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Consider The Ravens 

Far higher in the mountains than I should have been for hunting elk, on a cold blustery day, under spitting 
snow, and threatening clouds I watched a congress of ravens have fun.  Well, I am not sure ravens experience what 
we call fun, but it sure looked like it. They were soaring and swooping, turning cartwheels, and dodging one 
another.  In a spectacular aerial display, they folded their wings and tumbled, beak over tail through the sky.  It was 
a day I would have expected all self-respecting animals to hole up in a safe, dry place to wait for the coming storm 
to pass, but there they were, acting as if they had not a care in the world.   

I’m guessing that you haven’t spent much time thinking about ravens.  Yet, Jesus commands us to. 
“Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of 
how much more value are you than the birds!” Luke 12:24  How ought we to think about ravens?  Jesus mentions 
that ravens don’t sow, reap or harvest.  Are we supposed to stop farming?  No, those actions are not in themselves 
evil.  Rather, the context of this passage is found in the preceding verse, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on.” (V. 23) The anxiety, the fear that 
develops from trusting in worldly possession is immensely evil because it indicates we have found another god 
besides the true God.  We should consider the ravens because they live day to day in constant dependence upon 
God.  They are not anxious or fearful because God takes care of them.   

Considering the ravens might be of some timely benefit, but considering Jesus is of eternal benefit.  
“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our 
confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him…”  Hebrews 3:1–2  Jesus was not anxious or fearful.  He was 
faithful.  That means He trusted His Father, even when it looked like things were going awry, even when it appeared 
that He did not have enough.  Jesus’ faith in His Father enabled Him to endure the cross for the sake of your 
salvation.  

Jesus is not making light of our physical, worldly needs.  He says in Luke 12:30 that He knows those 
needs.  More important than these is our spiritual need of righteousness in the eyes of our Father.  That 
righteousness is yours through faith in Jesus.  You are forgiven for all those times when you have been worried, 
anxious, fretful, untrusting regarding your physical needs.  It is not your ability to consider the raven that saves you.  
It is the faithful work of Jesus that saves you.   

In Jesus, your Father is pleased to give you an unfailing treasure, His kingdom (12:32).  This gift 
means that you live like the ravens, day by day completely dependent on your Father to care for your needs.  You 
are not anxious because man cannot take Jesus from you.  You are not anxious because satan cannot take Jesus 
from you.  You are not anxious because nothing can take you away from Jesus.  

I later learned that what I witnessed of the ravens in the mountains was most likely a mating ritual, 
so maybe they had other things on their mind.  Nonetheless, Jesus commends their carefree confidence in God to 
you today.  Consider the ravens, because Jesus has given you a treasure that cannot fail.  You are His forever.  

Rev. Terry Forke 
Montana District President 
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District President’s Calendar-Review

April 28- May 1: LWML Convention: First Lutheran Church, Helena 

May 3:  Board of Directors’ Meeting: Montana District Office 

May 8:  Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

May 22:  Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

June 12:  Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

June 13-16:  

June 20- July 1: 

July 10:  

July 24:  

July 25:  

Aug 7:  

Aug 14:  

Aug 23-25:  

Aug 28:  

Sept 10-13:  

Sept 16-17:  

35th Montana District Convention: Trinity Lutheran School, Billings 

Montana District Family Camps: CANCELLED due to flooding 

Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Board of Directors’ Meeting: Montana District Office 

Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Church Dedication Service at 4pm 

Ambassadors of Reconciliation Training for MT & WY Circuit Visitors 

Official Visit: Shepherd of the Valley, Salmon, ID

COP meetings, St. Louis 

Montana State Lutheran’s For Life Conference, Trinity Lutheran School, Billings 

Baptism 

Nora Kathryn Winter, daughter to Pastor Kyle and Lisa, (The Church 

at Creston-Lutheran) entered the world on June 26th.  She joins her 

three brothers, and one sister.  Please lift the Winters in prayer as 

they continue to navigate the joys and challenges of adding a new 

little one to their lives.  Welcome Nora! 

