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Mission Opportunities 

Join us on one of our mission trips or visit with us about putting together 
a special trip for your congregation. 



Casa de Elizabeth 
 

For more than 25 years, Casa de Elizabeth, located south of Nogales, Sonora in the town of 
Imuris, has been a refuge for up to 112 Mexican children previously deprived of the warmth 
of a loving, caring family. Many are true orphans who have lost both their parents and have 
no other relatives. Others are victims of violence or sexual abuse, or who have been 
abandoned by their parents. Some have been saved from a life of hunger and abuse as street 
children, often surviving by stealing, dealing drugs or prostitution. Others have literally been 
rescued from garbage dumps and cardboard shelters. 
 

The care provided by Casa de Elizabeth has been an arduous struggle of sacrifice over time, 
yet one that gives the children an opportunity to experience real love, to change their life’s 
path, and to find healing for their deepest wounds. Here they become part of a family and a 
lifestyle that helps them accomplish what for them was previously only an unattainable 
dream. 
 

Manuel Vergara, the director of the orphanage is dedicated to the purpose of providing boys 
and girls a refuge from abandonment and abuse. Here they experience the love of God in this 
Christian setting where love and respect permeate every activity. 

Refugios de Dios para Ninos 
 

Refugios de Dios Para Ninos is a group home for abused children-especially sexually abused 
girls-in Nogales, Mexico (just across the border from Arizona). Ricardo Gallego, the director 
of Refugios has been able to achieve a safe "home like" environment for these children with 
professional counselors on staff to help them heal and get healthy. Ultimately his goal with 
all the children is to find Mexican families willing to adopt them. While we were visiting in 
May, 2012, he mentioned that two sisters were in the final stages of their adoption. The 
home is located in a residential area and definitely has a "homey" feel rather than an 
institutional feel. They can house around 15 children at a time and they currently have 12; 
10 girls and 2 boys. 

Kids’ Kingdom 
 

Kids’ Kingdom is also located in Imuris, Mexico on the other side of the town from Casa. It is 
a smaller facility serving around 25 children at a time. Pastor Arturo and his wife provide a 
loving home-like environment to disadvantaged children. Part of the orphanage’s mission 
centers around the community surrounding the orphanage and includes a drop-in day care 
and a noon feeding program for any children that want to come. In order to help fund the 
orphanage’s ministry, Kids’ Kingdom creates and sews together unique aprons which they 
sell for $10.00. Several congregations in Arizona have purchased hundreds of these aprons 
for various fund raising campaigns, providing much needed funding for the orphanage. Kids’ 
Kingdom is also able to help single mothers from the community by employing them to cut 
out and sew the aprons. This provides much needed income for those mothers to feed their 
families. Kids’ Kingdom is a faith based organization committed to raising children who know 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and who go on to become productive, caring, witnesses 
of Christ to the world around them. 





For our mission trips we utilize Allegiant Air, flying out of either Missoula, 
Great Falls, Billings, or Bozeman and flying into Phoenix/Mesa. We have 
been partnering with Ascension Lutheran Church in Tucson, AZ who loans 
us a 15 passenger van and trailer to use for our work in Mexico. We cur-
rently rent a portion of a storage unit in Tucson where we have various 
tools and supplies stored. 
 

While in Imuris, we stay in the guest house which is located on the 
grounds of Casa. The sleeping arrangements are dorm style, in bunk beds 
with air mattresses and sleeping bags. The guest house has cooking 
facilities and while on-site we cook our own meals using purified water for 
drinking and cooking. The bedrooms are air conditioned, so we do sleep in 
comfort. 
 

Typical activities include hosting a swim party for the children at a local 
private facility, taking the younger children out to dinner for pizza, cooking 
an “American” dinner for the children, distributing food baskets and 
Spanish Bibles to families in the community, and of course doing work 
projects around the orphanages. 
 

We begin and end our day with devotions and prayer. Since most trips in-
clude a Sunday, we have the opportunity to attend worship services with 
the children. Throughout the week we have numerous opportunities to wit-
ness and share God’s love with children who sometimes want 
nothing more than to sit in your lap and be held. 

Please feel to contact us about specific projects planned 

for each of the trips. We also welcome the opportunity to 
lead a guided trip for your congregation and can accom-

modate a variety of dates for your mission adventure. 
Security and safety issues are always a concern when 

traveling to another country. The state of Sonora, where 

we are currently concentrating our efforts, has for the 
most part not experienced some of the issues that other 

areas of Mexico have faced. 
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