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Serving Christ by proclaiming Christ 
crucified in the 

Minnesota North District of the LCMS 

 
 

Notes from the Pastor’s Desk 
 

 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. ESV Galatians 5:22a  

 

How’s it going getting in the spirit of the Holidays? For me it seems like this 

time of the year has gotten here a lot faster than previous years. However, 

with the snow falling and covering the countryside, it is unmistakably time 

to start dusting off the Christmas lights.  The problem comes when the smell 

of Thanksgiving Dinner in your home brings tears instead of happiness. The 

fretful truth is that often the glow of the twinkling neighborhood lights illuminates what has 

passed us by or what we have lost over the years. We may go through the motions, putting on that 

ugly Christmas sweater for the competition at work, but only to cover up the brokenness of our 

hearts. Our holiday spirit is often one of mourning covered by a façade of Hallmark bliss. 

Our homes, workplaces, and social circles are not the only places we place the burden on 

ourselves of keeping a composed appearance. At church we see those who have walked beside us 

in some of life’s deepest pains, and to not burden them or tarnish their celebration we conceal our 

true self. We take a deep breath and try to muster the strength to pretend we’re just as happy as 

those around us.  We rely on our resilience to get us through it all and fall exhausted day after day 

in our homes. That is where the passage above from Galatians becomes a source of unspeakable 

comfort. Joy is not something that we can ignite in ourselves. This passage reminds us that all 

that we desire to experience this time of the year, the spirit of the holidays, comes from outside of 

us. It comes from the Spirit. The Spirit of God that moves, fills, equips, guides, strengthens, and 

causes us to experience nothing short of a miracle in our souls as He creates joy deep in our 

hearts.   

First, we must remember what joy is. It is not excitement, experienced by children on Christmas 

morning running toward a tree lined with gifts. It is not mere happiness like that seen in the eyes 

of a person biting into that perfect snickerdoodle cookie. It is an all-encompassing sense of relief 

that erupts through all that we are, mind, body and soul. It comes by the Spirit having us gaze into 

the nativities that are depicted on the Christmas Cards we receive in the mail; not looking at the 

strokes of color that illustrate that beautiful night, but the child born to whom we know took upon 

himself the stripes that would win us salvation. It comes to us as we listen to the song Angels We 
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Have Heard on High, and in the lyrics “Glory to God in the Highest” we hear with our soul the 

reason for the angelic band to sing out. That the One who would bring victory over death and the 

grave has come, and that victory is ours. The power over the grave is for us and for those who are 

already more fully experiencing the fruit of the empty tomb by being in Jesus’ nearer presence in 

Heaven singing with the angels. Joy comes to us this season as the Gospel proclaimed, sung 

about, and whispered in our direction by the Spirit warms us by the light of God in whom Christ 

is. 

You are not forgotten, looked over, or a burden this Holiday Season. You are the reason for the 

season. You are the reason Christ came in that manger and why the angels sang. He did all of this 

for you to know that He, in all of His power, could not imagine His Kingdom without you in it. 

So much so that He would risk being born in a manger and even bleed and die so that His will 

could be accomplished in your life. The Spirit of the Holiday is Joy. But not as a superficial 

momentary emotion. It is a deeply intimate experience given only as the Holy Spirit comes to us 

through His word and promise. That is why we decorate our homes. That is why we are thankful 

on Thanksgiving. If you are having a difficult time getting in the spirit of the Holidays, please 

feel free to reach out to me. I would love to help. Through it all, may God be given all the Glory.   
In His Strength, (Philippians 4:13) 

Rev. Dr. Patrick Lovejoy 

Pastor, First Lutheran Church 

735 NE 1St Ave; Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

flcgr.org     /     1-218-999-4101 
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Youth News 
December is here. 2022 has flown by just like every other year. 

So much can happen in one year, so much can happen in a 

month, a week or even in just one day. Time won’t slow down. 

