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We welcome all people into 

grace through faith as we 

belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome!  Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to 

introduce yourself to someone near you.  If you are a visitor to First 

Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the 

service folder and place it in the offering plate. 



 

 

10th Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday 

August 9, 2020 

10:00am  
VIRTUAL HOLY COMMUNION 

Prelude 

            
Gathering 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
All Amen. 

 

Pastor Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Pastor  Reconciling God, 
All we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny 

 your presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and 

 rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide 

 enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 

 benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you 

 have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your 

 grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your 

 Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

 life. Amen. 

 



 

 



 

 

Pastor Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through 

 whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are 

 forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not 

 disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

 hearts through the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 

 

Gathering Song          ELW #516 

Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 

 

Greeting 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Pastor O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and 

 cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, 

 deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in 

 the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Children’s Message  

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.    
 

 

 

 



 

 

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical 

signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now 

experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is 

not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still 

loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to 

anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

 

9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent 

the night there.  

  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for 

the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 

the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” 

  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, 

for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so 

strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces 

before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the 

wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 
12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; 

and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, 

he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been 

very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 

forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my 

life, to take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on 

your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall 

anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son 

of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 

Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever 

escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever 



 

 

escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave 

seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to 

Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm            Psalm 85 
   

Cantor I will hear what God proclaims; the Lord for he proclaims 

 peace to his people. Near indeed is his salvation to those who 

 fear  him, glory dwelling in our land. Antiphon 
 

Cantor Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. 

 Truth shall spring out of the earth, and justice shall look down 

 from heaven. Antiphon 

 

Cantor The Lord himself will give his benefits; our land shall yield its 

 increase. Justice shall walk before him, and salvation, along 

 the way of his steps.  Antiphon 
 

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by 

heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose 

content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 

indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the 

law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But 



 

 

the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your 

heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 

down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring 

Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?  

 “The word is near you, 

  on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you 

confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one 

believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with 

the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who 

believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 

generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have 

never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are 

sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

bring good news!” 

 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew,  the 14th chapter. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of 

“little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, 

Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in 

trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 



 

 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to 

the other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the 

crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 

alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far 

from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the 

morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It 

is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus 

spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 

to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the 

boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But 

when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus 

immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, 

“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, 

saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

Pastor  The gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 
Sermon          The Rev. Richard A. Rhoades 
 

Hymn of the Day            ELW#756 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

Creed 

 

Asst With the whole church,  

 we join in professing the Christian Faith. 

 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life ☩ everlasting.   Amen  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 

Asst Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray 

for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  

 

A brief silence. 

 



 

 

  

 

Asst For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in 

the midst of storms, so that we see and hear Jesus calling: 

“Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ 

wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, 

lands, and wildlife from exploitation and abuse. Help the 

human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the 

resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and 

faithfulness meet, and righteousness and peace kiss. May 

nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, 

and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be 

saved. Accompany all who are lonely, hear the voices of 

those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are 

frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live and 

food to eat. We pray for those suffering this day including 

those on our sustaining prayer list, those affected by COVID-

19, and those we name now… . Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 



 

 

Asst For our congregation. You have gathered us virtually today as 

your people and we thank you for this gift. We pray for those 

who are new to this community, for students and teachers 

preparing for an unusual new school year, and for those 

struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously 

with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Asst For ministry partners and their unique needs. We pray for 

Bishops Eaton and Rinehart, the seminaries of the church, and 

our international partners in Peru, the Central African Republic 

and our Massai friends in Tanzania. Lord, in your mercy, 
All  hear our prayer. 

 

Asst We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church 

from all times and places, and for the saints in our lives and in 

our community whom you have gathered to yourself. Lord, in 

your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your 

love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
All Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace Beyond church walls 



 

 

Offering Prayer 

Asst God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your 

 faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine 

 and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us 

 through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

 in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

 strength and our song. 
 Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Pastor O God most mighty, 

 O God most merciful, 

 O God our rock and our salvation, 

 hear us as we praise, 

 call us to your table, 

 grant us your life. 

