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 “No one can tell me what I can do on my own property…or with my own body…or in my own house.”  We don’t 
think much of authority these days.  We have made a fine art of the practice of rebellion.  We publicly mock those 
who are in authority: President, congress, law enforcement, teachers, parents.  We severely castigate as “blind” 
those who chose to follow authority as if they lack backbone.  Our current crop of American heroes reflects this 
preferred streak of mutiny.  From James Bond, to Tony Stark, to Wolverine, to Jack Reacher we lionize the fiercely 
independent, who buck the authority and accomplish things their own way.   

 It hasn’t always been this way.  Other cultures have placed great value on obedience to authority.  In fact, 
heroes of traditional literature most often became such as a result of their submission to authority, even in the face 
of great loss.  You may think of Aeneas, or the Knights of the Round table, or Aragorn and the armies of Gondor, or 
perhaps of Jesus.  

 Perhaps our inclination to laud those who ignore authority is one reason the season of Lent doesn’t make any 
sense to us. Why does our Hero keep heading toward Jerusalem when He knows it will cost Him His life?   There is 
an intriguing dialogue in Matthew 8 illustrating the authority of and over Jesus. The centurion pleading for the life 
of his servant tells Jesus not to come to his home, but to simply speak the word of healing, “For I am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me.”  (8:9)  Because this man receives and gives orders, he understands that Jesus 
has the authority to heal from afar.  Does he also understand that Jesus is a man under authority?  

 Jesus says, “but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the 
Father.” (John 14:31)  Jesus obeyed His Father’s will.  He submitted to His Father’s authority.  At the last moment, 
when it was about to cost Him His all Jesus says, “Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”  (Luke 22:42)  
Jesus submitted to the Father’s plan for our salvation even to the point of His own death.  Of course, that plan 
included not only the culmination in His death and resurrection, but also the every day life of faith which He lived 
without sin, in obedience to the Word.  

 In this sense the season of Lent is about authority.  We also are called to obedience to His Word, and where we 
have failed we are commanded to repentance.  Obedience and repentance are every bit as abhorrent to modern 
Americans as is authority.  “No one can judge me!”  Regardless of such rebellion, or better, because of it, we are 
judged.  We have fallen short.  We are lost.  Which leads me to say again that Lent is about authority.  If it were 
about our ability and willingness to submit to authority we would be lost forever.   

 Lent is about the willingness of Jesus to submit to the authority of His Father in our place.  We follow the forty 
gory days of His earthly life, ever downward to His death.  It appears as if submission ends in what we always 
thought it would, defeat and humiliation.  Then, at the last minute, on the third day we see the gory turned to 
glory, and the result of Jesus’ submission is our salvation.  

Rev. Terry Forke 

Montana District President 

“A Man Under Authority”  
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District President’s Calendar 

Feb 13: Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Feb 21-25: Council of Presidents’ Meeting, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Feb 27: Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Mar 2: Ash Wednesday 

Mar 6: Official Visit: Crow Agency 

Mar 10: Funeral for Marge Pullmann, Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, at 11 am 

Mar 13: Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Mar 15-18: COP Regional Meetings: Seward, NE 

Mar 20: Official Visit: Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hardin 

Mar 27: Trinity, Harlowton & St. Paul, Roundup 

Apr 10: Palm Sunday 

Apr 15: Good Friday 

Apr 17: Easter 

Apr 23-28: COP in St. Louis, MO 

Around the District 

Mrs. Marjorie Pullmann, wife of former district president, Rev. Albert Pullmann, and mother of Rev. Arlo Pullmann 

of St. John Lutheran Church, Laurel, MT, was called to glory on March 3, 2022.  Her funeral was held at Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Billings, on Thursday, March 10 at 11am.  Please keep the Pullmann family in your prayers. 

Pastor Garen Pay, Hope Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, has returned the Call to Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney and 

St. John, Fairview.  The congregations have requested a seminary graduate.  Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to 

serve the vacancy at Trinity, and Rev. David Behm, the vacancy for St. John. 

Pastor Tim Brisbois (candidate) of Nebraska, has returned the Call to St. John Lutheran Church, Deer Lodge.  St. John 

has now Called Rev. Gary Krumdieck of St. Johns Lutheran Church, Sutherlin, OR.  Pastor James Pierce continues to 

serve as the vacancy pastor. 

Mrs. Susan Eberhard has returned the Call to serve as principal at Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School in Ossian, 

IN.  She continues to serve at First Lutheran Classical School in Missoula, MT. 

