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Feb. 26, 2023 

First Sunday in Lent 

This Issue: 

 

 

 

 

Dear Disciples of Christ, 

If you have a problem with your taxes, do you call an accountant or your plumber? Water is pouring from 

your ceiling – do you call your plumber or your doctor? If you need heart surgery, you’ll call the cardiologist, 

right? The answers seem obvious. You call the expert and follow their directions. 

Following directions. When we do, it often works out – especially if the direction-giver is an expert in their 

field. 

Unfortunately, humans can tend to ignore expert directions to follow guidance that sounds better to them. 

This isn’t new. It’s what got us all in trouble in the beginning. God, the Creator and ultimate expert in His crea-

tion, gave Adam one command, “Don’t eat from the tree of the knowledge-of-good-and-evil or you’ll 

die!” (Genesis 2:17) Adam passed the word to Eve. Eve repeated it to the serpent as he tried to get her to eat from 

that tree. Then the serpent said, “You will surely not die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:4-5) Eve ignored God’s expert directions; 

she followed the snake, a creature serving Satan’s interests, and its advice. Her disobedience – and Adam’s fail-

ure to stop her – allowed sin and death into the world. Just like God said. 

When God speaks, we need to listen. He’s the expert in all things, seen and unseen. Immediately after sin 

and death entered His good creation, God made a promise. He said to the serpent, “I will put (hatred) between 

you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His 

heel.” (Genesis 3:15 (NIV)) This good news is God’s promise to destroy Satan’s power to kill and destroy. God 

did this through the woman’s offspring, the Son of God. As we find ourselves trapped in sin, let us rejoice in 

knowing God has rescued us through His Son, Jesus Christ. Let us trust God, the expert in all things, in all 

things. 

      In Christ’s Love, 

      Pastor Jim 

Happy Epiphany 
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In-person worship services are 
held on Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM, 10:45 
AM and Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM. 

First Lutheran Live offers live access to worship services, Bible Studies 
and classes, and small groups through Zoom. The livestream will open 
15 minutes before services start to enable you to catch up with others in 
virtual fellowship. Please submit your prayer requests and any questions 
you may have about the readings, message, or other areas through 
Zoom’s chat feature. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88993441481 

Call 301-715-8592 and enter the following code: 88993441481 

   
Sunday Morning Bible Studies 

Raising Kingdom Kids:  Join Adam and Bekah 
Bower and other parents of young children to take a 
look at Tony Evans Bible study from Focus on the 
Family.  Raising Kingdom Kids equips parents to raise 
their children with a Kingdom perspective and also 
offers practical how-to advice on providing spiritual 
training as instructed in Scripture.  This new study from 9:30-10:25am 
in the Multipurpose Room next to the nursery and library. 

Return to the Lord 

…a key refrain each Lent comes from Joel 2:13, “Return 
to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He 
relents over disaster.” A question in many minds upon 

hearing this is, “HOW DO I RETURN TO THE LORD?” This 
Lent we’ll engage with God’s word each week to see how God invites 
us to return to Him by seeing the many ways people fall away from 
Him through the examples of key events during Holy Week – the disci-
ples in the Garden of Gethsemane, Judas’ betrayal, Jesus’ trial before 
the elders and chief priests, Peter’s denial of Jesus, Pilate’s attempt to 
find truth, the Last Supper, and Jesus’ death and resurrection. Join me 
for our study each week, continuing through April 2nd at 9:20AM in the 
Fellowship Hall, as we live more deeply in the events of Holy Week. ~ 
Pastor Jim 

Ladies’ Sunday Night Bible Study 

Women of Easter starts March 5th thru April 2nd Sunday nights 
on Zoom.  Get your book now at Lifeway.com or Amazon. 
Re ach  ou t  to  S hawn  M a as se l  a t  s m a as -
sel@firstlutheranchurch.org for the Zoom link to join or any 
questions. 

  
“Beautiful Feet” Bible Study 

Around 2000 years ago (some would suggest about the year A.D. 62) 
a physician by the name of Luke was busy writing (for future genera-
tions) a record that we now call the Gospel according to Luke. Luke 
recorded the account of our salvation through Jesus Christ. These 

events that Luke recorded are significant, personally and eternally, for 
you and for me. God has a way of making each of us a part of His sto-
ry. In a very real way, you are the Theophilus (whose name means 
“one who loves God” that Luke addresses at the beginning of his or-
derly account. Come discover how Luke’s Gospel was written for you! 
Join us on Monday evenings via Zoom at 7:30 PM Eastern time to 
study Luke. Contact the church office at flc@firstlutheranchurch.org for 
information on how to receive a Zoom link and study questions from 
Dawn Boyd. 

