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Serving Christ by proclaiming Christ 
crucified in the 

Minnesota North District of the LCMS 

 
 

Notes from the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Then Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am 

a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 

world- to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 

voice." 38 Pilate said to him, "What is truth?" After he had said this, he went 

back outside to the Jews and told them, "I find no guilt in him. ESV John 

18:37-38 

 

What is the password?! Over and over again I muttered this question under 

my breath as I sat at my computer, trying to remember the password that I set up 

the day before.  I tried to go with what I thought it was, what I had always used, I even tried all 

the simple variations that I thought would make sense. Then it hit me, it was still the auto 

generated password. You know the one with 36-characters arranged with no pattern or sequence, 

just letters and symbols picked at random. How was I supposed to know that? It is so frustrating 

when you are so close, but so far away. Not only that but feel like you are in an impossible 

situation. Take Pilate for instance, it wasn’t a password that was standing in his way. For him he 

had to figure out how he was going to get past all the obstacles that stood before him. For 

instance, there was this innocent man who everyone was trying to falsely accuse. The crowds 

were starting to get out of hand, and he knew that if another riot broke out and Caesar heard about 

it he would be dead. If that wasn’t enough pressure, even Pilate’s wife was pressuring him based 

on a dream that she had, to make the right choice.  No wonder he asked, “what is truth?!” With all 

the opinions and options out there, it’s no wonder he was confused and frustrated.  

            The problem comes when we think truth is something we can change or create for 

ourselves. Pilate was trying to figure out what was the best truth for him and perhaps tweak it to 

avoid responsibility. We think we can manipulate it slightly to get what we need or want for 

ourselves. However, the reality is that truth is generated for us, without any consultation on our 

part. Just like that 36-character password fabricated by my computer. No matter how we fool 

ourselves into thinking that what we trust next, the truth we usually use or variations of it that we 

tried in the past, that nasty notice pops up, “incorrect password.” No matter how many times we 

feel like what were trusting in should work, it doesn’t, and we are reminded how our emotions 

cannot change reality. Truth is truth, it is not subjective or situational. It simply is what it is, 

regardless of the circumstance.  
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            In a couple days many churches around the world will be remembering the Reformation 

of the Catholic Church that took place in 1517. 502 years ago, the world asked the question Pilate 

filled his praetorium walls with. “What is truth?” Ironically, the answer in 1517 was the same 

answer as it was when Pilate asked it.  Truth comes from outside of us. It often stares us right in 

the face. At times, it makes us feel uncomfortable, exposes how we’ve been wrong, but also 

comforts us with reassurance that it hasn’t changed. Jesus, in John 14:6, tells His disciples that He 

is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. That nobody comes to the Father except through Him. He is 

the ultimate “password.” The Word made flesh to dwell among us and expose to us our need for 

salvation and then where salvation is found. Pilate, the Pope Leo the 10th, nor any of us can 

change the truth. The truth that we are all sinful and that our sins bring unhinged guilt upon us 

that is impossible to escape. Pilate could escape it by forging his own way, Leo couldn’t invent a 

way to work your way out from under it or pay your way to freedom. The truth is that The Truth, 

Jesus Christ alone, frees us from the wages of our sin. He frees us with nothing short of His own 

suffering, death, and resurrection. What we were powerless to do for ourselves, He does freely 

through His blood. Not because He coerced, manipulated, or because of some selfish motivation. 

But because He could not imagine His Kingdom without you in it. That’s the truth.  

            Sometimes we think we know what’s best for us. We try any number of things to ease our 

conscience; things that we have tried in our past or numerous variations. But there is only one 

solution to our sorrows, guilt, sin, and death. It is not a 35-character chain of symbols and 

numbers. It is Christ. It’s that simple. He wants you to run to Him and cast your cares upon Him. 

He will give you rest. Pilate chose to walk away from truth. Many others have through out the 

ages. But for you and me, let us hold on to it firmly. Let’s run the race of this life with 

perseverance, through the barrage of false opinions, and simply thank the Lord how He came to 

us. As a servant, giving us the one thing we could never discover on our own. Truth. To God be 

all the Glory. In His Strength, (Philippians 4:13) 

Rev. Dr. Patrick Lovejoy 

Pastor, First Lutheran Church 

735 NE 1St Ave; Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

flcgr.org     /     1-218-999-4101 
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Youth News 
The Metaverse 

Have you heard about this recent technology that is coming 

out soon called the metaverse, or perhaps you have heard it is 

already here? Depending on who you talk to both questions 

are correct. If you talk to adults, yes the metaverse is here and 

it has been here for a couple of years now. You talk to youth 

they say that it is coming out soon. I’ll try to explain what it is, 

why you need to know about it and how we can disciple people 

that live/grow up in the metaverse.  

