
4  Where is God? 
How does faith grow? Some think you accept God and then you are all grow’d 

up.  Some say maybe you won’t get there on earth.  Lutherans believe we are 
Simultaneous Saints and Sinners.   
            Your boss overlooked you and that other person got the promotion.  You’re 
hit by a drunk driver, 5 surgeries and now are addicted to pain-killers.  You begged 
God for a child, found the man of your dreams.  He got killed and now you work 3 
jobs to make ends meet.  It’s not fair. You are angry. Why does God put all these 
things in front of us? But think about it.  If you understood everything, would you 
need faith? Yet “without faith, it is impossible to please God” (Heb. 11:6)  Some people 
brush their problems under a rug.  They don’t admit they cuss or get mad or go off in 
a huff.  Really? Somehow God must bring us more faith despite our behavior.   
            Jesus (I may get catcalls from theologians on this) had his faith grow as He 
experienced what we go through.  It began with his Father’s anguish over sending his 
Son to earth. The Father loved us whom He made in His own image.  But he could 
see our hearts too--jealousy, gluttony, hate. The only way of redemption was to pay 
the price for our sin and form a relationship with us.  The Son is redemption and the 
Holy Spirit is relationship.  How hard it must have been for that Father to say good-
bye to Jesus, knowing that earth would put Him through the sacrifice to end them all.  
We might think God would do something to lessen the pain.  Why do bad things 
happen to good people?  There was one Really Bad Thing and Jesus volunteered for 
it. Worse, we were in no mood to listen. “Just leave me alone to my own devices!”  
That would be the end for us!  God doesn’t give up.  He brought His Spirit to put 
faith in us, bring us back, bruised and muddied with sin, loving us the way we are.  We 
even try to walk away. When we turn around He’s there. What if drawing closer to 
God means bearing something that leaves us in doubt or in horrid pain with no hope 
left?  It happened with Jesus!  He struggled with his Dad in Gethsemane. Is there no 
other way? None? Then Jesus would trust even more while facing sure doom.  Maybe 
it takes pain to raise faith and experience hope. 

The story of our spiritual lives is rather like Romans 7:24-25. “The good that I 
would do, I do not, and that which I would not, that I do.  Wretched man that I am!  Who will save 
me from this body of death? Thanks be to Jesus Christ our Lord!”  Among all church 
denominations, Lutherans are about the only ones who accept these Pauline words 
flat out.  Once you are a Christian, you don’t stop sinning or stop doing “mortal 
sins”.   Luther agreed with Paul that we are both saints and sinners simultaneously, an 
ornery sucker, yet saved. Many Christians wonder if they will really ever make it to 
heaven. If your church demanded  a mountaintop experience, did you have a real 
one?  A born again experience?  Did you really mean the words?  But when God takes 
hold of a sinner, He claims His child.  Despite the mess of my life, God, not I, grabs 
hold of me. It is as if you are Peter who saw Jesus walking on water in Matt. 16, “Lord 
if that is you, command me to come to you.” And then he saw the waves, the doubt hit him 



and he sank, but Jesus took his hand.  All of our lives are God holding onto us 
through the threatening waves.  We’re saved every second from every sin. 

How can we sense this happening? Luther was asked, ‘How does one know 
you have the Holy Spirit in your heart?”  He said whenever you respond in faith you 
know God is there.  Did your heart offer up a prayer when you sang that song?  Do 
you have joy when a child sits on your lap and you talk about faith?  Then rejoice.  
That’s the HS inside you!                                   
Sin boldly, but believe in Christ even more boldly.—Martin Luther. 

In the year 1500, many Christians thought the church needed reform.  It seemed all about 
money and politics. By bequeathals and wars it owned half the land in Germany and 1/3 of Europe. 
Church officers lived like princes and rights to a bishopric were sold to the highest bidder. Priests 
vowed celibacy but had mistresses. Peasants were confused about praying to Jesus or the saints. 
Coercion by fear of purgatory led many to pay for masses to be said for their deceased relatives. All 
education was in Latin, and monopolized by the church. And inadvertently, a young monk, Martin 
Luther, stepped into this controversy when he asked “Where is God?”  He found Amazing Grace in 
God’s Word, a loving God, and meaning in the sacraments. He would not have been the target 
except that he was singled out for heresy by the Dominicans and he defended his views by writing.  
The printing press had just been invented and Luther wrote prodigiously, 30 books in 36 months, in 
common man’s German. Suddenly half the Holy Roman Empire aligned with Luther when he 
conscientiously proclaimed his pure faith during his trial at Worms. He was secretly taken by allies to 
a fortified castle where he pretended to be a knight, and translated the New Testament from Greek 
into German in 6 months by candlelight. Later, back in Wittenberg, he became the voice of 
Reformation, authored the doctrines of defense at Augsburg, and included singing in German 
worship services . 
 


