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April 5, 2020 

The Great Exchange 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Have you ever made an exchange like this? You get someone else’s debt … all of it … it 

becomes yours. Their student loans. Their car payments. Their mortgage. Their credit score … 

all theirs becomes yours! And they get … your house, accounts, and good name … all yours 

becomes theirs! 

You get to take care of their sick dog … who growls at you whenever you enter the room. 

They sit on your sofa, streaming Netflix on your big screen TV … with Rover on their lap. 

Ever made an exchange like this? Or maybe sort of like this? I exaggerate to make a point. 

Right now, many people are out there living an exchange somewhat like this. Nurses and 

doctors and first responders … people working in grocery stores and pharmacies … people 

hauling commodities … and neighbors running errands to the store, watching kids, offering to 

help in any way they can … all of them … giving all they have so others of us can survive this 

horrible virus. Through these … and others we get a glimpse of the greatest of all exchanges ...  

Martin Luther likened what Jesus did for us as “The Great Exchange.” Jesus emptied Himself 

of His righteousness … to fill us with it. All of it becomes ours! And Jesus, takes our sins upon 

Himself to deliver us from them … all of them! What an exchange … huh? God’s Word through  

Paul explains it this way, (Philippians 2:6-8) “Though (Jesus) was in the form of God … (He) 

emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 

found in human form, He humbled Himself…” 

Our Confirmands have been studying what Jesus did for us… “Christ’s Humiliation.” Christ 

humiliated Himself for us. When we picture Jesus, many of us picture Him as a person – a baby 
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in the manger … a man who did miracles and taught wisely … a man suffering and dying on a 

Cross. But it wasn’t always that way. In fact, when we open the Gospel of John, we read these 

words, (John 1:1, 14) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Through the Word … not any 

kind of material … creation was spoken into existence. And the Word lived in heaven with His 

Father … Jesus, the Son of God, since before the beginning of time, lived with His Father in the 

eternal bliss of heaven. And then the Word became flesh … born of a woman.  

Jesus’ humiliation began when He was born. We might think … so … that’s not such a big 

deal. It’s not so bad being a person. But think for a second … would you be willing to give all 

that up? Would you give up everything you had … to dwell in the flawed, sin-filled world we 

call home … to save people who didn’t care about you in the first place? And, if being born 

wasn’t enough … the humiliation grew as Jesus went on with His life.  

The Gospel today recounts Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem … it’s a major turning point 

in the battle between good and evil, light and dark, God and Satan. The fight had gone many 

rounds to this point … Jesus’ triumphal entry signaled the start of the final round … the end of 

His time of humiliation. In the preliminary rounds Jesus, the Son of God, fought with His mighty 

right arm tied behind His back. The God-man, exerted His Godly powers on occasion to show 

unbelieving eyes that He was, in fact, God. He saw into the hearts of sinners … forgiving the 

likes of the sinful woman at the well and Zacchaeus the tax collector. He produced miraculous 

food and drink … turning water into wine and feeding the multitudes with 5 loaves of bread and 

2 fish. He demonstrated His mastery over His creation … calming tumultuous storms and 

walking on water. He even displayed power over illness, disability, and death … healing all 

manner of illness, casting out demons, and raising Lazarus from the dead.  
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Indeed, Jesus knew He was God … with all the powers of God. As He triumphally entered, 

He could’ve used His Godly powers for His own benefit. He could’ve rode in on a mighty 

warhorse. He could’ve wielded His mighty right arm against the enemy occupiers. He could’ve 

easily granted the people’s wishes heard in their praises, (John 12:13) “Hosanna! Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” He could’ve called fire from 

heaven. Called the earth to split open and swallow His enemies. Or just made them disappear 

from the face of the earth. He could’ve exalted Himself and made it all go away.  

As we put ourselves in palm waving crowd … where would we be? How would we react? 

