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Grace mercy and peace to you from God, our Father and our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. You may 

be seated.  I started last week with a joke. So I figured I should start this one off with an actual 

funny one. Why does, you're not supposed to laugh at that, last week's were funny. 

Why does Peter Pan always fly? Because he never lands. Get it? He never lands, that one never 

grows old. See, that was a stacking on top of the other one. Okay. So I had to tell one that was 

actually funny because I'm going to tell the same one that I told last week and you guys didn't 

laugh at it last week, but I still like it. 

The little boy says I've got a great joke and he says, why don't dinosaurs talk? Because they're all 

dead. Just a great joke. I don't know how you guys don't love that joke. Dead people don't talk. 

They don't do anything. They're dead. That actually has something to do with our reading and 

our sermon today, including King David of old, but we will get to that. 

So first thing to cover. This is the commemoration of the Council of Nicaea. The Nicaean 

Council was an entire churchwide council for all Christians from all over the world. They 

gathered in the city of Nicaea in 325 ad. You can do the math for how many hundreds of years 

ago that was. They came up with a bulk of what we know as the Nicene Creed that we say just 

about every other week to combat the false teaching that was out there. 

Funny note about the Council of Nicaea. There was a man there, a Saint there, named St. 

Nicholas, St. Nick. Yes. That Santa. Santa was at the Council of Nicaea. There at the Council of 

Nicaea, jolly Ol' Saint Nicholas got his dukes up and punched Arias the heretic right in the face. 

So that's the Santa Claus that we should be thinking about on Christmas. I think that we should 

have our Santa Claus as kind of like the fighting Irish and the pictures we have of him punching 

heretics. Pretty cool. And it's appropriate to commemorate the Council of Nicaea today, because 

today is Holy Trinity Sunday. We're always Trinitarian here, but today we get to really just lean 

into it extra. We get to say our favorite creed and we get to do so with Acts chapter two today. 

So let's refresh our memories just a little bit. We were in Acts chapter two just last week. It was 

Pentecost last week, the Holy Spirit's day. Jesus has just as ascended into heaven 40 days after 

rising again. And then there about 10 days later, all the disciples are gathered and this mighty 

rushing wind comes on, flames descend on them, the Holy Spirit coming upon them and they 

start speaking and everyone's hearing it in their own language. And then people come up and 

they're like, dude, these guys are drunk. What's on Earth's happening here? And Peter starts to 

give the first ever Christian sermon and we covered half of that sermon last week. This week we 

get the second half. We got the second half there in Acts chapter two. So that's our background. 



Now back to the Trinity. Here, we have this graphic that's on the screen.  Actually we have an 

artwork that is depicted of that. Some of you may have seen it on Facebook. It's out in the 

narthex. It was in the narthex for like two weeks before I finally found it, check it out. Now 

there's all sorts of ways that we can screw up, trying to describe the Trinity. There's all sorts of 

analogies and graphics that are all going to have their shortcomings, but for my money this 

graphic is about as good as it gets. 

This is what we call the Augustinian model, after St. Augustine. He used this type of language. 

It's very similar to if you were here last week, the three rules that we talked about for the Trinity, 

but there is one God. Rule number two, that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are each 

God. And rule three that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are not the same. 

And we see a similar type thing in this graphic. Now we need to be careful with this particular 

graphic that we don't start to do something called Partialism. Where the Father is just a part of 

God, the Son is just a part of God, the Holy Spirit's just a part of God. They're all just kind of 

chunks or pieces or parts. Hence, Partialism. We don't want to do that. They're all fully God. You 

need me to remind you. I'll make you say the Athenasian Creed again. The Father of God, the 

Son is God. The Spirit is God. Not part of God, fully God.  

The other thing we don't want to do here is make it seem like there's maybe four parts of the 

Trinity. That there's like a Father, a Son, a Holy Spirit, and then God. No, there's just three parts 

of the Trinity. We're not a quadrinity or whatever, that would be. Three, three persons. But this 

model does help in a lot of things. It helps with the three statements. It's very similar to those 

three rules that we had, and it also guards against some big misunderstandings of the Trinity. 