 When the earth was a formless void, 

 you formed order and beauty. 

 When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

 you sent them a child; 

 When the Israelites were enslaved, 

 you led them to freedom. 

 Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

 and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

 and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 

 You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

 He was born among the poor, 

 he lived under oppression, 

 he wept over the city. 

 With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people 

 for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 

 Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  
 Amen. 

 Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  
 Amen. 

 Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead 

 Amen.  
 Amen.  

 O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

 O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

 O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

 O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 

 O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

 O God our strength and our song, 

 you show us a vision of a tree of life 

 with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

 Grant us such life, 

 the life of the Father to the Son, 

 the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

 life in you, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

  let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

Invitation To Communion 

 

Pastor Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for 

 your journey. 



 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Music during the reception of Holy Communion 

 

Pastor  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 

          strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Prayer  

Asst God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on 

 your goodness and have been united by your presence 

 among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so 

 that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus 

 Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
 Amen. 

 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
Blessing 

Pastor Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

 nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

 anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

 the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the 

 Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep 

 you in eternal love. 
 Amen. 

 

Sending Song          ELW#785 

When Peace, like a River 

Dismissal 

 

Asst Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
All  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 

We are fishers of men, not keepers of the aquarium. 

 -  The Evangelism Team 



 

 



 

 

This Week at First Lutheran 

Sunday - Virtual Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00am 

 

Prayer Concerns: Ann Reiser, Susan Schultz, Barbara Austin, Those 

with COVID-19 

 

Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Herbie Doreck, Pat Henderson, 

Gene Nelson, Antia Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King, 

Susan Schultz, Bernice Klyng, Cheryl Jaynes, JW Snyder, Darrell 

Brooks, Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom,  Nicole Cheramie, 

George Badger, Donald Gangl, Earl Gilmore 

 

Virtual College Devotion: Friday at 7PM, all current college students 

(and recent high school grads on their way to college) are invited 

to join us for a devotion and games. For more information, 

contact emily@firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Pass the Peace: Beyond Church Walls 

Although we cannot shake hands and greet each other in our 

traditional way, we invite you to participate in true passing of the 

peace, this week and every week. Take God’s peace and share it 

beyond the church walls in phone calls, texts, and letters. Join with 

your community to meet the spiritual reasons this tradition was 

started: to reconcile with others before dwelling with God (Matt 

5:23-24), to express love to your church family (John 15:12), and to 

echo Jesus’s greeting (Luke 24:36). You will find an insert in your 

bulletin with scripture to inspire you, ways to share the peace, and 

an optional script. Peace be with you!  

mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com


 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

 
Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 

Saturday, August 8, 2020 

Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling 

block for the church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers 

(commonly called Dominicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in 

poverty. 
Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258 

Monday, August 10, 2020 

As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible 

for the church's financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the 

emperor to gather the church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, 

lepers, and the like. The enraged emperor had him put to death. 
Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 

A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions 

established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, 

or Poor Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society 

Thursday, August 13, 2020 

Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to 

become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the 

Crimean War, and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, 

was also a war nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. 

She died of the disease. 
Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs 

Friday, August 14, 2020 

Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in 

Auschwitz. Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally 

volunteered to be starved to death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran 

pastor and playwright, Munk strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied 

Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and articles helped to show the 

anti-Christian nature of the movement. 
Mary, Mother of Our Lord 

Saturday, August 15, 2020 

The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, 

meaning "God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, 

the Magnificat, speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the 

hungry. 



 

 

Prayer and Care 

How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster 

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 



 

 

Connect 
I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 
 
Received Communion  ______ 
 
What  would you like us to know? 
 
____ I’m Visiting          ____ I’m  a member 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

 
How did you find us? 
 
____ I was invited! 

____ Google                  ____ Social Media 

____ Other  

 
What describes you best? 
 
____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single    ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed   ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 
 
Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Please place in the offering plate. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 


