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We welcome all people into 

grace through faith as we 

belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome!  Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to 
introduce yourself to someone near you.  If you are a visitor to First 
Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the 
service folder and place it in the offering plate. 



 

 

Good Friday  
Tenebrae 

Friday 
April 2, 2021 

 Worship 6:30pm 
 
 

 
Tenebrae 

The word “Tenebrae” means darkness.  The increasing darkness during the service 
symbolizes the flight and denial of the disciples and friends of Jesus.  The final 
darkness recalls the death of Jesus Christ.  The veiled cross combined with the 
crown of thorns and the darkness symbolize our mourning over our sin and the sins 
of the world.  In this darkness, there is but one light – the eternal light of Christ.  
Even though darkness settled upon the earth, the light of God reminds us of the 
never failing presence of God’s forgiveness and grace.  The hopelessness of 
Good Friday is overcome by the Love of God. 
 
Please stand, as able 
Pastor  The evening has come and darkness will soon shroud us.  

 So too sin sees to shroud us from the grace and mercy of 
 God.  The powers of darkness tempt us, try to bind us and 
 work to take away real life.  But God refuses to let creation 
 be taken from Godself.  God refuses to let even one be 
 lost from God’s love.  God enters this world that we know 
 so well and breaks the power of darkness forever.  It is 
 Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who takes away the sin of the 
 world at the cost of his very own life.  The shroud of 
 darkness is removed. 

 
Pastor Let us pray. 
All Almighty God, look with mercy on your family for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and to be given 
over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 



 

 

The Word of God        Isaiah 53:3-9 
Asst He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering 

and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others 
hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no 
account. 

All Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried out diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and 
afflicted. 

 
Asst But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 

All Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his 
wounds we are healed. 

 
Asst All we, like sheep, have gone astray; we have all turned to our 

own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
All He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open 

his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 
sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth. 

 
Asst Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his 

wounds we are healed. 
All By a perversion of justice he was taken away.  Who could 

have imagined his future?  For he was cut off from the land of 
the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 

 
Asst They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with  the 

rich, although he had done no violence, and there  was no 
deceit in his mouth. 

All Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and  by his 
wounds we are healed. 

 
 



 

 

Reader 1   Many abandoned Jesus during the events of this day.  We 
have gathered to hear, see, and remember what 
happened in Jerusalem and at Golgotha on that first 
Good Friday. 

 
The Trials 
 
Reader 2 Soon after midnight, Jesus was arrested at Gethsemane 

by temple officials and was taken first to Annas and then 
to Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest for that year.  
Between 1:00 a.m. and daybreak, Jesus was tried before 
Caiaphas and the political Sanhedrin. 

 
Pastor The assembly of the elders of the people, both chief 

priests and scribes, gathered together, and they brought 
him to their council.  They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell 
us.”  Jesus replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I 
question you, you will not answer.  But from now on the 
Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power 
of God.”  All of them asked, “Are you the Son of God”?  
He said to them, “You say that I am.”  Then they said, 
“What further testimony do we need?  We have heard it 
ourselves from his own lips.”  (Luke 22:66-71) 

 
Reader 1 The guards then blindfolded him, spat on him, and struck 
  him in the face with their fists.  Soon after daybreak,   
  presumably at the temple, Jesus was tried before the  
  religious Sanhedrin (with the Pharisees and the    
  Sadducees) and again was found guilty of blasphemy, a 
  crime punishable by death. 
Reader 2 Next came the Roman trial.  Since permission for an 

execution had to come from the governing Romans, 
Jesus was taken early in the morning by the temple 
officials to the Praetorium at the Fortress of Antonio.  The 
residence and governmental seat of Pontius Pilate, the 
procurator of Judea. 



 

 

Reader 2 However, Jesus was presented to Pilate not as a 
blasphemer, but rather as a self-appointed king who 
would undermine the Roman authority.  Pilate made no 
charges against Jesus and sent him to Herod Antipas, the 
tetrarch of Judea.  Herod likewise made no official 
charges against Jesus and then returned him to Pilate. 

 
Reader 1 Again, Pilate could find no basis for a legal charge 

against Jesus, but the people persisted demanding 
crucifixion.  Pilate, by tradition released one prisoner 
during the time of Passover.  He thought the people 
would cry for Jesus’ release.  Instead they cried a cry that 
echoes even to us today. 