Flooding in Montana 

On Monday, June 13, 2022, the Stillwater River and surrounding waterways overflowed their banks causing major 

flooding, damage and closures in the surrounding areas, particularly in Stillwater, Carbon, and Park Counties.  St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Bridger and St. John’s Lutheran Church, Belfry were not damaged, and their members were 

safe and suffered some basement flooding.  Thank you for your continued prayers and support as families and 

communities are still recovering from these devastating floods.  If you are interested in financially supporting relief 

efforts, see the link below for options. 

https://www.mtnonprofit.org/2022/06/16/a-few-ways-to-support-montana-flood-recovery-efforts/#:~:text=Here%

20are%20just%20a%20few,Carbon%20County%20Disaster%20Relief%20Fund 

https://www.mtnonprofit.org/2022/06/16/a-few-ways-to-support-montana-flood-recovery-efforts/#:~:text=Here%20are%20just%20a%20few,Carbon%20County%20Disaster%20Relief%20Fund
https://www.mtnonprofit.org/2022/06/16/a-few-ways-to-support-montana-flood-recovery-efforts/#:~:text=Here%20are%20just%20a%20few,Carbon%20County%20Disaster%20Relief%20Fund
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Ordinations and Installations 

Rev. John Baseley was ordained and installed to 

serve Trinity Lutheran Church (Sidney) and St. 

John’s Lutheran Church (Fairview) on Sunday, 

June 12, 2022. 

(L-R: Pastor Behm, Pastor Marshall, Pastor John 

Baseley, Pastor Schreibeis, Pastor Joel Baseley) 

Rev. Dane Breitung was ordained and 

installed to serve Zion Lutheran Church 

(Chinook) and St. Paul Lutheran Church 

(Havre) on Sunday, July 10, 2022. 

(L-R: Pastor Baseley, Pastor Tabbert, Pastor 

Breitung, Pastor Schultz) 

Mrs. Anna Reihmann will be commissioned and installed to teach at Trinity Lutheran School, 

Kalispell on Sunday, August 14.  Welcome Anna!  Blessings on your service at Trinity. 

Calls 
Pastor Winter, The Church at Creston-Lutheran, has received a Call to Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Cisco, Texas. 

Trinity Lutheran Classical School, Miles City, is in the Call process for a teacher. 
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Around the District 

On May 15 St John in Libby rejoiced that 
the Lord washed three children in 
sacrament of Holy Baptism: Griffin Cole and 
James and Greyson Snyder. In addition we 
thank the Lord for Walter Snyder 
reaffirming his faith and his wife Briana 
Snyder being confirmed in the faith. 

Trinity Lutheran Church at Sidney expressed their appreciation on February 20, 2022 with gift certificates 

to McDonalds. Counting those who were not present that Sunday, this represents more than 25% of the 

congregation.  

On May 22, 2022 Trinity Lutheran-Great Falls celebrated 7 young people graduating high school and 
college with a cake and coffee reception. The celebration was especially sweet as 5 of the 7 were the 
grandchildren of a long-time member of Trinity, Lidia Neumann (Logan, Cody & Emily Stene, Ericka 
Neumann-Taylor and Donald Hamm) 
The congregation also welcomed Taylyn Irene Voegel into the family of God at the waters of Holy Baptism. 

Pictured left to right, top row are, Logan Stene, Cody Stene (both graduated from college), Tyson Wheeler 

(high school); bottom row, Ericka Neumann-Taylor, Emily Stene (both graduated from college), Trey Mans 

(high school) and Pastor Jonathan Schultz. Not pictured: Donald Hamm (graduated from medical school). 
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Around the District 

On July 31 Breanne Andrew was accepted into 

Communicant Membership at Faith Lutheran in 

Boulder.  We pray Faith is a blessing to her as we know 

she will be to us.  Praise God for His rich blessings. 

Welcome Breanne!! 

On June 5, 2022 Trinity Lutheran-Great Falls celebrated growth in God’s kingdom with the 

reception of 11 families either by transfer or Adult Confirmation, with a potluck and welcome cake 

following Divine Services. 

Joining Trinity’s family are: Joseph and Maylynne Bickel (2022), Samuel and Alyssa Birkett (2022), 

Evan, Bree and Otto Brenner (2021), Tim and Lauralyn Fairbanks (2020), Larry and Jillian Homen 

(2021), Blair and Alix Johnson (2021), George and Myrtle Pence (2021), Dusty Ricker (2022), Pastor 

Jonathan, Amy, Joshua, Isaac, Samuel, Rachel and Hannah Schultz (2021), Emily Stene (2021), 

Matthew, Candace, Gunnar, Leif and Evie Tanksley (2022) 

Our Savior Lutheran Church in Glendive held VBS after 2-year delay due to Covid.  Casi Houck, 

