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Serving Christ by proclaiming Christ 
crucified in the 

Minnesota North District of the LCMS 

 
 

Notes from the Pastor’s Desk 

Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; 

help my unbelief!" Mark 9:24 

Can you imagine year after year going to the Mayo clinic with your son only 

to be sent to another specialist. From birth taking your child to one physician 

after another. How many years would have to pass before you started 

questioning everything. When would you start questing the use of modern 

medicine or the knowledge of the doctors. How many near death midnight ER 

visits would it take before you even started questioning the existence of God who supposedly is 

supposed to be keeping watch over your child? This is precisely the context of the words from the 

desperate father in the verse above. Leading up to this plea, the man asks Jesus “If you can do 

anything, have compassion on us!”  Jesus responds, “If you can!” expressing the absurdity of the 

request. But was it absurd? After everything the father had been through, from our perspective the 

word “if” seems more than a reasonable way to approach Jesus.   

  

The circumstances of life, coupled with the various phases of life, bring unique challenges and at 

times debilitating fatigue toward relationships, and other aspects of our life we never thought 

would suffer loss. One of those things is faith. Is it unreasonable for us to question our faith? Is it 

unreasonable for us to at times throw stones at God rather than offer up our prayers? How much 

must be thrown your way before you start questioning your moorings, and if they’ll hold through 

the storms of this life. What is the breaking point? I am sorry, that is a misleading question 

because we don’t have breaking points, because we’re already broken. The words above do not 

seem unreasonable from the father’s cries because he’s broken as well. Broken by the effects of 

this imperfect life; broken by the disappointments, dead ends, and detours. Then fear sets in and 

doubt permeates our thoughts. We might fear if we’ve placed our hope in the wrong place. We 

hear the voices of the world mocking the faith and we question if we should listen to them. 

  

Many of us, at various times find ourselves on the road of life, standing at the intersection of faith 

and unbelief. Remembering we are not alone at that moment makes all the difference. You might 

find yourself there for any number of reasons, but how you got there is not as important as who is 

there with you when the dust settles. Jesus is there by your side for the times of fear and doubt in 

your life. He knows what it is like to be tempted to walk away from being faithful, he experienced 

it firsthand from Satan himself in the wilderness. But with each temptation, Jesus ran to the Word 
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of God for truth, safety, and peace in the presence of despair. Then, after the temptations were 

finished, Jesus Himself needed to be strengthened by ministering angels to continue. If Jesus 

needed to be strengthened by messengers, we should not be surprised when we do as well. We 

need God’s Word and truth to come to us in our struggle, we need people in our life to encourage 

us, and remind us of God’s faithfulness as we struggle with our faithfulness. 

  

The father in question from above was fortunate to have none other than Jesus standing with him. 

What a lucky guy! Wait… luck had nothing to do with it. Jesus intended on being there. He 

intentionally walked His road to Jerusalem to lay His life down for His people. More than that, 

He intentionally entered the homes and lives of those He met on the way. Just as Jesus was 

intentional with this doubting father that day, He is intentional with you. He stands right beside 

you, first coming to you in His word and in your Baptism. He stands by you faithful and true, 

unchanged, just as He has every day of your life. 

  

But what will you do next? Think about this for a second. Jesus didn’t heal the son of the man 

and then say, “now believe in me.” When God came to Abram, He didn’t show Abram the 

promised land first and then says “believe.” Faith is not trusting in the things that we already 

have, but assurance of the things yet unseen. This goes for the health of ourselves and those we 

love. It concerns our home in the Kingdom of heaven, and the merciful abiding presence of God 

in our lives until that day comes. The struggle of the Christian isn’t about appearing perfect in this 

life. The burden of being a Christian in this life is not about being free from struggle. It is about 

living the spiritual tug-a-war represented with the words, “Lord I believe, help my disbelief.” 

  

The amazing thing about all of this story with Jesus and with us is where we are drawn in times of 

tension. The father looks to Christ for help in his weakness. Where will we look? Many of us turn 

to things that cannot help us in the struggles of life, and in the moments of spiritual doubt. Yet 

our Lord is begging us, “Come unto me you are burden and heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest.” May the Spirit of the Living God, move into all our hearts, that we may be so blessed to 

utter the words to our Lord, “Lord I believe, help my disbelief.” To God be all the glory. 

