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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God, our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

There's a group of people out there that I want to talk to you about this morning. I don't 

normally like to talk to you about other groups of people, but that's what I want to talk to you 

about this morning. These people are miserable. They love pain. They love suffering. They hate 

pleasure. They are weird. These people are different. They're despicable. They're despised. 

They're backwards, antiquated. They're simply the worst. Do you guys know anybody like that? 

These people are hopeless. They think that the way out of the challenges of this life is not to live 

life to the fullest, is not to live for yourself, first and foremost. They think that the idea that you 

would live life to the fullest and after say 65 to 85 years, or however many you say, wow, I lived 

my life to the fullest. Look how much fun I had. Look how full of life I was.  

They think that's not enough. They think that just doesn't quite cut it. They think that 

doesn't give their lives that much meaning after all. They think having the best experiences that 

you can have as much as you can have them is not all there is to life. They also think that God is 

not out there to make them happy. I have to ask what good is God, if he's not here to make me 

happy? What good is he? You might as well not even believe in God if he isn't there to comfort 

you in whatever you're doing. What's the point of God if he isn't always there to be saying yes to 

you? What's the point of God if he can't be made in our image? What's the point of God?  

Which, if we really want to ask that, leads us to consider the really only other valid 

approach to life that I would consider. But these people, they reject that other approach to life 

too. This other approach to life has to admit that nothing matters because there is no God. There 

is no God, because let's face it he was pointless. So we killed him. We finally removed God from 

the public life. If you think about it, God was always too uncomfortable to be out in public. 

We've moved God to just a personal relationship with you. And that's, that's only if you want it. 

You want to take a break from that relationship for a while? Put it on pause? That's just fine. 

Because God's dead anyway. It's your truth and you get to pick how you live it out. The great 

thing is, God doesn't have to be divisive anymore because God is mostly dead to us even when 

we keep him around for personal reasons. He is only as alive as we really want to make him, 

which means God is in all practicality, dead. He is pointless. If God is pointless, what's the point 

of anything? What's the point of living a super fulfilled life of doing everything you've ever 

dreamed of, of checking off every single thing on that bucket list of having all these emotional 

and spiritual highs? If in the end we just die and that's all there was to it? What was the point? 

There's no carrying on what we do it all just fades and it's gone. This only other approach to life 

simply says nothing matters. The most logical next step from there is to just be done with it all. 



Everyone just do what you want because nothing matters. And yet, and yet, these miserable 

people, they reject this outlook too.  

What gives? What is it with these people? These people. You've heard of them. Several 

of you raised your hands. You've seen them around. It's like they're a cult. They get together and 

they do weird stuff and act like life has a purpose. Like God is higher than them. Yet they don't 

want to seem to manipulate God for their benefit. What's the point of God if you can't actually 

use him? These people, they don't look out for themselves above others.  How can you respect 

someone like that? How can you respect someone who doesn't look out for themselves? If you're 

not taking care of yourself how can you expect someone else to? If you aren't looking out for 

yourself then no one else is either. I can promise you that. If you don't make sure to get yours, 

someone else is going to get it instead. You're going to get passed by, by this world. Yet that 

seems just fine with these people. Here's the thing, these people are obsessed with death. Like, 

obsessed with it but not in any sort of way that would make sense to be obsessed with death. 

There's some people who are obsessed with death because they're in a satanic cult where they 

love and worship death. That is weird but it makes logical sense.  If you're in a satanic cult it 

would make sense that you would be obsessed with death. Okay. Got it. But they're not like that. 

Other people who are obsessed with death are those who are deathly afraid of death. It 

was a pretty good pun, I thought. I was pretty proud when I wrote that. Deathly afraid of death. 

That's why people are obsessed with death, most of the time. Because they're afraid of it. You 

can't stop thinking about it because you're afraid of it. Which is really a bummer. I might say it to 

someone like that. You should just go and live life and forget about it. When you die, you die. 

Seize the day. Carpe diem. Until that day there's no sense in thinking about it. In fact keep any 

thoughts of death as far away as possible. But these people, these people, they aren't afraid of 

death either. 

