First Evangelical Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Worship & Communion

We welcome all people into
grace through faith as we
belong, behave and believe in
Jesus Christ.

Welcome! Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to
introduce yourself to someone near you. If you are a visitor to First
Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the
service folder and place it in the offering plate.

15th Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday
September 6, 2020
10:00am
VIRTUAL HOLY COMMUNION
Prelude
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Please stand as able.
Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
All Amen.
Pastor Let

us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection.
Pastor Faithful

God,
All have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and
go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of
our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Pastor God

hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through
his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear
the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the
name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom
and newness to do God’s work in the world.
All Amen.
Gathering Song

ELW #834
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Greeting
Pastor The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Pastor O

Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts
that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Children’s Message
Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness
for the crime they had done against him. You intended to do me
harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do
good and save many lives.

15Realizing

that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in
full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died,
17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good,
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Lector
All
Psalm

Cantor

Cantor

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all my being, bless his holy
name. Bless the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Antiphon
He pardons all your iniquities, He heals all your ills. He
redeems your life from destruction, He crowns you with
kindness and compassion.
Antiphon

Cantor

Cantor

Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow to anger and
abounding in kindness. Not according to our sins does He deal
with us, nor does He requite us according to our crimes.
Antiphon
As far as the east is from the west, so far has He put our
transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his
children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.
Antiphon

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity.
Here Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in
worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and
will judge each of us.
1Welcome

those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while
the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment
on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able
to make them stand.
5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and
give thanks to God.
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of

both the dead and the living.
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you,
why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Lector
All

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor The

holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds
with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the
unlimited mercy of God.
21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as
seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what

you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Pastor

All

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Rev. Richard A. Rhoades

Hymn of the Day

ELW#606
Our Father, We Have Wandered
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Mattson Allen Lockhart

PRESENTATION
Pastor In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and
death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by
water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and
made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with
Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love,
and obedience to the will of God.

Sponsors: We present Mattson Allen Lockhart for baptism.

Pastor

Pastor

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,
do you desire to have Mattson Allen baptized into Christ?
Response: We do.
As you bring Mattson Allen to receive the gift of baptism, you
are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the Word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, and
nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust
God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others
and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.

Pastor Do

you promise to help Mattson Allen grow in the Christian
faith and life?
Response: We do.
Pastor People

of God, do you promise to support Mattson Allen and
pray for him in his new life in Christ?
All We do.
The assembly stands as able.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
Pastor

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church.

Pastor Do

All

you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against
God?
All I renounce them.
Pastor

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
All I renounce them.
Pastor

Do you believe in God the Father?
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Pastor

Pastor

Do you believe in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God?

All I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand
of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
All I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Pastor

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Pastor

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor

Pastor

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your
voice thundered over the waters at creation. You water the
mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and
satisfy all living things. Through the waters of the flood you
carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness
you nourished them with water from the rock, and you
brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. By
the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has
carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not
overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ
has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to
make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash
away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave
and free, no longer male and female, but one with all the
baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

BAPTISM
Pastor Mattson Allen Lockhart, I baptize you
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
All You belong to Christ,
in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia.

Pastor

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy
Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse
them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Mattson Allen with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of
joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.
Mattson Allen, child of God, you have been sealed by the
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
Pastor

Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

All We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission
we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and
bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
The service continues with the Prayers of Intercession.

Prayers of Intercession
Asst Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
Asst You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your
church throughout the world; make it a place of welcome.
Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Faith Formation,
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture and grow us
deep in faith. Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Asst The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your
steadfast love. Have compassion on your creation. Where
human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to
you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your
mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Asst Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our
bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle
accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and
wisdom. We pray for President Trump, Governor Abbott and
Acting Mayor Brown. Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Asst Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide
vindication for all who are oppressed. Free victims of human
trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by
debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing
famine, poverty, and war. We pray for healing and comfort
for the sick including Don, Carol, Dana, Rob those on our
sustaining prayer list, and those we name now… Lord, in your
mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Asst Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse
us. Still our tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment
and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a
community of mercy for one another and for all our
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Asst Help our ministry partners to live in the joy of forgiveness. We
pray for Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, Texas Lutheran University
and the campus ministries of the ELCA. And, we pray for our
international partners in Peru, the Central African Republic
and the Massai in Tanzania. Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Asst Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank
you for those who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees
that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that
taught us to praise you including John Chrysostom, Bishop of
Constantinople, whom the church commemorates today.
Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we
entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
Pastor

Passing the Peace Beyond church walls

Offering Prayer
Asst Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set
before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink,
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table
Pastor

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation To Communion
Pastor

Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food
and drink.