In His Strength, (Philippians 4:13) 

Rev. Dr. Patrick Lovejoy 

Pastor, First Lutheran Church 

735 NE 1St Ave; Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

flcgr.org     /     1-218-999-4101 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

Each year I look forward to our stewardship emphasis.  Stewardship education reminds us that all 

we are and have are gifts from God.  By God’s grace, He has created us and calls each of us by 

name.  He loves us and wants His best for us.  God wants us to share His love and the blessings 

that He entrusts to us with others.  He gives us our time, talents, and money so we can be His 

channels through which He works.  God blesses us so we can be blessings to families, friends, and 

communities.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “What do you have that you did not receive?  If then you 

received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7).  We are the recipients 

of God’s gifts.  God is the owner; we are the stewards.  We become God’s hands, feet, and mouth 

to the world. 

 

Our stewardship emphasis for this year, Stewards Walking by Grace, is unique in that we will 

spend the three weeks concentrating on just one verse written by Paul to the church in Corinth: 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  As Christians, we receive 

sufficiency as a pure gift of God. 

 

The weekly themes are as follows: 

Week 1: “All Grace Abound to You” 

Week 2: “Having All Sufficiency” 

Week 3: “Abound in Every Good Work” 

 

God equips us so we can use all of His gifts to His glory.  May we all grow stronger in our 

commitment to serve Him as we continue to experience all the blessings He entrusts to us. 

 

Your fellow steward, walking by grace, 

 

Pastor Lovejoy 

“Stewards Walking by Grace” 

I am pleased to inform you that next month we will be offering an exciting new stewardship 

emphasis titled Stewards Walking by Grace.  This three-week emphasis will start on October 

9th. For three weeks, we will focus on one verse that the Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the 

church in Corinth.  “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 

sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  

The weekly themes are as follows: 
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“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
Week 1: “All Grace Abound to You”  Grace is a foundational pillar of our faith.  

Understanding grace is essential for us as God’s people.  Because we are sinful people incapable 

of doing anything in our helpless state, we are in need of God’s grace.  We don’t deserve God’s 

love and mercy, but, by His grace, He gives us all things.  Grace changes everything.  Knowing 

that both our physical and redeemed lives are gifts from God, we thank, serve, and praise Him.   

so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 
Week 2: “Having all Sufficiency”  The world teaches us that we can and should depend 

on our own sufficiency.  Through the lens of faith, we see God’s truth which enables us to see 

that we are not “sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is 

from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5).  God’s sufficiency is always sufficient.  Without God’s 

sufficiency, there is no forgiveness, no abundant life on earth, and no life eternal with Him.   

you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8). 
Week 3: “Abound in Every Good Work”  Good works are deeds done in service to others 

prompted by love through faith.  Our good works are evidence of changed hearts.  Because of our 

relationship with Jesus, we seek opportunities to express our love and gratitude for Who He is 

and what He has done for us.  We do good works without any prodding, because we are eager to 

be of help to others.  When God works in and through us, we engage in a lifestyle of good works.  

The good works are done unconsciously by God’s grace for God’s purposes.   

May God’s grace in Jesus give us our sufficiency to be about glorifying Him by loving 

and serving others.  Blessings on your journey as a steward as you walk by God’s grace. 

Our website has a new look! 
Go to www.flcgr.org and take a look around. We will be working to 

keep it up-to-date and easy to navigate. You might wonder why we 

made the change. Because this website has greater capabilities, and 

YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ACCESS AN ONLINE MEMBER 

DIRECTORY!  

Also… in addition to getting a new look with our website, the staff all have new 

email addresses. You can still use the old ones for a while, but we will be 

encouraging everyone to use the new ones. Here they are… 

pastorlovejoy@flcgr.org 

Jessica@flcgr.org 

brad@flcgr.org 

Beth@flcgr.org 

mailto:pastorlovejoy@flcgr.org
mailto:Jessica@flcgr.org
mailto:brad@flcgr.org
mailto:Beth@flcgr.org


 

 

   6 | P a g e  

 

 

Youth News 
Jessica Pellinen 
Family Ministry Program Director 

 

And may your hearts be fully committed to the LORD our God, 

to live by his decrees and obey his commands, as at this time. 1 

Kings 8:61 

What does it mean to be deeply committed to the LORD? What 

does commitment look like for us humans?  

