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Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds was captured during the Battle of the Bulge. He was a 

devout Christian. Since he was the highest non-commissioned officer in the POW camp, he 
assumed leadership of the 1,292 POWs at Stalag IX-A. His nickname was “Old Man” though he was 
just 25.  In late January 1945, the German commandant, Maj. Siegmann, announced that only Jewish 
servicemen should report for roll call the next morning.  Edmonds suspected the worst and quickly 
spread his own order.  That morning all 1,292 men reported for roll call.  Siegmann furiously 
ordered Edmomds to identify his Jewish soldiers (there were about 200).  Edmonds replied, “We are 
all Jews here.” Siegmann pointed his Luger at Edmonds head and told him he would be shot 
immediately if he disobeyed.  Edmonds stood firm, “According the Geneva Convention, we are 
only required to give our name, rank, and serial number. You can shoot me but this war is about 
over and when we win, you will be tried for a war crime.”  Siegmann lowered his gun and walked 
away. 
             

As the Allies continued to push into Germany, the prisoners were loaded into rail cars and 
carried farther into the interior of Germany. When Allied warplanes began to strafe the train, 
Edmonds led his men in prayer, which the other men said truly calmed the hysteria and those 
prayers probably saved them from being blown away that day.  Finally, meals in the camp became 
almost non-existent and the POWs were very weak.  They were ordered to march even further into 
the German heartland.  Edmonds, knowing they would die along the way, told his men to retreat to 
their barracks and not obey the orders.  After a full day of roll calls and refusals, the camp 
commander said, “You win Edmonds.  The camp is yours.”  The next day, March 30, 1945, the 
camp was liberated by US troops.  All 1292 soldiers survived. 
             

Edmonds went on the fight in the Korean War.  He returned home to Knoxville, still full of 
faith and his son Chris is now a Baptist minister. But Roddie always refused to talk about the wars.  
So when he died in 1985, Chris eagerly took possession of his war journals. But they were written in 
cryptic codes, and he couldn’t decipher them.  Then in 2009, Chris’ daughter Lauren was assigned a 
group history project in college and out came the journals again.  They tracked down fellow POWs 
that served with Roddie, among them, M.Sgt. Lester Tanner, who had changed his Jewish name 
from Tannenbaum, to serve in Europe, and Sgt. Hand Freidman.  They helped decipher the journals 
and helped the students find former POWs who gave testimonials.  Once the Edmonds heroic story 
was made public, Tanner applied to Yad Vashem Commission for Designation of the Righteous.  
Yad Vashem is a National museum complex in Israel, and among their memorials is Garden of the 
Righteous that commemorates non-Jews who saved Jews from imminent death or concentration 
camps, at the risk of their own lives, without personal gain.  Only 5 Americans have been honored 
this way.  But in 2019 Sgt. Roderick “Roddie” Edmonds was designated with a plaque in the 
Garden.  Chris noted, “I believe that Dad was willing to die to save the Jewish men under his 
command because he believed a Jewish man—Jesus Christ—had died to save him.”  (Complete 
story is in “The Stand”—AFA Journal, AP 2022) 

 