Charity Schreibeis, Ryann Smelser and Alicia Brown directed the event held June 6, 7, & 8, with the 

help of many youth  & adult volunteers.  VBS was attended by 66 children; the theme was God's 

Wonder Lab.  Thank you to those volunteers also, we couldn't do this without you.
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett 
Serving in Ethiopia 

 Ethiopia Update-Closing Out the School Year 

As this school year comes to a close, I was reminded of one 

of the benefits of teaching here. We usually talk about the 

effects we have on the EECMY students, and the strong 

hope we have of helping them strengthen their church and 

Lutheran theology. This is the reason my call exists. But, 

there is another benefit, we might be able to call it a side 

effect, and that is the influence we are able to have on our 

non-EECMY students. A small minority of our students 

come to the MA program from other church bodies (mostly 

Baptist and charismatic churches). They are invariably challenged by our Lutheran beliefs, and 

often leave with a better understanding and appreciation for Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They 

take these teachings back with them.  

This year I had a student from a very traditional Pentecostal church. His church believes you are 

not a true Christian unless you “speak in tongues” which to them is the necessary proof that you 

have the Holy Spirit. Along with his church, he believed that when he joined our program. Our 

teaching made him rethink his position, and he ended up writing his Thesis Paper on a biblical 

evaluation of this claim, with the conclusion that it is wrong. He said he is going to present this 

paper to his church body and try to correct their error. He expects to be rejected and kicked out of 

his church but feels compelled to share the truth with them no matter what the consequences 

may be. I am impressed by his courage and conviction to speak the truth.  

He is still more charismatic in theology than not. I am under no illusions that he is now Lutheran. 

And he will have no trouble finding a less Pentecostal but still charismatic church body to join. But 

he has learned to better judge his beliefs based on the clear teachings of the Bible and I pray that 

he will continue to grow in the truth…he is much closer now than he was two years ago. He is 

more focused on God’s promises and the certainty of His Word, rather than what kind of “gifts” 

he can teach his people to manifest. He is focused on the Gospel. I thank our Lord for that.  

Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCMS to support the work of the Stinniet family. Make 

checks payable to: 

Include "Stinnett-Ethiopia" in the memo line. 

Gifts can also be given securely online through: the LCMS website at:  www.lcms.org/stinnett 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Mission Central 

40718 Highway E 16 

Mapleton, IA 51034 
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Excerpt from: The Preus Family Dominican Republic 

Spring 2022 Newsletter 

Mission work updates 

Romania: David has been setting up his home office here 

in Brasov and working with Pastor Sorin Trifa to find a 

permanent location for our church sanctuary. He is also 

assisting with pastoral duties and holding services at our 

church twice per week. Currently, we are renting worship 

space from a church and holding services in the afternoon 

in order to work around the other church's schedule. For 

our growing congregation of 25 and counting, securing a 

permanent and practical location for our Ukrainian 

refugees is a necessary next step. Our goal is to purchase a 

pension that would double as a place for housing families 

and a space for building a sanctuary and conference center for visitors. However, as we are still 

waiting for the right option, we are renting a house for the Ukrainians about 20 minutes from 

town, and worship continues at the rented facility here in town. 

Riga, Latvia: Less than a week after arriving in Romania, David traveled to Riga, Latvia to attend a 

class intensive for the Riga Luther Academy, where he will begin teaching this fall online from his 

office in Brasov. He was able to meet many of his colleagues with whom he will be working. 

Santiago, Dominican Republic: David traveled to the Dominican Republic, where he delivered a 

paper and a hymn study at the annual symposium at Concordia Seminary, the Reformer, in Palmar 

Arriba. This year's symposia were dedicated to celebrating the long-awaited publication of the 

new Spanish hymnal, "Himnario Luterano." He also attended the graduation of two of his former 

students and had the pleasure of addressing them during the ceremony. What a blessing the new 

hymnal will be to Spanish-speaking Lutherans around the world! Congratulations to Rafael Flores 

and Jeancarlos Ramirez for successfully completing their bachelor of divinity! 

At the end of May, upon returning to Romania, David and Pastor Trifa met with visitors from LCMS

-OIM (business administration division) to discuss needs and plans for securing a building for our

new mission plant. He will also begin preparing courses for the fall, as well as a series of

presentations on the topic of "Fear Not!" for the Corpus Christi youth conference, where he will

be the plenary speaker this July in Gothenburg, Sweden.