I had an opportunity recently a group of people needed help, but they wanted my commitment 

if I was going to make it or not. I thought about it over and over. It was on a Saturday at noon, 

right in the middle of the day on a weekend. I thought about all the things I could get done at 

home, working in my garden, canning the vegetables, cleaning the house, finishing up a couple 

of projects that I had started a while ago. How can I commit at that time of day on one of my 

days off when I had so much to do? 

I didn’t sign up because I wanted to keep my options open and before I knew it the day had 

gone and past and I didn’t attend. I felt a tremendous amount of guilt of not going and helping 

out. It really was only for 1 hour out of my day that I could have given. Why couldn’t I commit to 

this when it was so easy to do? This happens so often to us; we just can’t commit in case 

something better comes up or when we there is too much to get done. Did you know we make 

over three thousand decisions in one day. Some of those decisions are automatic and 

sometimes we debate in our head.  Sometimes we make great decisions and other times we 

don’t.  

At church we ask for commitments, so we know how many people to expect and to make sure 

that it is worth the time of the leader to show up. It’s not that we know things come up at the 

last minute, but it helps in planning and making sure the leaders are prepared for that activity. 

God asks us to commit fully to Him. But what does that look like? Are we to spend every waking 

minute in prayer and worship with Him? What if we have to care for our children, or elderly 

parents, tend to our job, run the children to their events? What does be committed to God in 

those times look like? Do we put other activities above God? 
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I am sure we do, and I am sure we have put other things before God many times. That makes us 

human, and the need for forgiveness. We can also take in those times where we are pulled 

away, or choose to be pulled away, from church to disciple those around us.  

I had an individual tell me about their recent experience sharing the Love of Jesus. She was 

thrilled She had the opportunity to share Jesus with people she just met. Their child joined an 

afterschool program, and they were at the parents meeting getting all the information they 

needed to be successful this year. Part of the program is community service events and they 

brought up Ruby’s Pantry. The leader just mentioned that they had volunteered in the past and 

they didn’t know a whole lot about it, but they just wanted to mention it. The member of First 

Lutheran, a very dedicated volunteer to Ruby’s Pantry, raised her hand and asked to speak to 

the group. She said she was from First Lutheran Church, and she helps at Ruby’s Pantry. She 

went on to share her passion for the Lord and volunteering. Everyone in the room was so 

thankful and energized by her passion that they showed up the following month to help.  

I am sharing this experience because as we wrestle with commitments in our life and trying to 

put everything first, just remember you can still put God as number one in all that you do. Even 

if it is at sporting events, afterschool activities or just hanging out with friends and family. God 

gives us opportunities all the time, we just need to grab them and be encouraged and bold to let 

Him lead the conversation.  

Don’t be afraid to commit to something new. God could be leading you there for a reason. Think 

about all of your commitment and think about how you can put God first in all of them. Just 

don’t forget to make worship one of your commitments. In order to share the love of Jesus we 

first must understand what we need to share.  

Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the Lord our God, walking in his statutes and 

keeping his commandments, as at this day. 1 Kings 8:61 

 
Jessica Pellinen 

Family Ministry Program Director  

Sunday Morning Music Ministry: K-12th Graders will meet for music ministry every Sunday 
from 9:30-10:15 starting September 18th with Heather Angell and her music team.  
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October 9th: Cowhorn Crossing Pumpkin Patch 
Lunch will be served after second service in the fellowship 
hall. Cost is free for youth and $6 for adults. Sign up in the 
three-ring binder if you are interested in going and if you 
need a ride.  
 
 
 
October 31st: Trunk or Treat! 5-7 in the parking lot. The 
youth will serve hotdogs, hot chocolate, chips and cookies. 
We need decorated cars to hand out candy. Sign up in the 
three-ring binder and what your theme will be. We have a 
few decorations left over that can be used.  
 
We can also use some candy donations. Last year we 
handed out over 12,000 pieces of candy between all the 
cars. 

