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Worship and Communion 10:00am

We welcome all people into
grace through faith as we
belong, behave and believe in
Jesus Christ.

Welcome! Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to
introduce yourself to someone near you. If you are a visitor to First
Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the
service folder and place it in the offering plate.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday
May 2, 2021
Holy Communion 10am
Prelude
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Pastor

All
Pastor

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us
new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless
you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams
that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide
in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us
one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God,
now and forever.
All Amen.
Pastor

Gathering Song

ELW #449
We Know That Christ Is Raised

Greeting
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.
Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
Pastor

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may
bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children’s Message
Word
First Reading: Acts 8:26-40
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is
returning to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to
worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him.
Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.
26An

angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is
a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Lector
All

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Cantor

Cantor

Cantor

Psalm 22

I will fulfill my vows before those who fear the Lord. The lowly
shall eat their fill; they who seek the Lord shall praise him:
“May your hearts be ever merry!” Antiphon
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of the nations shall bow down before him. To
him alone shall bow down all who sleep in the earth; before
him shall bend all who go down into the dust. Antiphon
And to him my soul shall live; my descendants shall serve
him. Let the coming generation be told of the Lord. That they
may proclaim to a people yet to be born the justice he has
shown. Antiphon

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot
say we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow
Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be
matched by love toward others because the essence of God is
love.
7Beloved,

let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world
so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we

love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he
has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that
the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides
in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide
in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for
us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and
God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this:
that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as
he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love
because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother
or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have
not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Lector
All

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.
Pastor

Gospel: John 15:1-8
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the
relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his
word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.
4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.”
Pastor

All

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Sermon

The Rev. Richard A. Rhoades

Please stand as able.
Hymn of the Day
Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

ELW#403

Creed
Asst With the whole church,
we join in professing the Christian Faith.
All I believe in God, the Father almighty
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life ☩ everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Asst Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer
in steadfast love.
A brief silence. Please kneel as able.

Asst God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your
church abides in you. Cleanse us by your Word and give
yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and
witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder
at the beauty of creation, may we seek vital connections
among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of
the earth assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead
not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve.
Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all
in need of your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, sick,
weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all including Frank,
Joe, those on our sustaining prayer list, and those we name
now… . Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst You yoke us with ministry partners to further your kingdom. We
pray for Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, Lutheran world Relief,
and our international partners in Peru, the Central African
Republic, and the Maasai in Tanzania. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit
including with Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria as the church
remembers his ministry today, and Linda and Neal who have
died in the last week. May our hearts live forever in your
keeping. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Pastor

Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
All And also with you.
Please greet others with a wave to maintain social distancing.

Pastor

Offering Prayer
Asst God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to
your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with
us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving

Preface
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy

Thanksgiving at the Table
Please kneel as able.
Pastor

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord's Prayer
Pastor

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever.
Amen.

Invitation To Communion
Pastor

The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied

Please be seated.
Distribution

Ushers will direct you to follow social distancing as you come forward to receive
the promise of God’s grace in the bread and wine, the Body and Blood of
Christ. As you come forward you will find stationary offering plates in which to
place your offering. As you come forward, keep your face mask on. Observe
social distancing. Extend your hand toward the celebrant who will place a
wafer of bread on your open palm. You may respond with the affirmation,
“Amen.” Step to the side, lift your mask to eat the wafer and then replace your
mask. Step to the communion tray station where an assistant guide you to pick
up your own prefilled cup of wine. You may again offer the affirmation, “Amen.”
Then step to the side, lift your mask to drink the wine, lower your mask, place the
used cup in a receptacle and then return to your pew by the side aisle.

Communion Song

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
Pastor

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Song

ELW #821
Shout to the Lord

Dismissal
Asst Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Asst Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Postlude
Just love everyone. God will sort’em out later.
- The Evangelism Team
Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for
Cambrye Jordan Carter who graduates Texas A&M on May 12th
by Barbara and Charlie Alcala.
Christian sympathy is expressed to Mike Geml and his family upon
the death of his brother-in-law, Neil Schoenebeck, on April 10, and
the death of his sister, Linda Geml Hoover, on April 28.
Coming soon - the new updated Online Giving page!