The metaverse can be a virtual reality, augmented reality, or extreme reality community in 

which real people will create an avatar and be that avatar in the online community. Avatars can 

be part of many different communities just like in real life. They can talk with other avatars from 

around the world. For the most part behind each avatar is a real person. Avatars can play 

games, communicate, travel, build communities, attend church, purchase things and much 

more.  

Most of the kids that have an oculus, discord account, play station, or x-box experience this 

when they play certain games. They are able to communicate with other people from across the 

world. I have been told (by my boys) that discord is not part of the metaverse, but it sounds a lot 

like it is. You just don’t have an avatar. You create a profile picture and a name for yourself. You 

can then be added to different servers where you can chat with other people about similar 

interests.  

Right now you can travel across the world to see anything you would like. You can watch live 

concerts in VR, you can attend live church, go shopping, anything you can do in real life, you can 

do in virtual reality.  

Have you noticed on Facebook things have changed again? Well if you have a business page, and 

you want to post something, it will ask you if you want to post from the Meta Business Suite. 

From there you can post to Facebook and Instagram at the same time. You can search Meta on 

Facebook and find for yourself what they are planning to accomplish soon. Mark Zuckerberg 



 

 

   5 | P a g e  

 

 

believes in this so much he has changed his business to Meta. Apps and companies that have 

“goods” in the VR world are bringing in millions of dollars.  

From their Facebook page Meta states this “Meta is helping build a future where people have 

more ways to play and connect in the metaverse. Welcome to the next chapter of social 

connection.” That page currently has over 76 million likes and followers. People are interested 

in what this new thing is and what it can do.  

The Covid pandemic accelerated this form of technology since it forced everyone to stay at 

home. They needed a way for people to interact with each other, while staying away from 

others. God created us to be with people and not to isolate. I hear doctors, psychologists, 

psychiatrists tell us that it is not healthy to be alone. Genesis 2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is 

not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” That is part of 

God’s design for us to be with each other, but how? In person or in a virtual reality space and is 

there a difference? 

I’m sure you are probably shaking your head just reading this information and wondering how I 

could even ask that question, is there a difference? Of course there is! You and I both know that 

interacting with one another in person is a lot different that interacting with one another over 

text, email, Facebook, VR, AR, or XR. When we interact with other people in person, they can 

see our emotions, facial expressions, our posture. We communicate in more ways than just with 

words. When we interact over a platform, whatever it may be, the emotion and body language 

is hidden and so the other person has to interpret that for us. They have to decide our tone of 

voice for us.  

The question comes down to how do we parent to our children that are growing up in this? At 

what point does this virtual reality become their/our reality? Kids and youth think that this is 

part of them and who they are. Parenting is hard. Every generation has had its trials and 

tribulations. This is parenting today. 

Don’t be afraid to ask questions and listen to your children about what they are doing. They 

believe that these communities are a part of who they are. Every household is different and 

everyone parents differently.  

There is a lot more that can be said about the metaverse and what is in the works that I didn’t 

touch on in this article. I do plan to have a session about this topic to discuss tesla suits, 

transhumanism, working and attending church in the metaverse, show you what children are 

experiencing if you haven’t seen it yet, and be able to ask questions. Please watch for when that 
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will happen in the next couple of months. In the meantime, I am always available to help you 

navigate through this one-on-one if you desire.  

Jessica Pellinen 

Family Ministry Program Director 

218-999-4102 

jessica@flcgr.org 

 
Sunday Morning Music Ministry: K-12th Graders will meet for music ministry every Sunday 
from 9:30-10:15 with Heather Angell and her music team.  
 

