
12 Being Jesus with Skin On 
     

There are many things that Christianity answers which cannot be answered in atheism or 
indeed in other faiths. An Absolute Morality, the Meaning of Life, the Origin of us, true Love, and 
our Destiny. Serving God is much about Love and Destiny. 
       

If you say you are saved but never lift a hand to help someone else, how can you say your 
heart is inspired to be like your loving Savior? God chose you to be here at this time and place to 
make a  difference in the world. When we know God’s infectious love, we understand that He has 
put us here to be His hands and feet in sharing His love to others. “Because of God’s great mercy…Offer 
yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to His service.”  As Luther noted, a living sacrifice keeps 
crawling off the altar.”We know that we have…life because we love the brothers.” I John 3:14. Every 
Christian is called to service when they were called to salvation. 2 Tim. 1:9.   
     

Being part of a church is very important, to find your roles helped by other Christians.  If 
you want to learn service in faith to God, where else would you go? Some folks think that the word 
‘ministry’ means the job of the minister.  Ministry is you! “But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood…that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him Who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 
2 Pet. 2:9 Ha! We probably won’t ask you to preach. Nonetheless, we are very much priests, go-
betweens, between God and the world.  Faith exists not only to learn.  Put your knowledge into 
practice. Eph. 2:10. Become Jesus to the world. 
     

Service is the pathway to real significance. And you will learn much about yourself in serving 
others. A special God-empowered ability is called a Spiritual Gift, an expression of God’s grace to 
you (Eph. 4:7). We don’t choose our gifts.  God gives them. And they are given for someone else’s 
benefit. Confusing?  You aren’t alone.  Different groups have found some pitfalls in the gifts area.  
Some expect everyone to have certain gifts (How? Yours aren’t mine.) or they hold some gifts as 
more important, leading people to envy someone else’s gift. How do we stay away from this? Focus 
on what God is asking you to do. Listen with your heart and find your passion.  People rarely excel 
at work they don’t feel passionate about. Jump in, see if enthusiasm develops. Sometimes a gift takes 
time (think of the party girl who is a good cook, but then God’s love imparts a true gift of 
hospitality), sometimes it is very sudden (think disciples at Pentecost).  Sometimes it is finding an 
aspect of faith that unlocks the gift in you, right where it has been all along. Once found, it may well 
feel like an intimate secret between you and God. Nothing more delightfully close! And of course 
the ultimate gift is your faith. I Cor. 12:3.  
     

This differs from abilities which are also important in service.  Before he became a pastor, he 
was an top accountant—but how many pastors are experts with money?  As a child she had the 
toughest life of poverty—but who knew she would have such abiliity to help destitute people who 
came to the food and clothing pantry? “God works through different people in different ways, but it is the same 
God Who achieves His purpose through them all.” I Cor. 12:6. Ever think how Jesus held his disciples 
together? Peter, the guy who jumped in whole hog, and Thomas the skeptic? Simon the Zealot, rebel 
against the Romans, and Matthew Levi, the tax collector, who had joined them? God loves 
uniqueness and has a place for everyone.   
     

Finally, our experiences allow us a unique vantage point to serve.  God never wastes a trial, a 
struggle, and wrestling with Him. Your best ministry may come out of the things you regretted and 



resented most.  But for God to use that, you must get over the hurdle of being willing to share them. 
Read how Paul told about how crushed and overwhelmed he was in his first journey to Asia Minor, 
2Cor.1:8-10. 
     

Begin by assessing your gifts and abilities.  Consider your heart and personality.  Examine 
your experiences/lessons you have learned. Then immerse yourself in the world and find hurts you 
can heal, places where you can serve, and simply be open to wild adventures with your Lord. 
     

The Romans and Greeks had several words for giving a gift.  Most common was liberalitas, 
meaning to give with obligation to return the favor.  It is giving with a string attached.  We see it in 
athletes and celebrities today who “give back” to a community as a way to return a favor.  
Commercial companies advertize far and wide about how they help with some charitable endeavor, 
but the purpose of the ad is that you will buy something. “Only $19 a month shows you care.” This is 
transactional, ugly, and self-serving giving.  Jesus lived and taught charitas, the giving that occurs 
when the recipient cannot return a thing.  That is the love without strings shown by the Good 
Samaritan, Jesus with the woman caught in adultery, the Father of the Prodigal Son. And it was the 
gift He gave us in going to the cross for us when we couldn’t pay a thing in return.  Hence Jesus told 
his disciples about real leadership in being a servant, servio, “slave”. Without a servant’s heart we are 
tempted to use our abilities for personal gain or status. God tests our hearts by asking us to serve in 
ways we don’t think we are cut out for. Being a real servant means allowing interruptions and 
spiritual glasses to see needs.  John Wesley said, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as 
long as you ever can.” And true servants just do their best with the resources they have. “If you wait 
for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.” Eccl. 11:4. It doesn’t have to be perfect for God to 
bless it. Finally, be faithful and do whatever it takes.  God delights in those who take risks for Him. 
In Matt. 25, Jesus, no doubt thinking about his crucifixion, tells his disciples the Parable of the 
Talents.  To the 2 servants who had worked hard, risked to achieve for the master, he said, “Well 
done thou good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little.  I will set you over much. Enter into the joy 
of your master.” But the servant with no motivation was cast into outer darkness.  
     

Just after that parable, Jesus told the disciples how it will be on the final judgment day.  
People are divided into those who go to heaven and those bound for hell.  And the judgment, Jesus 
said, was if they had served Him.  For He was behind the faces of all the thirsty, naked, sick and 
imprisoned. Those who did were taken to glory in heaven.  Both groups never saw Jesus, but the 
lost never saw Jesus’ heart. “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
Mt. 25:46.  In Mt. 7:23, Jesus says those whose faith is fake will be told, “I never knew you.” That is to 
say, faith is a relationship with the True God-- Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and the result is 
knowing God. Serving others is not an option. It is part and parcel of who we are in faith. 
     

Luther preached for almost 30 years in Wittenberg.  Scholars sometimes express surprise 
that, while his struggles with the Roman Church were about doctrines and issues of church practice, 
his sermons were largely about Christian service.  He married Katarina (Katharine) Von Bora, a very 
bright nun who had been left as an orphan at age 5 at a convent. She led an escape of a dozen other 
nuns in cahoots with some of Luther’s friends. All the young women were reunited with families or 
found mates among Luther’s students.  Except Kate.  Luther tried to be a matchmaker several times 
and finally suggested a brilliant young scholar.  But Kate had a tremendous serving heart and saw in 
Luther many missing talents which were a fit for the ones she possessed. Though 17 years younger 
than Martin, she replied, “No I won’t marry him, but I would marry you!”  To which the 



flabbergasted Dr. Martin Luther, a confirmed bachelor, gave a long pause and then agreed. It was a 
match made in heaven. The organization, hospitality to hordes who came to visit Luther, her sharp 
wit, sunny disposition, home life, and best beer and meals in all of Saxony, made the former monk 
an international figure. They had six children and Marty called her “Katie, my rib.” 
 
There is no more lovely, friendly, and charming relationship, communion or company than a good marriage.--Luther 
 


