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Growing in Grace 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
Let’s continue on with our apologetics series. So far, we have 
reviewed the moral and the Kalam cosmological argument. This 
month we will dive into another one, the transcendental 
argument. (Transcendent means beyond or above the range of 
normal or merely physical human experience.) 

The transcendental argument uses the laws of logic to prove the 
existence of God. It also concerns morality, but I have already 
discussed that argument. Briefly put the transcendental argument 
goes like this: 

1) Logical absolutes exist. 

2) Logical absolutes are not the product of human minds. 

3) Therefore there must be a transcendent mind authoring them. 
That mind is God. 

Let’s explore this in more detail. 

That logical absolutes exist is plainly obvious. For example, 
things are what that are and they are not what they’re not. More 
simply, put a cat is a cat. A cat is not a tree. Also, something 
cannot be true and false at the same time. For example, 
something cannot be a cat and not be a cat. Also, logical 
absolutes have true attributes. For example, it is true that cats 
have four legs.  

That logic absolutes are not the product of human minds must 
also be true because if logic was dependent on an individual’s 
mind, then it would not be possible to have a rational discourse 
with anyone because any and all logical arguments would be 
equally acceptable just because someone thought of them. In 
other words, if there are no logical absolutes, then nothing can 
be known. Indeed, arguments of any kind would be meaningless. 

Also, logical absolutes are immaterial by nature. They exist only 
in the realm of thought. Indeed, they are basis of thought. I could 
show you a cat because cats are material. But I could never show 
you “four.” I could show you examples of four things, like the 
four legs of a cat, but could never show you “four” because “four” 
doesn’t exist physically because it is transcendent.  

So, if those two concepts are true, then God must exist. Logic is 
an inherent part of God, much like love is. God didn’t invent or 
create logic is it simply who He is. Without God, logic couldn’t 
exist. As Proverbs 1:7 says, “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge.”  

The transcendental argument has some interesting outcomes. If 
anyone wants to use logic to prove that God doesn’t exist, they 
would have also to prove why logic exist or should even be used 
in the first place, which they can’t do without acknowledging 
that God exists. Some might try to argue that logic is true 
because it makes sense, but that is using logic to show that logic 
exists, which is a circular reasoning. The problem still exists, 
“How and why does logic exist?” 

Also, if the universe is merely material, then any logical thoughts 
someone they has are merely electro-chemical impulses in their 
brains and therefore no more or less logical than any other 
thoughts. So to say, “God doesn’t exist because there is no 
evidence for Him.” is just logical as saying, “God doesn’t exist 
because cats are furry.” 

One thing to note about this argument is that it doesn’t 
specifically argue for the God of the Bible. It could even be said 
that it is not an argument for God as much is stopping people 
from trying to try use logic to argue against God’s existence 
because logic must be from God.  

Pastor Joshua 
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Birthdays 
Jan 2 Spencer Squires 
Jan 3 Boyd Ruby 
Jan 8 Bart Grabhorn 
Jan 8 Charlie Layton 
Jan 10 Jake Hull 
Jan 14 Allison Brown 
Jan 15 Harry Squires 
Jan 18 Doug Hutton 
Jan 24 DeeDee Morse 
Jan 26 Cooper Nelson 
Jan 27 David Markham 
Jan 28 Don Wentz 

Anniversaries 
Steve & Jan Surry 
January 20  
 
Genesis 1:27-28: “So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. And God blessed 
them. And God said to them, 'Be fruitful and mul-
tiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have do-
minion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth.' "  

Bible Quiz – Teacher, Teacher — Questions 
1. What was the name of Paul’s teacher? 
2. Who commissioned Ezra to teach the law to Israel? 
3. Who did Jesus say would teach the disciples all they needed to know? 
4. What two men were to instruct those involved in the construction of the tabernacle? 
5. What king of Judah sent his people throughout the land to teach the law to the people? 
6. What learned man taught in the synagogue at Ephesus but was himself taught by Aquilla and Priscilla? 
7. What king sent an exiled priest back to Samaria to teach the Gentiles there how to follow God? 
8. What apostle taught and disputed in the lecture hall of a man named Tyrannus? 
9. Who was supposed to teach the Israelites how to deal with lepers? 
10. In his gospel, what did John say means the same as teacher? 