The children attending F.L.Y. Club 
have been having a blast so far. Last 
month we sent friendship bracelets 
to the members who are unable to 
attend church. On October 26th they 
painted pumpkins for the trunk or 
treat. They painted messages so 
every child that walks through will 

know that Jesus loves them. It takes several adults to make F.L.Y. Club a 
success and we are so blessed for those that have been helping every week. On 
the last Wednesday of the month we do a big project and can always use more 
adults from 4-5:30. Children can register anytime for F.L.Y. Club, for more 
information or to register go to www.flcgr.org/youth 
 
Family Activity: November 13th at 1:00. Glazing Pottery at MacRostie Art Center. Lunch will be 
served after second service in the fellowship hall. Since they are firing the bowls ahead of time, 
we need to RSVP right away. If you are interested please let me know, no later than Wednesday, 
November 2nd.  
 
Advent Lunch and Dinners will start on November 30th. Lunch is served from 11:00-11:30 and 
Dinner is from 5:00-6:00.  
 
Adults and Youth Partnering in Christ: Are you wanting to make a difference in a young 
person’s life just by being a supportive and caring adult? We have a unique opportunity for you 
to be able to do just that.  Did you know that it takes at least five supporting adults in a young 
person’s life so they can develop as a disciple of Jesus Christ for life? Having five adults that they 

http://www.flcgr.org/youth
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can rely on and help them grow as a young person, molds and shapes them into having a 
resilient identity in Christ. You can find more information on this study in the LCMS Young Adult 
Research found at www.esource.com.  
We are looking for adults that would like to partner with a young person in our afterschool F.L.Y. 
Club Ministry. Your commitment to the young person would be the last Wednesday of every 
month from 4:00-5:30 by attending F.L.Y. Club to meet and help direct and guide the young 
person in the daily activities. If you are interested in being a champion for the youth, talk to 
Loretta Persig or Jessica Pellinen. 
 

 
Ruby’s Pantry last distribution was on October 17th. Many 

volunteers showed up to help distribute the food to our community. 
Thank you volunteers for your time and patience! The next Ruby’s 
Pantry will be November 21st. 

To participate and purchase a share, the cost is $25 per share, and you will line up on 2nd Avenue 
NE and enter the Grand Rapids Armory from the parking lot. No checks or credit cards will be 
accepted, only cash.  

Unsold shares have been distributed within the community to Grace House, Hope House, 
National Guard, and households that cannot afford the $25 fee. First Lutheran keeps 10% of the 
receipts and Ruby's Pantry collects 90% to cover their overhead (driver wages, gas and truck 
maintenance, storage, etc). We depend on volunteers to make this program a success.  If you or 
someone you know would like to volunteer either monthly or periodically, please contact Judy 
Peterson or Ricci Peterman.   
 

 

LIBRARY CORNER FOR 

NOVEMBER 2022 
Greetings to our gentle First readers on 

this beautiful autumn day! We’re 

pleased to present four very exciting and 

interesting books for your consideration. They can be found on the end shelves labeled 

2022 books. Let us know what you think of them. So take a moment to find a book or 

two or more, and check them out and enjoy. Your faithful library volunteers – Janie, 

Darlene and Shela.  

“You are not done with a book until you pass it on to another reader.” – Donalyn 

Miller 
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AMONG THE INNOCENT by Mary Alford, 813.6 Alf. Taken from the back cover: 

“When Leah Miller’s entire Amish family was murdered ten years ago, the person 

believed responsible took his own life. Since then, Leah has left the community and 

joined the police force. Now, after an Amish woman is found murdered with the same 

MO, it becomes clear that the wrong man may have been blamed for her family’s 

deaths…As Leah and the new police chief, Dalton Cooper, work long hours struggling to 

fit the pieces together in order to catch the killer, they can’t help but grow closer. When 

secrets from both of their pasts begin to surface, an unexpected connection between them 

is revealed. But this is only the beginning…What will it mean for Leah – and Dalton – 

when the full truth comes to light?” “AMONG THE INNOCENT is no buggy ride but a 

race to stop a killer.” – DiAnn Mills, best-selling and award-winning author of TRACE 

OF DOUBT. 

GUARDIAN, THE by Bobbie Cheuvront and Erik Reed, 813.6 Che. Taken from a Note 

from the Authors: Thank you for taking the time to read mine and Erik’s first novel. We 

hope you will be edified and enjoy the story. And that’s just what it is: a story. Erik and I 

do not, never have, nor will we ever proclaim to be scholars of the book of Revelation, 

prophets, or anything of the like. We simply were intrigued by a passage of scripture in 

Revelation that mentioned a little scroll and took note that there was never any more 

mention of it throughout the rest of the book. Being scatterbrained and creative (to a fault 

sometimes!), the story almost wrote itself.  We do not intend for anyone to read into the 

story for some cryptic meaning or solution to the book of Revelation. It is merely a 

fictitious story, one that is focused on Anna Riley’s journey of faith. Nothing more. The 

scriptures are clear: no one knows the hour except the Father. We’ll leave the decoding of 

Revelation to others, if they wish. But ultimately, we just yearn for the return of our 

Savior, whenever God chooses that to be. – Robbie and Erik. 

