First Evangelical Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

10:00am Worship & Communion

We welcome all people into
grace through faith as we
belong, behave and believe in
Jesus Christ.

Welcome! Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to
introduce yourself to someone near you. If you are a visitor to First
Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the
service folder and place it in the offering plate.

First Sunday in Lent
Sunday
February 21, 2021
10:00am
HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Please stand as able.
Confession and Forgiveness
be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the
covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock and our
redeemer.
All Amen.

Pastor Blessed

Pastor

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water,
All pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to
be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have
torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the
world you so love. Amen.

Pastor
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Pastor

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of
God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no
more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.

Gathering Song

ELW#321

Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church
Greeting
Pastor The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.
Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day
Pastor

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you
saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you
protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism.
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may
have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.
First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of
human sin, God destroys the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his
family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives
way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses
humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.
8God

said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after
you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as
many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you,
that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood,
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”
12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Lector
All

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Cantor

Cantor

Cantor

Psalm 25

Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths,
guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my
savior. Antiphon
Remember that your compassion, O Lord, and your kindness
are from of old. In your kindness remember me, because of
your goodness, O Lord.
Antiphon
Good and upright is the Lord; thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice, he teaches the humble his
way. Antiphon

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to
God, so God acts through baptism to save us from a sinful
existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
18Christ

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through
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the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is
at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
made subject to him.
Lector
All

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please Stand as able.

Gospel Acclamation

Pastor The

holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 1stchapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when
he is tested by Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of
God’s reign.
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.
13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he
was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.”
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Pastor

All

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be Seated
Sermon

Rev. Richard A. Rhoades

Hymn of the Day

ACS#922
When We Are Tested

Creed
Asst With the whole church,
we join in professing the Christian Faith.
All I believe in God, the Father almighty
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life ☩ everlasting. Amen
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Prayers of Intercession
Asst Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church,
the world, and all in need.
Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection.

Asst Holy God, In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every
place and time. Give your church throughout the world a spirit
of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the
good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst You have made a covenant of mercy with every living
creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction, we
especially lift up the endangered sea turtles that experienced
thermal shock over the last week at our Texas coast. Empower
the work of biologists, conservationists, and science
educators. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the
words and actions of leaders in our community and
throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the
lowly. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside
migrants and refugees crossing dangerous lands. Tend to
those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to
all who suffer including Carl, Bobby, Garland, Sluggo, those
on our sustaining prayer list, and those we name now… . Hear
us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
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Asst In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children.
Nurture us in our baptismal identity and teach us to live within
it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s
ministries of care and concern, including Feed Galveston.
Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst You have yoked us in ministry with partners near and far. We
pray for Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, the seminaries of the
church, and our international partners in Peru, the Central
African Republic and the Massai in Tanzania. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
Asst In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. We praise you for all those who have died trusting in
your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your
reign. Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Pastor

Passing the Peace
Please greet others with a wave to maintain social distancing.
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Please stand as able.

Offering Prayer
Asst Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you
meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany
us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord Amen.
Great Thanksgiving

Preface
Pastor

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy

Please kneel as able.

Thanksgiving at the Table
Pastor

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed
one.
Page 15

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
Lord's Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Pastor

Invitation To Communion
Pastor

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.
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Communion Song

Reception of Holy Communion

Ushers will direct you to follow social distancing as you come forward to receive
the promise of God’s grace in the bread and wine, the Body and Blood of Christ.
As you come forward you will find stationary offering plates in which to place
your offering. As you come forward, keep your face mask on. Observe social
distancing. Extend your hand toward the celebrant who will place a wafer of
bread on your open palm. You may respond with the affirmation, “Amen.” Step
to the side, lift your mask to eat the wafer and then replace your mask. Step to
the communion tray station where an assistant guide you to pick up your own
prefilled cup of wine. You may again offer the affirmation, “Amen.” Then step to
the side, lift your mask to drink the wine, lower your mask, place the used cup in a
receptacle and then return to your pew by the side aisle.