How can we make the most out of our year without realizing it 

just slipped away from us?  

Busy is a word that was used often before covid and now it is 

being used again. This past year felt like everyone was free to 

do what they wanted, and nothing was going to stop them. 

Vacations that were put on hold for two years were had more 

than once this year. I know several families that went on multiple vacations. Some realized life is 

too short to just let it pass by, so they are seizing the moments by creating experiences and 

making memories.  

I heard a saying not too long ago that the older you get the years go by faster and faster, I 

believe that is a true statement. It’s not like the minutes are faster as the older you get, but we 

get caught up in life and can easily forget to slow down and smell the roses. Parenting is hard. I 

don’t care how old your children are….it is just hard.  

It is so easy to stay busy with our families, so we don’t have to live life. That sentence can be a 

bit complicated so let me explain. Of course we are living life every day, but are really living life? 

Are we doing what God wants us to do? Are we building walls around our children to guard 

them from this sinful world? Are we trying to shield them from everything possible? Are we 

exposing them to too much? Do they have free reign to video games, internet, or peers? Is there 

a happy medium?  

This is something that I have been contemplating for far too long, do I pull my kids from the 

public school and homeschool, and we live like hermits and don’t go anywhere and stay home 

forever? Or do we allow the world to influence them and hope that we do a good job of 

educating them so they can make the right decisions on their own? Is there a right or wrong 

way? I don’t think so, we all have to do what is best for our family, but the most important thing 

is to remember that God is by your side through it all. He can be your rock.  
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Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Romans 12:2 This scripture says so much. With so much influence in tv, commercials, billboards, 

peers, newspapers, social media (you don’t have to look to hard) it is hard to not be conformed 

by this world. It is easier for us adults because we have seen a world where sin isn’t legalized. 

We know the difference, but our children don’t. This is the only world they know and they 

wonder what is wrong with us.  

How do we parent and raise our children up in a Christian environment grounded in God’s word 

and not be conformed to this worldly standard? It is hard and it is not going to get easier. 

Parents, let us get back to it takes a village to raise a child and help each other out when you are 

in need. Let us be another caring adult in your child’s life, grounded in God’s Word. It starts at 

home with you, but you don’t have to do it alone. Don’t wait too long because before you know 

it they have graduated and are out on their own. Our influence at home is limited.  

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today 

shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise. Deuteronomy 6:4-8 

Starting January 15th after the second service, I will be holding a Bible Study for parents to 

navigate through difficult topics. Topics such as Gospel Framework, Human Dignity, Identity, 

Sexuality, Relationships, and Technology.  This is for any parent of any age. In the guidebook 

there are age-appropriate questions and answers for each topic. This Bible Study will either be 

every other week or once a month depending on what works for you. There is a book that we 

will navigate through, so please sign up either in the three-ring binder or online at 

www.flcgr.org/youth.  

Jessica Pellinen 

Family Ministry Program Director 

218-999-4102 

jessica@flcgr.org 

 
 
 

http://www.flcgr.org/youth
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Youth Announcements 
 
Sunday Morning Music Ministry: K-12th Graders will meet for music ministry every Sunday 
from 9:30-10:15 with Heather Angell and her music team.  
 
The Shepherd on the Search: When the angels visited the shepherds to tell them the good 
news, Jeff the shepherd set off on an epic journey to find the newborn baby by himself. Jeff will 
be found throughout the church, each day in a new spot. With your children, help find Jeff and 
see what adventure he has been up to but please leave him so the others can find him too. You 
can also read the story located on the children’s table in the library.  
 
Save the Date: Lock-in will be on January 27th. Hawaiian themed night! Watch for more 
information in the trifold and January newsletter. 
 
Shirt fundraiser: The youth are selling made to order t-shirts, long sleeve shirts and hooded 
sweatshirts. The proceeds will go towards a trip to the Ark Museum in June. Shirts will be 
delivered before Christmas. Order forms are found on the website or talk with a youth after 
worship service. Orders are due December 11th.  
 
