in the Fellowship Hall.  Our next meet-
ing is Tuesday, April 4th. 

 
In His love, 

Carole Covlin, President 
West Hills Zone 
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Hello Fellow Christians, 

I have some great news regarding a great resource 
for parents and grandparents of teens, youth min-
istry workers, and anyone else invested in a teen-
ager in today’s culture.  Axis is an organization 
dedicated to connecting parents, teens, and Jesus 
in a disconnected world.  Their mission statement 
reads: “ We build lifelong faith by helping 
parents and caring adults talk with their 
kids about what they otherwise wouldn’t, 
one conversation at a time.” Up until recent-
ly, people were required to pay for access to their 
resources, but thanks to a generous gift, all of 
Axis’s resources are now free of charge through 
their webpage. 

The website address is Axis.org. They have easily accessible resources on staying up to date on youth culture, parent guides, pod 
casts, and conversation kits.  When I was leading the teen Bible study, I frequently used the conversation kits on topics of interest to 
teens.  They are professionally done and culturally appropriate for our teens today.  Every teen I asked for feedback on the Axis 
presentations thought they were well done and informative, and it maintained their interest and attention.  I can also speak as a ma-
ture Christian that they are Biblically sound, well researched, well presented, and an all-around excellent resource.  

 

I highly recommend that any adult who interacts with today’s teenagers visit their website and discover for yourselves the invaluable 
resources Axis.org offers. 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen Pollard 
Elder and Board of Education Chair 
Grace Lutheran Church, Scappoose, OR 
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There is a sign-up sheet to the left of the church office for the Seder Meal. Please 
sign up before Sunday, March 26th.  

 

“Maundy Thursday” is the annual day when many Christians remember and cele-
brate Jesus’ final meal (the Last Supper or Lord’s Supper). It is observed on the 
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Reversing the Trend 
God’s Word in the Christian Home  By Joshua Hayes  

God wants His Word to be learned not only in our church-
es and schools but especially in our homes: “You shall teach 
[My words] diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house” (Deut. 6:7). The apostles 
taught fathers to view this as one of their primary responsi-
bilities: “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord” (Eph. 6:4). 

Some of us grew up with great examples of this and under-
stand what it involves. Increasingly, however, Christians 
have not grown up with any Bible learning in the home or 
much talk about God. They are not sure where to start. It is 
not surprising that the rise in Nones has coincided with a 
decline in congregational and home worship. With God’s 
help and our mutual encouragement of one another, we can 
reverse this trend. Three things especially encourage us to 
take up this godly work: 

First, we live in grace. All Christians plead guilty of ne-
glecting prayer and the Word. God is happy with you for 
Jesus’ sake. Many people shy away from home devotions 
because their guilt over their poor prayer life prevents 
them from making a start. This is similar to people who 
have skipped church for a while thinking it is too awkward 
to return. But Christians are pleasing to the Father not be-
cause their prayers are good enough but because Jesus’ 
blood covers all their sins. 

Jesus already lived a perfect life of prayer for you. He inter-
cedes for you still. You do not need to manufacture a per-
fect prayer life and then bring that before the Father as 
your righteousness. Instead, Jesus invites you into His pray-
ers. Christ teaches us to pray, “Our Father.” With that one 
word, “our,” Jesus invites us to join our prayers to His. God 
is our Father — not only yours and mine, but Christ’s and 
ours. It is as if He is saying to us, “Dear Christian, come, sit 
alongside Me and pray with Me to our dear Father in heav-
en. Attach your prayers to Mine.” 

Second, realize that God commands this and that 
whatever God commands is good and wise. Luke 
6:48 (NKJV) says: “He is like a man building a house, who 
dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when 
the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that 

house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the 
rock.” Jesus promises that His words will be enough for us 
to withstand falling away. It is true that you are saved by 
grace. It is true that you contribute absolutely nothing to 
your salvation. It is also true that Jesus hands you a shovel 
and asks you to dig. Bible time in the home requires modest 
effort and sacrifice, but it is eternally worth it. 

Third, know that God has attached great promises 
to His Word for preserving and sharing the 
faith. The biblical formula for passing on the faith from 
one generation to the next is simple: Learn the Word of 
God by weekly attendance at the Divine Service and by 
daily Bible learning in the home. Sunday school, VBS, youth 
groups, even the pastor’s confirmation class are all wonder-
ful aids, but these cannot replace the spiritual powerhouse 
of congregational and family worship. When this is done, 
children are less likely to leave the faith when they are 
grown (Prov. 22:6). To the contrary, in times of persecu-
tion they will have a treasury of God’s Word laid up in their 
hearts from which to confess their faith and spiritually 
thrive. After all, the Lord wants us to grow in knowledge 
so that we can teach others. The more we are comfortable 
discussing the things of God in our homes, the more com-
fortable we will be sharing them with others. When God’s 
name is praised in the home, it becomes much more natu-
ral to share His name with others, even if suffering for His 
name’s sake (Acts 5:41). 