 
F.L.Y. Club: Fly Club is our new Wednesday afterschool program starting September 14th. 
Children in grades K-12th are invited to walk, ride the bus, or get a ride to the church after 
school. We will start with a snack (we all know kiddos are hungry after school), then head to the 
classroom for an hour, then meet back up with the large group until pickup around 5:30. F.L.Y. 
Club is designed to build Christian confidence and provide an honest, warm, open space for 
youth to challenge their faith in finding their identity in Christ. The ministry incorporates the 
Word of God, intergenerational friendships, and family mealtime. On the last Wednesday of 
every month, you will have a chance to sit down at a round table with your family and eat 
together. Family mealtime is so important, and it is so easy to get lost in the hustle of life. We 
hope you take advantage of this opportunity and just be with your family. The kiddos will plan 
the meal, help prepare, and serve it. To register your child for F.L.Y. Club please go 
to flcgr.org/youth 
 
Adults and Youth Partnering in Christ: Are you wanting to make a difference in a young 
person’s life just by being a supportive and caring adult? We have a unique opportunity for you 
to be able to do just that.  Did you know that it takes at least five supporting adults in a young 
person’s life so they can develop as a disciple of Jesus Christ for life? Having five adults that they 
can rely on and help them grow as a young person, molds and shapes them into having a 

https://form.jotform.com/222274492786163
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resilient identity in Christ. You can find more information on this study in the LCMS Young Adult 
Research found at www.esource.com.  
 
We are looking for adults that would like to partner with a young person in our afterschool F.L.Y. 
Club Ministry. Your commitment to the young person would be the last Wednesday of every 
month from 4:00-5:30 by attending F.L.Y. Club to meet and help direct and guide the young 
person in the daily activities. The last Wednesday of the month is also dedicated to family 
mealtime. The youth will help prepare and set up for the meal and the family activity. You can 
be a part of that by helping guide the youth in making decisions. Starts September 28th. If you 
are interested in being a champion for the youth, please sign up in the three-ring binder in front 
of the office.   
 

 
Missionary - Hayden Rensner, Serving the Lord in the Czech Republic 
Hayden serves the Lord through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in the Czech 
Republic. In this role, Hayden tutors students from the Luther Academy in Riga, Latvia, in English 
and works with the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession and their mission 
organization, EC M.I.S.E. (which translated into English means Evangelization Center 
Mobilization, Integration, Fellowship, Evangelizing), to provide outreach opportunities in English 
in the Czech Republic. During the summer months, she also helps coordinate summer volunteer 
opportunities throughout the Eurasia region. To follow her and her missionary work check our 

her website - http://www.lcms.org rensner 
 

 

Ruby’s Pantry last distribution was on September 19th. Many 

volunteers showed up to help distribute the food to our community. 
Thank you volunteers for your time and patience! Many people were 

happy with the food they received as it helps with their groceries for the month. Especially as 
prices continue to raise. The next Ruby’s Pantry will be October 17th. 
To participate and purchase a share, the cost is $25 per share, and you will line up on 2nd Avenue 
NE and enter the Grand Rapids Armory from the parking lot. No checks or credit cards will be 
accepted, only cash.  

First Lutheran took over a Ruby's Pantry opening resulting from the closure of the site previously 
held at Redeemer in Cohasset. We have had a total of three pantry events.  (June, July and 
August).  We offer the pantry the third Monday of every month year-round. Updates and an 
approximate list of foods to be distributed can be found on our Facebook page.  The value of the 
food distributed exceeds the $25 fee. The National Guard has generously allowed us to 
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distribute from their facility. To date we have ordered 1,060 shares and have sold 805 
shares.  We are not required to pay for unsold shares. 
Unsold shares have been distributed within the community to Grace House, Hope House, 
National Guard, and households that cannot afford the $25 fee. First Lutheran keeps 10% of the 
receipts and Ruby's Pantry collects 90% to cover their overhead (driver wages, gas and truck 
maintenance, storage, etc). We depend on volunteers to make this program a success.  If you or 
someone you know would like to volunteer either monthly or periodically, please contact Judy 
Peterson or Ricci Peterman.  You do not need to be a member of First Lutheran to volunteer. If 
you cannot volunteer at the armory, you might consider providing snacks (cookies, bars, etc) for 
our volunteers.  You can drop snacks off at church on the Sunday before the pantry or Monday 
morning the day of the pantry. 
 