   
Lunch Bunch Bible Study 

Redemption through the Suffering Servant—a study of Isaiah 40-66 
with Pastor Jim. We’re preparing for and walking through the Lenten 
season by studying God’s Old Testament word  found in Isaiah and 
how He will redeem His creation through His suffering servant, our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Takes place the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month. We gather at 11:30 am for fellowship and bag lunch followed 
by the study at 12 Noon. 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Series 

…God our merciful, loving, ever grace-filled Father in 
heaven sees us all wandering away from Him in any num-
ber of ways. He desires nothing more than that we return 
to Him (Joel 2:13). The Lenten season is a season of re-

flecting on the ways we wander away from God …on the ways we fall 
short of His glory. While we may think we’re unique, we’re not when 
it comes to our wandering. The first Holy Week included many events 
that show the many ways we and others wander from God. But, 
through it all, it shows God’s determination to bring us back to Himself. 
Join us this Lenten season for Wednesday evening worship, as well as 
for special Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services on April 6th and 
7th. 

   
Morning Bible Study 

Join us in-person from 10:45am-12pm as we take a look at 
Max Lucado’s “Its Not About Me”. The book is available thru 
Shawn Maassel—let her know if you will be joining! smaas-
sel@firstlutheranchurch.org. 

  
Men’s Saturday Morning Fellowship 

Boy Scouts have a handbook to help them to become good boy 
scouts. Christians have the Bible which we believe to be the Word of 
God, to enable us to become men and women God wants us to be. 
The secular world says that ignorance of the law is no excuse. We are 
saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  In order to do so, we 
need to read and understand Gods Word, our manual to be a better 
Christian.  Come and join with us every Saturday on Zoom (https://
zoom.us/j/339451332) from10:00am-12:00pm to explore God’s 
Word. 

https://zoom.us/j/339451332
https://zoom.us/j/339451332
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This Week at First Lutheran Church 

All Worship: In-person and Livestreamed 

Sun 26 First Sunday in Lent 

Traditional Worship Service 

Sun. School, Adult Bible Study,  

Confirmation 

Contemporary Worship Serv. 

American Heritage Girls 

Women’s Bible Study 

 

8:00 am 

9:30 am 

 

10:45 am 

3:00 pm 

6:30 pm 

Mon 27 UFO (online) 7:00 pm 

Tues 28 Body & Soul 6:00 pm 

Wed 1 Lenten Wednesday Evening Service 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

6:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

Thurs 2 Body & Soul 

Bible Study-MP Room 

LLPS Staff Meeting 

Mission Board Meeting 

9:30 am 

10:45am 

1:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

Fri 3 OFFICE CLOSED  

Sun 5 Second Sunday in Lent 

Traditional Worship Service 

Sun. School, Adult Bible Study, Confir-

mation 

Contemporary Worship Service 

Women’s Bible Study 

 

8:00 am 

9:30 am 

 

10:45 am 

6:30 pm 

For more info go to www.firstlutheranchurch.org 

Ministry Assistants  

Sunday, February 26, 2023 

 8:00 am 10:45 am 

Acolyte Sophia Sigmon None Assigned 

Reader Julia/Sabrina Sigmon None Assigned 

Usher None Assigned None Assigned 

Altar Guild Stephanie Sainsbury 

During Sun. School The Ims family Nursery  

Assistants  During 2nd Service  

Setup 

Takedown 

Dillon Family 

AHG 

Please be mindful to SHUT OFF lights in the  
Fellowship Hall downstairs and in the hallways.  LLPS  
has noticed they have been left on after Sunday’s fel-
lowship.  Whoever is last to leave the Fellowship hall 
and outside hallway, please make sure the lights are 
OFF!  Our power bill thanks you! 
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God calls us to work in His vineyard using the gifts He has given us 

all in advance – the time associated with our lives; the talents of 
knowledge, skills, and abilities to be His hands, feet, eyes, ears, and lips 
in the world; and our treasure. He calls us to use these gifts generously, 
trusting Him to replenish them as needed, to serve His church and the 
world. Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to serve Him 
with the gifts He has given you. 

Time 

Feed the Homeless:  FLC feeds Calvert County’s homeless at Project 

Echo the 2nd Saturday of each month (Mar. 11). Please see signups 
and recipes at www.firstlutheranchurch.org/outreach. 

Treasure 

…We truly appreciate your continued faithful 
giving in this difficult time. You can continue your support of First Lu-
theran Church by: 

1. On-line: firstlutheranchurch.org/donate-now (be sure to enter 
the web address carefully) 

2. Mail: First Lutheran Church, 6300 Southern Maryland Blvd., 
Huntingtown, MD 20639 

3. Drop off: at the Church office, either in the outside mailbox, or 
in Stephanie Sainsbury’s mail slot in the church hallway. 

Worship Ministry 

God calls us to worship for two reasons. First so we can hear His word 
gladly and receive His grace found in that word. Second, so we can 
thank and praise Him for His infinite grace and bring our requests to 
Him. We do this each day of the week, but especially as we gather 
together as the Body of Christ in worship each Sunday and Wednes-
day. In order to glorify God in worship and joyfully proclaim His word 
God provides through His people the means to worship Him each 
week In our current fiscal year, the administration budget includes: 

 Salaries for Musicians, Accompanists, and Guest Musicians: 
$53,619 

 Operations of Sound and Video Systems: $5,500 

 Licenses for Music, Graphics, Bulletins:  $1,800 
 Supplies (Communion, Oil, Candles, Cleaning): $1,900 

https://www.firstlutheranchurch.org/donate-now

