
5 Getting Right with God 

Imagine growing up with a harsh, critical father who was a hard-driving businessman who 
hired many harsh, critical workers. Then in high school your 3 best friends died of a contagious and 
deadly disease but somehow you never caught it.  Dad demanded you take over the business and 
study law in college.  Then one day you are almost struck by lightning while walking home from 
school.  In extreme fear you cry out for a saint to whom you have been praying to save you and 
promise you’ll become a monk. Those were the first 24 years of Luther’s life when he entered a 
monastery in 1507—against his father’s wishes. Survivor’s guilt made him ask, “What is life all about 
and how do I get right with God?” 

So how do you see your own life? If you live for God’s purposes, logically you should ask 
God for His point of view. And the Bible (God’s Word) has 3 pictures God gives us of life from His 
vantage point.  First it is a test. God continually tests people for faith, integrity, loyalty, compassion, 
etc.  There were times people flunked—Adam and Eve, David and Bathsheba, Ahab and Jezebel, 
Peter, Paul.  But there were also times when people succeeded—David, Peter, Esther, Daniel, Paul.  
God may test you with unanswered prayers, major life changes, how you handle your possessions, 
criticism of others.  When you realize nothing is insignificant that happens to you, then you realize 
you are being tested all the time. So too with Luther who obsessed with confessing every little sin 
and the inconsistency of his thoughts.  He fasted almost to death and went without clothes in the 
cold.  He saw God as a ‘harsh judge on a rainbow’. The rainbow of course was heaven.  The Bible says, 
“God keeps his promise and will not allow you to be tested beyond your power to remain firm.”I Cor. 10;13. To 
which Mother Theresa quipped, “I just wish He didn’t trust me so much.” When you pass a test, 
God notices and plans to reward you in heaven. “Blessed are those who endure when they are tested. When 
they pass the test they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.” James 1:12  

Life is also a trust.  God made everything and entrusted it to Adam and Eve and everyone 
who came after them.  In Jesus’ parable of the Talents, the Master (God) told 2 of his servants, “Well 
done thou good and faithful servant.” Mt. 25:23. Young Luther concluded badly that he had to work hard 
to earn heaven. 

Life is also temporary. David wrote, “Lord, help me to realize how brief my time on earth will be.  
Help me to know that I am here for but a moment more.”Ps. 39:4. That is to say, obviously life is temporary 
and we belong to another place with God. “Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves 
cozy in it.” I Pet. 2:11. This world is messed up with sin; Christians are often rejected; things die.  
Heaven is our true home. The trouble, Luther thought was getting from here to there when God 
had so many rightful but absolute demands. Demands no one could fulfill even though Jesus had 
died for sinners.   

Luther was brilliant and finished a doctorate in 5 years.  His supervisor, Johann Staupitz, saw 
his potential as a teacher and assigned him to be the head of a new college far out southeast in the 
newly cleared forests of Saxony at Wittenberg, Germany. Luther began lecturing. One night in his 
study he was preparing for Psalm 31.  He’d always struggled with a passage, Romans 1:16-17. “For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel, it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. For in it [the gospel], the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘the righteous 
shall live by faith.’” Righteous means ‘right living’ and in Greek is the same word as ‘just’. Until this 
point, Luther thought that meeting God who was righteous while you were definitely not, would be 
a terrifying thing. Then he read Psalms 31:1, “in your righteousness, deliver me!” and suddenly realized 
that God’s righteousness included not only absolute perfection but also the genius of the gospel’s 
saving/delivering by grace.  God wanted to save ‘the world’ as John 3:16 says, by grace, a gift 



without strings attached because His Son Jesus had paid the price.  And what did that require?  
Simple belief.  Suddenly Romans made profound sense! In his typical irrepressible manner, Luther 
taught a course on Romans, publishing his notes (1516), that convinced the faculty of 8 and several 
hundred students of this truth.  In a world of stringent and pricey church requirements, this was like 
a breath of fresh air (though many Christians had secretly held hope in “Grace Alone, Faith 
Alone”).  Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone, became Luther’s motto. 
 


