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We welcome all people into 

grace through faith as we 

belong, behave and believe in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome!  Your presence at worship is a gift. Take a moment to 

introduce yourself to someone near you.  If you are a visitor to First 

Lutheran, we invite you to fill out the tear off card on the back of the 

service folder and place it in the offering plate. 



 

 

6th Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday 

July 12, 2020 

10:00am  
VIRTUAL HOLY COMMUNION 

Prelude 

            
Gathering 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please stand as able. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
All Amen. 

 

Pastor Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Please kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Pastor  Reconciling God, 
All we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny 

 your presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and 

 rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide 

 enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 

 benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you 

 have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your 

 grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your 

 Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

 life. Amen. 

 



 

 



 

 

Pastor Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through 

 whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are 

 forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not 

 disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

 hearts through the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 

 

Gathering Song          ELW #533 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

 

Greeting 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Pastor Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 

 word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 

 according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Children’s Message  

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.    
 

 

 



 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing 

precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is 

cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their 

hands. 

 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm            Psalm 65:1-8 

 

 1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 

  to you shall vows  be fulfilled. 

 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 

  to you all  flesh shall come. 

 3Our sins are stronger than we are, 

  but you blot out our transgressions. 



 

 

 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to 

 dwell there! 

  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the 

 holiness of your temple.  

 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of 

 our salvation, 

  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far 

 away. 

 6You make firm the mountains by your power; 

  you are girded about with might. 

 7You still the roaring of the seas, 

  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your 

 marvelous signs; 

  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  
   

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent 

Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin 

and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers 

proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of 

resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set 

you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what 

the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law 

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh 

set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To 

set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 

life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 



 

 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 

of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 

Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Lector Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Pastor The holy gospel according to St. Matthew,  the 13th chapter. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” 

of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom 

of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains 

why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 

boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 

path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the 

sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 

brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 



 

 

9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears 

the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 

was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 

this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 

word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 

who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 

and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 

 

Pastor  The gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Richard A. Rhoades 
Please use the notes space at the back of the worship booklet to capture 

thoughts and phrases that are meaningful from the gospel reading or the 

sermon. 



 

 



 

 

 
Hymn of the Day            ELW#516 

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

Creed 

 

Asst With the whole church,  

 we join in professing the Christian Faith. 

 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life ☩ everlasting.   Amen  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 

Asst Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let 

us pray for our shared world. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

 



 

 

  

Asst Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and 

places. We pray for missionaries and newly planted 

congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to 

the faith we share. Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 

 

Asst Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the 

trees and fields clap their hands in praise. We pray for the birds 

and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use 

what you have given. Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 

 

Asst Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their 

desire for justice and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge 

the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 

 

Asst Abiding God, care for all who are in need including those who 

suffer in mind, body or spirit. We pray for Ann, Susan, Barbara, 

those on our sustaining prayer list, those with COVID-19, and 

those we name now… . For those who are doubting, renew 

faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. 

Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 



 

 

Asst Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and 

nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as 

disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our 

ministries including Fanfare Lutheran Music Academy and 

Feed Galveston and deepen relationships with the wider 

community. Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 

 

Asst Loving God, bless our ministry partners. We pray for Bishops 

Eaton and Rinehart and Upbring Lutheran Social Services as 

they begin their work in our county leading the Head Start 

program. Bless also our synodical partners in Peru and the 

Central African Republic and our Massai friends in Tanzania. 

Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 

 

Asst Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died including 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, whom we 

commemorate today. Comfort us in the sure and certain 

hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace Beyond church walls 



 

 

Offering Prayer 

Asst God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your 

 faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine 

 and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us 

 through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

 in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

 strength and our song. 
 Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Pastor O God most mighty, 

 O God most merciful, 

 O God our rock and our salvation, 

 hear us as we praise, 

 call us to your table, 

 grant us your life. 

 When the earth was a formless void, 

 you formed order and beauty. 

 When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

 you sent them a child; 

 When the Israelites were enslaved, 

 you led them to freedom. 

 Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

 and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

 and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 

 You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

 He was born among the poor, 

 he lived under oppression, 

 he wept over the city. 

 With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people 

 for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 

 Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  
 Amen. 

 Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  
 Amen. 

 Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead 

 Amen.  
 Amen.  

 O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

 O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

 O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

 O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 

 O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

 O God our strength and our song, 

 you show us a vision of a tree of life 

 with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

 Grant us such life, 

 the life of the Father to the Son, 

 the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

 life in you, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

  let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

Invitation To Communion 

 

Pastor Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for 

 your journey. 



