
7 God Demos the Tower of Babel 

 

Human languages are a screwball mix of man-made communications. The English verb ‘to 

be’ comes in the forms am-is-are-was-were. I goes with am but you goes with are. These were 

various cases passed down by Celts, Danes, Franks, and Welsh who popularized each little usage to 

the exclusion of another. English became a melting pot, almost laughably so. The same 

pronunciation comes in different words. Awl verbally sounds the same as All, unless you are from 

the Deep South where Awl sounds like Oil. Definitions change over time. Old English is actually 

Frisian, a dialect that still exists in a sliver of Germany. With so much confusion, how can the Bible 

be interpreted correctly? After all, the Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek (and those 

are all ancient versions) by at least 60 authors. Yet Isaiah 40:7 says, “The word of our God shall 

stand forever.”  

Luther insisted the Bible was clearly written and understandable to a child. Yet when he 

translated it from Greek to German, there were often no German words to match the Greek. So 

Luther made up over 400 German words the way Germans do by smashing two or more common 

words together. He was so clever at it, so faithful to Greek meaning, that his German Bible (the 8th 

such version to be published) was an instant best seller. People would buy it just to read new words 

and chuckle at his audacity and ability to make a wildcard word amazingly understood. “Good one, 

Marty!” Luther’s Bible has endured for 500 years, while the Elizabethan English King James Version 

made it only about 300. His dialect, High German, became the official standard German used today.  

Among churches some say we must interpret only with the help of historic findings that can 

prove the text--historical critical liberalism. But that means our knowledge of history supersedes 

God’s message. Others hold that a certain Bible version is inerrant. But then how does one deal with 

words and grammar that change meaning over time? Lutherans believe God’s meaning transcends 

the language. Faith finds a way. Various interpretations have fans, but God is Truth shining through 

the text. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for reproof, for correction, for training 

in righteousness.” II Tim. 3:16. Other translations may say inspired rather than breathed out. The 

Hebrew word for God’s Holy Spirit was Ruach ha Kadesh, “breath of God”. Thus Lutheran pastors 

are well-trained in reading Greek and Hebrew to handle such nuances and ascertain understanding.  

But is it just an old book with errors crept-in? Or is it inerrant? Lutherans often avoid the 

word inerrant because many use that term to claim the Bible means what they envision. Lutherans 

say it is absolutely true and effective to bring about its purpose (Is.55:11). It must be understood 

through faith and in the context of God’s purpose (called contextualism). Gal. 4:24 says that some 

of it is allegorical. Metaphors abound. Song of Solomon is allegorical to Christ’s love of the church. 

(It had better be or it’s the first dirty book in the Bible!) God’s Word is alive! I knew an old guy 

nicknamed Pops in our prison ministry. How did he become a Christian? He told me how he was a 

wild man evading a police blockade. They shot 137 bullet holes through his truck and miraculously 

he survived. He was in Maximum Confinement, a 4’ X 6’ barred cell and a little hole to pass food 



through. One day two nuns came and gave him a Bible. He had nothing else to do so he started 

reading and faith came. “You got to understand, Dave, this Book SPEAKS to me!” Yes, it does to 

all of us.  

Historical Criticism wasn’t the first thing to insist it could judge the Bible. The Greek 

Orthodox church insists church councils overrule it. Roman Catholics add the Pope and traditions. 

But nowhere in the Word of God, is the authority of any of these elevated to supersede the Word. 

Add to this the fact that Luther and many reformers kept finding traditions and church councils that 

brought forward obviously contradictory understandings. But the real clincher was what the Gospel 

of John begins by saying, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him and without 

Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men… 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” John 1:1-4,14. God’s Word, that is, His 

Expression, equates with Jesus Christ, His Son, Whose Spirit has brought us Faith. End of story. It 

is Scripture alone that is in authority.  

The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid. – Martin Luther. 