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or LCMS.  

Include "Preus-Dominican" in the memo line. 

Gifts can also be given securely online through: the LCMS website at:  

www.lcms.org/preus and also through: Mission Central at https://missioncentral.us/preus/ 
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Excerpt from: Serving the Lord in the Cayman Islands 

News from Gerald and Heidi Paul, Summer 2022 

Live music, Bible study, SS 

Since the musically talented Burns family moved to Grand Cayman in 

June, they’ve been leading us in the final song/hymn every Sunday.  

Gerald teaches a “peek into the catechism” and a bible study after the 

service and Heidi teaches Sunday School when kids are available. 

Castillo Fuerte, Lima, Peru 

We took advantage of the “slow days of summer” to celebrate our 

30th wedding anniversary in Peru. While there, we visited Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church, part of 

LCMS Missions in Latin America and the Caribbean. They do valuable work with especially the 

children of the community. Later some adults joined us for the evening worship service. 

Two more sets done! 

So far, Heidi has completed five of the eight planned sets. The three 

remaining banner sets are those for Reformation, Advent and 

Christmas. 

Soli Deo Gloria 

LCMS Cross? 

Would anybody like to make an LCMS cross for Safe Harbour to be 

hung outdoors? Please send Gerald an email. gerald.paul@lcms.org 

Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCMS to support the work of 

Gerald Paul. Make 

checks payable to:

On the memo line include Gerald Paul – Cayman Islands 

Give securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/gerald.paul 

Call a donor care representative: 800-930-4438 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Mission Central 

40718 Highway E 16 

Mapleton, IA 51034 

mailto:gerald.paul@lcms.org
lcms.org/givenow/gerald.paul
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35th Montana District Convention 

The 35th Montana District Convention was held at Trinity Lutheran School, Billings.  Although originally 

scheduled for June 13th-16th, the delegates diligently worked through the overtures, and official business 

concluded on the afternoon of the 15th.  The theme of the convention was “Your Word,” based on Psalm 

119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”   Throughout the convention, the 

delegates came together for over four hours to study the Formula of Concord: Epitome.  Each study 

session opened with a reading of one to two articles, followed by review of a study guide prepared by 

President Forke.   Special emphasis was placed on our confession proclaiming the truth of God’s Word 

alone. If the Word does not speak, we do not speak. We refuse to speculate; instead, we confidently 

stand on His Word, and are comfortable leaving the mysteries of God as mysteries. 

Results of the elections for our District’s officers and the Board of Directors are listed below. 

District President: Rev. Terry Forke, Billings 

First Vice-President:  Rev. Chris Tabbert, Eureka 

Second Vice-President:  Rev. Ryan Wendt, Billings 

Board of Directors  
Secretary: Rev. Charles Lehmann, Belgrade, Three Forks 

Pastor Member: Rev. Matt Nelson, Columbia Falls  

Commissioned Member: Principal Rick Thomas, Billings 

Lay Members 

Mr. Roy Arves, Great Falls 

Mr. Eric Corneliusen, Williston, ND 

Mr. Kendall Hartman, Billings  

Mr. Andrew Zoeller, Billings  

Circuit Visitors 
Central  Rev. Johnathan Schultz, Great Falls 

Divide  Rev. Daniel Merz, Livingston  

Eastern Rev. David Behm, Williston, ND  

Flathead  Rev. Steven Thomas, Libby  

Southern Rev. Christopher Brandt, Billings  

Western  Rev. Raymond Larson, Sr., Stevensville 

Convention Nominating Committee 
Pastor  Rev. Kyle Whaley, Polson 

Commissioned Principal Laura White, Kalispell 

Lay  Mr. Jerry Roseleip, Deer Lodge 

Thank you to Trinity Lutheran Church and School for your incredible support and help in hosting our 

convention.  Thank you to Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Church for hosting opening worship.  

Welcome to our new officers and members of the Board of Directors, and thank you to all who have 

served in the previous triennium!!   
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Psalm 11 

“What Can the Righteous Do?” 

 “The United States of America is falling apart.  Worse, it is falling to the progressive agenda.”  That is a 

fair summary of a recent quasi-political meeting I attended.  You have, no doubt heard similar sentiments 

expressed in your circle of acquaintances.  What are we supposed to do?   

 There is no dearth of proffered solutions.  Some say that electing the right President is the answer.  

