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We pray. Lord may the meditations of our hearts and the words of my mouth be pleasing in your 

sight. Amen. Go. That is our theme this morning. Vamos. Go. It is good that I "goed" to the 

seminary and got back. Some of you may not have even noticed that I was gone. Still others of 

you may be thankful for the peace and quiet that was around here during the week, the last 

couple weeks. But now I am back and I want to begin this morning by telling you just a little 

story.  

There's this little girl. And they went to church in the morning with her family and they come 

home. They have lunch and the mom's sitting there washing dishes, and the girl goes off into the 

living room and she's playing. Then the girl comes up and she tugs on her mom's dress and says, 

"Mommy, mommy, I have a question." Mom's like, okay, what's up? She goes, "I have a 

question about God." She's like, oh, this is great. This is great. Little girl goes, "The pastor at 

church. He said that that Jesus is inside of us. Is that true?" The mom's like, yes, that's absolutely 

true. Jesus gives us his spirit and dwells with us. That's exactly right. Good job. Way to pay 

attention to Pastor’s sermon. So good. The girl goes, “Okay.” And she runs off back into the 

living room. Mother goes back to doing dishes and a few minutes later, the girl comes back and 

she tugs again. She says, "Mommy, mommy, in Sunday school, the Sunday school teacher said 

that Jesus is bigger than all the scary things and all the monsters and Jesus is bigger than 

everything. Is that true?" Mother's like, yes. Good job. Way to pay attention in Sunday school. 

Good job. That's absolutely true. Jesus is bigger than all the things that are scary, all the monsters 

that are out there, anything that's bad. Jesus is bigger. The girl goes “Okay. Okay.” She goes off. 

Mother goes back to washing. Finally a third time, the girl comes running in, she tugs mom's 

dress. She goes, "Mommy, I'm confused." And Mommy's like, what? What's wrong? And the 

girl's thinking, she says, "If Jesus is inside of us, And he's bigger than all the monsters and scary 

things. Shouldn't he stick out?" 

Yes. Yes, he should. So go, and as you're going, may Jesus stick out of you in your words and 

deeds. That's going to frame our discussion this morning. Jesus sticking out of us as we go. Our 

reading for the sermon is our gospel reading from Luke chapter eight. It's quite the dramatic 

scene. Jesus and the disciples there in verse 20, chapter eight of Luke. They land opposite 

Galilee off the sea of Tiberius, the sea of Galilee, whatever you want to call it. And Jesus steps 

out and there's this man who's there and he's got demons. And this guy, we're told from our 

reading, he thrashes, he lives in the tombs. He can't keep clothes on. 

He is breaking his bonds and breaking the chains. I mean, he is possessed by these demons. The 

demons start talking to Jesus and they're like, we want out of here.  We don't want you to cast us 

out. We want to be away from you because you are Jesus. You are the son of the most high God. 



We don't want anything to do with you. Just leave us alone. Jesus says, what's your name? And 

they say Legion. 

Legion, Roman Legion, is what we're talking about there. So Legion, a Roman Legion, is about 

four to 6,000 troops. So when they say Legion, because there's many of them, there's four to 

6,000 demons inside this man. And the demons are like no, don't send us back to the Abyss. Let's 

go somewhere else. Let's go in these pigs and Jesus is like, fine, go in the pigs. And they go in 

the pigs and they rush down and they all drown themselves. Talking about four to 6,000 pigs 

herding down into the lake, drowning themselves. And of course this freaks everybody out. 

They all run away and start to say this demon guy that we all hate, who runs around naked and 

lives in the tombs and we can't keep secure. He just had demons come out of him and they went 

in the pigs and the pigs drowned. Which makes everybody want to come back. Say, wait, we 

want to check this out. 

So they go and check it out. They're like, what on earth? This guy hasn't been sane his entire life. 

And now he is sitting here. He's clothed. He is in his right mind, what is going on? They're like, 

Jesus, listen, we don't want anything to do with you either. We're scared of you, just like the 

demons. Get out of here. 

And the man is like, I'll come too. And Jesus says, no, you can't. Jesus says, return to your home 

and declare how much God has done for you. Now Jesus says, declare how much God has done 

for you. And then what does the man do? He went away proclaiming throughout the whole city 

how much Jesus had done for him. 