TRACE OF DOUBT by Diann Mills, 813.54 Mil. Taken from the back cover: “Fifteen 

years ago, Shelby Pearce confessed to murdering her brother-in-law and was sent to 

prison. Now she’s out on parole and looking for a fresh start in the small town of 

Valleysburg, Texas. But starting over won’t be easy for an ex-con…FBI Special Agent 

Denton McClure was a rookie fresh out of Quantico when he was first assigned the 

Pearce case. He’s always believed Shelby embezzled five hundred thousand dollars from 

her brother-in-law’s account. So he’s going undercover to befriend Shelby, track down 

the missing money, and finally crack the case…But as Denton gets closer to Shelby, he 

begins to have a trace of doubt about her guilt. Someone has Shelby in their crosshairs. 

It’s up to Denton to stop them before they silence Shelby – and the truth – forever.” 

WHEN THE MEADOW BLOOMS by Ann H. Gabhart, 813.6 Gab. Taken from the 

back cover: “If any place on God’s earth was designed to help one heal, it is 
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Meadowland. Surely here, at her brother-in-law’s Kentucky farm, Rose and her daughters 

can recover from the events of the recent past – the loss of her husband during the 1981 

influenza epidemic, her struggle with tuberculosis that required a stay at a sanatorium, 

and her girls’ experience in an orphanage during her illness. At Meadowland, past 

troubles become right soil in which faith can grow.” 

 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

Newsletter Article – November 2022 

 

What Makes for a Cheerful Giver? 

 

St. Paul wrote to Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in 

his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 

9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheerful giver? 

Abel was. By faith, he gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s 

sight. Abraham was. By faith, he prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and 

entertained angels unaware. So also were David and Solomon. By faith, David would not 

make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By faith, 

Solomon built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He 

would dwell to be Israel’s God and they His people. 

What more shall we say? For time would fail us to tell of all those who gave not simply 

for the joy of giving but for the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave. 

So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything – yes, even His life – 

enduring the cross and scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, 

willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to die for the life of the world. 

Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty, we might be 

rich beyond measure. 

So then, let us like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord 

Jesus Christ, give cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, 

let us decide in our heart for the joy set before us. It’s the joy of knowing the One to 

whom we give is the One who gives us all good things. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse has arrived at First Lutheran. There is a table in the narthex with 

information on this project as well as in the bulletin insert. There are 25 boxes available to pack, 

but you can also get a standard size shoebox to use, and many people choose to buy one made of 

plastic. Boxes are packed for a boy or girl with in three different age ranges to choose from. Bring 

your filled box to church. These boxes will be collected during the week of November 14th. Please 

contact Mary Buech with questions 218.259.4190 or Sue Zeige 701.936.1162. Let’s see what First 

Lutheran can do as we join other area churches to make a difference in kids’ lives. 

 

 

Are you interested in being a Funeral Work Unit Chairperson? 
We are looking for two chairpersons to chair work unit #1. You will start at the beginning of 2023 

and will receive training from the current chairs. If you are interested, please contact Theresa 

Howrey (218-398-7346) or Carla Taylor (218-326-1843). Please prayerfully consider this need. 

 

 
Missionary - Hayden Rensner, Serving the Lord in the Czech Republic 
Hayden serves the Lord through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in the Czech 
Republic. In this role, Hayden tutors students from the Luther Academy in Riga, Latvia, in English 
and works with the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession and their mission 
organization, EC M.I.S.E. (which translated into English means Evangelization Center 
Mobilization, Integration, Fellowship, Evangelizing), to provide outreach opportunities in English 
in the Czech Republic. During the summer months, she also helps coordinate summer volunteer 
opportunities throughout the Eurasia region. To follow her and her missionary work check our 

her website - http://www.lcms.org rensner 

 

 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP NEWS & EVENTS 

• November 8th – 13th, Scrapbooking & Quilt Retreat 
 

 

 

Would you  like to join the Board of Missions/Human Care? 
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm on the upper floor of the Education Wing. Come 

to one of our meetings and see if it is something you would be interested in. 
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Rejoice for new recipes and the food God has provided! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christmas Bake Sale – Sunday, December 11th 
The women of the congregation are having a Christmas bake sale Sunday, December 11th. Cookies, 

breads, pies, jams, jellies, candy, etc. will be available for purchase. The bake sale is a free will 

donation. This is one of our fundraisers to help support mission grants. Quilts will also be sold for 

missions. Please mark your calendar for this event! 