They claim to love life, to hate death, and yet they talk about death a lot. It makes no 

sense. If you heard of these people, we've seen them out there, they're nuts. You know what they 

call themselves. They call themselves "The Way." Or, as they got labeled shortly after calling 

themselves "The Way," they now simply call themselves Christians. These people are you. 

These people are us people. Brothers and sisters, there are two paths in this life. There's 

the folly of the cross and there's the wisdom of this world. There's the way of death and there's 

the way of life. I offered up two paths of wisdom of the world this morning. The first emphasized 

amplified living, living life to its fullest. Focus on the positive. Get the most out of life, avoid 

pain and search for pleasure and meaning. That way has relegated God to being just a buddy, 

who's our friend, there for our own personal needs, God's there to serve us, not the other way 

around. God's there to make us feel good about ourselves, not to make us feel uncomfortable. 

I offered another path of wisdom of the world, which frankly, I find to be more honest. 

It's the wisdom of the world that says if there is no God or the God that we have created for 



ourselves is so weak, a creation of our own mind, then he is as good as dead. If God is dead, then 

nothing matters. It doesn't matter what we do, how much fun we have, how much meaning we 

find, it's all just going to end. None of it will have mattered. Those are the ways of the wisdom of 

the world. That's essentially how much of the world lives. It's the way that makes sense to many. 

It's the conventional wisdom of the masses. Conventional wisdom says we, as Christians, are 

wrong. Conventional wisdom says we are idiots. Conventional wisdom says we are fools. And 

we are. We are fools for Christ. Joyfully and unashamedly fools. May we rejoice in our 

foolishness because our foolishness is God's foolishness and God's foolishness is greater than the 

wisdom of this world.  

Conventional wisdom, as conventional, logical and followed by the masses as it is, 

cannot save you. It has never been able to save you and it never will be able to save you, but the 

folly of the cross. Well, it's all rather backwards, if you think about it, none of it even passes the 

smell test of human logic, but it's what our savior, Jesus, came to do. It's what he did. And it's 

what he's still doing through his cross. To have life, to truly have life, you must embrace death. 

You must embrace death on the cross. You must crucify your sin, your old self and only then can 

the new self in Christ rise to true life. God through his law has killed you in your sin and God 

through his gospel through Jesus has forgiven you your sins and has raised you to life even in the 

midst of death in this world. The foolishness of the cross is that we must embrace the very thing 

that at its face is the exact opposite of the life on this earth. The cross is a divisive, torture and 

death, a bloody wooden mess.  That's what we must embrace for life? It's ridiculous. The wisdom 

of this world says cling to life, get away from death, get as much out of this life as you can while 

you still can. 

And yet, and yet, your life will just keep slowly slipping out of you the harder you try to 

clinging to it. Slipping and slipping until eventually you die. A reminder, an awful reminder of 

that fate. The foolishness of the cross on the other hand, says that through one man's death, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, the sins of the whole world are forgiven and the free gift of eternal life was 

given. And through that one man's resurrection so to all who believe in him will have eternal life. 

For us who were being saved. The cross of Jesus is where our salvation was won and the world 

breaks under this foolish. The power of God was on full display on that cross for all eyes to see 

but hidden from the eyes of the world beneath the cruel and deadly cross. 

But your eyes, your eyes, see. Your eyes see on that cross where Jesus died, the life that 

was won. Your eyes and the eyes of all who believe who have faith in Jesus see it. So embrace 

suffering. Embrace the cross. Last week, we talked about picking up your cross and following 

Jesus. We echo that here again today on this Festival of Holy Cross Day. Try to get all you want 

and need for yourself like this world teaches, and you will end up with nothing. Give up all that 

this world offers and you will have everything you could ever want or need in Christ. Through 

death you have life. Through the cross you have salvation. The folly of Christ is greater than the 

wisdom of the world. The folly of the cross is our salvation. 



Embrace your foolishness in Christ. Reject the wisdom of the world. Receive the 

forgiveness of sins and in the age to come, you will live in glory with Christ forever. In His 

name, Amen. May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ, Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 


