
 

 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

10:00am Worship & Communion 



 

 

We welcome all people into 

grace through faith as we 

belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome!  Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to 

introduce yourself to someone near you.  If you are a visitor to First 

Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the 

service folder and place it in the offering plate. 



 

 

Third Sunday After Epiphany 
Sunday 

January 24, 2021 

10:00am  
 HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Prelude  

        
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the 

 waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose 

 goodness cascades over all creation. 
All Amen. 

 

Pastor Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Pastor Holy God, 
All you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our 

 ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our 

 own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, 

 failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those 

 who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and 

 fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, 

 for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words 

 are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your 

 divine mercy.  Amen. 



 

 



 

 

Pastor How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ 

 Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as 

 God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of 

 God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved 

 community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling 

 peace. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song         ELW#308  

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! 

Greeting 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 

 

Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Pastor Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in 

 your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy 

 of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Children’s Message 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.    

 
First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is 

given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty 

days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The 

point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question 

“On whom should God have mercy?” 

 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get 

up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message 

that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according 

to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large 



 

 

city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 

going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and 

Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 

believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 

small, put on sackcloth. 

  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said 

he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm           Psalm 62 

Cantor For God alone my silence waits; truly, my hope is in him. He 

 alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I 

 shall not be shaken. Antiphon 

 

Cantor In God is my safety and my honor; God is my strong rock and 

 my refuge, put your trust in Him always, O people, pour out 

 your hearts before Him, for God is our refuge.  Antiphon 
 

Cantor Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, even those of 

 low estate cannot be trusted. On the scales they are lighter 

 than a breath, all of them together. Antiphon 

 

Cantor Put no trust in extortion, in robbery take no empty pride; 

 though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. God has 

 spoken once, twice have I heard it, that power belongs to 

 God.  Antiphon 

 



 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social 

institutions. He does, however, want Christians to live in the present 

in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has 

dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from 

now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had 

none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, 

and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and 

those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those 

who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. 

For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please Stand as able. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that 

becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is 

ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with 

repentance and faith. 



 

 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 

the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 

news.” 

  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 

his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 

you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending 

the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

Pastor  The gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be Seated 

 
Sermon         Rev. Richard A. Rhoades 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day         ELW#817 

You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Creed 

 

Asst With the whole church,  

 we join in professing the Christian Faith. 

 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life ☩ everlasting.   Amen  

 

 

 

 

  
Prayers of Intercession 

 

Asst Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.  

 
Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 



 

 

 
Asst For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, 

for deacons and deaconesses, for the laity young and old, 

and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news 

of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather 

and clean water, and for the well-being of creation, that God 

raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the 

earth, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the 

world, for nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, for 

planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God 

inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast 

and all who await relief including Roger, Herbie, Carl, those on 

our sustaining prayer list, and those we name now… , that in 

the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, 

let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Asst For our congregation and community, for families big and 

small, and for the Lutheran Music Academy that meets during 

the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all 

relationships, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst For our ministry partners including Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, 

Upbring-Lutheran Social services and Lutheran Services in 

America, along with our international partners in Peru, the 

Central African Republic and the Massai in Tanzania, let us 

pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Asst In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve 

as an example of gospel living, that they point us to salvation 

through Christ, let us pray. 
All Have mercy, O God. 

 

Pastor Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or 

silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace  

Please greet others with a wave to maintain social distancing. 

  



 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Asst O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother 

 receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in 

 your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend 

 to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

 grace. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface 

 

Pastor  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy……. 

   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please kneel as able. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Pastor Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 

 ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

 into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

 
Invitation To Communion 

 

Pastor Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

 Come and be fed. 



 

 

Communion Song 

 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Ushers will direct you to follow social distancing as you come forward to receive 

the promise of God’s grace in the bread and wine, the Body and Blood of Christ. 