All “Crucify, crucify him”!  (Luke 23:21) 
 
The Scourging 
 
Reader 2 As the Roman soldiers repeatedly struck the victim’s back 

with full force, using a leather whip with iron balls and 
sheep bones attached, the iron balls would cause deep 
bruises, and the leather strips with sheep bones would cut 
into the skin.  Then as the flogging continued the 
lacerations would tear into the muscles.  Pain and blood 
loss set the stage for circulatory shock. 

 
 
Reader 1 The severe scourging, with its intense pain and 

appreciable blood loss, most probably left Jesus in a pre-
shock state.  Moreover, his skin was already rendered 
tender by the stressful events of the previous hours.  The 
physical and mental abuse served by the Jewish leaders 
and the Romans, as well as the lack of food, water, and 
sleep, also contributed to his generally weakened state. 

All Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and 
by his wounds we are healed. 



 

 

The Crucifixion 
 
Reader 2 Although the Romans did not invent crucifixion, they 

perfected it as a form of torture and capital punishment 
that was designed to produce a slow agonizing death.  It 
was one of the most disgraceful and cruel methods of 
execution and usually was reserved only for slaves, 
foreigners, revolutionaries, and the vilest of criminals. 

 
Reader 1 It was customary for the condemned man to carry his 

own cross from the flogging post to the site of the 
crucifixion outside the city walls.  He usually was naked, 
unless this was prohibited by local customs.  Since the 
weight of the entire cross was probably well over 300 
pounds, only the crossbar was carried.  The crossbar 
probably weighed between 75 and 100 pounds.  The 
cross was placed across the nape of the victim’s neck 
and balanced along both shoulders.  Usually, the out 
stretched arms were tied to the crossbar.  The 
processional to the site of the crucifixion was led by a 
complete Roman military guard, headed by a centurion.  
One of the soldiers carried a sign on which the man’s 
name and crime were displayed.  Later, the title board 
would be attached to the top of the cross. 

 

 
Hymn     Were You There 
    
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
 
 



 

 

Reader 2 Once at the site, the victim’s arms were nailed to the 
cross.  The nails were tapered iron spikes approximately 5-
7 inches long with a squared shaft of 3/8 of an inch in 
diameter.  Furthermore, archaeological findings and the 
Shroud of Turin have documented that the nails 
commonly were driven through the wrists rather than the 
palms of the hands.  The feet were fixed to the cross by 
nails.  When the nailing was completed, the title board 
was attached by nails or cords to the cross just above the 
victim’s head. 

 
Hymn     Were You There 
 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 
Reader 2 Jesus’ clothes, except for the linen loin cloth, again were 

removed, thereby reopening the wounds left by the 
scourging.  The soldiers and the civilian crowds taunted 
him throughout the crucifixion ordeal, and the soldiers 
cast lots for his clothing. 

All Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and 
by his wounds we are healed. 

 
Choir Anthem        Douglas Nolan 

Wounded Rose 
 
Pastor God meets us at the cross – the emblem of suffering and 

shame.  God meets us in the brokenness and pain of real 
life, speaking hope into despair, forgiveness into guilt, and 
life into death. 

 
 



 

 

Pastor This evening as we partake in this remembrance of our 
Savior Jesus the Christ’s cruel death, we are invited to 
speak the words “upon him was the punishment that 
made us whole, and by his wounds we are healed.”  
These words proclaim the mysteries of what God has 
done out of pure love for us.  Indeed with each slam of 
the hammer onto the nails, Jesus suffered our 
punishment, and by his wounds we are healed.  Jesus 
said, I have come that you may have life and have it 
abundantly.  Jesus Christ heals our deepest needs. 

 
 See the cross for what it is – the place where Jesus dies.  

The place where the Son of God is glorified.  The place 
where God acts for you and me. 

 
 This evening, we gather around the cross as witnesses to 

God’s love made real for all.  This evening, we give 
thanks for our Lord Jesus’ willingness to fulfill all things for 
us.  This evening, we look with hope to what Christ has 
done once and for all. 

 
 This evening may our hearts be moved to trust in Jesus 

and be renewed in faith.  Let us look to the cross and let 
us reflect on God’s grace poured for all – including you 
and me. 

 
(You are invited into silent reflection.  If you desire, you may come to the 
area near the cross to kneel for prayer and adoration of the cross.) 
 
Pastor Behold the cross. Behold the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world.  Behold. 
All Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and 

by his wounds we are healed. 
 
 
 



 

 

Reader 1 Christ spoke seven times from the cross.  Since speech 
occurs during exhalation, these short, tense utterances 
must have been particularly difficult and painful. 

