
 History is His Story 
Some scholars and archeologists consider Exodus nothing more than a foundational myth of Judaism, 
likely put into the Torah about 550 BC from myths that existed in the Northern Kingdom about 800BC.  
There is no evidence of a big Israelite invasion of Canaan anywhere. Israel was just a group from the 
central highlands that emerged from Canaanites about 1000BC, it is said.  The trouble with this theory is 
that Jews are racially and culturally different than the Phoenicians and Canaanites.    Others hold that 
Exodus was a real story but there are two possible dates, 1446BC or 1275BC.  The earlier date seems 
established by I Kg. 6:1 which is known to be 967BC historically and says the Exodus was 480 years 
prior..  There is also archeological support from Jericho, Armarna and Thebes in Egypt.  Supporters of the 
later date point to Exodus 1:11 that references the cities of Pithom and Ramses in Goshen.  We’ve found 
Ramses.  But Pithom is not well identified to date. Both cities were built by Ramses II.  Many Lutheran 
scholars like the 1446BC date. Evidence mounts that support this.   

Amenhotep II was the Pharaoh in 1446BC and thereafter his military excursions abruptly ended in 
Canaan, consistent with the loss of much of his army.  Since Israel was in Egypt for 430 years that would 
make Israel’s family arrival date 1876BC, during the time of a widespread drought in the Near East.  200 
years after their arrival, the Hyksos, a northern nation which we don’t know much about, overran Egypt 
and ruled until about 1550BC.  Ahmose drove them out and became the first Pharaoh of the 18

th
 Dynasty. 

Following his father, Thutmose I expanded Egypt’s empire all the way to the Euphrates, annexing Syria 
and Canaan. Thutmose III was also a great military leader but in the later half of his reign, he served as 
regent for his young son, Amenhotep II, and Egypt’s vassal states in the Levant were given no military 
support. Amenhotep II may have been Thutmose’s grandson as well as his son.  The Pharaohs were 
incestual and married their sisters, then even sired children by their own daughters. (Whew! More 
complex than SE Oklahoma where an OU colleague of mine was from.  She quipped, “Down there, your 
brother can also be your uncle”) During Egypt’s expansion, they had conquered Kush (Ethiopia/Nubia).  It 
was during this period that Bantu-race* Africans became prominent in Egypt.  Remember Moses, once a 
royal family member, was married to Zipporah, labeled “a Kushite woman” by the Hebrews. She was 
actually the daughter of Jethro, a Midianite.  Midianites were black Africans living in Arabia who therefore, 
looked like the Kushites.  The next Pharoah, Amenhotep III, had a prosperous reign but he did so by 
marrying off his children to rulers of the vassal states to form alliances.  The kingdom was going into 
decline.   

Amenhotep IV was born about 1375BC, in the generation following the Exodus disaster and the 
unexpected conquest of Canaan by Israel. The Exodus surely was the whispered talk among the old 
timers and Pharaoh’s family.  Perhaps Pharoah saw the gods as angry and thus causing the decline of 
empire, perhaps he considered his fathers wrong in opposing the amazing only-god of the Israelites.  If 
not that, for no apparent reason, Amenhotep IV decided to declare Amun and the old gods (2000 of ‘em!) 
defunct and one god, Aten, the sun god, to be the only god.  Monuments were defaced to eradicate the 
names of other gods and the wealthy priesthood got pink slips. Amenhotep renamed himself Akhenaten, 
“son of the sun god”.  Pharoahs were supposedly demi-gods, important intercessors to make the Nile 
flood beneficiantly each year. Between Memphis and Thebes, the ancient capitals of Egypt, Akenaten 
built a massive city Amarna, dedicated to Aten. Covered with sand, it was rediscovered in the 19

th
 century 

but only recently understood to be the enormous project it was.  And it was built in just 3 years.  This was 
achieved by cutting limestone blocks into stones a bit larger than a concrete block.  Instead of a hundred 
workers trying to move a 50 ton block up a dirt ramp as was done in the pyramids, these smaller stones 
could be carried by one man and laid like bricks. For the later part of his reign, Akhenaten and his wife 
Nefertiti lived in sumptuous Amarna.  But the decline in northern fortunes continued for Egypt.  
Suppliluliuma I had arisen in Hittite lands north of Syria and took most of the Egyptian territory of Levant.  
After Akhenaten’s death in 1334BC, he was declared a heretic by Nefertiti acting as regent of her son, 
Tutankhamun. Amarna was torn down and the stones re-used elsewhere.  Something was happening.  
That puzzle piece has now been supplied in the discovery that Egypt suffered a massive pandemic 
beginning 1339BC.  Apparently Akhenatem’s monotheism wasn’t working.  Note the ‘amun’ ending of 
King Tut’s name referring to his allegiance to Amun, the old Egyptian father god.  He was only 8 years old 
when he became Pharoah, so Nefertiti was still ruling in his place.  Eventually, Tutankhamun would 
assume the throne in full fashion but then die within a year.  Buried in a hidden grave in the Valley of the 
Kings, it went unnoticed by grave robbers. In 1922, its discovery, wealth and completeness became 
sensational. And Tut was still in his mummified form, allowing us to recently DNA sample his body. Links 



were found to other mummies and their origins have been worked out.  Only two brief Pharaohs came 
after Tut until the entire dynasty terminated and the country underwent power struggles and civil war.  

As time goes on, we discover more through archeology. Many secular scholars once thought that 
even King David was mythical until an Assyrian king’s monument was found in the 1970s listing his 
conquest over David who had thereupon risen to be king of Israel. While Israel was never a great nation, 
its place is becoming clearer with each decade. 
 


