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April 19, 2020 

“Woe, Be Gone!” 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Peter opens His letter to Jewish and Gentile Christians located in Asia Minor, today’s 

Turkey. It’s several hundred miles from Christianity’s epicenter of Jerusalem and several 

decades from the resurrection of Jesus. He says, (1 Peter 1:3-9) “Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead …” 

These words of faith and hope are written by the same Peter who experienced several times 

of failed faith and hope in his own trials. But he also experienced repentance, forgiveness, and 

restoration. Peter’s audience in Asia Minor was experiencing its own trials … they were being 

persecuted for their faith. Because they wouldn’t participate in the state-sponsored, religious 

worship of the Caesar they lost jobs and community standing, they lost freedom and dignity, they 

lost family, and some even lost their lives … all because they were putting their hopes in Jesus 

Christ, the resurrected Son of God. Despite their persecution, Peter opens his letter, “Blessed be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” – blessed is the One in whom you’ve put your 

faith in … even though your faith is causing grief and trials.  

There are worse things in this pandemic we find ourselves in, but I do miss baseball … one 

of my favorite movies, A League of Their Own, is about a team of women baseball players. One 

of most memorable lines occurs as one of the players starts crying when the manager chews her 

out for a bad decision. He yells at her, “Are you crying?! There’s no crying in baseball!”  

Peter’s not chewing out the church for making bad decisions. But he is saying, in a way, 

“There’s no ‘woe is me’ in a life of faith!” Peter’s been there … he’s gone through the trials … 
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he’s fallen on numerous occasions. Peter knows where these believers are – he’s been there 

himself. Peter knows where we are too – he’s been there himself. Peter gets us! He’s experienced 

“woe is me” and he’s seen God’s mercy and the new hope that comes with it!  

Think about Peter in just a few of the instances where he might’ve experienced “woe is me.” 

Recall … it was Peter who asked Jesus to allow him to walk across the water – only to sink as 

his faith weakened. It was Peter Jesus chewed out saying, (Matthew 16:23) “Get behind me 

Satan!” after he rebuked Jesus for even thinking that He must die on the cross. It was Peter who 

selfishly wanted to know what was in it for him asking Jesus, (Matthew 19:27) “See, we have 

left everything to follow You. What then will we have?” Peter’s been there. He’s experienced 

“woe is me.” Peter gets us as we experience the same. 

Peter gets judges and bakers who’ve been hauled into court, their livelihoods taken from 

them because they desire to live faithfully according to God’s Word. Peter gets doctors and 

nurses who’ve had to make the tough choices between practicing their lifesaving vocations and 

losing work because they refuse to give up protecting the sanctity of all life … from womb to 

tomb. Peter gets teachers who won’t be forced to teach topics that run counter to their beliefs 

based on the truth found in God’s Word. Peter gets us all.  

Peter encourages us with God’s promise, (1 Peter 1:5-6) “You, who by God's power are 

being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you 

rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials.” 

Peter knows God never promises heaven here on earth … but He does promise to be with us as a 

strengthening presence in our lives as we face those trials. He promises, the troubles will not last 

forever – “this too shall pass.” He promises that good will come from these trials … renewed 

faith and trust in God’s Word. And finally, He promises that His people will be compensated 
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with an inheritance worth more than the purest of highly refined gold – eternal life in the 

kingdom of heaven saying to Peter, (Luke 18:29-30) “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who 

has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who 

will not receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.” 

So, based on his own experience with God, Peter encourages his hearers … those 1st century 

converts in Asia Minor and you and me today … “There’s no ‘woe is me’ in a life of faith!” 

How can there be? After all, God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:3) “has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” We 

have a living hope in an inheritance that is impervious to death, that is perfect and pure, that will 

never lose its pristine quality … and this inheritance is ours already! God Himself is keeping it, 

protecting it, waiting to give it to us. This inheritance is ours and can never be taken away from 

us … by anyone or anything! How can we even say, “Woe is me!” 

