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1 Peter 2:19-25 

Easter 4A 

May 3, 2020 

“Follow the Leader … All the Way to the End” 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

(NOTE: Before the livestream service began, a “Zoom Bomber” disrupted the opening with a 

tirade of profanity. In response, this sermon as delivered begins with an “ad lib” on John 10:1-10 

before moving into the prepared sermon on 1 Peter 2:19-25.) 

Great teachers … and we have many of them with us today, include both people in our lives 

and our life experiences. In my own life, I think of great teachers like Mrs. Wong, Mr. Urich, and 

Mr. Simpson … coaches like Mr. Smith … and bosses like Colonels Pugsley, Benjamin, 

Wakefield and Ward. I learned much about how to use my gifts from these great examples. I also 

learned from some others … ones my wife would call “Horrible Warnings.”  

I’ve also learned from experiences. Late night walks through inner city neighborhoods to find 

an impounded car … broken down cars on dark country roads … conflicts in the grandstands … 

failing tests. And there are also the bad experiences where I learned some lessons too. 

We’ve been hearing from Peter … a guy who understands how we learn. He knows because 

he’s been there. Based on his experiences and role models, Peter teaches us how to live our 

Christian lives. He reminds us we’ll fall short of God’s glory, but God’s mercy is there when we 

for us. We may feel like crying, “Woe is me!” as we try to struggle through trials and tribulations 

on our own … but by His Word and promise God picks us up. He forgives our moments of doubt 

and unbelief … strengthens our faith … and enable us to shout “Woe! Be gone!”  

We shout, “Woe! Be gone!” because of Jesus, the Son of God, who shed His blood for us … 

yet even still, we can be distracted by tumult in the world. We can lose our focus on the One who 

helps us through those tumults. Peter urges us to regain and sharpen that focus through God’s 
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Word and prayer which infuses our faith with antibodies to ward off the deadly effects of sin. 

God promises, by His Word, to strengthen our faith, to forgive our sins, and to hear our prayers.  

Peter continues teaching about his role model saying, (1 Peter 2:21) “Christ also suffered for 

you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His steps.” 

God has inspired Peter to teach us to live our lives by modeling them after the experienced 

footsteps of Jesus. He’s calling on us to honor God, our Father and creator, by living the lives 

He’s given us in accord with His Word … despite the persecution we might receive from an 

unbelieving world around us.  

Regardless of age, I hope you’ve played “Follow the Leader” or “Simon Sez.” They’re fun, 

easy games to play! You simply do what the leader does or says to do. If you don’t or can’t … 

you’re out. You lose. The winner is the one who can do whatever the leader does … all the way 

to the end. Sounds pretty easy … doesn’t it?  

Peter writes, (1 Peter 2:21) “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

might follow in His steps.” If Peter were a 21st century marketeer, he might’ve fashioned a 

simple rubber bracelet with “WWJD” on it … “What would Jesus do?” And so, Peter tells us 

what our leader, Jesus Christ does so that we can answer the WWJD question … or play “Follow 

the Leader.” How’s that look for us? Peter gives us an idea, (1 Peter 2:23a) “When He was 

reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten …” 

Jesus is God … the all-powerful, the almighty, the all-knowing God. At any moment, He 

could have summoned the entirety of His divine powers against His persecutors. But … He 

didn’t. As His pathetic enemies, the Sanhedrin and temple guard, ridiculed and slandered Him … 

He didn’t call them out. He simply went about His business. As His pitiful torturers threatened 

Him … He didn’t fight back. He simply went about His business.  
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He trusted His Father. He waited for Him to take care of things while He simply went about 

His business. Knowing what was to take place, (1 Peter 2:23b) “(He) continued entrusting 

Himself to Him who judges justly.” This is the example, the footsteps, we’re called to follow. 

How hard is it for us to follow this example when we’re wronged, persecuted by other’s 

words and actions? Most of us haven’t been attacked in even the smallest way as Jesus was 

attacked. We may think we’ve been persecuted … or are being persecuted … but, compared to 

Jesus … compared to many of our brothers and sisters in Christ living in other parts of the world 

… our persecution is really pretty mild. Yet … we do live in the place God has placed us. And 

so, mild as it may seem, our persecution is still real. And so … how do we respond?  