The children attending F.L.Y. Club have been having a blast so far. Last month we sent friendship 
bracelets to the members who are unable to attend church. On October 26th they painted 
pumpkins for the trunk or treat. They painted messages so every child that walks through will 
know that Jesus loves them. It takes several adults to make F.L.Y. Club a success and we are so 
blessed for those that have been helping every week. On the last Wednesday of the month we 
do a big project and can always use more adults from 4-5:30. Children can register anytime for 
F.L.Y. Club, for more information or to register go to www.flcgr.org/youth 
 
Cookies & Caroling: December 18th after the second service. Anyone is invited to go caroling! 
We have several people that are unable to attend church and they love it when we are able to 
visit them. You won't regret going, it is such a wonderful feeling to see the smiles on their faces. 
Lunch will be served right after second service thanks to a Thrivent Team Action Card. Cookies 
and cards will be decorated after lunch then we will pack the cookies up and deliver. Once we 
are done, we will meet back at the church for sloppy joes provided by the board of youth and 
education members. 
 
Adults and Youth Partnering in Christ: Are you wanting to make a difference in a young 
person’s life just by being a supportive and caring adult? We have a unique opportunity for you 

http://www.flcgr.org/youth
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to be able to do just that.  Did you know that it takes at least five supporting adults in a young 
person’s life so they can develop as a disciple of Jesus Christ for life? Having five adults that they 
can rely on and help them grow as a young person, molds and shapes them into having a 
resilient identity in Christ. You can find more information on this study in the LCMS Young Adult 
Research found at www.esource.com.  
We are looking for adults that would like to partner with a young person in our afterschool F.L.Y. 
Club Ministry. Your commitment to the young person would be the last Wednesday of every 
month from 4:00-5:30 by attending F.L.Y. Club to meet and help direct and guide the young 
person in the daily activities. If you are interested in being a champion for the youth, talk to 
Loretta Persig or Jessica Pellinen. 
 

 
Ruby’s Pantry last distribution was on November 21st. Many 

volunteers showed up to help distribute the food to our community. 
Thank you volunteers for your time and patience!  
The next Ruby’s Pantry will be December 19th. 

To participate and purchase a share, the cost is $25 per share, and you will line up on 2nd Avenue 
NE and enter the Grand Rapids Armory from the parking lot. No checks or credit cards will be 
accepted, only cash.  

Unsold shares have been distributed within the community to Grace House, Hope House, 
National Guard, and households that cannot afford the $25 fee. First Lutheran keeps 10% of the 
receipts and Ruby's Pantry collects 90% to cover their overhead (driver wages, gas and truck 
maintenance, storage, etc). We depend on volunteers to make this program a success.  If you or 
someone you know would like to volunteer either monthly or periodically, please contact Judy 
Peterson or Ricci Peterman.   
 

 

LIBRARY CORNER FOR 

DECEMBER 2022 
Greetings gentle First readers! For this 

month we’ve brought out our Christmas-

themed books and DVDs and placed 

them on top of the card catalogue shelf for your convenience. Also, we’ve been blessed 

with book donations from our members who love to read. As you see below, we have 

Books 1-4 of the Under the Northern Skies series by Lauraine Snelling. Feel free to check 

out all four if they’re on the shelf and return them together – it’s nice to read them in 

order. For our new members who haven’t used our library yet, you’ll find directions for 
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checking out a book or video, as well as hints on how to pick a book listed in a black 

frame on top of the book drop. Your faithful library volunteers – Janie, Darlene and 

Shela. 