Reception of Holy Communion
Music during the reception of Holy Communion
Pastor

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩
strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen.

Prayer
Asst We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again
fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of
Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into
your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who
hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus
Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
Pastor Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and
lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

Sending Song
Dismissal

ELW#604
O Christ, Our Hope

Asst Go in peace. Remember the poor.
All Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Christians are the light of the world, but the switch has to be turned on.

- The Evangelism Team

This Week at First Lutheran
Sunday - Virtual Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00am
Prayer Concerns: Don Hermanson, Carol Nelson, Dana Connor,
Rob Holland
Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Herbie Doreck, Pat Henderson,
Gene Nelson, Antia Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King,
Susan Schultz, Bernice Klyng, Cheryl Jaynes, JW Snyder, Darrell
Brooks, Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom, Nicole Cheramie,
George Badger, Donald Gangl, Earl Gilmore, Ann Reiser, Barbara
Austin, Donald Gangl, Kristi Martorell, Patty Geml Goodwin,
Christina Muehe, George Badger, Helga Garcia.
Pass the Peace: Beyond Church Walls
Although we cannot shake hands and greet each other in our
traditional way, we invite you to participate in true passing of the
peace, this week and every week. Take God’s peace and share it
beyond the church walls in phone calls, texts, and letters. Join with
your community to meet the spiritual reasons this tradition was
started: to reconcile with others before dwelling with God (Matt
5:23-24), to express love to your church family (John 15:12), and to
echo Jesus’s greeting (Luke 24:36). You will find an insert in your
bulletin with scripture to inspire you, ways to share the peace, and
an optional script. Peace be with you!

Upcoming Commemorations

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654
Wednesday, September 9, 2020
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in
present-day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived
there. He gave them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught
them Christianity.
John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407
Sunday, September 13, 2020
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence
earned him the nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop
of Constantinople, seat of the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As
a result, he was exiled by the empress.
Holy Cross Day
Monday, September 14, 2020
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and
found what may be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two
churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise to this
celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross.
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258
Wednesday, September 16, 2020
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians.
He insisted on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He
also provided medical care during a severe epidemic.
Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179
Thursday, September 17, 2020
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and
reproved kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises
in medicine, theology, and natural history. She was also a musician and artist.
Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961
Friday, September 18, 2020
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General
of the United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate
peace in present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the
depth of his Christian faith.

Prayer and Care
How can we pray for you?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com
Web site: firstlutherangalveston.com

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday
9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers
The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor
Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community
Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator

__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Please tell us about your experience today.

We value your thoughts.
__________________________________________

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster

__________________________________________

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director

__________________________________________

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA

__________________________________________

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum
Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Connect
I’m Here on (date): __________________________
Received Communion

______

Sermon Notes

_____________________________
_____________________________

What would you like us to know?
____ I’m Visiting

____ I’m a member

_____________________________

____ Please add me to the mailing list

_____________________________

____ I want to Join First Lutheran

_____________________________

How did you find us?

_____________________________

____ I was invited!

_____________________________

____ Google

____ Social Media

_____________________________

____ Other
What describes you best?
____ Student (school) _______________________
____ Single
____ Single Parent
____ Widowed
____ Engaged
____ Married (spouse) _______________________

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

How can we connect with you?
Name: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Address: __________________________________

_____________________________

_________________________________________

_____________________________

City: _____________________________________

_____________________________

State/Zip: _________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________

_____________________________

Email: ____________________________________

_____________________________

Birthday: _________________________________

_____________________________

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
2415 Avenue G

Galveston, TX 77550
Please place in the offering plate.

409-762-8477