Serving at Worship Today
Crucifer
Acolytes
Lay Minister
Lector
Altar Guild
Cantor
Ushers

Jackson Glenn
Jackie Miranda, Jamie Coles
Kurt Koopman
JP Massa
Louise Miller, Barbara Alcala
Ruby Demanuelle, Lynn Gallo
Kelsey Scheuerman
Paul Martin, Dennis Broughton

Prayer Concerns: Frank Macaluso, Joe Henderson
Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Pat Henderson, Gene Nelson,
John Doreck, Lee King, Susan Schultz, Darrell Brooks, Christina
Muehe, Nicole Cheramie, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser, Barbara Austin,
Kristi Martorell, Helga Garcia, Dana Connor, Donnie Nelson, Carl
Davis, Jim Gainer, Geordge Badger
This Week at First Lutheran
Sunday - Holy Communion, 10:00am
Sunday - Divine Drama, 4:00pm
Sunday - FLY, 3:00pm
Tuesday - Bible Study, 6:30pm online
Wednesday - Theology on Tap, 7:00pm
Divine Drama Study Resumes. Interrupted by the pandemic, the
Divine Drama study group will re-gather and finish this portion of
their study of the scriptures. The group will resume at 4:00 pm on
Sunday, May 2nd in the Parish Hall!
Magazines Needed - UTMB is now accepting magazines again.
Instead of throwing old magazines away consider donating them.
The bin will be back in the Narthex to collect them in. Jack Danner
will take then and distribute them where they are needed.

The Mission Team is offering you an opportunity to help a very special
group here on Galveston Island. Since 1953, the Sunshine Center has
served individuals with developmental disabilities, with a focus on the
motto " disability does not mean inability ". We are again partnering with
them to supply their clients with needed art supplies. Their wish list
contains basic items that can be picked up at the grocery store or
Walmart. Monetary gifts will be used to purchase specialty items for art,
ceramic and exercise classes. Checks can be made out to First Lutheran
with Sunshine Center in the memo line. Art supplies can be dropped off
at church in the designated boxes from April 4th to May 9th.
Mother’s Day Booklet – Is there a mom in your life that you would like to
celebrate this year? Consider putting her name in our Mother’s Day
Booklet. All contributions to this project will help send youth from our
church the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering. We need your mother’s
name, a 2-3 sentence message for/about her, her favorite flower (so we
can put a picture of it), and $10. You can pay this amount by cash,
check, or online, but please make sure to put a memo that it is for the
“Mother’s Day Booklet”. Send your details to
Emily@firstlutherangalveston.com.
Property Team is looking for several folks to join our team. We as a team
maintain the Church and Parish House property, when things break we
are the ones called on to repair. The latest project is waterproofing the
limestone on the exterior of the Church which is going to take several
weekends or late evenings to complete. This team has a big project
coming up in the near future, once the Sanctuary team makes decisions
on the path forward for the interior of the Church. We will acquire the
bids, present them and once approved will follow through with the
contractors to make sure the contract is fulfilled. It is time to give Dennis
Broughton and Paul Martin a break from chasing leaks, meeting with
contractors, pulling wire, climbing ladders, and whatever else they have
done over the last several years. If you like challenges, you do not need
to have skills, just the need to help out. Please consider joining the
property team. If you are interested talk to Paul, Dennis or I. I am the one
tooling around on the knee scooter since I obviously do not have skills to
calculate the amount of bolts it takes to hold up an attic stairway. Jim
Gainer(409) 771-0712

Upcoming Commemorations
Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380
Thursday, April 29, 2021
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to
receive the title "Doctor [teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a
Dominican sister known for her mystical visions as well as her work
on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned.
Philip and James, Apostles
Saturday, May 1, 2021
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael
to "come and see." He later responded to an Ethiopian official's
request for teaching and baptism. Little is known of James, the son
of Alphaeus, called "the Less" to distinguish him from another
apostle named James.
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373
Sunday, May 2, 2021
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully
God against those who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an
influential church leader around the time of the Council of Nicea.
He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views.
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387
Tuesday, May 4, 2021
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered
and unfaithful, but whom she helped bring into the Christian faith.
She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who went on to
become one of the greatest church teachers.

Prayer and Care
How can we pray for you?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com
Web site: firstlutherangalveston.com

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday
9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers
The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor
Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community
Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator

__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Please tell us about your experience today.
We value your thoughts.
__________________________________________

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist

__________________________________________

Kelsey Scheuerman, Director of Joyful Noise

__________________________________________

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA

__________________________________________

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum
Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Connect
I’m Here on (date): __________________________
Received Communion

______

Sermon Notes
_____________________________
_____________________________

What would you like us to know?
____ I’m Visi ng

____ I’m a member

____ Please add me to the mailing list

_____________________________
_____________________________

____ I want to Join First Lutheran

_____________________________

How did you find us?

_____________________________

____ I was invited!

_____________________________

____ Google

____ Social Media

_____________________________

____ Other
What describes you best?
____ Student (school) _______________________
____ Single
____ Single Parent
____ Widowed
____ Engaged
____ Married (spouse) _______________________

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

How can we connect with you?
Name: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_____________________________

_________________________________________

_____________________________

City: _____________________________________

_____________________________

State/Zip: _________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________

_____________________________

Email: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Birthday: _________________________________

_____________________________

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
2415 Avenue G
Galveston, TX 77550

Please place in the oﬀering plate.

409-762-8477