My guess is most of us, as we shout loud “Hosannas” … “Save us!” … we’d want Jesus to do 

just that! Come down right now! Jesus serve our cause … implement our vision of a just society 

... make the changes we desire! Come down right now! Rid the world of those godless heathens 

who force me to comply with their agenda. Come down right now! Rid us of these deadly 

pestilences … be it COVID-19 or cancer or Alzheimer’s. Come down right now! Teach all these 

godless pagans who the one true God is with Your judgment. Come down right now! Like the 

crowds on the road to Jerusalem waving their palms, we wave our palms wanting Jesus to deliver 

us with His mighty right arm and otherworldly powers … right now … from the things that 

cause us pain, discomfort, confusion, and chaos … to make this world we live in the world run 

according to our will. And it’s okay to ask God for these things, but sometimes, whether we 

know it or not, our flawed will is counter to His perfect will. And Jesus didn’t come into His 

creation to win a popularity contest. In these times, when our cause or vision or desires aren’t 

met the way we want … do we, and those around us, move on to another savior … much like the 

crowds moved on to Barabbas and the Pharisees days after lauding Jesus with their “Hosannas”? 

Yet Jesus focused solely on His Father’s will. Jesus knew the darkness that awaited. He 

urged His disciples, as He urges you and me today, “(John 12:36) ‘While you have the light, 
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believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.’ Trust in me. Trust in my promises. I will 

be with you … even in the darkness that is coming.” 

Jesus knew how the battle would play out. The great exchange must take place as His Father 

planned. Jesus, knowing our sinful weakness … the world’s selfish desires, (Philippians 2:8b) 

“Humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 

Jesus downward spiral into humiliation continued as He endured the most humiliating, 

shameful form of execution ever devised … crucifixion. Reserved for the lowest dregs of 

society. Criminals were hung entirely naked, beaten, tortured, and ridiculed as they slowly 

suffocated to death. This is the way Jesus died … for us … for our sins and the sins of all 

mankind. But this Great Exchange was necessary for our salvation. Jesus, the perfect man, in 

total humiliation took upon Himself … all of our debts … every sin ever committed by us or 

anyone else. All of it … became His. And there He died … His humiliation complete. 

He died and was buried … having exchanged His life for ours … having exchanged His 

perfect holiness for our sins … sins that were taken into the grave and buried with Him. And His 

exaltation begins … from the tomb Jesus victory march commences! 

Because of His obedience to His Father’s will, (Philippians 2:9-10a) “God has highly exalted 

Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow …”  And so, all people from across the ages are drawn to His victory march! 

First, to all the knees “under the earth” as He marches down through the Gates of Hell to 

face of Satan and his minions who’ve rejected God and His Word, “Your power from sin. Gone. 

The world and all mankind … they are mine! And these sins … you can keep them … I have 

forgiven all who believe in Me! They shall be with Me…  for all eternity!”  

Then, three days later, the march continues before all the knees “on earth” as He marches up 

from the grave to new life… defeating the power of death. There the disciples across the ages, 
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including you and me and all believers, by the power of the Holy Spirit, call on Jesus’ name and 

(Philippians 2:11) “Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father.” Thus 

believing, He calls to us to join with Him on the march as it journeys to its next destination …  

As we journey, it’s not easy. Jesus tells us, (John 12:26) “If anyone serves me, he must follow 

Me; and where I am, there will My servant be also.” Serving Jesus means giving up our causes, 

visions, and desires to humbly serve God’s causes, visions, and desires. As we humbly journey, 

Jesus promises to be with us every step of the way. The reality is that we can’t, in this life, equal 

Jesus in our humility and servant hearts. But we can imitate Him to the best of our abilities. We 

can ask God, as Jesus did, for the strength to continue. When we stumble, even if we move to 

another savior, we can return to God our Father in humble repentance … to receive His mercy 

and forgiveness. And then, by the power of the Holy Spirit, out of love for God and thanks for all 

He has done for us through Christ, we can rejoin the victory march using the gifts He’s given us 

– time, talent, and treasure – in humble service to others in physical and spiritual need.   

Jesus’ victory march concludes as He reaches all the knees “in heaven.” There, He sits at His 

Father’s right hand … with the angels and saints singing praise to Him. Jesus, the Word made 

flesh, has returned back to His throne, the exalted ruler of all creation, the King of kings, the 

Lord of lords. The Great Exchange is complete … through His humiliation, we have been 

exalted … and when He returns in His full power and might, He will bring us and all who 

believe to His heavenly kingdom where (2 Timothy 2:12) “we will also reign with Him.” 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

James Kent 