Others think we need to take control of the supreme court membership.  Still others are not remiss to rig 

the federal and statehouse legislative districts.  Some believe it is time to leave the country and find a 

place that allows us to live as free men.   

 This conundrum is not without precedent in the history of political predicaments.  In fact, King David 

writes of such a time, although with a much more personal context, in Psalm 11.  “In the LORD I take 

refuge; how can you say to my soul, “Flee like a bird to your mountain, for behold, the wicked bend the 

bow; they have fitted their arrow to the string to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; if the 

foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (vs. 1-3) 

 Apparently, some of his counselors were afraid that the nation was falling apart to the degree that 

the King’s life was in danger.  What would happen to the faithful if that foundation of political life were 

destroyed?  “Flee,” they told David.  “Get out of here.  Find a safe place,” they advised.  

 Have you felt the urge to flee, to find a safe place, even if that only meant checking out of the whole 

political realm?  Who hasn’t?  It is a scary time for Christians.  Not only are we without cultural capital, 

but orthodox Christian doctrine is mocked and hated, individual believers are excoriated for faithful 

stands on any number of cultural issues.  What can the righteous do?  

 Please listen carefully to King David’s preferred solution in Psalm 11:4-7.  “The LORD is in his holy 

temple; the LORD’s throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. The LORD tests 

the righteous, but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. Let him rain coals on the 

wicked; fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. For the LORD is righteous; he 

loves righteous deeds; the upright shall behold his face.”  “In the Lord I take refuge,” says David, because 

the Lord knows what is going on.  He hates the wicked.  He loves the righteous.  He will take care of us.   

 This is not an invitation to check out.  It is the opposite.  Only when we believe, teach, and confess 

that God is in control can we act in accord with that confession.  Fear and faithlessness go hand in hand.  

Unbelief and violence are soulmates.  Taking things into our own hands will lead to taking them out of 

God’s hands.  What can the righteous do when the foundations are destroyed?  We trust God.  We speak 

His truth into the world.  We tell others about Jesus and pray for repentance and conversion.  We 

maintain the integrity to act in accordance with His Word and all things, and we trust Him to direct the 

course of this world.  Finally, we look forward to that day when we shall behold His face.   

Rev. Terry Forke 
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Lutherans for Life: Montana State LFL Conference 

Attention! Attention! Who here cares about LIFE? What is a “Birthing-Person” and what happened to 

the word “Mother”? What about the children? How should the elderly be cared for? Our American culture 

and Christian views have been spinning with recent decisions and rulings that may have you thinking and 

talking about LIFE and Motherhood. 

Please join your local Yellowstone Valley Lutherans for Life Chapter 331 for the long awaited,  

Montana State Lutherans for Life Conference to learn more about Motherhood and Life. This conference 

has been in the planning for two years and we are super excited to finally be hosting it. It has been set for 

Saturday, September 17th at Trinity Lutheran School in Billings, MT. We have an outstanding speaker, 

coming all the way from Nebraska to speak to YOU!  

Dr. Kim Marxhausen is a Lutheran educator with a doctorate in Educational Psychology. She has 

authored three books, and she writes the Parent Pages newsletter for LCMS School Ministry as well as a 

parenting and devotional blog. She will present three stages of “Motherhood and Life” based on her 

personal experience as a mother, educator, and a caregiver for two loved ones with dementia that 

provided the inspiration for her book, Weary Joy.  

The conference will have three sessions with a specific focus on “Motherhood and Birth”, 

“Motherhood and Raising Children”, and “Motherhood and Elderly Care”.  All the sessions will have small, 

breakout discussion groups afterwards. Come to ask your questions and get your answers! 

Here is a sneak peek of our itinerary: 
Friday, September 16th at 6:00pm Social for Lutherans for Life Montana Chapters at  Christ the King 
Lutheran Church 

Saturday, September 17th   at Trinity Lutheran School Gymnasium 

8:30 am  Doors Open – Refreshments  

9:00 am  Welcome and opening devotion 

9:30 am  Session 1 Motherhood and Birth 

10:30 am  Break  

10:45 am  Session 2 Motherhood and Raising Children 

11:45 am  Lunch 

12:30 am  Bible study – “What does the Bible say about Motherhood” with District Circuit 

President Rev. Forke 

1:30 pm  Session 3 Motherhood and Elderly Care 

2:30 pm  Yellowstone Valley Lutherans for Life Presentation 

3:00 pm Closing devotion 

 Men. Don’t be discouraged. This conference is also for you too! You are definitely part of this 

discussion about the important subject of LIFE and Motherhood. All are welcome to enjoy this FREE 

conference brought to you by Yellowstone Valley Lutherans for Life. Learn what we do and what we want 

to do in the future to support LIFE in all stages, from the womb to the bedside.  

