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We welcome all people into 

grace through faith as we 

belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome!  Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to 
introduce yourself to someone near you.  If you are a visitor to First 
Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the 
service folder and place it in the offering plate. 



 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 
Sunday 

April 11, 2021 
Holy Communion 10am 

 
Prelude 

 
Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Pastor  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Pastor Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
 let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Pastor We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us 

new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless 
you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled 
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams 
that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide 
in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us 
one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you 
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 

All Amen. 
 
Gathering Song          ELW #384 

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright 
 



 

 



 

 

 
Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and  the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 
 
 
Canticle of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s 
 resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to 
 show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Children’s Message  
 
Word 
 
First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of 
Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they owned or 
sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in 
need. 
 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 



 

 

33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 
 
Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm            Psalm 118 

 

Cantor   Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures 
forever.  Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures 
forever.”  Antiphon 

 
Cantor   The right hand of the Lord has struck with power.  The right 

hand of the Lord is exalted.  I shall not die, but live, and 
declare the works of the Lord.   Antiphon 

 
Cantor   The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone.  By the Lord has this been done.  It is wonderful 
in our eyes.   Antiphon 

 
Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of 
God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses 
us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in 
fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 



 

 

and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life 
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to 
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 
us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so 
that our joy may be complete. 
  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we 
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the 
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us. 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 
 
Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation    

 



 

 

       
Pastor The holy gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his 
disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust 
themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 



 

 



 

 

Pastor  The gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Sermon          The Rev. Richard A. Rhoades 
 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Hymn of the Day          ACS# 939 

Touch That Soothes and Heals 
Creed 
Asst With the whole church,  
 we join in professing the Christian Faith. 
 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life ☩ everlasting.   Amen  



 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Asst Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring 

our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer 
in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
 
Asst You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole 

church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies to the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O 
God. 

All Your mercy is great. 
 
Asst You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon 

the mountains, refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse 
the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give 
your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 
 
Asst You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they 

shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us 
our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in 
authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. We pray for 
our elected leaders including President Biden, Governor 
Abbott and Mayor Brown. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 
 
Asst You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. 

Give us the power of your generous Spirit, that we provide for 
the needs of others. We pray for George, John, those on our 
sustaining prayer list and those we name now… . Announce 
your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or 
afraid. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 
 



 

 

 
Asst You give us fellowship with one another in this faith 

community. Shine the light of the risen Christ in our life 
together as First Lutheran Church, so that we live in love for 
one another, and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 
 
Asst You give us co-workers in the gospel as partners, O God. Bring 

blessing upon Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, and our partners 
near and far including in Peru, the Central African republic 
and the Maasai in Tanzania. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 
 
Asst You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and 

remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those who now 
live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. 
Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Passing the Peace 
Pastor  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All     And also with you. 
Please greet others with a wave to maintain social distancing. 
 
Offering Prayer 
Asst God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to 

your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with 
us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Preface 
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy……. 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 



 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Pastor  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
 who preached good news to the poor, 
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 
 ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer 
 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 
 let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 



 

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
 is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
 ever.   Amen. 
 

Invitation To Communion 
 
Pastor The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
 Come, eat and be satisfied  
 
Please be seated. 
 
Distribution 
Ushers will direct you to follow social distancing as you come forward to receive 
the promise of God’s grace in the bread and wine, the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 
As you come forward you will find stationary offering plates in which to place 
your offering. As you come forward, keep your face mask on. Observe social 
distancing. Extend your hand toward the celebrant who will place a wafer of 
bread on your open palm. You may respond with the affirmation, “Amen.” Step 
to the side, lift your mask to eat the wafer and then replace your mask. Step to 
the communion tray station where an assistant guide you to pick up your own 
prefilled cup of wine. You may again offer the affirmation, “Amen.” Then step to 
the side, lift your mask to drink the wine, lower your mask, place the used cup in 
a receptacle and then return to your pew by the side aisle. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communion Song 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Music during the reception of Holy Communion 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 
  strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Prayer  
 
Asst Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in 
 our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as 
 joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
 all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing 
 
Pastor  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
 to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Sending Song         ELW #390 

Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! 
 