Jesus is the son of God. So when you go and tell the good news of what God has done, you're 

telling the good news of Jesus. Jesus defeats the Legion of demons. He secures salvation for this 

man. He sets him free from those that are tormenting him because wherever Jesus goes, the 

kingdom of God is present. 

Jesus is going, that's our theme this morning. Jesus goes. And so with him goes the kingdom of 

God. The kingdom of God is where the sick are healed. The demons are cast out and sins are 

forgiven. The Spiritual forces of darkness that are out in this world are cast out.  

Now we are so smart in our current day and age. We are so wise. We have all this technology 

and science. We just think we can defeat anything. We're going to live forever. We’re going to 

go land on Mars and live there and then beat death there. We’re going to go do whatever we 

want. Nothing can stop us, because we're so wise. Except we still just die. We still can't defeat 

that. We still continue to hurt each other. We still continue to kill each other. We still continue to 

do really stupid things. How smart are we? But in our narcissism and our arrogance, it's really 

easy to forget that there are spiritual forces at play. It's easy to forget that there are demons at 

work, but there are. Now we still see their actions, even if we ignore that they're present. We see 



death and pain and hurt and violence all around us. Even on a bright and incredibly hot day, like 

today, we still see the darkness. We're still afflicted by the darkness.  

Now, how many of you have heard of Matt Damon, the actor? Matt Damon. Now, Matt Damon 

is a man who has found himself in some dark places in his movies. Someone, who clearly had 

too much time on their hands, sat down and estimated just how much money humanity has spent 

trying to bring Matt Damon home from foreign places in his movies. Check this out. He was in a 

movie called Courage Under Fire, Gulf war era, Gulf War One, and they had to do a helicopter 

rescue to save Matt Damon. They estimated about $300,000. Saving Private Ryan, World War II 

setting. They had to send out an entire search party to get him. Estimation about a hundred 

thousand dollars. Titan A.E., apparently Earth evacuation on a spaceship estimated about $200 

billion. You know, you gotta evacuate earth? That's a little pricier. Syriana, never heard of it. 

Middle East private security return flight for Matt Damon, $50,000. Green Zone, a US army 

transport from the Middle East for Matt Damon, $50,000. Elysium, space station security, 

deployment, and damages. That's a hundred million. You know, anytime you get in space, you 

start to add some zeros. Inner Stellar. You have the inner stellar spaceship that travels 

dimensions. That's not only space, but dimensions. That's gonna be about $500 billion endeavor. 

And then the Martian where he gets stuck on Mars and has to come back is $200 billion. So if 

you total it all up, you've got $900 billion plus some change that is trying to get Matt Damon 

back home from danger. 

I find that rather hilarious, but of that list, there's one movie that I want to bring up in particular, 

and that is Saving Private Ryan and Matt Damon is Private Ryan. How many of you have seen 

Saving Private Ryan? A lot of you. Good. Good. Maybe good. It's really violent. It was a Tom 

Hanks and Steven Spielberg movie, very, very popular movie. Very violent. Three different 

people are sending their notices in and they just happened to notice that they're all taking, three 

notices to the same address to the same family. Someone says, umm, did we misprint this? Did 

we duplicate this? No, they go back and check it. No, it's three separate deaths, all to the same 

family. One family has lost three sons. They said, whoa, this is bad. So they look into it and 

they're like, actually, there's four children in that family, four sons, one of them is still alive. We 

gotta save this guy. We cannot take all four sons from this family. So, they say, Tom Hanks, you 

and your seven men, you get to go and find Private James Francis Ryan and bring him home. 

Now, throughout the movie, six of the eight men on this mission die, including Tom Hanks, all 

in the effort to save this one little private, Private Ryan. Which they do. They save him. And as 

you can imagine, a lot of the men resented having to risk their lives to save this one guy. Doesn't 

really seem fair to them. 

As Tom Hanks, at the end of the movie, lays dying on the ground, he leans forward and he 

whispers into Private Ryan's ears. “James, earn this." Earn it, those are his last words. And as 

you flash forward to the future, an elderly James Francis Ryan is seen standing in the military 



cemetery. He's paying respect at the grave of John Miller, this Tom Hanks character, that had 

died for him. 

He is overcome with grief. He's surrounded by family, but you can tell he's just not sure he has 

done enough. And he says to the gravestone, every day, I think about what you said to me. I 

lived every day, the best I could. I hope that was enough. I hope that at least in your eyes, I have 

earned all of what you have done for me. 