“There is only one way to read, which is to browse in libraries and bookshops, 

picking up books that attract you, reading only those, dropping them when they 

bore you, skipping the parts that drag – and never, never reading anything because 

you feel you ought, or because it is part of a trend or a movement. Remember that 

the book which bores you when you are twenty or thirty will open doors for you 

when you are forty or fifty-and vice versa. Don’t read a book out of its right time for 

you.” – Doris Lessing 

 

PROMISE OF DAWN, THE by Lauraine Snelling, 813.54. Book 1 of Under the 

Northern Skies. Taken from the back cover: “In a compelling new saga, one family 

strives to make their own future…Opportunities are scarce in Norway, so when Rune and 

Signe Carlson receive a letter from Rune’s uncle, Einar Strand, offering to loan them 

money for passage to America, Rune accepts Signe is reluctant to leave her home, 

especially as she is pregnant with her fourth child, but Einar promises to give them land 

of their own, something they could never afford in Norway…But life in Minnesota is 

more difficult than Signe imagined. Uncle Einar and Aunt Gerd are hard, demanding 

people, and Signe and her family soon find themselves worked nearly to the bone to pay 

off their debt. Afraid they will never have the life they dreamed of, she begins to lose her 

trust in God. When the dangers of the North Woods strike close to home, will she find the 

strength she needs to lead her family into the promise of a new dawn?” 

 

BREATH OF HOPE, A by Lauraine Snelling, 813.54 Sne. Book 2 of Under the 

Northern Skies. Taken from the back cover: “One man’s past could affect all of their 

futures…With her younger brother Ivar in tow, Nilda Carlson is on her way to America 

to join her older brother Rune and his family in the northern forests of Minnesota. While 

she sees this as a golden opportunity, she has enough experience in life to know it won’t 

be easy. The transatlantic voyage itself proves to be an adventure, and she hopes she will 

feel safe in her new home.” 

 

SEASON OF GRACE, A by Lauraine Snelling, 813.54 Sne. Book 3 of Under the 

Northern Skies. Taken from the back cover: “Just as opportunities unfold, a danger from 

her past returns…Nilda Carlson’s dreams are coming true. Though her first few months 

in America were difficult, her life now resembles the images that filled her daydreams in 
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Norway. Together, she and her family work their farm and fell trees for lumber. 

Everything is finally going right.” 

SONG OF JOY, A by Lauraine Snelling, 813.54 Sne, Book 4 of Under the Northern 

Skies. Taken from the back cover: “Surrounded by opportunity, she will have to choose a 

path…In Minnesota in 1911, Nilda Carlson is torn between life in the city of Blackduck 

and spending time with her family back home on the farm. Her employer, Mrs. 

Schoenleber, gives her more and more responsibility, including leading an exciting new 

philanthropy project to build affordable homes for Blackduck’s newcomers, but a private 

detective in town keeps stirring up trouble.” 

 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

Newsletter Article – October 2022 

 

What Makes for a Cheerful Giver? 

St. Paul wrote to Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in 

his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 

9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheerful giver? 

Abel was. By faith, he gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s 

sight. Abraham was. By faith, he prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and 

entertained angels unaware. So also were David and Solomon. By faith, David would not 

make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By faith, 

Solomon built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He 

would dwell to be Israel’s God and they His people. 

What more shall we say? For time would fail us to tell of all those who gave not simply 

for the joy of giving but for the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave. 

So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything – yes, even His life – 

enduring the cross and scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, 

willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to die for the life of the world. 

Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty, we might be 

rich beyond measure. 

So then, let us like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord 

Jesus Christ, give cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, 

let us decide in our heart for the joy set before us. It’s the joy of knowing the One to 

whom we give is the One who gives us all good things. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Through the generosity of the members of First Lutheran, who contributed shoeboxes of items and 

cash donations to help with the postage, a total of 48 boxes for Operation Christmas Child have 

been collected. Considering that this was the first year that our congregation collected for this 

worthy event, it was gratifying to see that hearts were opened to the needs of many children 

throughout the world who will be blessed with these shoeboxes. Thank you for your support of this 

ministry. 