One is something we call Modalism. You don't need to remember this. I will be quizzing you on 

it, but you don't need to remember it. This is one where God just wears masks. Kind of like 

where I'm a father, I'm a son and a husband. And sometimes I put on my father mask and say, 

"Children, come serve me a beer." And then other times I put on my husband mask and I say, 

"My adoring wife, I love you so much." And then other times I put on my son mask and say, "I 

am such a perfect son." And it's all just me though. And I'm just doing different roles. That is not 

how God is. God, isn't just God who sometimes says I'm going to be the Father now. And then 

I'm going to take off that mask and I'm going to be the Son now. And I'm going to take off that 

mask and I'm going to be the Holy Spirit for a little while. That's not how it is. And we see that 

in the is nots. The Father is not the Son and is not the Holy Spirit. They are distinct persons in 

their own, right. They are not masks. They are not modes of God. That's Modalism.  

Another thing this model helps with is that each person of the Trinity is equal in glory, majesty, 

honor, might. Well, that whole list of stuff we just read in the Athenasian Creed, each is God. 

And this guards against all sorts of problems, the most famous of which was a problem called 

Arianism, which says that Jesus, or sometimes they would say is the Spirit is not really God. 

 



Not like, God, God, like maybe they're just lesser God. Or they're like, kind of like a sub God or 

an almost maybe God, but they were created. No, no, no, no. The Father is God. The Son is God. 

The Holy Spirit is God and they're not three gods. There's just one God. Then the whole 

Athenasian Creed. I mean, really I could have just preached the Athenasian Creed again, made 

you guys listen to that for this sermon. 

We're not Tritheists, either. There's just one God. And you see that there in the center, not belief 

in three gods. There's only one God in three persons. Okay. I was going to have you raise your 

hand. I don't think I wanna see the answer. Some of you might be bored right now. Oh man. I 

said not raise hands. 

If you're like me, you're loving this. This is so great. But for the rest of you who are completely 

lost that's okay. Because the Trinity at its core and essence is a mystery. We don't have the math 

to figure out how one God can be three persons and three persons can be one God and still have 

this whole thing make sense. And any analogy we use while it may shine a light on some truth is 

going to have some sort of other problem that it shines a major error on. There's just nothing like 

the Trinity. It is mystery. It's not a math equation that we're trying to solve either. This isn't some 

sort of puzzle that we have to unravel. 

It's not for us to try and force our heads around and just say, oh, I’ve got to get this thing. I’ve 

got to get this thing, because it's a mystery. And really, actually, the greater mystery and the 

whole thing that we should maybe dwell on is that God Almighty, the creator of all things, all 

powerful, almighty, awesome God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit would care so much about you 

humans, me, little old Joseph, would care so much about me. And we can ponder that mystery all 

the days of our life, that this God, Father cared about you so much that he sent his Son to die for 

you to live and walk the human life and die on our behalf that this Father pours out his Holy 

Spirit on his Son. 

And then that his Son then pours out that Spirit on the church, us, which is what we celebrated 

last week. All three persons of the Trinity are at work for your salvation. All three persons work 

to bring you into fellowship and communion with God. Now THAT is a mystery we should 

dwell on. This mystery is revealed to us in the word, through the Holy Spirit. 

How exactly are these three persons at work in our salvation? Well, first we have the Father, the 

fountain head, so to speak of the Trinity. The Father wants to reconcile the world to himself. He 

wants to reconcile you to himself, you who are in rebellion against him.  So the Father, to do this 

sends, his only Son into the world. 

He gives up his only Son for your sake. He and the Son are one. He sends his Son to save us. 

And he anoints his Son with the Holy Spirit in his humanity that we in our humanity might bear 

that same spirit. The Son is our first point of contact with the Trinity because the Son steps down 

from heaven. 



He's Lord over all things. And he becomes man and the whole Old Testament testifies to this. 

That's what Peter's getting at in this sermon. He says the Old Testament, that King David says, 

you will not let your holy one see decay. You will not let your holy one be abandoned into death. 

Well, is this David that we're talking about? Is David talking about himself? 