Do we assert our rights to pay and promotion … or do we simply go about our business 

letting our work ethic, kindness, loyalty, fairness, and honestly show through in our persecution?  

Do we aspire to worldly popularity, approval from others, notoriety and fame among our 

peers … or do we simply go about our business willingly humbling ourselves to the greater good 

knowing God’s approval is sufficient?  

Do we continually seek after more and better and bigger things to satisfy our desires for 

comfort and ease … or do we simply go about our business recognizing the source and purpose 

of our wealth as we freely share it with others knowing God continues to supply our needs? 

Do we seek worldly victory in the eyes of men … or do we see the eternal victory that is 

already ours as we follow our leader? 

Jesus knew His business. He knew His Father sent Him to shepherd His people. To teach by 

His words. To lead by His example. Throughout His ministry, Jesus knew where He was being 

led by His Father … yet, (1 Peter 2:23b) “(He) continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges 

justly.” What would Jesus do? It shouldn’t have been a mystery to Peter. Jesus clearly taught that 
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He’d suffer and be killed. (Mark 8:32-33) “And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 

But turning and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 

you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.’”  

Jesus trusted His Father’s will to save Peter … along with all the apostles and those who 

reviled Him, who caused His suffering, to include you and me … even as Peter buckled under 

the world’s persecution to deny Jesus … not once, but three times! Nevertheless, (1 Peter 2:24) 

“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.”  

Jesus suffered because of and for us. He sacrificed His life for ours. He carried our sins to the 

Cross. He never sinned. He never uttered a single deception from His mouth. Yet He willingly, 

selflessly submitted to suffering an unjust punishment to pay the price necessary to rid us of our 

sin. His body, filled with the sins of the whole world was bruised, battered, bloodied, and broken. 

He ceased to live His life of holiness so that we might no longer live our lives dedicated to sin. 

By His stripes … vicious wounds … He has brought us healing us from the deadly, mortal 

injuries sin inflicts on each of us. Through His death, Jesus defeats the power of sin. By His 

resurrection, He conquers the power of death … giving all who believe in Him new life.  

Through His suffering all who believe in Him are assured of forgiveness of their sins. 

Forgiveness for the times we forget to follow our leader and His selfless example. Forgiveness 

for the times we selfishly seek to assert our own good at the expense of the greater good … when 

we seek the approval and applause of the world around us … when we fail to trust God’s rich 

provision as we keep His gifts to us from others in need … when we become satisfied with 

victory in the world at all costs. Jesus, our leader, has secured our forgiveness for these sins and 

more! He enables us to die to sin so they no longer motivate or energize us! He enables us to live 
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instead for the righteousness of God as God’s will becomes our motivator and energizer. For 

some of us, it may seem impossible to follow our leader … but with God, all things are possible. 

You won’t often find Charles Darwin used as a “good example” in Christian churches. 

However, Pastor Herbert Vander Lugt noted that even Darwin couldn’t help but see the work of 

the Holy Spirit in transforming people by faith. When he arrived at Tierra del Fuego at the 

southern tip of South America, he found a tribe of people who exhibited horrifying savagery that 

nearly defied description. In time, Christian missionaries brought God’s Word to these people … 

it transformed them in such a way that even Darwin acknowledged “the gospel does transform 

lives” and made annual contributions to the mission’s work until he died.  

This is all possible on account of Jesus’ suffering. Peter urges us to follow our leader through 

faith-filled prayer and study of God’s Word where we learn from Him and His example. By the 

power of the Holy Spirit we are sanctified, gradually made more Christ-like … more holy. As we 

look back on our lives of faith … we can see the Spirit at work. We see how sin decreases in our 

lives, righteousness increases. Our eyes are gradually opened to see that our troubles and trials 

and suffering have been transformed … from our misery to our opportunities for ministry. 

Through God’s Word and prayer, we are transformed … we are conformed to God’s will.  

Conformed to God’s will, we follow the leader, our Lord Jesus Christ. We trust Him to 

oversee our lives. We trust Him to shepherd us through our suffering in the valley of the shadow 

of death … into the green pastures and still waters of His house where we shall live forever. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!   

James Kent 