As you come forward you will find stationary offering plates in which to place 

your offering. As you come forward, keep your face mask on. Observe social 

distancing. Extend your hand toward the celebrant who will place a wafer of 

bread on your open palm. You may respond with the affirmation, “Amen.” Step 

to the side, lift your mask to eat the wafer and then replace your mask. Step to 

the communion tray station where an assistant guide you to pick up your own 

prefilled cup of wine. You may again offer the affirmation, “Amen.” Then step to 

the side, lift your mask to drink the wine, lower your mask, place the used cup in a 

receptacle and then return to your pew by the side aisle. 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Music during the reception of Holy Communion 

 

Pastor  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 

          strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 



 

 

Prayer  

Asst Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life 

 and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this 

 banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good 

 news and serve others in your name. 
 Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Pastor God the creator strengthen you; 

 Jesus the beloved fill you; 

 and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
 Amen. 

 

Sending Song          ELW#696 

Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult 

Dismissal 

 

Asst Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
All  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude  
Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire? 

 -  The Evangelism Team 

 
This Week at First Lutheran 

Sunday – Holy Communion, 10:00am 

Sunday - Family Sunday - After service 11:00am 

Tuesday - Bible Study, 6:30pm Online 

Thursday - Theology on Tap, 7:00pm Online 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Prayer Concerns: Roger Low, Herbie Doreck, Carl Davis 

 

Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Pat Henderson, Gene Nelson, 

Anita Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King, Susan Schultz, 

Cheryl Jaynes,  Darrell Brooks, Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom,  

Nicole Cheramie, George Badger, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser, 

Barbara Austin, Kristi Martorell, Patty Geml Goodwin, Helga Garcia, 

Dana Connor, Darlene Badovinac, Sluggo Thiem. 

 
Serving at Worship Today 

Lay Minister    Stan Humphrey 

Lector     Anna Gerald  

Cantor     Barbara Frank 

Ushers     Jim Gainer 

      Paul Badovinac 

 

 

Family Sunday will be on Jan 24th at 11am (right after worship 

ends). This group is for families with children from Pre-K to 6 grade. 

It will gather in-person (fellowship hall) and virtually. This month, the 

group will kick off a new round of virtual Faith Formation lessons: 

Bible Time Travel. Please RSVP to emily@firstlutherangalveston.com 

by Jan 17. 

 

The Mission Team is going to have our Coat, Blanket and Socks 

Drive starting January 8th through February 12th. We will have a 

box in the hall by the Main Office. These will be given to Christus 

Daily Bread to help those who are less fortunate or those going 

through hard times right now. We are taking new or nice, clean 

used items so this is a good time to clean out your closets!!  
 

No Magazines Accepted For many years First has collected 

magazines to be shared with UTMB, during these days of COVID-

19, UTMB is NOT accepting the donation of magazines. Consider 

recycling the magazines until such time as donations are 

accepted again. 

mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com


 

 



 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

 

Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156 

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 

When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to invade Finland for the purpose of 

converting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is 

recognized as the patron saint of Finland. 
Agnes, martyr, died around 304 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her martyr-

dom are not clear, but she gave witness to her faith and was put to death 

as a result, most likely by the sword. The church has honored her as one of 

the chief martyrs of her time. 
Conversion of Paul 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now 

comes to an end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pil-

lar of the early church, the apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ 

turned him from persecutor of the followers of Christ to one of their leaders. 
Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle 

Paul. Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas 

was imprisoned with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earth-

quake. 
Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the begin-

ning, as demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a sell-

er of purple goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for chari-

table works; and Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae. 
Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, 

Aquinas worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. 

A member of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a 

hymnwriter. 



 

 

Prayer and Care 

How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster 

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 



 

 

Connect 
I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 
 
Received Communion  ______ 
 
What  would you like us to know? 
 
____ I’m Visiting          ____ I’m  a member 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

 
How did you find us? 
 
____ I was invited! 

____ Google                  ____ Social Media 

____ Other  

 
What describes you best? 
 
____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single    ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed   ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 
 
Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Please place in the offering plate. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 