I don’t need to tell you though … the trials do come. They seem to come fast and furious! 

They hammer us daily! The pure gift from God of our faith, our hope, our trust in Him becomes 

corrupted, defiled, and it fades under the weight of the trials the world brings into our lives. We 

can begin to mix in faith, hope, and trust in things besides God to help us through the trials and 

tribulations we face. We trust in our own possessions and abilities. We allow the world to direct 

the use of our time, talent, and treasure. Like Peter, we can take our eyes off Jesus in the midst of 

the storm … we begin to sink in the water. Like Peter, we can put our own needs for security 

first, thinking we know better than God what to do … we begin to fall away from God and His 

promises. We cry, “Woe is me!” as our faith and hope become diluted with impurities. 

And Peter knows where we are … despite our trials, tribulations, and persecutions he begs us 

to remember, (1 Peter 1:3) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 
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to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead.” Remember, our creator blessed us! He has caused us to be born 

again! He enables us to have a living hope … all because His Son, Jesus, suffered, died, and rose 

to new life on that first Easter nearly 2000 years ago. 

Jesus never said, “Woe is me!” … even as He journeyed to the Cross. In the Garden, trusting 

His Father in heaven, knowing His Father’s loving desire to show His mercy and grace to His 

creation … to you and me … Jesus prayed, (Luke 22:42-43) “‘Father, if You are willing, remove 

this cup from Me. Nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.’ And there appeared to Him an 

angel from heaven, strengthening Him.” While His Father in heaven guarded Him all the way 

through that torturous night … He witnessed Peter’s denial … not once, but three times! Peter 

bowed his head to cry. “Woe is me!” Peter truly gets us. And Jesus died … for Peter and the 

apostles, for you and me, and for all mankind in order to eliminate the eternal effects of sin and 

death from all who believe. He died for the salvation of all our souls! 

Seeing Jesus’ die, the disciples went away sad, despondent, beating their breasts saying, 

“Woe is me!” They locked themselves away in a dark room, wailing, “Woe is me!” as they 

mourned Jesus’ death … fearing the persecution that was sure to come. Suddenly, a vision 

appeared before them … and it spoke … (John 20:19-20) “‘Peace be with you.’ When He had 

said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw 

the Lord.” It wasn’t a vision … it was Him … it was Jesus Himself … alive, risen from the dead! 

Then, He spoke! The risen Word made flesh, forgave them all their sins … for their corrupted 

faith and faded hope in Him. He caused them to be born again … He restored them to their 

inheritance as children of God. Their cries are transformed – from “Woe is me!” to “Woe, be 

gone!” Then Jesus gave them the authority to continue His ministry of forgiveness of sins 
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saying, (John 20:22-23) “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”  

The same authority exists in the church today when your faith, your hope, your trust in God 

becomes corrupted, defiled, and fades under the weight of the trials the world brings into our 

lives. Through His church, you are forgiven. For the times you begin to mix in faith, hope, and 

trust in things besides God to help you through the trials and tribulations you face … you are 

forgiven. For the times you put your trust in your own things and abilities, allowing the world to 

direct the use of your time, talent, and treasure … you are forgiven. Your faith is restored. Your 

inheritance – imperishable, undefiled, and unfading – is assured. On account of our faith in our 

risen Lord, Jesus Christ – “Woe, be gone!”  

Peter reminds us all, (1 Peter 1:8-9) “Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though 

you do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 

with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” One day, we will 

find ourselves with Peter … and Thomas … and all the saints across the ages dwelling in the 

inheritance our Father promises to all who, by the power of the Holy Spirit, believe in Him. 

We’ll grab hold of a gift more precious than perfectly refined gold … the salvation of our souls 

dwelling in everlasting life in the new creation. Until then we boldly command, “Woe, be gone!” 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! … He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

James Kent 