Beware of two obstacles. First, if you are just getting 
started, know that it will probably feel awkward at first. 
Embrace the awkwardness. All new habits are strange at 
first. I tell people to blame it on me. So, a father who is just 
getting started and has teenagers can say to them, “We’re 
going to have Bible time every day from now on. If we 
miss, we’ll pick up where we left off the next day. I know it 
seems awkward at first, but pastor asked me to do it so let’s 
just do it.” That offloads some of the pressure. Also, give 
time (at least three months) for the power of habit to kick 
in. Eventually it will feel strange not to have devotions. 

Second, people naturally ask what resources they should 
use. Beware of “paralysis by analysis.” Our church produces 
more resources than ever before, such as Portals of Pray-
er and the Treasury of Daily Prayer. These are wonderful. But 
people often complain that they have not “found the right 
resource,” which is beside the point and an excuse to inac-
tion. I recommend the Bible. The Holy Spirit wrote the 
Bible for everyone. Keep it simple and read from the Bible. 
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If you are already doing that, then you can add other things. 

As for practical advice, households vary widely, and so it 
is not possible to give a one-size-fits-all formula. Families 
with children, singles and widows, empty nesters and so on, 
all face different challenges and opportunities in this task. 
Specifics will change and develop over time. The following 
advice will need to be applied to your situation. Ask your 
pastor if you need help. He will be happy to come to your 
house and lead you in a model family devotion to get you 
started. 

The basic task can be summarized as: 
A — Hearing and reading the Bible, 
B — Learning and teaching it, and 
C — Prayer 
 
A — Hearing and reading the Bible 
Adults who are not familiar with the basic Bible stories or 
who have small children should start with 120 Bible Sto-
ries (CPH) or a similar faithful children’s Bible. For absolute 
beginners, I ask them to read one of these Bible stories per 
day, discuss it briefly and then say the Lord’s Prayer. Anyone 
can do that and will be blessed by it. As new members are 
born to the family, it will usually be necessary to return to 
the children’s Bible every so often. Once the basic stories are 
well known, move to a regular Bible. 

B — Learning and teaching the Bible 

God not only wants His Word read, but also learned and 
talked about in the home (Deut. 6:7). This is a necessary in-
gredient. Sometimes this will take two minutes, while other 
times the discussion will take off and continue for some time 
(singles might consider taking notes or sharing what they 
read with a friend). Basic questions to discuss are: Who was 
mentioned? What did they do or say? Where were they? 
When? Have children retell the story or act it out. As age 
and understanding allow, move on to questions like: Why? 
How? What else in the Bible does this remind you of? How 
does the catechism apply to this? Check cross-references in a 
study Bible or see if the passage you read is listed in the 
Scripture index of your Small Catechism. If so, you will easi-
ly have connections and applications to discuss. Luther sug-
gests we complete statements like: “From this Scripture God 
wants me to learn …”; “I can give thanks for …”; “I can con-
fess these sins …”; and “I learn to pray for …” In this way, 
life’s tough questions and important conversations will arise 
naturally from the Bible. For example, you will probably 

never need to have a special conversation with your kids 
about extramarital sex and the dangers of falling away be-
cause you will have already discussed it countless times from 
the family Bible. 

Bible memorization, catechism recitation, and devotional 
and doctrinal readings can be added here under discussion 
and teaching. Older youth and adults should occasionally find 
time to study apologetics — answering the objections raised 
by our fallen flesh. Not everything has to be done in one sit-
ting. Some days will go better than others. On Sundays, talk 
about what was learned from the pastor’s sermon, and ask 
what was covered in Sunday school. 

C — Prayer 

Hymns — ideally sung, but if not, reading them aloud is 
good too — fit under prayer. Using the same hymn verse(s) 
for a week or more enables us to build up a set of memo-
rized hymnody to which seasonal hymns can be added. 
Psalms and prayers in addition to the Lord’s Prayer can be 
added, or the particular requests and thanksgivings for which 
we are praying the Lord’s Prayer can be named. 

Between the Bible, the catechism and the hymnal 
you will have a lifetime of material. The order (and 
sometimes chaos) in which you do this, along with the spe-
cifics, will change and is not nearly as important as having 
these three general ingredients: (a) hear and read the Bible, 
(b) discuss and teach it, and (c) pray. 

God’s Word is our great heritage and makes for the happiest 
life (Psalm 119:111). Whether you are single, busy with chil-
dren, empty nesters or widowed, it is the blessed hope of 
heaven and being forever with Christ that brings happiness 
and joy into our life. The daily study of God’s Word impress-
es this heavenly hope upon our hearts and brings joy to our 
daily lives through the Scriptures. 

This article originally appeared in the March 2023 issue of The 
Lutheran Witness. 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
51737 S. Columbia River Highway 

Scappoose, Oregon  97056 
 

COMMITTED TO SHARE AND GROW IN 
THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST! 

C HE CK  U S  O U T  ON  T HE  W E B  

W W W . G RA CE S CA PPO OS E . OR G  

Save the Date! 

ShreD Day 

May 2nD!  

Our work with the American Red Cross is saving 
lives! On Saturday, March 18th, we collected 26 units of 
blood! 
 
Our efforts have helped boost the community blood supply 
and ensure hospital patients have the lifesaving blood they 
need.  
 
We are truly grateful for our volun-
teers; Stephen Layton, Lesle Ruby & Cin-
dy Squires! 


