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As We Gather
When someone calls you on your phone, do you always answer? In our present
day with caller identification, many are apt to let the call go to voicemail to wait
and see what the message is and who it’s from and at times wait to respond
depending on the level of importance. How about when God calls? Especially, if
that call is one to repentance? Do you answer? We hear in today’s Readings of
the response of some. Jonah was a reluctant follower. He went to Nineveh
begrudgingly, but through him God would issue a call for the Ninevites to
repentance. Jesus would call Simon, Andrew, James, and John to follow Him,
and promised that through them, God would issue a call of repentance to many.
In Baptism, God has called us to follow Him in a life of faith and repentance,
and He promises that through us, others will also be called to that same
repentance and new life.

Prelude
Welcome
Opening Hymn LSB 839

Tune and text: Public domain

O Christ, Our True and Only Light

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences

Psalm 113:1–3

P
C

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!

P
C

Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be
praised!

Confession and Absolution
P
C

Mark 1:15; Psalm 113:1–3

Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own, and we are to
pray, praise, and give thanks to You.
Yet we often do not live as You have called us to live as Your own.
We do not always honor Your name nor Your calling with our praise.

P

We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that
lead us away, turning back to You as we follow in faith.
Silence for reflection

P
C

Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord,
we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as
we have not followed You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved
others as ourselves, and our thoughts, words, and deeds have not
been pleasing to You. We have not always welcomed Your call for us
to follow You and You alone.

P

C

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe
in the Gospel. Hear and rejoice in the Good News. Jesus Christ died for
you, and for His sake, God has compassion. As a called and ordained
servant of the Word, and in His stead, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Thanks be to God!

P
C

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!

P
C

Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be
praised!

Introit
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the LORD is to be praised!
P Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
C praise the name of the LORD!

P Blessèd be the name of the LORD
C from this time forth and forevermore!
P The LORD is high above all nations,
C and his glory above the heavens!
P He raises the poor from the dust
C and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
P to make them sit with princes,
C with the princes of his people.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the LORD is to be praised!

GraceNotes

We Sing Your Glory

Epistle

1 Corinthians 7:29–35

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From
now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who
mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though
they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, and
those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the
things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious
about worldly things, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And
the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how
to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly
things, how to please her husband. I say this for your own benefit, not to lay
any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided
devotion to the Lord.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
P
C

Mark 1:14–20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent and believe in the gospel.”

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother
of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” And
immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on a little farther,
he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat
mending the nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sermon
Sermon Hymn LSB 583

Rev. David Johnson
God Has Spoken by His Prophets

(Continued on next page)

Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003610
Tune: Public domain

Reading: Jonah 1:1–3
Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up
before me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.
He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare
and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the
LORD.

Reading: Jonah 1:7–10
And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on
whose account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on
Jonah. Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil has come
upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your
country? And of what people are you?” And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew,
and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”
Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you
have done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the
LORD, because he had told them.

Hymn LSB 579 vs 1-2

Text and tune: Public domain

The Law of God Is Good and Wise

Reading: Jonah 1:13–17
Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they could not,
for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. Therefore they
called out to the LORD, “O LORD, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not
on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, have done as it pleased you.” So they
picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its
raging. Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice
to the LORD and made vows.
And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in
the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Hymn LSB 579 vs 3-4

The Law of God Is Good and Wise

Text and tune: Public domain

Jonah Chapter Two - Jonah's Prayer

GraceNotes

Water Music

Reading: Jonah 2:10—3:4
And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.”
So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”

Hymn LSB 584

Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003610

Reading: Jonah 3:5–10
And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.
The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne,
removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he
issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the
king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything.
Let them not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil
way and from the violence that is in his hands. Who knows? God may turn and
relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do
it.

Prayer
P

C

Almighty and everlasting God, You desire not the death of a sinner but that
all would repent and live. Hear our prayers for those outside the Church.
Take away their iniquity, and turn them from their false gods to You, the
living and true God. Gather them into Your holy Church to the glory of Your
name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Reading: Jonah 4:1–4
But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. And he prayed to the
LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country?
That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious
God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting
from disaster. Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is
better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be
angry?”

Prayer
P

C

Almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed Lord, You
commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to those who hate us, and
to pray for those who persecute us. Therefore, we earnestly implore You
that by Your gracious working our enemies may be led to true repentance,
may have the same love toward us as we have toward them, and may be
of one accord and of one mind and heart with us and with Your whole
Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Reading: Jonah 4:5–6
Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would
become of the city. Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up
over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant.

Reading: Jonah 4:11
And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than
120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also
much cattle?”

Prayer of the Church
(following each petition)
P
C

Lord, in Your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

Psalm 113:2–3

P
C

Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be
praised!

P

As the Lord sent His life-renewing Word through Jonah and the prophets,
be assured of His forgiveness and love. As the Lord called and sent His
apostles to be fishers of men, hear His voice and follow Him. As we have
received God’s grace this day for the sake of Christ our Lord, heed His call
to repentance, rejoice in His forgiving grace, and give Him thanks and
praise.
Amen.

C
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn LSB 409

Hail, O Source of Every Blessing

Tune and text: Public domain
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