First Evangelical Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

10:00am Worship & Communion

We welcome all people into
grace through faith as we
belong, behave and believe in
Jesus Christ.

Welcome! Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to
introduce yourself to someone near you. If you are a visitor to First
Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the
service folder and place it in the offering plate.

Epiphany of Our Lord
Sunday
January 3, 2021
10:00am
HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Please stand as able.
Confession and Forgiveness
be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the
beginning, who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us
with justice and mercy.
All Amen.
Pastor Blessed

Pastor

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection.
Pastor

God of goodness and lovingkindness,

All we confess that we have sinned against you and our
neighbors. We have turned away from your invitation to new
life. We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In
your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to
live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us
all our sins, not through our own work, but through ☩ Jesus
Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the
manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen.
Pastor

Gathering Song

ELW#289
Angels We Have Heard on High

Greeting
Pastor The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.
Glory

Prayer of the Day
Pastor

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your
presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message
Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her
because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful
food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come
streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.

1Arise,

shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
Lector

Word of God, word of life.

All

Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11)
1Give

the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

4Let

him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
7In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall
be no more.
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.
11May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
13He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.
14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made
known through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ
both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s
promised salvation.
1This

is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote
above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former
generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the

Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.
7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of
God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power.
8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to
God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
Lector
All

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please Stand as able.

Gospel Acclimation

Pastor The

holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to
honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome

the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”
3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.
Pastor

All

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be Seated

Sermon

Rev. Richard A. Rhoades

Hymn of the Day
Creed

ELW#295
Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Asst We affirm the Christian faith
with the ancient words of the Nicene Creed.
All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Asst Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection.

Asst Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people
live as beacons of your redemption. Give wisdom and
courage to your church that it may speak with boldness and
confidence, even when words of mercy are met with scorn.
Let us ask of the Lord.
All Grant this, O Lord.
Asst Show us your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun.
Place wonder into the hearts of those who search the skies
and explore the heavens. Curb waste and pollution, that all
might have clean air to breathe. Let us ask of the Lord.
All Grant this, O Lord.
Asst Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise
up advocates who champion the cause of exploited and
vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to be generous with
abundance, that all people might live in stability and
freedom. Let us ask of the Lord.
All Grant this, O Lord.

Asst Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love,
support, and restoration. Dispel fears and shadows. Restore
broken relationships and mend broken hearts. Bring relief to
those who are sick or struggling including Sluggo, Roger, those
on our sustaining prayer list, and those we name now… . Let us
ask of the Lord.
All Grant this, O Lord.
Asst Send traveling mercies upon all who journey home by other
roads. Guard refugees, immigrants, and asylum seekers.
Protect families fleeing conflict in their homelands or abuse in
their homes. Tend to those who have no place to lay their
heads. Let us ask of the Lord.
All Grant this, O Lord.
Asst Bless our ministry partners near ands far including Bishops
Eaton and Rinehart, Upbring- Lutheran Social Services,
Lutherhill Ministries, and our international partners in Peru, the
Central African Republic and the Massai in Tanzania. Let us
ask of the Lord.
All Grant this, O Lord.
Asst According to the boundless riches of Christ, you draw all your
saints, from the least to the greatest, to your heavenly places.
As you created all things, make all things new again in the
splendor of your glory. Let us ask of the Lord.
All Grant this, O Lord.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as
we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
All Amen
Pastor

Passing the Peace
Please greet others with a wave to maintain social distancing.

Offering Prayer
Asst Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy
and salvation to the earth. Nourish us at your banquet table,
that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your
peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Please stand as able.

Great Thanksgiving

Preface
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Please kneel as able.

Thanksgiving at the Table
Pastor

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
All Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
All Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord's Prayer
Pastor

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Invitation To Communion
Pastor

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.

Reception of Holy Communion
Ushers will direct you to follow social distancing as you come forward to receive
the promise of God’s grace in the bread and wine, the Body and Blood of Christ.
As you come forward you will find stationary offering plates in which to place
your offering. As you come forward, keep your face mask on. Observe social
distancing. Extend your hand toward the celebrant who will place a wafer of
bread on your open palm. You may respond with the affirmation, “Amen.” Step
to the side, lift your mask to eat the wafer and then replace your mask. Step to
the communion tray station where an assistant guide you to pick up your own
prefilled cup of wine. You may again offer the affirmation, “Amen.” Then step to
the side, lift your mask to drink the wine, lower your mask, place the used cup in a
receptacle and then return to your pew by the side aisle.

Please stand as able.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion
Pastor

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.

Prayer
Asst Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for
us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life
forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our
hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.
Blessing
Pastor Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed
joy through the angels, sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through the
Word made flesh.
Amen.
Sending Song

Dismissal

ELW#726
Light Dawns on a Weary World

Asst Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
All Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Someone will keep going tomorrow
because you prayed for them tonight.

- The Evangelism Team`
This Week at First Lutheran
Sunday – Holy Communion, 10:00am
Sunday- Holy Communion, 5:30pm

Prayer Concerns: Sluggo Thiem, Roger Low
Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Herbie Doreck, Pat Henderson,
Gene Nelson, Anita Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King,
Susan Schultz, Bernice Klyng, Cheryl Jaynes, Darrell Brooks,
Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom, Nicole Cheramie, George
Badger, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser, Barbara Austin, Kristi Martorell,
Patty Geml Goodwin, Helga Garcia, Dana Connor, Darlene
Badovinac.
Serving at Worship Today
Lay Minister
Doryn Glenn
Lector
Kay Fritz
Ushers
JP Massa
The 2021 Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on
Sunday, January 17th following the 10:00 am worship service in the
Sanctuary. During this meeting we will elect a new church council
member, approve a budget for 2021, and select voting members
for the 2021 TXLA Synod Assembly.
.

Upcoming Commemorations
Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF)
Saturday, January 9, 2021
African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore,
archbishop of Canterbury, in developing the church in England.
He was director of a school at which church leaders were trained.
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968
Friday, January 15, 2021
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King
was an eloquent preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance
to race-segregated society, and recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on April 4,
1968.
HELP – The Lyceum NEEDS you! Volunteers are needed over the
next two weeks to do general indoor cleaning (dusting, washing
walls, plexiglass, changing lightbulbs, etc). If you can help, please
contact Cynthia at 409-789-4142,
cynthiamceldowney@gmail.com.

Prayer and Care
How can we pray for you?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com
Web site: firstlutherangalveston.com

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday
9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers
The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor
Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community
Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator

__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Please tell us about your experience today.

We value your thoughts.
__________________________________________

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster

__________________________________________

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director

__________________________________________

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA

__________________________________________

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum
Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Connect
I’m Here on (date): __________________________
Received Communion

______

Sermon Notes

_____________________________
_____________________________

What would you like us to know?
____ I’m Visiting

____ I’m a member

_____________________________

____ Please add me to the mailing list

_____________________________

____ I want to Join First Lutheran

_____________________________

How did you find us?

_____________________________

____ I was invited!

_____________________________

____ Google

____ Social Media

_____________________________

____ Other
What describes you best?
____ Student (school) _______________________
____ Single
____ Single Parent
____ Widowed
____ Engaged
____ Married (spouse) _______________________

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

How can we connect with you?
Name: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_____________________________

_________________________________________

_____________________________

City: _____________________________________

_____________________________

State/Zip: _________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________

_____________________________

Email: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Birthday: _________________________________

_____________________________

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
2415 Avenue G

Galveston, TX 77550
Please place in the offering plate.

409-762-8477