 

LIBRARY CORNER FOR 

OCTOBER 2022 
Greetings gentle First readers!  

Darlene reports that the total books 

checked out this year through August is 

242. Last year the total through August was 343. Looks like 2021 was a good year for 

reading church library books!  

We’d like to take this time to encourage families with young children to take a look at the 

wonderful assortment of children’s books we have. You’ll soon notice that most shelf 

bins are organized by theme or subject. You’re sure to find something that your child will 

enjoy hearing you read to them or something they may be able to read themselves. – Your 

library volunteers Janie, Darlene and Shela. 

Knowledge is of two kinds. We know a subject ourselves, or we know where we can 

find information on it. – Samuel Johnson 

FORGIVING PARIS by Karen Kingsbury, 813.54 Kin. Taken from the back cover: 

“Could Ashley Baxter Blake’s journey to forgiveness lead her back to the City of 

Lights?...In Indiana, Ashley and her husband are about to take an anniversary trip to 

Paris, where a French gallery will show her paintings. But Ashley is hesitant. More than 

two decades ago, she made her most grievous mistake in the City of Lights. She has 

never forgiven herself for what happened there and still harbors secrets she is afraid will 

be revealed. Just before the trip, Ashley gets a call from her niece living in Paris. Jessie 

explains that her boyfriend’s mother, Alice, remembers working at a bakery with an 

American named Ashley. “Could that be you?” When Alice and Ashley meet, a flood of 

memories comes for both women, taking Ashley back to a reckless affair and an 
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unexpected pregnancy, and Alice to the night she nearly ended it all. Can this reunion 

bring healing and closure? Maybe it is finally time for Ashley to forgive herself…and 

Paris.” 

LETTER KEEPER, THE by Charles Martin, 813.6 Mar. Book 2 – a Murphy Shepherd 

Novel. Taken from the back cover: “Murphy Shepherd has made a career of finding those 

no one else could – survivors of human trafficking His life’s mission is helping others 

find freedom…When his new wife, her daughter, and two teen-age girls are stolen, 

Murphy is left questioning all he has thought to be true. With more dead ends than leads, 

he has no idea how to find his loved ones…Hope feels lost, but Murphy is willing to 

expend his last breath trying to bring them home.” - (Please note that our library has 

Book 1 THE WATER KEEPER. If you’ve read both and liked them, please let us know 

as book 3 THE RECORD KEEPER comes out the summer of 2022.) 

LONG WAY HOME by Lynn Austin, 813.54 Aus. Taken from the back cover: “A 

young woman searches for the truth her childhood friend won’t discuss after returning 

from World War II, revealing a gripping story of courage, friendship, and faith.” “A 

must-read for fans of WWII inspirationals.” 

WATER KEEPER, THE by Charles Martin, 813.6 Mar. Book 1 – a Murphy Shepherd 

Novel. Taken from the back cover: “Murphy Shepherd is a man with many secrets. He 

lives alone on an island, tending the grounds of a church with no parishioners, and he’s 

dedicated his life to rescuing those in peril. But as he mourns the loss of his mentor and 

friend, Murph himself may be more lost than he realizes…When he pulls a beautiful 

woman named Summer out of Florida’s Intercostal Waterway, Murph’s mission to lay 

his mentor to rest at the end of the world takes a dangerous turn. Drawn to Summer, and 

desperate to find her missing daughter, Murph is pulled deeper and deeper into the dark 

and dangerous world of modern-day slavery…With help from some unexpected new 

friends, including a faithful Labrador he plucks from the ocean and an ex-convict named 

Clay, Murph must race against the clock to locate the girl before he is consumed by the 

secrets of his past – the ghosts who tried to bury them.”  

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

Newsletter Article – October 2022 

 

“We Are All Beggars” 
In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes forever. 

Before that happened, the hand that hammered the 95 Theses into the door of the Castle 

Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, penned its final words: “We are all beggars. This 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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is true.” And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free.  

 

Ironic, isn’t it? In order to be free, you must be a beggar. You must be utterly dependent 

and reliant upon God. This makes us uncomfortable – the way we’re uncomfortable when 

someone gets us a Christmas present when we haven’t gotten them one. We feel we owe 

them. And we don’t like being in someone’s debt like that.  