 Keep an eye out for brochures and flyers at your local church. If you are interested in helping with the 

conference or need assistance with childcare or accommodations during the conference, please contact 

Crystal Zoeller at YVLFL331@gmail.com. 

mailto:YVLFL331@gmail.com
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Board of Directors 

May 3, 2022 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Tuesday, May 3rd at our new office at 
Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Church and via Zoom for the quarterly board meeting.  The 

first quarter financial statements were reviewed and no concerns were noted.  Constitutions for 

First, Bozeman and Mount Olive, Billings were approved. President Forke officiated the 

dedication of new office, using the rite in the LSB.  Electoral circuit arrangements for the 2023 

Synodical convention were approved.  The BOD agreed to work with Emmaus Lutheran Mission 

regarding ceasing work in Big Timber, and agreed to postpone the sale of the old office building 

in case it was needed for Christ the King’s vicar.  

During the past quarter, President Forke reported that Pastor Krumdieck was installed at St. John 

Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge, Pastor Dane Breitung is to be ordained and installed at St. Paul, 

Havre, and Zion, Chinook, Pastor John Baseley is to be ordained and installed at St. John, 

Fairview, and Trinity, Sidney, that Pastor Mark Nicolaus (emeritus) and Pastor Kent Stenzel 

(emeritus) were called to glory, Pastor Kevin Bueltman retired, and Pastor Marcus Williams 

accepted a call to Idaho. 

The 35th Montana District Convention will be held June 13-16 at Trinity Lutheran School, Billings. 

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held on July 25th at the District office in Billings.    

July 25, 2022 

The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, July 25th at the District office for 

the quarterly board meeting.  The second quarter financial statements were reviewed, and no 

concerns were noted.  The LCEF report showed a loan provided to Christ the King, and meetings 

with Trinity, Kalispell, Zion, Chinook, and Mt. Olive, Billings.  It was recommended to LCEF that 

they provide resources to church workers for financial planning and student loan debt relief.  

Mangis Accounting presented the final results of their audit.  No discrepancies were found.  

Church Worker Scholarships were distributed to William Harr and Travis Hartman, and School 

Fund Grants were also reviewed and distributed.  The District Compensation Guidelines were 

approved for 2023, and will be distributed to congregations.  The District will administer the sale 

of Emmaus Lutheran Mission (Big Timber), on their behalf, with net proceeds being remitted to 

the District.  Susan Loomans was appointed to continue her position as District Treasurer, and the 

ordained members of the BOD were appointed to act as the Constitution Committee. 

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held on October 10th  at the District office in Billings. 
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Mrs. Sylvia Ruth Hafner was called to glory on July 27, 2022.  Born in June 1928, 

Sylvia was raised in Park City, MT.  After serving as secretary for various companies, 

she served 19 years as District Secretary and Office Manager for the Montana 

District—LCMS (1978-1997).  She was a devoted wife and mother, and an active 

member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, MT, where she sang in the choir and 

served in the LWML.  Sylvia is preceded in death by her daughter, Julie, grandson 

Bart, and husband, Paul.  Her funeral was held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings 

on August 2, 2022. 

Sylvia’s full obituary can be found at: https://www.cfgbillings.com/obituaries/Sylvia

-Hafner?obId=25480475

Rev. Kent Stenzel, emeritus, was called to glory on March 29, 2022.  Pastor Stenzel served congregations in 

Idaho, Nebraska, Indiana, Missouri and Montana, including Trinity (Sidney), St. John (Fairview), and Trinity 

(Great Falls).  He retired in Hamilton, MT, in 2010.  He remained active, supporting his community and 

serving local congregations.  Pastor Stenzel is survived by his twin sister Kathy of New York, Wife Barbara 

of Hamilton, and three children Kara (husband Billy) of Corvallis, MT., Roger (wife Marta) of Idaho, and 

James (wife Kristi) of Idaho and nine grandchildren.   His funeral was held at Grace Lutheran Church on 

April 22, 2022. 