Dismissal 
 
Pastor Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Pastor Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 

Just love everyone. God will sort’em out later. 
 - The Evangelism Team 

 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor of Johnny 
Carter’s 66th birthday by Charlie and Barbara Alcala. 



 

 

 



 

 

Serving at Worship Today 

Crucifer    Zachary King 
Acolytes    Amanda Coles, Jackie Miranda 
Lay Minister    Stan Humphrey 
Lector    Adam Palmer 
Altar Guild   Donna Agrella, Bethany Grizzaffi 
     Anna Gerald, Brenda Concienne 
Cantor    Mary Lee Guthier 
Ushers    JP Massa 
      
 
Prayer Concerns: George Badger, John Carter 
 
Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Pat Henderson, Gene Nelson, 
John Doreck, Lee King, Susan Schultz, Darrell Brooks, Christina 
Muehe, Nicole Cheramie, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser, Barbara Austin, 
Kristi Martorell, Helga Garcia, Dana Connor, Donnie Nelson, Carl 
Davis, Jim Gainer 
 
This Week at First Lutheran 
Sunday - Holy Communion, 10:00am 
Sunday - Oktoberfest Meeting, After Service 
Monday - Church Council, 5:00pm 
Saturday - Little Steps, 11:00am 
 
Bible Study Opportunity Join Pastor Rhoades in reading the Old 
Testament books of Ezra and Nehemiah beginning Tuesday, April 
27. This is a virtual study time – meaning you can log in from 
wherever you may be! Log in from the lab. Log in from home. Log 
in from Chile. Log in from wherever!  Sign-up to receive the link to 
join the study! (All material provided by Pastor Rhoades)  



 

 

Divine Drama Study Resumes. Interrupted by the pandemic, the 
Divine Drama study group will re-gather and finish this portion of 
their study of the scriptures. The group will resume at 4:00 pm on 
Sunday, April 25th in the Parish Hall!  
 
The Mission Team is offering you an opportunity to help a very 
special group here on Galveston Island. Since 1953, the Sunshine 
Center has served individuals with developmental disabilities, with 
a focus on the motto " disability does not mean inability ". We are 
again partnering with them to supply their clients with needed art 
supplies. Their wish list contains basic items that can be picked up 
at the grocery store or Walmart. Monetary gifts will be used to 
purchase specialty items for art, ceramic and exercise classes. 
Checks can be made out to First Lutheran with Sunshine Center in 
the memo line. Art supplies can be dropped off at church in the 
designated boxes from April 4th to May 9th.  
 
Small paint brushes  Aprons    Crayons   
Pastel pencils   Acrylic paint   Modge Podge 
Construction paper  2" masking tape   Markers 
Colored pencils   Water color pencil  Glue sticks 
Scrapbooking supplies Crafting kits 
 
Feed Galveston is packaging 50,000 meals on April 24th from 9-5 in 
the Lyceum. We have two hour shifts available and are seeking 
volunteers. To learn more about this ministry or to sign up for a shift, 
please contact  emily@firstlutherangalveston.com.   
 
Thank you to everyone who donated eggs, candy, and time to 
make the Easter Egg Hunt possible! 
 

 



 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, died 1945 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet 
in an accessible manner. In the Second World War, he became a 
leader of the Confessing Church in Germany that resisted the Nazi 
movement. Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was hanged shortly be-
fore the end of the war. 
 
Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 
Saturday, April 10, 2021 
Consecrated bishop of Turku, Finland, without the approval of the 
pope, Agricola began a reform along Lutheran lines. In only three 
years, he translated the New Testament and worship texts into 
Finnish, in the process establishing the rules of Finnish writing that 
are still used today. 
 
 



 

 

Prayer and Care 
How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist 

Kelsey Scheuerman, Director of Joyful Noise 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 



 

 

Connect 
I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 
 
Received Communion   ______ 
 
What  would you like us to know? 
 
____ I’m Visi ng            ____ I’m  a member 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

 
How did you find us? 
 
____ I was invited! 

____ Google                    ____ Social Media 

____ Other  

 
What describes you best? 
 
____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single       ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed     ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 
 
Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Please place in the offering plate. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 