 

 

Reception of Holy Communion  
Music during the reception of Holy Communion 

 

Pastor  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ 

          strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Prayer  

Asst God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on 

 your goodness and have been united by your presence 

 among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so 

 that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus 

 Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
 Amen. 

 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
Blessing 

Pastor Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

 nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

 anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

 the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the 

 Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep 

 you in eternal love. 
 Amen. 

 

Sending Song          ELW#550 

On What Has Bow Been Sown 

Dismissal 

 

Asst Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
All  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 

We are fishers of men, not keepers of the aquarium. 

 -  The Evangelism Team 



 

 



 

 

This Week at First Lutheran 

Sunday - Virtual Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00am 

 

Prayer Concerns: Ann Reiser, Susan Schultz, Barbara Austin, Those 

with COVID-19 

 

Sustaining Prayers: Jeanie Doreck, Herbie Doreck, Pat Henderson, 

Gene Nelson, Antia Katz, Milton Barnum, John Doreck, Lee King, 

Susan Schultz, Bernice Klyng, Cheryl Jaynes, JW Snyder, Darrell 

Brooks, Christina Muehe, Tina Pereboom,  Nicole Cheramie, 

George Badger, Donald Gangl, Earl Gilmore 

 

Virtual Theology on Tap Wednesday at 7PM, young adults 

between 21 and 39 are welcome to join us for a devotion and time 

to socialize. For any more information, contact 

emily@firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Virtual College Devotion: Friday at 7PM, all current college students 

(and recent high school grads on their way to college) are invited 

to join us for a devotion and games. For more information, 

contact emily@firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Pass the Peace: Beyond Church Walls 

Although we cannot shake hands and greet each other in our 

traditional way, we invite you to participate in true passing of the 

peace, this week and every week. Take God’s peace and share it 

beyond the church walls in phone calls, texts, and letters. Join with 

your community to meet the spiritual reasons this tradition was 

started: to reconcile with others before dwelling with God (Matt 

5:23-24), to express love to your church family (John 15:12), and to 

echo Jesus’s greeting (Luke 24:36). You will find an insert in your 

bulletin with scripture to inspire you, ways to share the peace, and 

an optional script. Peace be with you!  

mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com
mailto:emily@firstlutherangalveston.com


 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

 

Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 

Monday, July 6, 2020 

Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who 

spoke against abuses in the church, and was seen by Martin 

Luther as his predecessor in the reforming movement. He was 

found guilty of heresy by a council of the church, and burned at 

the stake. 

 

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 

Saturday, July 11, 2020 

Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic 

movement. Educated in Rome, he went to live as a hermit, and 

eventually gathered a community of monks around him. He wrote 

a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and 

adapted by others. 

 
Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 

Sunday, July 12, 2020 

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite 

peoples after the First World War, Söderblom also called attention 

to the revival of early church worship principles, and helped to lay 

the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 

 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 

Friday, July 17, 2020 

A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere 

while serving in the military. Granted a large estate with 

indigenous slaves, he freed them after he was ordained a priest. 

He worked in the Caribbean and Central America to improve the 

lives of the native peoples. 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer and Care 

How can we pray for you? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Please tell us about your experience today. 

We value your thoughts. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Email: flcg@firstlutherangalveston.com 

Web site:  firstlutherangalveston.com 

 

Church Office Hours, Monday – Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm, 12:30pm to 3:30pm 

 

The People of First Lutheran, Ministers 

The Reverend Richard A. Rhoades, Pastor 

Emily Billin, Minister of Missional Community 

Brandi Painter, Parish Administrator 

Don F. Hermanson, Organist/Choirmaster 

Kelsey Scheuerman, Instrumental Music Director 

June Pulliam, Executive Director, LMA 

Cynthia McEldowney, Director, The Lyceum 

Derrill Mallett, Rising Tide New Media, Webmaster 



 

 

Connect 
I’m Here on (date): __________________________ 
 
Received Communion  ______ 
 
What  would you like us to know? 
 
____ I’m Visiting          ____ I’m  a member 

____ Please add me to the mailing list 

____ I want to Join First Lutheran 

 
How did you find us? 
 
____ I was invited! 

____ Google                  ____ Social Media 

____ Other  

 
What describes you best? 
 
____ Student  (school)  _______________________ 
____ Single    ____ Single Parent 
____ Widowed   ____ Engaged 
____ Married (spouse) _______________________ 
 
How can we connect with you? 
 
Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Birthday: _________________________________ 

Children’s Names & Grades: __________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Please place in the offering plate. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

2415 Avenue G  

Galveston, TX  77550 

409-762-8477 

 

Sermon Notes 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 


