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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

10:00am Worship & Communion 



 

 

We welcome all people into 

grace through faith as we 

belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome!  Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to 

introduce yourself to someone near you.  If you are a visitor to First 

Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the 

service folder and place it in the offering plate. 



 

 

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 
Sunday 

January 31, 2021 

10:00am  
 HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Prelude  

        
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the 

 waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose 

 goodness cascades over all creation. 
All Amen. 

 

Pastor Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Pastor Holy God, 
All you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our 

 ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our 

 own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, 

 failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those 

 who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and 

 fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, 

 for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words 

 are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your 

 divine mercy.  Amen. 



 

 



 

 

Pastor How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ 

 Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as 

 God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of 

 God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved 

 community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling 

 peace. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song         ELW#311  

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Greeting 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 

 

Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Pastor Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your 

 radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our 

 Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to 

 us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your 

 Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Children’s Message 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.    

 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an 

updating of the law for the Israelite community as the people wait 

to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that 

God will continue to guide them through prophets who will 

proclaim the divine word. 

 

 



 

 

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet 

like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a 

prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at 

Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the 

voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great 

fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what 

they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 

among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 

prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 
19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall 

speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 

prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes 

to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the 

prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm           Psalm 111 

Cantor Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in 

 the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. Great are 

 the deeds of the Lord! They are studied by all who delight in 

 them. Antiphon 

 

Cantor His work is full of majesty and splendor, and his righteousness 

 endures forever. He makes his marvelous works to be 

 remembered; the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
 Antiphon 

 

 



 

 

Cantor He gives food to those who fear him, he is ever mindful of his 

 covenant. He has shown his people the power of his works in 

 giving the, the lands of the nations.  Antiphon 

 

Cantor The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; all his 

 commandments are sure. They stand fast forever and ever, 

 because they are done in truth and equity.  Antiphon 

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use 

their freedom in Christ as license to engage in non-Christian 

behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable 

believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their 

behavior does not cause another to sin. 

 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us 

possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 
2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 

necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by 

him. 

  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that 

“no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but 

one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in 

heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many 

lords—6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all 

things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 

whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since 

some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still 

think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their 

conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close 

to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if 

we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow 

become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, 

who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might 



 

 

they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the 

point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 

those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But 

when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound 

their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, 

if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may 

not cause one of them to fall.  

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please Stand as able. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 
Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a 

man, yet they recognize Jesus and know what his power means for 

them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are 

amazed at his authority. 

 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the 

sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.22They 

were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 

authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their 

synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, 



 

 



 

 

“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 

to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But 

Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And 

the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, 

came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 

one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 

commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At 

once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region 

of Galilee. 

 

Pastor  The gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be Seated 

 
Sermon         Rev. Jen Kinsvatter 

          Lutherhill Ministries 

 

Hymn of the Day         ELW#520 

Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 

Creed 

 

Asst With the whole church,  

 we join in professing the Christian Faith. 

 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 



 

 

 
  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life ☩ everlasting.   Amen  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 

Asst Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.  

 
Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Asst For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ 

throughout the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, 

and lay leaders; for the church and its many ministries, let us 

pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and 

soil, forests and farms; and for those tasked with protecting our 

natural resources and all that exists and for our own role in 

being good stewards, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue 

professionals and legal aid attorneys, elected officials and 

grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being of 

civil society. We remember President Biden, Governor Abbott 

and Mayor Brown, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 



 

 

Asst For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick 

and hospitalized, those contending with COVID-19, those 

struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 

homeless, and all in any need including Carl, Roger, Bobby, 

Anna, those on our sustaining prayer list and those we name 

now… ; for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health 

aides, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those 

absent from worship, those celebrating birthdays or 

anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other 

needs in our community, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For our ministry partners near and far including Bishops Eaton 

and Rinehart, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries including Lutherhill 

Ministries and Zion Retreat Center, and for our international 

partners in the Central African Republic, Peru and the Massai 

in Tanzania, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, 

in thanksgiving for the baptized who have died in the Lord 

including Herbie Doreck, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Pastor Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or 

silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace  

Please greet others with a wave to maintain social distancing. 

  



 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Asst O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother 

 receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in 

 your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend 

 to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

 grace.  Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface 

 

Pastor  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy……. 

   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please kneel as able. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Pastor Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 

 ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

 into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

 
Invitation To Communion 

 

Pastor Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

 Come and be fed. 



 

 

Communion Song 

 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Ushers will direct you to follow social distancing as you come forward to receive 

the promise of God’s grace in the bread and wine, the Body and Blood of Christ. 