Rev. Marcus Williams, Zion Lutheran Church, Chinook and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Havre, has accepted the Call to 

Blessed Sacrament Lutheran Church, Hayden, ID.  His final Sunday will be April 24, 2022.  Please keep the Williams 

family and these congregations in your prayers.  Thank you for your faithful service to our District! 

It is a joy to report that Our Savior Lutheran Church, Denton did not suffer any loses during last December’s fire in 

Denton, MT.  One member, however, did suffer minor damages. 
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The Preus Family in Romania 

Rev. Dr. David Preus and his family are now serving in Romania.  Rev. Dr. Preus is now 

a professor with the Livonia Lutheran Project, helping train the future pastors of the 

Eurasia region.  Eventually, he and his family hope to transition to serving in Spain. 

Please continue to keep the Preus’ in your prayers. 

For more information, or to financially support the Preus family, please visit: https://

www.lcms.org/preus 

Called to Glory 
Marjorie Lee Pullmann was born on July 30, 1930 in Havre, Montana, and died of thyroid 

cancer on March 3, 2022 at her home in Billings. 

She married Albert George Frederick Pullmann, a pastor of the Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod, and President of the Montana District from 1984-1989.  To this union 

were born four children, including Shirlee (Joel) Landskroener of Mayer, MN, Paul 

(Karen) Pullmann of Las Vegas, NV, Arleen (Lee) Shaw of Stewartville, MN, Arlo 

(Nanette) Pullmann of Laurel, MT.   

The Pullmanns lovingly served Montana congregations in Eureka, Missoula, Seeley Lake, 

Condon, Billings, and Lewistown.  Marge was very active in her congregations, serving in the Lutheran Women's 

Missionary League, acting as treasurer for Lutherans For Life of Montana, and singing in the church choir. 

Her funeral was at Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, on Thursday, March 10th at 11am, and was live-streamed from 

trinitybillings.org  

To read Marge’s obituary, please visit: https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/marjorie-pullmann-obituary?

id=33546611 

Grants and Scholarships 

Information and the applications for the School Fund Grant and the Montana District Church Worker Scholarship are 
now available online at: https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer/congregational-resources  

The deadline for the School Fund Grant is May 30, 2002, and the Montana District Church Worker Scholarship, June 
30, 2022. 

27 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 

I give them 

eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  

John 10: 27-29 

https://www.lcms.org/preus
https://www.lcms.org/preus
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/marjorie-pullmann-obituary?id=33546611
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/marjorie-pullmann-obituary?id=33546611
https://mtdistlcms.org/treasurer/congregational-resources
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CHRIST the KING’S BUILDING PROJECT 

While Luther was lecturing on the Psalms (1519-1521), he spoke and 

taught these Latin words, “Crux sola est nostra theologia” , which 

translated means, “The Cross alone is our theology.” Paul said 

something similar when he wrote to the Corinthian congregation, 

“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2) Jesus Christ crucified is the source of our 

life and salvation. We deserve nothing but death and hell, but by His 

death He atoned for the sins of the whole world. Those who believe 

and trust in Him receive the benefit of what He has done for us in His 

Word preached and His sacraments administered.  

On February 16th the cross (made of Montana wood) and the corpus 

(body; from Italy) were set up in the chancel. It was a wonderful 

thing to witness as four construction workers reverently erected the 

huge cross and fastened it in its mounts. They were even more 

somber and serious as the life-size corpus was unboxed and 

prepared and then lifted up onto the “tree.” They all wanted to be 

part of the event (as did I), and it took five of us to get everything in 

place and secure. This was dramatically different than installing one 

of the light fixtures or even than setting one of the huge windows. 

No loud voices, no radio blaring, a kind of quiet reverence and 

serious sense of duty and weight. Everyone else working in the space 

stopped what they were working on and watched as well. When we 

were finished I asked them to pause for a few moments and consider 

what God has done for all of us by sending His Son who was hanged 

on a tree. Then we prayed. I won’t soon forget the moment, I don’t 

believe they will either.   

In fact, I haven’t experienced anything like it. From the weight of the 

body (literally) to considering what the very event was like two 

thousand years ago, to thinking about how a few men and women of 

His disciples would take the life-less body of God from the cross and place Him into a tomb. I thought 

about these men building our sacred space, and the respect they have had for me and for our team, and 

how thankful they are for the work and to be part of this project. I considered this district and the faithful 

congregations and our Lord’s many blessings. Also the family of Christ the King and how excited we are 

to receive our Lord’s gifts from this altar and under this cross. Jesus Christ crucified has been preached in 

this location on the south side of Billings for more than 50 years (since 1966), and the good Lord willing 

and providing, Jesus Christ crucified and raised from the dead will be preached and taught here for many 

more years. 
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CHRIST the KING’S BUILDING PROJECT 

When things are going well we preach Christ and Him crucified. While the devil attacks and the whole 

world seems to be falling apart, we preach Christ and Him crucified. “The cross alone is our theology.”  