Bible Quiz – Teacher, Teacher – Answers 
The answers are not posted!!!! No, we did not forget. Write your answers 

down 1-10 and turn into the church office. Pastor Joshua or I will ran-

domly select one person to receive a surprise! December’s winner was Cherie Layton. She 

was the winner of a “California Cheeseboard Gift Set”.   
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“Snow Prayers”    

  
A few weeks ago, we were sitting in church watching 
snowflakes fall.  The snow did not stay around very long 
but it was nice to see the white flurry things coming 
down around the city. 
 
Growing up in Cleveland, OH makes a person not so 
fond of the snow.  I remember days when my dad and I 
would get up at 6:00 am to shovel the driveway.  We 
would come in, eat breakfast, get dressed for work, and 
hope that the snowplow did not come by the house before 
we could pull out of the driveway and head to work.  If 
the snowplow beat us, we would then have to shovel the 
huge brim of snow that the plow left at the end of the 
driveway in order to get our cars out.  The snow would 
be so heavy at times that I would then have to come back 
in the house and put on different clothes before I left be-
cause I had been sweating so much.  Winter months were 
not my favorites. 
 
I still remember the last snow storm that we had in Port-
land when I was still working.  The office workers were 
released early due to the incoming weather.  My boss 
however, decided that a hand full of us needed to stay for 
a meeting, which took almost 3 hours.  By the time we 
were able to leave, traffic was clogged up all over city 
and the roads were total ice.  After my 6-hour attempt to 
get home to Scappoose, I made a call to some people 
working the swing shift.  They were able to get a hotel 
reservation that the company would pay for, all I had to 
do was turn around, head back to the airport and get to 
the hotel.  A 4-mile drive turned into several more hours.   
 
8 plus hours after I had originally left work I arrived safe-
ly at the hotel.  I remember sliding into the parking lot 
and sliding into a parking space and then thanking God 
that I was somewhere safe and sound.  I then realized that 
I did not have a change of clothes for the next day, and 
realized that after shifting and using my clutch for like 8 
hours, my one foot and leg had some really tight muscles. 
 
I am not sure where I am headed with all of this, but see-

ing the snowflakes a few weeks ago brought back all 
these memories. 
 
It is funny how we can remember things in the past and 
yet there are days that I have to say my cell phone num-
ber out loud to myself to make sure I give the correct 
number.  Maybe it is due to retirement, but there are days 
that I am not sure what day of the week it is either. 
 
Sometimes this is how we treat God.   
 
We store Him somewhere back in those old memories.  
You know the ones.  The ones where you remember 
heading to church and Sunday School all dressed up.  
The memories where you recall learning scripture and 
reciting it in front of the congregation in order to be con-
firmed. 
 
Memories of when your faith was strong and God walked 
right along side of you.  Church was foremost on the 
schedule and prayers were said around the dinner table. 
 
I often wonder what I was doing during the years that I 
left God behind.  I remember Sunday was for football 
and there were no prayers around the table.  I did not 
even go to church on the major holidays.  Those days 
were spent with non-Christian friends who liked to party 
and go out to celebrate.   
 
Just like the memory of snow in Cleveland, or the drive 
home on icy roads in Portland, I find God in those times.  
Times when I prayed for help, strength, and endurance.  
When I prayed to Him for safe keeping.  When I prayed 
and He answered. 
 
I wonder what 2023 will hold for myself.  I wonder what 
it will hold for you. Will you be allowing God to be in 
your day?  Will you be coming to church on Sunday to 
acknowledge what He has done for you?  Will you be 
praying around the table? 
 
Or will you be leaving God behind this New Year? 
Which will you choose in 2023? 
 

“So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of 
the new creation. The old things have gone away, and 

look, new things have arrived!” 
2nd Corinthians 5:17 

 

Debbie Weaver,  
Spiritual Director  

THE SPIRITUAL CORNER 
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What is the candle in the sanctuary that stays lit all the time? I’ll bet you can 
count all of the candles in the church. There are quite a few. If you decide to try, 
don’t forget to count the one that stays lit all the time. That’s right, that little 
light in there is a candle! This particular candle is called an “eternal flame.” This 
candle burns all the time. Look close from where you are sitting.   
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Sunday School resumes 
1/8! 
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Mission Servants will start the New Year with a 
meeting on Wednesday, January 18th at 5:00 in the 
Fellowship Hall. We hope to plan activities and mis-
sion opportunities for the winter and spring. If you 
have any ideas for projects or activities that you 
would like to see at Grace, please tell or email one 
of the following gals: Carole Pletz, Gail Walker, 
Deb Weaver, Jan Surry, Jeanne Hutton, Sherry Shaf-
er or Carole Covlin. Also, you are invited to join us 
on the 18th. We would love to have you share with 
us. 

