
14 To All the World 
    

 Jesus never taught a systematic evangelism (witnessing to the faith).  He just had a mission 
to share faith and save the world. Then He said, “As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 
Jn.20:21.  He put it in His Great Commission, “Go to the people of all nations and make them My disciples.  
Baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told 
you.” Matt. 28:19-20. To do this is a tremendous privilege with eternal significance for anyone who 
believes. And it is tied to the end of God’s Plan for creation. “The good News about God’s kingdom will 
be preached in all the world, to every nation, then the end will come.” Matt. 24:14  

 
     Yet sharing the Gospel is the least practiced thing by Christians. (Christian pollster Barna 
reports that well over 90% of Christians say they have not shared the faith in the last year.) That is 
because it requires us to substitute His agenda for our own. People protest that they need training.  
But the apostles seem to have simply been overflowing with enthusiasm over their faith such that 
they couldn’t shut up.  They also shared it along with their experiences and told followers to do the 
same (I Pet:2:9). The Message paraphrases this passage: “tell others of the night-and-day difference He made for 
you.” When you mature, you develop the habit of extracting lessons from life and sharing them.  
What has God taught me from sickness, failure, waiting for something, sorrow, being broke, and 
from my church family?  You can’t keep from talking about what you care about most and so God 
wants us to be passionate for Him. 
     

And like your Lord, learn to love those who are missing Him in their lives.  Thus your 
struggles in life are valuable to share, not just for empathy, but in telling the Good News of how 
God is with you. Don’t let your pride tie your tongue.  Pray about your friends (and enemies) who 
are lost. Use God’s Word when you share because it has a power to convict people.  But shy away 
from using churchianity—terms of theology or whose use doesn’t exist outside the church.  Love 
like Jesus who never knew a stranger spoke with dignity to people who seemed hopelessly messed 
up.  That is why he drew sinners with His grace—tax collectors, prostitutes, poor folks, people who 
had lost hope, sick and mentally ill. Be humble like Jesus. The Spirit does the mind-changing so 
share your faith casually and let God do the conversion. Shift from self-centered to other-centered 
thinking “Don’t think about your own affairs but be interested in others too.” Phil. 2:4.Think of the needs of 
unbelievers when you talk to them and ask the Spirit to help you think of their spiritual needs.  
     

Still need some structure to your dialog?  Try these steps. 1.Start a conversation talking about 
your church or their church.  2.Tell how your church and especially God helps your faith grow. 3. 
Talk about Grace—how God saves you from your worst failures without cost, and how important it 
is to you. 4.Tell the Gospel story.  Jesus Died For My Sins—the 5 words that change everything. 
Maybe you’ll get only step 1 or 2 done.  Try again.  Research shows that the average non-believing 
person needs to hear this 14 times before they come to faith.  So if you just share it once, maybe the 
Spirit will act when Christian #14 comes along. 
     

Another method of Jesus was to pose a question of faith.  You can memorize these. In fact 
it is fun to have a supply of quips and questions about faith that can be used in various 
conversations and topics.  Jesus also went straight for the heart when someone was hurting, often 
healing along with bringing faith.  You may not have all the answers but before anybody can care 
about how much you know, they have to know how much you care.  Some of the greatest witnesses 
are simply to care and love others. 



     From all this, some unusual things happen.  First, you will start thinking more globally, about 
God’s plan and eternity. You’ll get more spiritually honest and find yourself more dependent on 
your Christian friends. The Great Commission and Great Commandment will be more evident in 
your life. God’s purpose will live in your life. 
 


