
  History is His Story 
As the Christian faith spread from Judea and Galilee to Samaria, then to the large metro of Antioch, then 
to the very Greek Ephesus, Celtic Galatia and the wild seaport of Corinth, the doctrines of the new faith 
were no longer something followers could check with the Apostles about. Wrong teaching and new 
fashionable ‘truths’ crept in.  Meanwhile, disputes about how Jewish the new faith was to be spawned 
arguments.  After the council of Jerusalem in 50 AD, God moved the Apostles, and surely they sensed 
that they needed write things down.  James had been beheaded too, and continuity was needed if they 
should all die.  First Peter, who was illiterate, engaged John Mark, a young man who wrote good Greek, 
to write a gospel story of Jesus in the late 50’s.  Then Matthew, son of a priest, trilingual, wrote his gospel 
in Hebrew.  Luke, returned from travels with Paul, did a thorough job interviewing those who knew Jesus. 
He left a longer, more complete gospel (evidence of Mary’s testimony runs through it.).   
            But what did they write on?  Scrolls of the Torah were often meticulously copied onto animal 
skins, parchments. Sometimes very important documents were scribed into copper foil.  These were 
rolled into scrolls for storage.  In China they used very fine silk and there is evidence of writing onto cloth 
in the Roman world as well.  Spinning cloth had started as early as 5000 BC.  But the method of writing 
with a pointed stylus dipped into ink made it difficult to write on cloth. The more sophisticated Chinese 
used a very fine paint brush.  Chinese court official Ts’ai Lun is credited with inventing paper in 105 AD.  
He used inner bark from mulberry trees, hemp cloth, and fishing nets that had been finely shredded, Mix 
with water, dry and press, bleach, and paper arises.  But the idea didn’t make it to the west until Muslims 
tortured a couple of Italians who had travelled the long silk road to China and learned about secret paper 
making. Hence the Muslims spread the idea and it came to be known to Europe in the Dark Ages.  Mark 
wrote his gospel on papyrus, a reed that grows 8–20 feet tall in Egypt’s Nile delta and southern Israel’s 
swamps. In fact the popularity of writing with an alphabet on papyrus (about 1700 BC) may have 
originated by this use for papyrus in southern Canaan.  Strips of papyrus pith were laid out together, then 
other layers laid out perpendicular on top of these until a sheet was built up rather like plywood plies.  
Pressed and dried, these make a fair sheet. Paul’s letter to the Romans would have taken a sheet about 
13 feet long.  So the trick was to fold sheets over and over again, then to tie them with string.  That’s what 
a first century letter looked like. 200 years later it became popular to cut into sheets and bind them into a 
book or codex. Except for six scraps of the gospels, and one complete gospel of John (c. 125 AD), we 
only possess 4 codices from the 200-400 era.  Most significant is the first complete New and Old 
Testament, an mid-300s book, the Sinaiticus Codex. But when Erasmus published his famed Greek New 
Testament, 1509, (Luther used it!) he did it from partially complete documents existent at the time. 
            Paul’s first letter was to the Galatians about 55 AD.  He had to once again deal with the issues of 
the Jerusalem conference. Faith, not circumcision is what saves (Gal 5:6).  Paul’s work is brilliant.  Faith 
saves us and sets  us on the path the sanctification (followership).  We are crucified with Christ (2:20) and 
adopted as God’s sons and daughters(3:26). Hence there is no difference in baptized people of faith 
(2:28) but we are all one. And if we are sons, the Spirit of God prompts us to call our Father (4:6).  We get 
to know Him (4:8), are set free to follow Him wherever His road takes us (4:26).  Hence we walk by His 
Spirit (5:16) and come to know supernatural fruit in our lives (5:22).  Again and again, Paul was 
imprisoned writing powerful letters to the churches he had started or knew. (About half of the churches 
Paul started survived over 100 years.) They were passed around and parts were copied.  But a typical 
church had only a few, perhaps a gospel and parts of some of the apostles’ letters. 
            By AD 60, it is thought that the Christians numbered 60,000.   
 