Again, we want to thank all of you who provided 
gifts for the Christmas Giving Tree. Your generosity 
brought smiles to those who benefited from your 
giving. 

 

In His love and joy, 

Carole Covlin, President 

We will gladly accept your gently used gift bags from this 
Christmas season (bags can be placed in the basket in the Nar-
thex coat closet or dropped off at the church office).  They will 
be used to wrap gifts for the Giving Tree in 2023.  

Mission Servants 

This service you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's 
people, but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. —2 Corinthians 9:12 
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Please add to your calendar, that our next Voter’s meeting will be January 29th following 
the service.   
 

� We are still in need of someone to provide childcare during adult bible study every Sunday. 
This will be a paid position. 

� We are also in need of an Assistant Treasurer to help the Treasurer, and an assistant to 
back up the Secretary.  

� Grace is looking to start a “Fellowship Committee”. See Janet or Jan for more information.  

� Discussed GCCC HIRING—we are still accepting resumes for teachers & aides!!!! See our 
website for more information. 

Please contact Janet Wentz or Jan Surry for council information. 

 

In His Service, 

Janet Wentz, President 
Jan Surry, Vice-President 
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WHATÕS HAPPENING AT GRACE CHRISTIAN CHILDRENÕS CENTER 
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WHATÕS HAPPENING AT GRACE CHRISTIAN CHILDRENÕS CENTER 
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Meet Karen Kenehan, she is our new director at 
GCCC.  Her family recently relocated to Scappoose 
in September 2022 and are so excited and grateful to 
be a part of this new community. A little background 
on Karen; She is married to her husband Kevin and 
they have two daughters named Skylar and Lel-
lah.  They also have two Dobermans named Jax and 
Annie who are a part of their family! They became 
acquainted with GCCC early on in their relocation 
and have entrusted this ministry with the care of both 
their girls since the beginning! Karen became a 
Christian seven years ago and values having a contin-
ual relationship with Jesus. While being a stay-at-
home mom for a few years she was proactive in ob-
taining her associates and bachelor's degree in com-
munications. Her work experience has primarily been 
in training and working with large organizations in 
business practices. She truly feels that God has pre-
pared and led her to this very season to be a part of 
this amazing ministry! She looks forward to meeting 
you all and cannot wait to get to know everyone. 

We are truly blessed to have her part of GCCC and 
she has worked hard these past couple of months tak-
ing trainings to meet the required credentials to be-
come director upon 
starting. 

 

WHATÕS HAPPENING AT GRACE CHRISTIAN CHILDRENÕS CENTER 

Our Mission Statement 

Where Caring People enrich the lives of Children and  families through Christ-Centered learning. 

GCCC’s Philosophy Statement: 
As an important ministry of the Grace Lutheran Church congregation, Grace Christian Children’s Center 
believes that children need a solid foundation on which they can build. Childhood is a time like no other. 
It’s a time for exploring, creating, playing and discovering about one’s self. It’s a time for learning about 
our identity in Christ, for meeting the world, for learning how to learn and for being accepted just the way 
they are.  

Our curriculum is based on providing your child with experiences that will enrich and enhance each child’s 
spiritual life, their cognitive, language, social, emotional, physical and creative development.  

Our experienced teaching staff understands that each child is a unique person with an individual pattern 
and timing of social, physical, and intellectual development. We embrace the belief that parents are the 
first and most important teachers of their children. Parents are welcome visitors in the classroom at all 
times and we value their input in our program. 

Our program does not discriminate because of race, color, sex, marital status, religion, national origin, 
age, sexual orientation, lifestyle, or disability in program admittance, activities or employment. We do not 
tolerate discriminatory behavior.  

Our program is welcoming, respectful and accepting of all families. Our program is open to all age-eligible 
children; including children with special needs, if reasonable accommodations can be made. Each child’s 
needs are addressed with parents on a one-to-one basis.  
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