Bakers – Please package your items and bring them to the church either Saturday, December 10th 

between 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm or the morning of December 11th. Thank you for supporting LWML 

mission grants! 

 

The First Lutheran Recipe Box 
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November 15th            November 5th 

 
 

Women’s Night 
Thursday, November 17th @ 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Join us for a fun evening of Bunco. No experience needed. 

 

 
Thanksgiving Day Offering 

This offering will be designated to the Second Harvest Food Shelf. Please remember our families 

who continue to have sufficient food for their family. Keep them in your prayers as you celebrate 

your Thanksgiving. 
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October 2022 

Wow, the Fall Banquet held on Oct 3rd was amazing!!! We had such a 

successful, fun night and we are overwhelmed with the support in 

our community. Thank you to all who supported us and all who 

attended!!! 

We are always in need of diapers size 5 and 6, and diaper wipes. We could use Pull-Ups size 2T-

3T, 3T-4T, and 4T-5T. We also go through many personal items for the parents such as toilet 

paper, paper towels, toothpaste, deodorant, and laundry soap. We would greatly appreciate 

your help to bless our clients and help them with their needs. 

In September, New Beginnings was able to come alongside 39 

different individuals and their families, 11 of which were new. We 

were able to provide 212 services, some of which included 114 Earn 

While You Learn through Bright Course classes, 2 ultrasound and 31 

boutique visits. We have recently added a Rental Assistance Program. 

We have guidelines in place for this new service for those who are 

pregnant or have an infant less than one year of age and find themselves 

in need.  

Watch for upcoming events like our jigsaw puzzle 

competition on social media that will be held towards the end of January. We 

also plan to have a team at the Northwoods Pond Hockey Competition on Feb 12. 

Join the fun if you can.  

Pictured above is our Banquet Speaker, Renee Weedman (Call us to get in touch with her to speak at your church or youth 

group), Jill Almendinger, our LPN client advocate is helping to set up for the Banquet and Melissa Wheelock, our Events 

Coordinator was at our information table at the Banquet. 

Please remember to use Amazon Smile when you shop online! Thank you so much! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0579091 

 
“…if I have found favor in Your sight in any way, please let me know Your ways so that I may 

know You, in order that I may find favor in your sight...” Exodus 33:13 NASB2020 

 

Amanda Jo Grovenburg and Trudy Hasbargen Grand Rapids - 218-326-0404 - Deer River - 218-

246-2010 

   www.newbeginningspregnancy.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0579091
http://www.newbeginningspregnancy.com/
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“Sharing the Love of Jesus” 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES - UNAPPROVED  

October 11, 2022 

Present:  Tom Lattimore, Doug Carlson, Pastor Lovejoy, Pam Clairmont, Dick Buech, 

Jennifer Flem, Mary Buech, Les Flem, Greg Taylor, Linda Urevig 

Call to order:  Tom L. called the meeting to order at 5:30PM 

Opening devotion and prayer:  Pastor Lovejoy opened with devotion and prayer from 2 

Corinthians 5:20 “Ambassadors for Christ” 

Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of Agenda 

2. Approval of Minutes 

***Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Consent Agenda with 

additions to New Business (3. Youth/Family Camp Trust Account; 4. Men’s Club) 

 

Oral Reports of Boards and Committees 

1. Boards of Christian Education & Youth: Report in Packet/Pam C. 
2. Board of Elders: Report in Packet/Les F.   
3. Boards of Human Care & Missions: Report in Packet/Mary B. 
4. Board of Stewardship: Report in Packet/Doug C. 
5. Board of Trustees: Greg T. stated the importance of keeping things neat and clean 

especially behind the new divider in the Fellowship Hall.  Trim will be finished soon.  
The wall between two 

     classrooms will be coming down this week.   