Since February 16th the large granite altar and pulpit and font were all set in place and the laying of the 

tile floor began. The work on the facility itself is scheduled to be completed before the end of March 

and our first Divine Service in the new space will be Palm Sunday when we will process from the old 

building to the new with palms and singing. Gathered at the front doors the new space will be 

dedicated with prayers and supplications to the glory of God and for the preaching of Jesus Christ 

crucified and raised from the dead to save sinners. Then we will move inside and gather as a family 

around the Baptismal Font for confession and absolution and then with much rejoicing, into the Nave 

for the first of many Holy Week and Easter Divine Services that will take place during that week.  

The deconstruction of the old facility and the remaining outside work around the building will begin 

again in earnest on Easter Monday. As it is not entirely appropriate to have a feast and celebration 

during Lent and especially at the start of Holy Week, we will wait for the full dedication service until 

after the parking lots and the landscaping are completed – sometime in May (weather dependent). At 

that time we will invite the community around the congregation and any who would like to come from 

our sister congregations in the Montana District for the Service and the meal. We intend that to be a 

day of rejoicing and festivities.  

The members of Christ the King would like to thank you all for the many comments and visitors and 

for your excitement and your prayers. If you are traveling through Billings after Easter please feel free 

to stop for a visit! If you would, please also remember and rejoice with us in your prayers on Palm 

Sunday.  

Consider one more passage from God’s Holy Word as you reflect on all these things, “Therefore, since 

we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 

clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

God’s continued rich blessing and strength and peace to you today and always in our crucified Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Ryan Wendt 
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Intercessory prayer for peace 
https://www.lcms.org/ukraine 

Liturgist: In peace let us pray through our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

Lector: For peace in Eastern Europe /that the Lord may bring an end to the war and restore peace and 
freedom to the people of Ukraine / let us pray: 

Congregation: Lord have mercy. 

Lector: For the children and young people / that the Lord may preserve them in body and soul from 
suffering and injury /let us pray: 

Congregation: Lord have mercy. 

Lector: For the brothers and sisters in the churches of Ukraine and Russia / that God may keep their hearts 
from hating one another / that He may show them ways to serve peace, proclaim the Word of God, and 
celebrate the sacraments / let us pray: 

Congregation: Lord have mercy. 

Lector: For all who have political responsibility / that the Lord may direct their hearts to peace / that He 
may help them to serve truth and justice / that He may guard the hearts and minds of people from error 
and falsehood / let us pray: 

Congregation: Lord have mercy. 

Lector: For peace and harmony in our country / that the Lord may prevent the polarization of society into 
opposing interest groups / that He may give and keep peace in workplaces, universities, and schools / that 
He may give new strength to teachers and keep their love / let us pray: 

Congregation Lord have mercy. 

Lector: For peace in our homes and families / that the Lord may help spouses who have a hard time with 
each other / that He may give good understanding between generations / so that children may grow up in 
peace, and for unborn children / let us pray: 

Congregation: Lord have mercy. 

Lector: For an end to the worldwide pandemic / that the Lord may preserve people from sickness / that He 
may give new strength to nurses and doctors / for all who are sick, and whose names we mention here in 
silence… / let us pray: 

Congregation: Lord have mercy. 

Lector: For our church and congregation / that the Lord may keep us in His truth / that He may raise up 
young people willing to enter His service / for Lutheran Seminaries worldwide / that the Lord may establish 
teachers and learners in His Word / let us pray: 

Congregation: Lord have mercy. 

Liturgist: Merciful God, keep us in Your peace, and grant peace to all people for whom we have prayed, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

As the war in Ukraine enters its 3rd week, please prayer for the people and leadership of 
Ukraine and Russia, the pastors who are remaining to serve their people, and for the 
surround countries, as they deliberate how to respond, and for those who are taking in 
refugees.  Lord have mercy. 

https://www.lcms.org/ukraine
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Installation of officers at Zion Lutheran Church in Chinook on February 20, 2022 

Back: Pastor Marcus Williams, Sandy Miller (Financial Secretary), Vickie Wilkins (Secretary), 
Sharmon Moxley (Treasurer), John Miller (Head Usher), Dan Moxley (Trustee) 

Front: Dave Wilson (Elder), Harold Miller (Vice President), Russ Alish (President), Lee Miller (Elder), 
Don Wilkins (Elder) 

Not Pictured: Justin Eliott (Trustee), Ken Martin (trustee) 

Thank you and may the Lord grant you joy, as you serve the member of Zion! 

