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Midweek Lenten Worship 
ELW Service of the Word 

 
 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Pastor  In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
Pastor Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pastor  Most merciful God, 
All we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG 
The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include one or more of the 
following: hymns, psalms; a Kyrie; a canticle of praise. 
 
GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
KYRIE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for 
us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame 
and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
2 Corinthians 4: 7-12 
7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ 
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, 
but life in you. 
 
Lector  The word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOMILY 
The assembly is seated. 
Clay jars are fragile and often get chipped if not cracked and broken – yet God chooses to pour 
God’s treasure into clay jars and blesses us to be a blessing. During Lent we will explore 
examples of clay jars that may have looked like or felt like cracked pots. 
February 24  Samson 
March 3  Puah 



March 10  Hosea 
March 17  Esther 
March 24  Eudias and Syntyche 
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Pastor  Let us join in professing the faith with the ancient words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the  ☩ life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers will be offered by the congregation. Please offer petitions aloud – concluding the 
petition with Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Pastor  With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
Petitions will be offered. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Let us pray. 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
CHARGE 
Pastor  Go out into the world in peace; 
  have courage; 
  hold on to what is good; 
  return no one evil for evil; 
  strengthen the faint hearted; 
  support the weak and help the suffering; 
  honor all people; 

love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
BLESSING 
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, in Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of almighty God, Father   
☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
We have this treasure in clay jars – go and share. 
Thanks be to God. 
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