Then his wife walks up to him and he turns to her and he says, tell me, tell me, I've lived a good 

life. Tell me I'm a good man. It's a powerful scene. You can resonate with it. Imagine soldiers 

giving their life to save yours and how could you not possibly feel like you had to somehow earn 

that? Like, they should value your life higher than theirs, that they would give up their life for 

you. Have you been good enough to make that switch? Should it have been them that lived? 

Were they the better person? Have you lived a good enough life to earn that switch, to earn that 

sacrifice? And that's just how it is. I mean, you've gotta earn a sacrifice like that. Even if that 

earning has to come the whole lifetime after. Isn't that how we feel about Jesus? Jesus has done 

everything for us. 

He lived for us. He died for us. He rose for us. He ascended into Heaven and he is coming back 

for us. And don't we just have to earn it? And isn't part of that, earning it, that we would go and 

convert other people to the cause? Go, go, go. Not so much so that they can know Jesus. Yeah. 

That's nice if other people know Jesus, but so that we can know we did our part. That we earn 

just a little bit of that sacrifice. Right?  

Brothers and sisters, don't let yourself go down that rabbit hole. Don't let yourself go down that 

hole. That hole is one that leads you from darkness into deeper darkness. There is no earning 

your salvation. There's no need to. In our reading today, Jesus, doesn't say to the man with the 

demons "Earn this." No. He simply saves the man from an army of demons. He asked nothing of 

the man and Jesus asked nothing of you. It's the reverse Saving Private Ryan. Jesus willingly 

sacrifices himself for you. He endured the cross and the grave. For the joy of the cross set before 

him, he died for you. He would go to any length to save you. 

And he did. He saves you and there's nothing that you must do to earn it. On the cross, Jesus' 

final words to us is not "Earn this," it's "It is finished." It's finished. There's no earning. It's just a 

free gift. So now what? Well, now we go.  

But don't you just wanna stay at Jesus' feet? Don't you just wanna stay by his side forever? I 

mean, he brought us through so much. He gives us this free gift that we don't have to earn at all. 

We just wanna stick by him, but not even the disciples get to do that. Eventually Jesus departs, 

even them, as he as ascends into heaven. And for this man saved from demons, Jesus won't let 

him remain with him. 



He tells him to go, go home, go home and declare how much God has done for you. And so he 

goes, and he tells how much Jesus has done for him, proclaiming to the whole city. Now notice 

what Jesus does not say. He does not say, go and convert people for me. That burden's not on 

you. It's simply to proclaim what God has done. 

And that's the response that you get to do now, as you go. The converting and changing people's 

hearts, that's God's work. Converting is God's business. Not ours. You don't have to be worried 

about that. You just simply proclaim what God has done for you not to earn your salvation, not 

to earn it. You can't, you won't, but because you have been saved, what else could you possibly 

do, but to share how wonderful this salvation is.  

Here's the other thing. While Jesus sends you away, he doesn't really leave you alone. While he 

sends you from his side, he goes with you. He gives you his Holy Spirit. He breathed it out, as 

we just went through a couple weeks ago on Pentecost, on his disciples, he breathes out his Holy 

Spirit and he pours it out on you in your baptism. 

And so you go, but you don't go alone. You go with God's presence with you always. Which 

returns us to our opening story. If Jesus is bigger than everything and if he is inside you, 

shouldn't he stick out? Yes, he should. He should stick out in what you say and what you do and 

your attitude and your actions. 

Let Jesus shine through you. And thus declare as you go all the good things that God has done 

for you. So that's why we didn't sing a song before this sermon, because we're going to sing a 

song coming up right now. Our hymn of the day that we sing after the sermon. It's a Christmas 

song, but it's just too perfect of a song. 

Go Tell It on the Mountain. Even the little baby Jesus, when he came to earth, when he took on 

flesh, it was over. The forces of darkness began to flee. He has set the world free from all that 

torments us. So we get to go tell the good news. We get to go. As we go in our words and our 

deeds, our actions, our attitudes, that Jesus died for you and saved you. 

And then our first distribution song for communion God's Own Child I Gladly Say It. And then 

our last song Sent Forth by God's blessing Our True Faith Confessing. We are sent to go, go in 

Jesus name. Amen. May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen 