Church Elections 

Newly elected Faith Lutheran Congregational Officers in Boulder, MT 

1st row: Scott Miller-Trustee, Letty Miller-Treasurer, Jen Hollatz-Finance Chair, Greg Hollatz-
Elder 

2nd row: Sarah and Scott Bunton-Secretary, Ken Stringer-Elder, Keith Fletcher-President 

Congratulations to  Faith Lutheran Officers and we pray the Lord leads you in your service of 
Him and His Church. Thanks for serving! 
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Excerpt from: Serving the Lord in the Cayman Islands 

News from Gerald and Heidi Paul, March 2022 

Parsonage porch dedicated  

At the beginning of the Ash Wednesday 

Service, Pastor Paul dedicated the 

parsonage’s porch for use as a sacred 

space as it was the first time it was used 

as such. Subsequent Lent and other 

services not held on a Sunday morning, 

will be held here as the room at the 

Chamber of Commerce is only rented and 

available to us on a Sunday morning.  

Standing Invitation  

A sandwich board on the sidewalk opposite Governor Beach 

on the popular 7-Mile Beach invites people to church every 

Sunday morning. This is a prime location for a “standing 

invitation”!  

Heidi completes the first banners!  

In thanksgiving to God, the first banners, completed in time for the first Sunday in Lent, were dedicated 

during the service. A big shout out to Cathy and her fancy machine for cutting out the letters, crown, and 

nails. Appliqué work takes a lot of time, so the midterm break from school came at a very opportune 

time! 

Everyone in the Montana District, 

We have received the wonderful news of your generous donation to the mission work here in the 

Cayman Islands! Your support and prayers are very encouraging to us and we are strengthened to 

continue to bring Christ to the nations here on these islands! Thank you so much! 

Wishing you a blessed Lent! 

Gerald and Heidi Paul 
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2022 Kaleidoscope Fund 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is always looking for opportunities to support the Church in fulfilling its 
mission of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is why in 2016, we established the Kaleidoscope Fund. 

In the last six years, over $3 million in grants have been given to 57 Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
ministries. 

We are excited to announce that this year we will be doing another grant cycle: 

• Eligibility is limited to LCMS K-8 elementary schools. Schools that are Recognized Service Organizations (RSOs) 
are not eligible.* 

• Funds will be granted in amounts between $10,000 to $40,000. 

This year, we’re inviting Lutheran schools to dream about programs and projects that improve and expand the 
reach of their school through four categories:  
• Faculty wellness  
• Curriculum development  
• Technology  
• Student engagement/outreach 

The 2022 grant process opens on January 15, 2022 and closes on June 1, 2022.  

Visit lcef.org/kaleidoscope for full details.  

*Note: LCEF Articles of Incorporation and Synod Bylaws prohibit LCEF from distributing net operating results to Auxiliaries, 
RSOs, seminaries, colleges or universities of the Synod.  

For You 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-2 

Higher Things Conferences 2022 
 

LCMS Higher Things Conference will be held in Scranton, PA (July 5-8), Bozeman, MT (July 19-

22), and Valparaiso, IN (July 26-29).  Registration is now open online at: https://

leader.higherthings.org/events/registration/ 

During the conference, the focus will be on the truth that Christ’s life, death, and resurrection 

were accomplished for a reason, For You. 

Brothers, I am making known to you the Gospel that I preached to you, 
that you received, in which you stand, and through which you are 
saved. 

1 Corinthians 15-1-2 

https://leader.higherthings.org/events/registration/
https://leader.higherthings.org/events/registration/
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The LCMS National Youth Gathering will be held in  Houston, TX, on July 9-13, 2022. 

Over four days, youth from around the country will explore the theme, “In All Things,” by considering: 

1. Christ is the Creator of all things and became a creature Himself, entering into His own creation. 

2. Christ reconciles all things to himself through his death and resurrection. 

3. Christ (risen, ascended, complete, sovereign) reigns over all authorities inside and outside the 
church. 

4. Christ transforms the lives of all his people into his image.  (The Lord and Master of all became the 
servant of all to show us how he would have us live (by the Spirit’s enlivening power) in service to 
him and others)  

5. Christ promises to return to restore all things and make his reign explicit for all to see. 

Please pray for our youth, the leaders who will travel them, and the leadership of this conference, as 
their prepare to study, worship and serve together this summer. 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  

Colossians 1:15-20 (ESV) 

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his 

covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his 

commandments.  

Deuteronomy 7:9 (ESV) 
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