But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. And we’re not just 

anyone’s beggars. We’re God’s beggars. Christ came for sinners. He came to seek and 

save the lost. He came to heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He 

dwells only with sinners.  

If we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the lost, the sick, 

and the dead. We must be willing to be beggars. We must cry out for mercy, for grace, 

and for his undeserved love and kindness. We must be dependent solely on Him and what 

He gives.  

And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything. Forgiveness of sins, salvation 

from death and the devil, and eternal life. This isn’t because of any worthiness or merit in 

us. It is because of His divine goodness, mercy, and grace. On account of Christ’s death 

and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves you, and is pleased with you. You receive 

His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His acceptance, and His inheritance. We are all 

beggars. This is true. 

This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the lifeblood of the Christian Church. God 

justifies us and declares us innocent and righteous by His grace received through faith for 

the sake of Christ. This isn’t because of our works but because of His work on the cross. 

We, who once were enemies of God, are reconciled to Him and made to be His children. 

This is what Luther pointed us to when He took up his pen for the last time and scribbled 

“We are all beggars. This is true.” We are beggars, but we are beggars of the God who 

does not ignore us and who doesn’t pass by us on the other side. We are beggars of the 

One who descended from heaven to make His dwelling with sinners.  

We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and – yes – still in us by 

grace for Christ’s sake. For in the bread and cup that we bless we share together with 

Christ and each other the riches of God’s grace. The riches of this grace – the Gospel in 

sermon and absolution, in Baptism, and in Holy Communion – are so inexhaustible that 

our cups overflow. We, who are God’s beggars, are inexhaustibly satisfied, and we have 

something to give back in thanksgiving and praise.– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: 

lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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This class is a great opportunity to get to know the foundational 

teachings of the church. Come ready to have a great conversation about  

faith and the truth about God’s love. 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse has arrived at First Lutheran. There is a table in the narthex with 

information on this project as well as in the bulletin insert. There are 25 boxes available to pack, 

but you can also get a standard size shoebox to use, and many people choose to buy one made of 

plastic. Boxes are packed for a boy or girl with in three different age ranges to choose from. Bring 

your filled box to church. These boxes will be collected during the week of November 14th. Please 

contact Mary Buech with questions 218.259.4190 or Sue Zeige 701.936.1162. Let’s see what First 

Lutheran can do as we join other area churches to make a difference in kids’ lives. 

 

Women’s Night 
October 18th from 6-9pm. Paint a door mat. Supplies will be provided, and cost is $8.00. No 

experience or creativity necessary. We will walk you through every step and you get to keep your 

door mat. RSVP in the three-ring binder.  

Sign up with Pastor! 

October 1st 9-Noon 
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Rejoice for new recipes and the food God has provided! 

This month’s recipe is Rhubarb Bread. 

 

LWML News 
The LWML Iron Range Zone Fall Rally will be on Tuesday, October 25th at Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, Aurora, MN. Registration is at 9:30am. Rev. Lovejoy will be giving a presentation on 

"Unapologetically Female-Defending what it means to be a woman" at 10:15am. Lunch will be 

served followed by our business meeting. Signup sheet for ride sharing in the3-ring binder outside 

of the office. 

As part of the rally there will be an ingathering for Swaddling Clothes. This is a ministry 

at Redeemer Lutheran, Aurora, MN. Their goal is to help families in need with physical 

items and friendly support.  We will be collecting items at First Lutheran that will be taken 

to the fall rally. Items currently needed are: Mittens-all children sizes, Hooded Baby 

Bath Towels, Unscented Baby Wash, Unscented Baby Lotion and Diaper Rash 

Ointment. There will be a list of the currently needed items and a collection box in the 

lower narthex. Thank you for your support. 

 

 

The First Lutheran Recipe Box 

1 ½ cup brown sugar   1 tsp vanilla 

2/3 cup oil    1 cup buttermilk    

1 egg     1 ½ cup fresh rhubarb, cut fine   

2 ½ cup flour + 2 tbsp   2 Tbsp melted margarine 

1 tsp salt    ¼ cup sugar   

1 tsp soda 

 

Cream brown sugar, oil and egg together. Sift 2 cups flour, salt and soda together; add 

to creamed mixture. Add buttermilk and vanilla. Mix rhubarb with 2 tablespoons flour 

and mix into batter. Place in large greased and floured loaf pan. Combine margarine 

and sugar; sprinkle over top and bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 

 

Rhubarb Bread 
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Are you interested in being a Funeral Work Unit Chairperson? 
We are looking for two chairpersons to chair work unit #1. You will start at the beginning of 2023 

and will receive training from the current chairs. If you are interested, please contact Theresa 

Howrey (218-398-7346) or Carla Taylor (218-326-1843). Please prayerfully consider this need. 