 
Missionary – Hayden Rensner, Serving the Lord in the Czech Republic 
Hayden serves the Lord through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in the Czech 

Republic. In this role, Hayden tutors students from the Luther Academy in Riga, Latvia, in 

English and works with the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession and their 

mission organization, EC M.I.S.E. (which translated into English means Evangelization Center 

Mobilization, Integration, Fellowship, Evangelizing), to provide outreach opportunities in English 

in the Czech Republic. During the summer months, she also helps coordinate summer volunteer 

opportunities throughout the Eurasia region. To follow her and her missionary work check on her 

website - http://www.lcms.org rensner 

 

Would you  like to join the Board of Missions/Human Care? 
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm on the upper floor of the Education Wing. Come 

to one of our meetings and see if it is something you would be interested in. 

 

A NOTE TO FAITHFUL STEWARDS:         (from Pastor Bill Zeige) 

Can you think of any more meaningful words than to ultimately hear Jesus say to 

you: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”? The Bible uses servant and steward in 

much the same way. Both are accountable to a master. Our faithful management of the 

gifts, talents, and abilities is what brings us into the “joy” of God – our Master. 

Every last one of us who call on the name of Jesus is a steward of God’s grace. It 

is standard procedure – not optional choice. Serving Jesus is a high privilege, not an 

obligation ot burden, and certainly not a choice we afford ourselves. Ideally at First 

Lutheran every woman is a member of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

(LWML) and every man is a member of the men’s group. Go to any meeting and you will 

soon see that most men and women choose not to participate. Should be treat our 

stewardship the same way? 

Let each of us recognize and appreciate our gracious gifts from God and gladly 

and freely use them to glorify our Lord. It’s what a good and faithful servant/steward 

would do. 
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OPEN DOOR COAT RACK 

First Lutheran gave wonderful support to the 2022 Community Coat Drive project.  Nearly 100 

items of winter clothing were donated from our congregation. This “thank you” was received from 

the Open Door Coat Drive Committee: 

‘Thanks so much for your generous donations to the Open Door Coat Rack.  We helped 353 kids 

and 279 adults.  Because of our generous donors, many people will have warm coats, etc. to keep 

them warm this winter.  Please pass on our thanks to your entire congregation.’ 

And thank you from the Board of Human Care and Missions. 

 

 

As part of the LWML Fall Rally in October, First Lutheran participated in 

collecting/donating needed items for the Swaddling Clothes Ministry. We received 

the following thank you note from the Swaddling Clothes Ministry, 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Aurora. 

 

Dear Iron Range Zone, LWML, 

God is good, and His mercies endure forever! 

Swaddling Clothes would like to thank all of the societies of the Iron Range Zone for their 

generous donations of winter caps, mittens, and baby products received at the In-Gathering 

at the recent Fall Rally held at Redeemer. The timeliness of the ingathering turned out to 

be prophetic as we see the onset of wintery weather. 

Swaddling Clothes had another record setting month in November, with 35 families 

participating. Stocking hats and mittens went out the door, as expected. Five car seats were 

also sent along with families; these continue to be a popular item due to cost.  At the same 

time, donations of clothing, strollers, etc. to Swaddling Clothes continue to be high, 

meeting demand. God has richly blessed Swaddling Clothes and its mission to the people 

in the area in need of items with which to care for their babies and young children.  

Again, on behalf of Swaddling Clothes, thank you all so very much for the donations during 

the Fall Rally.  

God’s blessings to you all!  

 

Linda Frederick, 

Swaddling Clothes Coordinator  

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Rejoice for new recipes and the food God has provided! 

 White Chocolate Cherry Delight 

 
 

Christmas Bake Sale – Sunday, December 11th 
The women of the congregation are having a Christmas bake sale Sunday, December 11th. Cookies, 

breads, pies, jams, jellies, candy, etc. will be available for purchase. The bake sale is a free will 

donation. This is one of our fundraisers to help support mission grants. Quilts will also be sold for 

missions. Please mark your calendar for this event! 