6. AV Ministry Committee: Tom L. stated that the committee hopes to meet this 
month. 

7. Revolving Trust Fund Committee: Greg T. stated that the committee will be meeting 
Monday, October 17th. 

8. Wiebe Grant Committee: No Requests 
9. Direction and Planning Committee: Greg T. stated that there were 95 to 96 people 

attending Octoberfest.  In the future he suggested revisiting Strategic Planning to 
look at successes and what didn’t get off the ground. In January, Greg T. will look at 
putting that together. 

Family Ministry Program Director’s Report: Report in Packet 
Pastor’s Report: Report in Packet/ Pastor stated that he will be starting a Grief Share 

curriculum “Hope in the Holidays” – Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas 

Season on November 15th, 5:30pm-7:30pm. 
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Financial Secretary’s Report:  

YTD income 2022: $254,603.92        YTD income 2021: $223,120.72  

Treasurer’s Report: Report in Packet/Jennifer F. 

As of: September 30,2022 
General Fund Chkg: $14,395.45 
Building Fund Chkg: $170,042.35 
Mortgage loan balance: $197,700.00 
Revolving trust fund Chkg: $78,370.40 
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the oral and written Board and 
Committee reports. 
 
Correspondence - None 

Unfinished Business 

1.  Picture Directory Update – Pam stated that there are some issues. Twenty pictures are 

missing and they will be retaken on October 24th & 25th from 2PM – 8:30PM 

2.  Ruby’s Pantry Update – Pam C. stated that they will stay open until 6PM and will be 

ordering 300 shares this time.  Volunteers are needed to clean up.  We need to be out of 

the armory by 7PM.   
Tom L. will be getting information together on the contract to be signed and will bring it 

to the council. 
3.  Daycare Update – Pastor Lovejoy stated that after the wall between the classrooms is 

down, he will have the Fire Marshall do a walk through and tell us what needs to be done. 

The ECFE space may be opening up next year. 
4.  Education Wing Remodel Update – Greg T. stated that the bathrooms are done and a 

changing table will be put in the Men’s bathroom. 
5.  Board Directional Goals – Boards have been meeting with Pastor and he will put 

together a presentation. 
6.  Organ Issues – The two missing pipes were found and needed items have been fixed. 
7.  Employee Insurance Benefits Update – No update.  The committee (Tom Lattimore, 

Guy Clairmont, Sarah Lovejoy, Doug Carlson) will get together for next year. 
8.  2023 Budget – Jennifer F. gave 2023 budget information and will have a presentation 

for the Congregation Meeting. 
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the 2023 proposed budget in the 

amount of $407,582.00. 

9.  Election – There will be a lunch provided for the October 30th Voters’ Meeting.  The 

ballot will include:  Elders – Steve Goplin, Brad Benson; Board of Education – Sue 
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Brown, Bettina Tweet; Board of Stewardship – Pastor Zeige; Board of Youth – Pam 

Clairmont; Board of Human Care – Greg Robertson, Mary Buech. 
10.Home School Group – Pastor and Jessica attended a Home School meeting at the 

Wels Church.  They are looking at market value per square foot for leasing our space.  

 

New Business 

1. Congregation Consulting Services – Jennifer F. stated that she had been approached by 

a husband-and-wife team who have been working with churches to get money back from 

the government for an employee retention credit.  Jennifer will look at their references, 

get more information and report back to the council. 
2.  Laptop for Pastor  
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to purchase a laptop in an amount up to 

$1,200.00 to be paid from a revolving trust fund. 

3.  Youth/Family Camp Trust Fund Account 
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to pay $1,880.00 from the Camp Trust 

Fund for the deposit for 2023 Family Camp. 

4.  Men’s Club – Greg T. stated that the Men’s Club is buying a freezer to be put in the 

garage.  They are also buying 15 fishing rods to be used for Family Camp or VBS and 

longer barbecue utensils. 

 

Caring and Sharing 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25PM 

Pastor Lovejoy closed with prayer 

Respectfully submitted, Linda Urevig, Recording Secretary 

COMING EVENTS 

November 1st – Board Meetings 6:30PM or as decided by each board 

November 8th – Council Meeting 5:30 PM 

GIVE ONLINE AT: www.flcgr.org/online-giving 
Make sure you check Facebook 

First Lutheran Church Grand Rapids, MN | Facebook 
 and our website  

www.flcgr.org 
throughout the week for any changes or updates to our coming events. 

http://www.flcgr.org/online-giving
https://www.facebook.com/firstlutherangrandrapids/