 

 

Would you  like to join the Board of Missions/Human Care? 
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm on the upper floor of the Education Wing. Come 

to one of our meetings and see if it is something you would be interested in. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Day Offering 
This offering will be designated to the Second Harvest Food Shelf. Please remember our families 

who continue to have sufficient food for their family. Keep them in your prayers as you celebrate 

your Thanksgiving. 

 

 

Men’s & Boy’s Fishing Retreat 
Springsteel Resort on Lake of the Woods  

just north of Warroad 

• No passport required to attend.   

• Informational meeting Oct 9th after the 8:00 am service on in the Council Room.  

• If you are interested in going but can’t make the meeting, contact Greg Taylor or 

Dick Buech so we can assess interest relative to boats and reservations. 

 

 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP NEWS & EVENTS 
 

• October 29th, 10am – 5pm, Apologetics for Parents 

▪ LIC is now Hiring – see website for full job descriptions: 

www.islandcamp.org/year-round-employment 
➢ Maintenance Director 

➢ Food Service Director 

▪ November 8th – 13th, Scrapbooking & Quilt Retreat 

http://www.islandcamp.org/year-round-employment
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Sept 2022 

We are so appreciative and thankful for all who helped us obtain 

the new ultrasound in Deer River!!! Amanda Wheelock, RN has 

attended training for the new machine. We are open in Deer River 

Mondays and Thursday 10am 

– 4pm, and in Grand Rapids, Tuesday 11am – 7pm and on 

Wednesday and Thursday 11am – 5 pm. Thank you so 

much for making all that we do possible!!! 

Our Fall Banquet will be held on Oct 3rd.  We are looking 

forward to a great night with “Our Stories of Hope and 

speaker Renee Weedman.” Please call 218-326-0404 if 

you are interested, the RSVP is Sept 19th.  

We are working with a family who is in need of boy’s size 8-10 winter clothes and gloves. We 

would greatly appreciate your help with that need. Also needed are diapers size 5 and 6, and we 

could use Pull-ups size 2T-3T, 3T-4T, and 4T-5T and diaper wipes. 

In Aug, New Beginnings was able to come along-side 33 different individuals and their families, 

11 of which were new. We were able to provide 151 services, some of which included 78 Earn 

While You Learn through Bright Course classes, 1 ultrasound and 19 boutique visits. We have 

recently added a Rental Assistance Program. We have guidelines in place for this new service for 

those who are pregnant or have an infant less than one year of age and find themselves in need 

within the guidelines. 

It is good to work together with you to help our local new mothers, fathers and families to find 

hope and a future. May God bless you all! 

Pictures above of flowers are grown from our spring FlowerPower fundraiser. Fall FlowerPower is on our Facebook 

page now. Karen Kaiser, Trudy Hasbargen, and Chris Orhn working on a craft fundraiser on the picture on the right. 

Crew working on Banquet Invites pictured below. 

Please remember to use Amazon Smile when you shop online! Thank you so much! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0579091 
“One who is gracious to a poor person lends to the Lord, And He will repay him for his good deed.” 

Proverbs 19:17 NASB2020 
Amanda Jo Grovenburg and Trudy Hasbargen Grand Rapids - 218-326-0404 - Deer River - 218-246-2010 

   www.newbeginningspregnancy.com 
 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0579091
http://www.newbeginningspregnancy.com/
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“Sharing the Love of Jesus” 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES - UNAPPROVED 

September 13, 2022 

 

Present:  Brad Benson, Dick Buech, Doug Carlson, Jessica Pellinen, Pastor Lovejoy, 

Mary Buech, Pam Clairmont, Greg Taylor, Linda Urevig, Molly B.   
Call to order:  Dick Buech called the meeting to order at 5:31PM 

Opening devotion and prayer:  Pastor Lovejoy opened with devotion based on Acts 6:1-7 

and prayer 
Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of Agenda 

2. Approval of Minutes 

***Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Consent Agenda with 

additions to New Business (2. Home School Group; 3. Elections). 