He's speaking in the first person as if he's talking about himself. Well, how could this be? Why 

don't dinosaurs talk? Because they're dead. It can't be David that he's talking about. Because 

David's dead. He dead. He gone. Hundreds of years before. Hundreds of years before Peter is 

talking about this. I mean, Peter is on a roll here. He's channeling his inner Pastor Joseph, and he 

is just knocking them out right and left. He starts off this sermon if you recall going, "Hey, y'all 

we ain't drunk. It's only 9:00 AM." And then he gets on this whole David thing and he is like, 

guys, you think David's talking about himself? You might be the ones drunk.You want to go 

walk with me to the tomb? He's still buried here. His bones are decaying. It's probably not even 

stinky anymore. It's been hundreds of years. David dead. He gone, it can't be him. So who's 

David talking about? That this holy one isn't going to die or isn't going to be abandoned into 

death, that he's not going to decay in his body? 

Who can it be? It's got to be someone else. That someone else is Jesus. The Son of God and the 

Son of Man and through his humanity, this descendant of David. Who will sit on David's throne 

forever. This Son walks in our place. He fulfills the law. He's crucified. He dies, but in the power 

of the Spirit, his body does not decay. 

He is raised up to life in the Spirit from the dead. He is the holy one of the Lord. And in doing so 

he conquers death and that's where the Holy Spirit comes in. Working through the word, both the 

Bible and the preached, proclaimed word of God. The Holy Spirit creates faith in the believer. In 

creating faith, the Holy Spirit dwells within the believer. In baptism, this promise is sealed. That 

the Holy Spirit dwells within you. The Holy Spirit brings the blessing of Christ, his death, and 

his resurrection. Brings those blessings to you. Jesus' conquering of death that can no longer hold 

him, is brought to you to dwell in you and give you eternal life. Even now through the power of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Incredible. And that right there is a mystery. We've confessed several times already today now 

that the belief that the Holy Spirit is God, fully God. And you. Yes. You, if you don't think that 

I'm talking about you, pinch yourself and look at yourself, say, okay, I am currently awake. 

Maybe wasn't five seconds ago, but I'm awake. 

I have the Holy Spirit. You have the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, who is fully God, is inside of 

you. You have God Almighty dwelling in you. This is the utmost spirituality that you can 

possibly get. This is spiritual worship at its highest. The Holy Spirit dwelling with you and 

interacting with the word which creates faith, strengthens faith and which receives the Lord 

Supper, the body and blood of Jesus, in faith. 

 



This Spirit that is dwelling inside of you is sculpting you, like a sculptor is making a statue, 

sculpting you as a believer and follower of Jesus. This Holy Spirit is forming you to look more 

like Christ, making you to be Christlike day by day. This is the work of the Trinity in your 

salvation. We could go more and more and more in depth on each of these parts and that's kind 

of what we do every single Sunday is examining more parts of that. But that's the overview. And 

of course, most notably we have this, what we call Christocentric focus, where Christ is at the 

center of all things. Now we're not saying that he's more important than the others. They're all 

co-equal co-majestic, co-worthy of glory and honor, but Jesus is the one who shares in our 

humanity. The Son. He shares in our full humanity. He is the one who reveals the others to us.  

So what about this Jesus? In our reading Acts chapter two, verse 36, St. Peter says that God has 

made him Lord and Christ.  What does this mean? It's a good Lutheran question. First Christ, 

because I want to spend more time on Lord. Christ, Christ is a Greek word, meaning anointed. 

It's the same as the Hebrew word Messiah. So if you hear Christ, anointed, Messiah, we're 

talking about the same things there. In the Bible you're anointed with a mission and a title. We 

already know that Jesus is fully God. Jesus was fully God, the moment of his conception when 

he takes on humanity. 

So what is this christing? What is this anointing? Well, Jesus lives his life in obedience to the 

Father, both passively and actively. He actively goes out and fulfills the law as human that we 

should have done. And he passively is led by the Spirit, led by the Spirit and the Father's will, to 

do the Father's will. He passively allows the Father to place him as the sacrifice. So he's anointed 

with this title of Christ. He's anointed in his baptism. In his baptism, the Holy Spirit descends 

upon him and an anoints him as the Christ. He's an anointed one. He's anointed as THE Christ 

and he's anointed for the mission of saving the world. 