Bakers – Please package your items and bring them to the church either Saturday, December 10th 

between 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm or the morning of December 11th. Thank you for supporting LWML 

mission grants! 

 

The First Lutheran Recipe Box 

Christmas Season News & Events 

18 chocolate sandwich cookies, crushed 

3 Tbsp butter, melted 

1 pkg cream cheese 

½ c sugar 

1 tsp almond extract 

½ c white chocolate chips 

8 oz whipped topping, thawed 

1 can Cherry Pie filling (21oz) 

Instructions 

Mix crushed cookies & butter. Press into 8x8 inch baking pan sprayed with cooking 

spray. 

In large bowl, beat cream cheese, sugar & almond extract until smooth. 

Melt white chocolate in a microwave according to package directions. When melted, 

pour into cream cheese mixture & beat with mixer until smooth. 

Fold whipped topping into cream cheese mixture. Pour evenly into crust. Cover & chill 

at least 2 hours. 

Spoon cherry pie filling on top just before serving. 
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Women’s Night 

Tuesday, December 13th at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
We will make fresh Christmas Center Pieces  

Cost is $15. All materials are supplied except candles.  
Sign up in the three-ring binder. 

 

LWML Advent Social 
On Tuesday, December 6th at 1pm we will be hosting a social event for all the women in 

our church.  We especially want to extend this invitation to all who have joined our 

church over the past couple of years. Please bring a canned good item with the label 

removed to participate in a fun activity.  We would like you to RSVP in the 3-ringed 

binder which will help us plan for the day.   

If you have questions, contact Kathy Hohenstein or Carla Taylor.   

 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church Christmas Party invitation: 

The women of First Lutheran are invited to a Christmas Party at  

Our Redeemer Lutheran on Monday, December 12th at 5 PM.   

Sign-up is not required.  We will have an opportunity to visit and enjoy a program with a 

potluck dinner to follow.  Please bring a dish to share and a $5 to $7 dollar gift for a fun 

game we will play. 

 

Christmas Toy Drive 
This year First Lutheran will be pairing up with Riverside Studio’s 4th Annual Share-A-Toy 

Event.  Last year 125 families were served.  We will be donating new and unwrapped toys for 

children 0-17 years of age. If you are wondering which age range to buy for --- boys ages 12-17 

are usually in short supply.  Anyone who wishes to donate to this event can bring toys to church 

and leave by the tree in the foyer from now until December 11th. 

There is not a designated price range.  Items that may be donated can include books, puzzles, Legos, 

Learning Toys, Baby dolls/accessories, race car sets, Barbies, stuffed animals, Tool sets, Board 

games, stockings and stocking stuffers, blankets, winter gear, etc. 

Thanking you in advance for your generosity. 

Also FYI:  If a group or individual family would like to sponsor a family – flyers are available to 

help you sign up on line. 

Submitted by the Board of Human Care and Missions. 
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Christmas Poinsettias 

The poinsettias have been ordered at a cost of $10 each. Your donation is appreciated 

to help defray the cost of the flowers. You may buy a flower in memory of loved 

ones. Please put your donation in an envelope and mark it “Christmas Flowers”. All 

flowers will be available to take home at the December 25th service.  

Men’s Club December Event Schedule 

• Sunday, December 4th – Cinnamon Roll Sunday 

• Monday, December 12th – Annual Wild Game Feed: Set up & Food preparation at 9am. 

Dinner will be served at 5:30pm. The meal includes mashed potatoes and gravy, beef 

meatballs, venison meatloaf, green beans, dinner rolls and dessert. See you then! 

Free will donation. 

