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We welcome all people into grace through 
faith as we belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Worship: Some of us will dance in rejoicing. 
Some of us will limp in, broken and weak. However we are, 
it doesn’t matter. God set the table ahead of time with a 
seat uniquely prepared for everyone at the Lord’s table this 
worship day. Amen. Author: Rev. Mark Tidsworth, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are a visitor to First Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off 
card on the back of the service folder and place it in the offering 
plate. 
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Sunday 

February 5, 2023 
Holy Communion 10am 

 
Prelude   
           
Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand as able 
 
Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, 
 whose mercy endures forever.  
All Amen 
 
Pastor Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Please kneel or be seated as able. 
 
Pastor  Holy One, source of our renewal, 
All we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 
 ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts 
 have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so love, 
 forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory 
 of your holy name. Amen. 
Pastor Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new 
 things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are 
 forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
The assembly stands as able to join in the gathering hymn. 
Please turn toward the entrance aisle following the processional cross as it lead us into worship. 
Gathering Hymn         ELW#532 

Gather Us In 
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Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 
 
Glory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor   Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who 
 call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, 
 and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
The congregation is seated.  
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Children gather on the chancel steps. 
Children’s Message   
  
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a  
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for 
genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the 
homeless, and clothing the naked. 
 1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 



7 

 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 
Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm           Psalm 112 

 
 
 

Cantor  1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great 
 delight in God’s commandments! 2Their descendants will be 
 mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness 
 will last forever. 4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the 
 righteous are merciful and full of compassion. Antiphon 
 
Cantor  5It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage 
 their affairs with justice. 6For they will never be shaken; the 
 righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 7They will not 
 be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the 
 LORD. 8Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see 
 their desire upon their enemies. 9They have given freely to the 
 poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold up 
 their head with honor. Antiphon 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, 
Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual 
maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 
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1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming 
the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And 
I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of 
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that 
your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to 
perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord 
of glory. 9But, as it is written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human 
being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is 
within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the 
Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts 
bestowed on us by God.  
 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able to receive the Gospel. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
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Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but 
is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 
from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one 
of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does 
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

Pastor  The gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 
Sermon           Rev. Richard A. Rhoades   

 
Please stand as able. 
Hymn of the Day         ELW#677 

This Little Light of Mine 
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Creed 
Asst With the whole church,  
 we join in professing the Christian Faith. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life ☩ everlasting.   Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Asst Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Asst Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations 

and action. Give the church everywhere courage to repent for 
the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice and lead us 
to live into the values of your eternal Kingdom. Merciful God,  

All receive our prayer. 
Asst Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the 

beauty of the dark night. Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean 
to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to lands 
and communities experiencing natural disasters. Merciful God,  

All receive our prayer. 
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Asst Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in 
business and industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout 
the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed your call 
for nations to practice righteousness. We pray for our elected 
leaders including President Biden, Governor Abbott and mayor 
Brown. Merciful God,  

All receive our prayer. 
Asst Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless 

quarrels, put an end to hunger, and break every yoke of 
oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in 
their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way. We pray for 
Diane, Roger,  Sandra, Mary Lee, Shirley, Charlye, Lois, Kris, Sydney, 
Virginia, those on our sustaining prayer list, and those we name 
now… . Merciful God, 

All receive our prayer. 
Asst Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in 

your commandments, that we are generous with those in need. 
Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy 
and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God,  

All receive our prayer. 
Asst Help us to be active partners with those you have yoked us with in 

ministry. We pray for Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, ELCA World 
Hunger and Global Missions, and our international partners in Peru, 
the Central African Republic and the Maasai in Tanzania. Merciful 
God,  

All receive our prayer. 
Asst The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. 

We praise you for the Martyrs of Japan and all whose unshaken 
faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our 
remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of 
heaven. Merciful God,  

All receive our prayer. 
 
Pastor We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 

wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
All Amen. 
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Please stand as able. 
Passing the Peace 
 The Passing of Peace is an act of reconciliation. 
 
Pastor  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All    And also with you. 
 
You are welcome to greet those near you with words of peace. 
Following the Passing of the Peace, please be seated while the altar is prepared for 
communion. 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Offering Prayer 
Asst Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the 
 oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all 
 your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your 
 justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus 
 our Savior, Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preface 
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy……. 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
Please kneel as able or be seated. 
  
Pastor Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
 who preached good news to the poor, 
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
 we await his coming in glory. 
  
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
 taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
 the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Invitation To Communion 
Pastor Come and taste the joy of God! 
Please be seated. 
Distribution 
Ushers will direct you to come forward to receive the promise of God’s grace in the bread and wine, the Body 
and Blood of Christ. As you come forward you will find stationary offering plates in which to place your offering. 
Extend your hand toward the celebrant who will place a wafer of bread on your open palm. If you require gluten-
free, let the pastor know. You may respond with the affirmation, “Amen.” Step to the side to eat the wafer. Step to 
the communion tray station where an assistant invite you to pick up your own prefilled cup of wine or white grape 
juice. You may again offer the affirmation, “Amen.” Then step to the side to drink the wine and place the used 
cup in the basket at the side aisle as your return to your pew.  
Baptized Christians desiring the sacrament are invited to receive. If you desire only a blessing, come forward 
placing your arms over your chest to let the pastor know to offer you a blessing. Non-communing children will 
receive a blessing.   
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Communion Song 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Communion Hymns 
   Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   ELW#712 
   God Whose Almighty Word     ELW#673 
Please stand as able. 
 
Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 
  strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Prayer  
 
Asst Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 
 abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love 
 kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing 
Pastor The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 
 oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and 
 always. Amen. 



17 

 

Please turn following the processional cross as it leads us to the exit through which 
we return to the world from worship.  
 
Sending Song           ELW#511 

Thy Strong Word 
  
Dismissal 
 
Asst As God’s people we go forth. 
All Doing more together. Feeding Mind, Body and Spirit.  
Asst Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  
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Prayer and Care 
How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Thursday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

Friday  

9:00am to 11:00am 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist 

Robert Lewis, Director of Joyful Noise 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Christina Muehe, Director, Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 
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First Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

Connect 

I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 

Received Communion  ______ 

Members:  

Name(s): __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Visitors: 

What  would you like us to know? 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

What describes you best? 

____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single    ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed   ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Please place in the offering plate. 