And guess what that makes all of you? You are little Christs. You are all little Christs by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is THE Christ, but you have all been anointed with the Holy 

Spirit in your baptism. This same Holy Spirit that descended on Jesus and his baptism is in you. 

You have been anointed as well. 

You are little Christs. There’s the Jesus as THE Christ. What about Lord? What does it mean to 

be Lord? Lord means that the Father has placed the Son over all things. Jesus humbled himself in 

coming down to earth, humble obedience and lived the life of a servant. And in doing so, being 

obedient, even to death on a cross God, the Father has raised him above all things, Lord and 

King. 

What does it mean for Jesus to be your Lord? Well for that, I want to read straight from the large 

catechism. Large catechism says; if anyone asks, what do you believe in the second article about 

Jesus Christ? Answer as briefly as possible. I believe that Jesus Christ, true Son of God, has 

become my Lord. 

 



What is it to become Lord? It means that he has redeemed and released me from sin, from the 

devil, from death and from all misfortune. Before this, I had no Lord or King, but was captive 

under the power of the devil. I was condemned to death and entangled in sin and blindness.  

For when we were created by God, the Father, and had received from him, all kinds of good 

things, the devil came and led us into disobedience, sin, death, and all misfortune. As a result, we 

lay under God's wrath and displeasure, sentenced to eternal damnation, as we had merited it and 

deserved it. There was no counsel, no help, no comfort for us until this only-begotten and eternal 

Son of God in his unfathomable goodness had mercy on us because of our misery and distress, 

and came from heaven to save us. Those tyrants and jailers have now been routed and their place 

has been taken by Jesus Christ, the Lord of life, righteousness and every good blessing. He has 

snatched us, snatched us, poor lost creatures from the jaws of hell, won us, made us free and 

restored us to the Father's favor and grace. As his own possession, he has taken us under his 

protection and shelter, in order that he may rule us by his righteousness, wisdom, power, life and 

blessedness.  

Let this be the summary of this article that the little word Lord simply means the same as 

Redeemer. That is he who has brought us back from the devil to God, from death to life, from sin 

to righteousness and keeps us there. 

That is what is said in the large catechism. Now whether we believe in Jesus or not, he's Lord of 

all.  He's Lord of all, whether we want to to accept that or not. The question is, is Jesus your 

Lord? At the very least, we must confess the sin that we oftentimes put other things in place of 

God. So I want you to take just a second here, close your eyes if you have to, unless you're going 

to fall asleep. I like to look off into the ceiling as kind of my contemplative place. What are the 

things that you have made Lord of your life? What are the things that you look to for trust, 

security, goodness and help, comfort? What are those things that you specifically have put in 

place of God? 

Is it our own selfishness, material possessions or wealth that make us feel safe and secure from 

any economic hardship? Is it our own bodies? That we're nice and strong and tough and going to 

pull ourselves through any hard times? The government? Sports and entertainment? What is it? 

What do you hold up as Lord? Confess that sin. 

See, the Christian life is one of constant repentance. Every day we confess where we have 

allowed other things to serve as our Lord. We pray for forgiveness. We receive this forgiveness. 

We wake up the next day and we do the whole thing over again, growing and growing in our 

faith day by day. This is living out the baptismal life of repentance. A daily, daily drowning of 

the old self. 

And what's cool and the thing that I think ties this whole thing together, and I wish that our 

reading hadn't cut off two versus short, is this. This is the next two verses of our reading from 

Acts, when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 



Apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter said "Repent and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. This promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, for all whom 

the Lord our God will call." This is our baptismal promise that God has made you. Not our 

promises, but the promises that God has made to you in your baptism. That your sins are 

forgiven and that you receive the Holy Spirit. 

Here is the coolest thing that I think ties it all together. What is the name that you're baptized 

into? You're baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The Triune 

God, you are baptized into the name, the Triune God. He put his name on you. And in his Spirit, 

he dwells inside of you. 

The God of all things in you and through his Spirit, he brings you into the body of Christ. You 

dwell within, connection and unity to the Godhead himself. You are one with Christ. That's the 

great mystery of the Trinity. God has loved you so much. He has redeemed you. He's called you 

his own. He has put his name on you and he dwells with you forever and he will call you to life 

in the last day. In Jesus name, Amen. 