 
The Seven Utterances Of Jesus From The Cross 

 
The First Word         Luke 23-34a 
34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know  
  what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 

Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Second Word        Luke 23:43 

43“He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 

Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes 
Part II 

 
4 Jesus, pitying the sighs of the thief, who near thee dies, 

promising him paradise:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

5  May we in our guilt and shame still thy love and mercy claim, 
calling humbly on thy name:  hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
6 May our hearts to thee incline, looking from our cross to thine.  

Cheer our souls with hope divine:  hear us, holy Jesus. 



 

 

 
The Third Word        John 19:26b, 27a 

26bWhen Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is 
your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.”  And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. 

Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes 
Part III 

 
7 Jesus, loving to the end her whose heart thy sorrows rend, and 

thy dearest human friend:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
8 May we in thy sorrows share, for thy sake all peril dare, and 

enjoy thy tender care:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
9 May we all thy loved ones be, all one holy family, loving for 

the love of thee:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
 

The Fourth Word          Mark 15:34 
34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice “Eloi, Eloi, 

lema sabachthani”?  Which means, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” 

 
Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes 

Part IV 
10 Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown, with our evil left alone, 

while no light from heav’n is shown: hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
11 When we seem in vain to pray and our hope seems far away, 

in the darkness be our stay:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
12 Though no Father seem to hear, though no light our spirts 

cheer, may we know that God is near:  hear us, holy Jesus. 



 

 

 
The Fifth Word         John 19:28b 

28bAfter this, when Jesus knew that all was not finished, he said (in 
order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 

 
Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes 

Part V 
 

13 Jesus, in thy thirst and pain, while thy wounds thy lifeblood 
drain, thirsting more our love to gain:  hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
14 Thirst for us in mercy still; all thy holy work fulfill; satisfy thy 

loving will:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
15 May we thirst thy love to know; lead us in our sin and woe 

where the healing waters flow:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
 

The Sixth Word         John 10:30b 
30bWhen Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.”  

Then he bowed his head and gave us his spirit. 
 

Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes 
Part VI 

 
16 Jesus, all our ransom paid, all thy Father’s will obeyed; by thy 

suff’rings perfect made:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
17 Save us in our soul’s distress; be our help to cheer and bless, 

while we grow in holiness:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
18 Brighten all our heav’nward way with an ever holier ray till we 

pass to perfect day:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
 



 

 

 
The Seventh Word         Luke 23:46 

46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your 
hands I commend my spirit.”  Having said this, he breathed his 
last. 

Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes 
Part VII 

 
19 Jesus, all thy labor vast, all thy woe and conflict past; yielding 

up thy soul at last:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
20 When the death shades round us low’r, guard us from the 

tempter’s pow’r, keep us in that trial hour:  hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
21 May thy life and death supply grace to live and grace to die, 

grace to reach the home on high:  hear us holy Jesus. 
 
 

Pastor Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the 
 savior of the world. 
All Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 
Pastor We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
All By your holy cross  
 you have redeemed the world. 
 
Pastor We glory in your cross, O Lord. 
All For by your cross life has come into the world. 

 
Pastor Upon him was the punishment that makes us whole. 
All By his wounds we are healed. 

 
The Christ candle is removed. 

 
 



 

 

 
The congregation will join in whispering the Lord’s Prayer. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

 
The Christ candle is returned to the sanctuary. 

 
Pastor Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
All The light no darkness can overcome. 
 
The congregation may sit quietly for prayer and reflection. When 
ready to leave, please exit in silence. 
 
 
 

 
The worship service will continue on Easter Saturday evening and 
Easter Sunday morning. 

 
It is Friday – But Sunday is coming! 

 
 
Serving at worship tonight 
 
Acolyte    Evelyn Gault 
Lectors    Brandi Painter, Anna Gerald 
Ushers   Dennis Broughton, JP Massa 
Dulcimer  Cheryl Moon 
Recorder  Kay Fritz Stafford 
 



 

 

Prayer and Care 
How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Director of Music/Organist 

Kelsey Scheuerman, Director of Joyful Noise 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 



 

 

Connect 
I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 
 
Received Communion   ______ 
 
What  would you like us to know? 
 
____ I’m Visi ng            ____ I’m  a member 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

 
How did you find us? 
 
____ I was invited! 

____ Google                    ____ Social Media 

____ Other  

 
What describes you best? 
 
____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single       ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed     ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 
 
Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Please place in the offering plate. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 