Pastor Stenzel’s full obituary can be found at: https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/ravallirepublic/

name/kent-stenzel-obituary?id=34305319 

Called to Glory 

Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus, emeritus, was called to glory on April 27/28, 2022.  Pastor 

Nicolaus served congregations in Wisconsin, Nebraska, and Montana, including 

Peace (Great Falls), Peace (Ronan), Shepherd of the Valley (Thompson Falls), 

Trinity (Sidney), St. John (Fairview), and Concordia (Williston, ND).  He was 

serving as vacancy pastor of Trinity (Sidney) at the time of his passing.  Though he 

was granted emeritus status in 2012, Pastor Nicolaus remained very active 

through serving vacancies.  He also authored many books, including devotions 

and children’s stories.   Pastor Nicolaus was preceded in death by his parents 

Gordon and Ruth Nicolaus, his spouse Jane Nicolaus 

(Finke), and his brother Duane (Nick) Nicolaus. 

He is survived by his children; Leah Snyder (Jeff) of Belgrade, MT, Micah Nicolaus 

(Kim) of Cleveland, TN, and Sarah Petrik (Mike) of Sidney, MT. Six grandchildren; Nathan Rokes, Miranda 

Mushrush (Haden), Skylar Petrik (Elli), Ethan Petrik, Andrew Nicolaus, and Thomas Nicolaus, and 2 great-

grandchildren Mia Mushrush and Harper Petrik.  His memorial service was held at St. John’s Evangelical 

Church (Edgar, WI) on May 17, 2022. 

Pastor Nicolaus’ full obituary can be found at: https://www.sidneyherald.com/obituaries/mark-joel-

nicolaus-78/article_06ef5dd0-d0ae-11ec-aff9-938b6aa2fc1e.html 

https://www.cfgbillings.com/obituaries/Sylvia-Hafner?obId=25480475
https://www.cfgbillings.com/obituaries/Sylvia-Hafner?obId=25480475
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/ravallirepublic/name/kent-stenzel-obituary?id=34305319
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/ravallirepublic/name/kent-stenzel-obituary?id=34305319
https://www.sidneyherald.com/obituaries/mark-joel-nicolaus-78/article_06ef5dd0-d0ae-11ec-aff9-938b6aa2fc1e.html
https://www.sidneyherald.com/obituaries/mark-joel-nicolaus-78/article_06ef5dd0-d0ae-11ec-aff9-938b6aa2fc1e.html
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Montana District Schools 

Please continue to pray for our LCMS schools in the Montana District, as staff, students and parents 

prepare to return to the classroom.  

Southern Circuit 

• Mount Olive Lutheran School Classical Academy (PreK-8), Billings
https://mountoliveschool.org/

• Trinity Lutheran School (PreK-8), Billings
https://www.trinitybillings.org/

• St. Paul Lutheran Preschool, Park City

Western Circuit 

• Grace Lutheran Learning Center, Hamilton
http://www.gracelutheranhamilton.com/learning-center.html

• First Lutheran Classical School (PreK-9), Missoula
https://www.flcschool.org/

• Messiah Lutheran Preschool, Missoula

• Our Savior Lutheran Preschool, Stevensville

Eastern Circuit 

• Our Savior Promises Preschool, Glendive

• Trinity Lutheran Classical School (PS-8), Miles City
https://trinitylutheranchurch.360unite.com/trinity-lutheran-classical-school

Central Circuit 

• Wee Disciples Lutheran School and Childcare Center, Great Falls
https://trinity-mt.org/wee-disciples

Divide Circuit 

• First Lutheran School (PreK-6), Helena
https://firstlutheranhelena.org/our-school/

• Grace Lutheran Preschool, Three Forks
http://www.gracethreeforks.org/preschool.html

Flathead Circuit 

• King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia Falls
https://ourredeemerlc.org/kingskids/

• Trinity Lutheran School (PreK-8), Kalispell
https://www.trinityed.org/

• Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool, Polson

• Little Lambs Preschool, Ronan

• Shepherd of the Valley Preschool, Salmon, ID

https://mountoliveschool.org/
https://www.trinitybillings.org/
http://www.gracelutheranhamilton.com/learning-center.html
https://www.flcschool.org/
https://trinitylutheranchurch.360unite.com/trinity-lutheran-classical-school
https://trinity-mt.org/wee-disciples
https://firstlutheranhelena.org/our-school/
http://www.gracethreeforks.org/preschool.html
https://ourredeemerlc.org/kingskids/
https://www.trinityed.org/
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