Oral Reports of Boards and Committees 

1. Boards of Christian Education & Youth: Report in Packet/Pam C. 
2. Board of Elders: Report in Packet/Brad B.  
3. Boards of Human Care & Missions: Report in Packet/Mary B.  
4. Board of Stewardship: Report in Packet/Doug C. 
5. Board of Trustees: Greg T. brought up several issues: 1. What should be done with 

the piano in the Fellowship Hall?  Is it being used? He will check with Heather; 2. 
What about the drums? The hope is to incorporate them into the 10:30 worship 
service.  Will get plexiglass to put around them; 3. The choir room needs to be 
cleaned and the fire-proof cabinets will be moved there.  Greg T. also stated that the 
Fellowship Hall should be ready to be used by Octoberfest and Sunday Bible Study 
will be held there the same weekend. 

6. AV Ministry Committee: No Meeting 
7. Revolving Trust Fund Committee: No Meeting/Greg T. 
8. Wiebe Grant Committee: No Requests/Greg T.   
9. Direction and Planning Committee: Committee has been working on Octoberfest 

and are planning for 100. 
Family Ministry Program Director’s Report: Report in Packet/Jessica P. 
Pastor’s Report: Report in Packet 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Report in Packet/Molly B. 

YTD income 2022: $227,231.21        YTD income 2021: $200,761.14 

Treasurer’s Report: No Report 
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As of: 
General Fund Chkg: $ 
Building Fund Chkg: $ 
Mortgage loan balance: $ 
Revolving trust fund Chkg: $ 
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the oral and written Board and 
Committee reports. 
Correspondence - None 

Unfinished Business 

1.  Picture Directory Update – Pam C. stated that the directory had been put together and 

sent in.  We will receive a proof copy and hope to have completed directories to 

distribute in December. 
2.  Ruby’s Pantry Update – Mary B. stated that 324 food boxes were ordered for 

distribution in September.  There was a question – Who should have authority to sign for 

the business side of Ruby’s Pantry?  Tom L. has information regarding this and will be 

making the decision. 
3.  Daycare Update – Pastor Lovejoy is still working on it and waiting for licensing 

information and the fire marshal inspection. 
4.  Education Wing Remodel Update – The two bathrooms should be done end of next 

week.  Windows and air conditioners have been ordered. 
5.  Board Directional Goals – If the boards haven’t done so, they should contact Pastor 

Lovejoy to meet with him. 
6.  Organ Issues – A few of the issues have been fixed and two missing pipes were found. 
7.  Employee Insurance Benefits Update – No Report 
New Business 

1.  2023 Budget – All boards are to give their numbers to Jennifer as soon as possible.  

The 2023 Budget will be presented at the October 16th Congregation Meeting. 
2.  Home School Group – Jessica P. stated that there are nine families interested in 

meeting at our church. They are not a part of any of the Home School Co-ops.  They 

would like the use of two classrooms for teaching and would have a meal together.  They 

are requesting to use our space during the school year, one or two times a month (on 

Monday or Tuesday) from 10AM to 2PM. 
***Motion was made, seconded and approved to allow this Home School Group to meet 

here. 

3.  Election – I will send the board member list to each board to help them plan for their 

2023  member needs. 
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Caring and Sharing 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM 

Pastor Lovejoy closed with prayer 

Respectfully submitted, Linda Urevig, Recording Secretary 

COMING EVENTS 

October 4th – Board Meetings 6:30PM or as decided by each board 

October 11th – Council Meeting 5:30 PM 

October 16th – Congregation Meeting after the second service 

 

 

 

 

GIVE ONLINE AT: www.flcgr.org/online-giving 
 
  

Make sure you check Facebook 
First Lutheran Church Grand Rapids, MN | Facebook 

 
 and our website  

www.flcgr.org 
 

 
throughout the week for any changes or 

 updates to our coming events. 
  

 

 

 

 

http://www.flcgr.org/online-giving
https://www.facebook.com/firstlutherangrandrapids/
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May God’s Blessings fall upon you  
like the leaves of Autumn. 

 
 