Please stand as able.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion
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Pastor

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.

Prayer
Asst God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power
of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Blessing
Pastor You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
Sending Song

ELW#504
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Dismissal
Asst Go in peace. Share the good news.
All Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?

- The Evangelism Team
This Week at First Lutheran
Sunday – Holy Communion, 10:00am
Sunday - Family Sunday, Following Worship
Tuesday - Bible Study, 6:30pm Online
Wednesday - Lenten Service, 12:00pm
Sunday - Team Leader Meeting, Following Worship
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Prayer Concerns: Bobby Sanderson, Garland Terry, Carl Davis,
Sluggo Thiem
Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Pat Henderson, Gene Nelson,
Anita Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King, Susan Schultz,
Cheryl Jaynes, Darrell Brooks, Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom,
Nicole Cheramie, George Badger, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser,
Barbara Austin, Kristi Martorell, Patty Geml Goodwin, Helga Garcia,
Dana Connor, Darlene Badovinac.
Serving at Worship Today
Lay Minister
Lector
Cantor
Ushers

Doryn Glenn
JP Massa
Kelsey Scheuerman
James Agrella

New Members Classes Pastor Rhoades will be gathering those
interested in becoming members of First Lutheran for a three
session class beginning March 14 following the worship service in
the main sanctuary. The sessions will last approximately 1 hour and
will be held March 14, 21 and 28. New Members will be received
on Easter Sunday (April 4) during the worship service. If interested
please contact Pastor Rhoades or the Church Office. If you would
prefer a virtual setting let us know!
Virtual Bible Study – Reading Through Galatians
Join Pastor Rhoades virtually on Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm to
read through and study Galatians. Please sign up by reaching out
to the church office or Pastor Rhoades. Pastor will send you the link
and also provide digital materials to assist in the study. This study
will begin on February 23rd.
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Bible Time Travel has started! Kids from Pre K-6 can enjoy weekly
videos that help them dive into the bible stories. Find the videos
at: http://www.firstlutherangalveston.com/kids-mission. Contact
emily@firstlutherangalveston.com for supplies.
February’s Family Sunday is Feb 21st right after the church service.
This once per month gathering is for families with children in Pre K6th grade. It can be attended in-person or virtually. RSVP to
emily@firstlutherangalveston.com.
Upcoming Commemorations
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156
Tuesday, February 23, 2021
Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of
Revelation, as well as the important early church fathers Irenaeus
and Ignatius, Polycarp serves as a vital link in church history. He
was burned at the stake at age 86 for refusing to renounce his
faith.
Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921
Thursday, February 25, 2021
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was
asked to come and minister to the poor and to seamen in New
York City. She established the Deaconess House in Brooklyn as well
as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis.
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Prayer and Care
How can we pray for you?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com
Web site: firstlutherangalveston.com

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday
9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers
The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor
Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community
Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator

__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Please tell us about your experience today.
We value your thoughts.
__________________________________________

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster

__________________________________________

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director

__________________________________________

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA

__________________________________________

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum
Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Connect
I’m Here on (date): __________________________
Received Communion

______

Sermon Notes
_____________________________
_____________________________

What would you like us to know?
____ I’m Visi ng

____ I’m a member

____ Please add me to the mailing list

_____________________________
_____________________________

____ I want to Join First Lutheran

_____________________________

How did you find us?

_____________________________

____ I was invited!

_____________________________

____ Google

____ Social Media

_____________________________

____ Other
What describes you best?
____ Student (school) _______________________
____ Single
____ Single Parent
____ Widowed
____ Engaged
____ Married (spouse) _______________________

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

How can we connect with you?
Name: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_____________________________

_________________________________________

_____________________________

City: _____________________________________

_____________________________

State/Zip: _________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________

_____________________________

Email: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Birthday: _________________________________

_____________________________

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
2415 Avenue G
Galveston, TX 77550

Please place in the oﬀering plate.

409-762-8477