As you come forward you will find stationary offering plates in which to place 

your offering. As you come forward, keep your face mask on. Observe social 

distancing. Extend your hand toward the celebrant who will place a wafer of 

bread on your open palm. You may respond with the affirmation, “Amen.” Step 

to the side, lift your mask to eat the wafer and then replace your mask. Step to 

the communion tray station where an assistant guide you to pick up your own 

prefilled cup of wine. You may again offer the affirmation, “Amen.” Then step to 

the side, lift your mask to drink the wine, lower your mask, place the used cup in a 

receptacle and then return to your pew by the side aisle. 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Music during the reception of Holy Communion 

 

Pastor  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 

          strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 



 

 

Prayer  

Asst Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life 

 and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this 

 banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good 

 news and serve others in your name. 
 Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Pastor God the creator strengthen you; 

 Jesus the beloved fill you; 

 and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
 Amen. 

 

Sending Song          ELW#655 

Son of God, Eternal Savior 

Dismissal 

 

Asst Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
All  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude  
Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire? 

 -  The Evangelism Team 

 
This Week at First Lutheran 

Sunday – Holy Communion, 10:00am 

Tuesday - Bible Study, 6:30pm Online 

Wednesday - Open Church, 2:00pm 

Wednesday - Communion, 3:00pm 

 



 

 



 

 

Prayer Concerns: Roger Low, Carl Davis, Bobby Sanderson, Anna 

Gerald 

 

Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Pat Henderson, Gene Nelson, 

Anita Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King, Susan Schultz, 

Cheryl Jaynes,  Darrell Brooks, Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom,  

Nicole Cheramie, George Badger, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser, 

Barbara Austin, Kristi Martorell, Patty Geml Goodwin, Helga Garcia, 

Dana Connor, Darlene Badovinac, Sluggo Thiem. 

 

Serving at Worship Today 

Lay Minister    Jeff Peterson 

Lector     Suzanne Peterson  

Cantor     Kelsey Scheuerman 

Ushers     Dennis Broughton 

      Paul Martin 

 

The Mission Team is going to have our Coat, Blanket and Socks 

Drive starting January 8th through February 12th. We will have a 

box in the hall by the Main Office. These will be given to Christus 

Daily Bread to help those who are less fortunate or those going 

through hard times right now. We are taking new or nice, clean 

used items so this is a good time to clean out your closets!!  
 

No Magazines Accepted For many years First has collected 

magazines to be shared with UTMB, during these days of COVID-

19, UTMB is NOT accepting the donation of magazines. Consider 

recycling the magazines until such time as donations are 

accepted again. 



 

 

Bible Time Travel has started! Kids from Pre K-6 can enjoy weekly 

videos that help them dive into the bible stories. Find the videos 

at: http://www.firstlutherangalveston.com/kids-mission. Contact 

emily@firstlutherangalveston.com for supplies.  

 

Theology on Tap (for young adults 21-39) will gather virtually on 

Feb 10th and 24th at 7PM. Email emily@firstlutherangalveston.com 

for the link. 

 

College Devotion is Feb 11th at 7PM. Email 

emily@firstlutherangalveston.com for the virtual link. 

 

Little Steps gathers in-person and virtually on Feb 13th at 11AM. This 

group is for families with children between 0 and 3. Contact 

emily@firstlutherangalveston.com for the details. 

 

February’s Family Sunday is Feb 21st right after the church service. 

This once per month gathering is for families with children in Pre K-

6th grade. It can be attended in-person or virtually. RSVP to 

emily@firstlutherangalveston.com. 

 

Lent to Begin February 17 Plan now to attend either in person or 

virtually the Ash Wednesday Worship Services at 12 noon and 6:30 

pm in the main sanctuary. Let us walk together the journey toward 

Easter.  

http://www.firstlutherangalveston.com/kids-mission
mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com
mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com
mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com
mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com
mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com


 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

 

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle 

Paul. Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas 

was imprisoned with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earth-

quake. 
Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the begin-

ning, as demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a sell-

er of purple goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for chari-

table works; and Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae. 
Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, 

Aquinas worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. 

A member of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a 

hymnwriter. 
Presentation of Our Lord 

Tuesday, February 2, 2021 

Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph pre-

sented him in the temple in accordance with Jewish law. There they were 

greeted by Simeon, an aged priest who offered the song "Lord, now you let 

your servant depart in peace," as well as by the prophet Anna, who spoke 

of the redemption of Israel. 
Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to 

Germany where he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for 

his love for poor people. 
The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 

Friday, February 5, 2021 

Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and 

Franciscan missionaries. The religion was suppressed, however, and in 1597 

twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified. Nevertheless, Christiani-

ty survived and later prospered. 



 

 

Prayer and Care 

How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster 

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 



 

 

Connect 
I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 
 
Received Communion  ______ 
 
What  would you like us to know? 
 
____ I’m Visiting          ____ I’m  a member 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

 
How did you find us? 
 
____ I was invited! 

____ Google                  ____ Social Media 

____ Other  

 
What describes you best? 
 
____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single    ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed   ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 
 
Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Please place in the offering plate. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 