The Men’s Club is seeking donations of venison for the wild game feed. If you would like 

to donate venison or ground venison, please contact Leigh Serfling at 259.9344 or Dave 

Storrs at 326.4283 or Greg Taylor at 259.1843. 
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ADVENT/ CHRISTMASTIDE SCHEDULE 

 

Week 2 (December 7th): Be Born in Us 

Today, Bringing Renewal: this week we 

remember that the prophet Isaiah declared that 

a Holy One from God would be born into this 

world to bring renewal to all the faint and 

weary. That Holy One was Jesus. And he is 

born in us today. 

 

Week 3 (December 14th): Be Born in Us Today, Bringing Guidance: This week we 

remember that we have a clear path to the promised land of heaven through him who is 

the Way. Jesus is the Way. And he is born in us today. 

 

Week 4 (December 21st): Noon Service Be Born in Us Today, Bringing Power:  This 

week we think of John the Baptist, who pointed to the power of God present in Christ 

Jesus. That power is still at work in Christ. And he is born in us today. 

6:30pm Service is The Children’s Christmas Program: Be Born in Us Today 

 

Christmas Eve (4pm & 6:30pm) Be Born in Us Today, Bringing Light.  

With this special candlelight service we focus on how Jesus is born for us all on this 

silent night in the little town of Bethlehem. His first cry announces to the world that the 

darkness of sin is done away with by the shining light of his amazing love.  

 

Christmas Day (10am Only) Be Born in Us Today, Bringing Salvation.  

On Christmas Day, join us for worship to celebrate with joy the birth of our Lord, born to 

save us from sin, death and the devil forever. We are reborn as his brothers and sisters on 

Christmas and eagerly anticipate what our new life in him has in store for us. 

  

New Year’s Eve Service (December 31st @ 6:30pm With Communion) 

 

1st Sunday of Christmas January 1st. “What’s In a Name?” 

 

Epiphany Family Ice Cream Social Serivce (January 6th, 2023 @ 6:30) 

This service focuses on how the news of Jesus’ birth was good news for the whole world. 

Singing some of our favorite hymns, we will gather in the fellowship hall to celebrate the 

arrival of the Magi to Bethlehem.  
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New Beginnings November 2022 Newsletter 
We are so very thankful for everyone that gives to New Beginnings so 

that we can continue to offer our free services to those in need in this 

area!!! We get to watch people suddenly have hope in their eyes when 

they feel supported from the items and information they receive from 

our programs. You are a part of making sure that continues through the 

donations that you give and have given. We truly appreciate each gift because we know how it 

adds up to help each individual and family that comes to New Beginnings. You are making a 

difference! 

We are in need of diapers size 3 - 6, and baby wipes. We could use Pull-Ups size 4T-5T. We also 

go through many personal items for the parents such as toilet paper, paper towels, toothpaste, 

women and men’s deodorant, and laundry soap.  

In October, New Beginnings was able to come alongside 41 different individuals and their 

families, 11 of which were new. We were able to provide 301 services, some of which included 

176 Earn While You Learn through Bright Course classes, 5 ultrasound and 34 boutique visits. 

We have recently added a Rental Assistance Program. We have guidelines in place for this new 

service for those who are pregnant or have an infant less than one year of age and find themselves 

in need. 
Pictured is a team called “The Puzzled Moosers” that came in matching 

team-supportive buffalo print shirts in 2022. They may have started 

something.       

 

RSVP for our Puzzle Palooza jigsaw puzzle competition 

that will be held on January 26th at Grace Bible Chapel at 

5:30 for teams of 4. Call 218-326-0404 or email: 

events@newbeginningspregnancy.com.  

 

We also plan to have a team at the Northwoods Pond 

Hockey Competition on Saturday Feb 11. Join the fun if 

you can.  

