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We welcome all people into 

grace through faith as we 

belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome!  Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to 

introduce yourself to someone near you.  If you are a visitor to First 

Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the 

service folder and place it in the offering plate. 



 

 

17th Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday 

September 27, 2020 

10:00am  
VIRTUAL HOLY COMMUNION 

Prelude 

            
Gathering 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
All Amen. 

 

Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

 another. 

 

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Pastor Faithful God, 
All have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and 

 cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and 

 go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before 

 examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of 

 our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

 Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 

 again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Pastor God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through 

 his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear 

 the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the 

 name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom 

 and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
All Amen. 

 

Gathering Song          ELW #520 

Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 

Greeting 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Pastor God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. 

 Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those 

 things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

 

Children’s Message  

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.    
 

 

Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because 

of what their parents were and did, or who think they cannot 

reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people 

to turn and live. 

 



 

 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by 

repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents 

have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 

edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be 

used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 

parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person 

who sins that shall die. 

  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house 

of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 

commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 

committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away 

from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful 

and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and 

turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 

they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 

says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you 

according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from 

all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast 

away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 

against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 

will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death 

of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm            Psalm 25 
  



 

 

Cantor Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths, 

 guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my 

 savior. Antiphon 
 

Cantor Remember that your compassion, O Lord, and your love are 

 from of old. The sins of my youth and my frailties remember 

 not; In your kindness remember me, because of your 

 goodness, O Lord. Antiphon 

 

Cantor Good and upright is the Lord; thus He shows sinners the way. 

 He guides the humble to justice, and teaches the humble His 

 way. Antiphon 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a 

very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his 

obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be 

the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian 

accord. 

 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 

love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 

yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 

the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 



 

 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, 

not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God 

who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure. 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus 

begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious 

leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the 

elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, 

“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 

this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 



 

 

question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 

authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 

heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 

another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did 

you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He 

answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
30The father went to the second and said the same; and he 

answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the 

will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 

tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 

kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 

and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 

did not change your minds and believe him.” 

 

Pastor  The gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Richard A. Rhoades 
 

Hymn of the Day            ELW#712 

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Creed 

 

Asst With the whole church,  

 we join in professing the Christian Faith. 

 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life ☩ everlasting.   Amen  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 

Asst Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need.  

 

A brief silence. 

  



 

 

 
Asst In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized 

with the mind of Christ. Where the church is powerful and 

where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so 

that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. 

Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem 

places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation 

confesses you as Lord. Be with those contending with wildfires 

and tropical weather. Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us 

new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures 

and institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your 

authority. We pray for all our elected officials including 

President Trump, Governor Abbott and Acting Mayor Brown. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who 

are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of 

children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, 

bullied or lonely. We pray this day for Don, Dana,  those on our 

sustaining prayer list, and those we name now… . Lord, in your 

mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

 



 

 

Asst Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the 

interests of our neighbors. Fill us with your compassion and 

sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community; make us 

into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in 

your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst Encourage our ministry partners in reflecting your love to all 

people. We pray for Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, the Women 

of the ELCA and the Lutheran Men in Mission, along with our 

international partners in Peru, the Central African Republic 

and the Massai in Tanzania. Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead 

of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, the likely and the unlikely, 

the obedient and the slow to learn. By their witness, teach us 

to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your 

mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we 

entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace Beyond church walls 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Asst Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set 

 before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your 

 heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, 

 and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 

 through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 



 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Pastor Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 



 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 

 ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
Lord's Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Invitation To Communion 

Pastor Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food 

 and drink. 



 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Music during the reception of Holy Communion 

 

Pastor  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 

          strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Prayer  

Asst We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again 

 fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of 

 Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into 

 your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who 

 hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus 

 Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
Blessing 

Pastor Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and 

 lead you into the way of truth and life. 

 Amen. 

 

Sending Song          ELW#848 

Give to Our God Immortal Praise 

Dismissal 

 

Asst Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
All  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 

Christians are the light of the world, but the switch has to be turned on. 

 -  The Evangelism Team 



 

 



 

 

This Week at First Lutheran 

Sunday - Virtual Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00am 

 

Prayer Concerns: Don Hermanson, Dana Connor 

 

Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Herbie Doreck, Pat Henderson, 

Gene Nelson, Antia Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King, 

Susan Schultz, Bernice Klyng, Cheryl Jaynes, JW Snyder, Darrell 

Brooks, Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom,  Nicole Cheramie, 

George Badger, Donald Gangl, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser, Barbara 

Austin, Donald Gangl, Kristi Martorell, Patty Geml Goodwin, 

Christina Muehe, George Badger, Helga Garcia. 

 
Pass the Peace: Beyond Church Walls 

Although we cannot shake hands and greet each other in our 

traditional way, we invite you to participate in true passing of the 

peace, this week and every week. Take God’s peace and share it 

beyond the church walls in phone calls, texts, and letters. Join with 

your community to meet the spiritual reasons this tradition was 

started: to reconcile with others before dwelling with God (Matt 

5:23-24), to express love to your church family (John 15:12), and to 

echo Jesus’s greeting (Luke 24:36). You will find an insert in your 

bulletin with scripture to inspire you, ways to share the peace, and 

an optional script. Peace be with you!  



 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

 

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Monday, September 21, 2020 

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the 

Roman government. Tax collectors were frequently despised for 

dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless 

showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 

 
Michael and All Angels 

Tuesday, September 29, 2020 

Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is 

remembered on this day along with the other angels and 

archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, and in Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature 

and no physical body. 

 
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 

Wednesday, September 30, 2020 

Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than 

translating the original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical 

Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day, 

creating a version called the Vulgate. 



 

 

Prayer and Care 

How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster 

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 



 

 

Connect 
I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 
 
Received Communion  ______ 
 
What  would you like us to know? 
 
____ I’m Visiting          ____ I’m  a member 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

 
How did you find us? 
 
____ I was invited! 

____ Google                  ____ Social Media 

____ Other  

 
What describes you best? 
 
____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single    ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed   ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 
 
Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Please place in the offering plate. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 