 

Please remember to use Amazon Smile when you shop online! Thank you so much! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0579091 

“24 May the Lord bless you and protect you. 25 May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to 

you. 26 May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace. Numbers 6:24-26 NLT 

Amanda Jo Grovenburg and Trudy Hasbargen Grand Rapids - 218-326-0404 - Deer River - 218-

246-2010 

   www.newbeginningspregnancy.com 

 

mailto:events@newbeginningspregnancy.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0579091
http://www.newbeginningspregnancy.com/
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“Sharing the Love of Jesus” 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES - UNAPPROVED 

November 8, 2022 

Present:  Dick Buech, Mary Buech, Pastor Lovejoy, Greg Taylor, Pam Clairmont, Tom 

Lattimore, Doug Carlson, Jessica Pellinen, Les Flem, Jennifer Flem 

Call to order:  Tom L. called the meeting to order at 5:30PM 

Opening devotion and prayer:  Pastor opened with prayer and devotion from Matthew 

21:25-28 “The Victory has Already Come” 

Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of Agenda 

2. Approval of Minutes 

***Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Consent Agenda with 

addition to New Business (2. TOPS) 

Oral Reports of Boards and Committees 

1. Boards of Christian Education & Youth: Report in Packet/Pam C. 
2. Board of Elders:  Did not meet in November 
3. Boards of Human Care & Missions: Report in Packet/Mary B. 
4. Board of Stewardship: No Meeting in November. Concentrating on 360 Responses & 

training/Doug C. 
5. Board of Trustees: No Meeting in November/Greg T. 
6. AV Ministry Committee: Have not met yet/Tom L. 
7. Revolving Trust Fund Committee: Greg T/Looking at changes in CDs for a better 

return on our money with 4 ½% on some new opportunities. 
8. Wiebe Grant Committee: No Requests    
9. Direction and Planning Committee: Meet in January 
Family Ministry Program Director’s Report:  Report in Packet 
Pastor’s Report: Report in Packet – Looking at a possible New Member Sunday in 

January 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  

YTD income 2022: $286,179.95         YTD income 2021: $253,516.30 

Treasurer’s Report: Report in Packet/Jennifer F. 

As of: October 31,2022 
General Fund Chkg: $14,133.34 
Building Fund Chkg: $167,503.21 
Mortgage loan balance: $193,920.02 
Revolving trust fund Chkg: $68,003.41 
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***Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the oral and written Board and 
Committee Reports. 
 

Correspondence - None 

Unfinished Business 

1.  Picture Directory Update – Pam C. stated that retakes were completed and they 

received a 20% discount on their purchase.  Waiting to reproof directory.  
2.  Ruby’s Pantry Update – Pam stated that they are ordering 372 shares for November. 
3.  Daycare Update – No Report. Waiting for Fire Marshalls report. 
4.  Education Wing Remodel Update – More challenges in removing walls.  Hopefully 

work will begin on Friday.  Windows and siding should begin this winter when weather 

permits. 
5.  Board Directional Goals – See attached 22/23 Committee Strategic Goals 

6.  Home School Group – Haven’t had a chance to meet yet.  Hopefully will soon. 
7.  Congregation Consulting Services Update – Jennifer F. received good reports from 

other churches using this group and she gave them the packet of information they 

required. 

 

New Business 

1. Reallocation of Credit Card Limits – The current limit is $7,500 (Beth - $5,000; Pastor 

- $1,500; Jessica - $1.000).  Jessica needs more. 
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to increase Jessica’s credit card limit to 

$2,000 and decrease Beth’s to $4,000. 

2.  TOPS – Looking for a safer place to meet.  The second group would like to meet on 

Wednesdays at 10AM and would like a place to store a few items. 
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to allow the TOPS group to meet here. 

Hold Harmless Agreement was discussed and should be updated. 

 

Caring and Sharing 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15PM 

Pastor Lovejoy closed with prayer 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Buech/Linda Urevig, Recording Secretary 

 

COMING EVENTS 

December 6th – Board Meetings 6:30PM or as decided by each board 

December 13th – Council Meeting 5:30 PM 



 

 

   20 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 


