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Dear Children of God, 
First Notes usually contains my thoughts on a part of God’s Word 
we’ll hear from during worship.  This week, however, I received 
some encouraging words from Rev. Mark Schroeder, a part of the 
Southeastern District staff. In this time of great uncertainty and 
fear, I found his thoughts to be an encouraging and comforting 
reminder of God’s work in His creation … even today. 
Pastor Schroeder writes of God’s perfect love and how that love 
drives out any fear we might have. God’s Word reminds us that 
“God is love …  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear. For fear has to do with punishment (1 John 4:16b,18).” 
 

“There is much fear circulating. The 
coronavirus is at pandemic proportions around the 
world and the death toll is rising. Economic 
uncertainty is at pandemic proportions also. The 
media reports are just as infectious at causing 
heightened anxiety. 

 

“Most of us have given some thought to 
addressing the fear of the virus by resorting to 
physical precautions—proper handwashing, face 
masks, avoiding crowds by staying at home, 
passing around hand sanitizer. 

 

“Of course, for us Christians, we have the Lord 
and his good will for our lives to calm our 
fears. But that begs a question. Is the Lord the 
cause of this? In all honesty, he could be. It would 
be just for him to send this plague to the world to 
punish it for sin—you and me included. Some folks 
are claiming just that. We all deserve a plague and 
its life ending result. 

 

“But Saint John in 1 John 4:18 reminds us—
those who are in Christ—that is not the case. We 
have been ‘sanitized’ completely by the work of 
Jesus on the cross. As a result of his work, there is 
no punishment for us for our sin. Jesus took that 
upon himself because he didn’t want you and me 
to bear it. That work was perfect love 
manifest. And because that is true, John says, it is 
the solution for managing our fear—both physical 
and spiritual. 

 

“So, in these uncertain times, continue to hold 
on to the truth that in Jesus we experience perfect 
love. His love ‘sanitized’ us completely. The Lord is 
not out to get us with this virus. It is just another 
profound way for him to open people’s hearts to 
know that he loves both us and them 
perfectly. And it is a profound opportunity for us to 
reflect that perfect love by demonstrating in word 
and actions that we can live fearlessly since we 
know full well that he is caring for us perfectly.” – 
Rev. Mark Schroeder,  

         Southeastern District (LCMS) 
 

The “living water” Jesus speaks of as He encounters the 
Samaritan woman at the well is faith and trust in God and His 
Word. There we find hope as His Word helps us to endure in 
times of suffering (Romans 5:1-5). Trusting God’s perfect love, 
we come to Him first. In prayer, we ask Him to protect us and 
guide those He has gifted with abilities to care for us and find new 
ways to protect us. In prayer we trust, “Thy (not my) will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.” 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Jim 

     

 

Prepare for worship this Sunday.  Our readings for 
March 15th will be Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-8; 

 and John 4:5-30, 39-42 
 

 
 
 

 

This Week at FLC 
 

Sunday 
 

15 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
Contemporary Worship Service 
Festival Choir Practice 
Altogether Beautiful Bible Study  
Youth Group 

   

  8:00a  

10:45a  
  4:00p 
  6:30p 
  6:30p 

 

Monday 

 

16 
 

UFO Craft Night 
Beautiful Feet Bible Study 

   

  6:00p 
  7:30p    

 

Tuesday 
 

17 
 

Body & Soul  
Body & Soul  
Deacons Meeting 

   

  9:15a 
  6:00p  
  7:00p   

 

Wednesday 

 

18 

 
 

Wednesday Evening Worship  

      

  6:30p  
 

Thursday 

 

19 

 

Body & Soul 
Body & Soul 
 

  9:15a 
  6:00p 

 

Friday 
 

20 
 

Body & Soul (make-up) 
   

  6:00p 

Saturday 

 

21 

 

Men’s Morning Bible Study 
 

   

  9:00a  
 

 

Sunday  

 

22 

PA 

Traditional Worship Service 
Contemporary Worship Service 
American Heritage Girls 
Altogether Beautiful Bible Study  
Youth Group 
 

   

  8:00a  

10:45a  
  2:00p 
  6:30p 
  6:30p 

 

FLC office Hours:  Monday - Thursday –9:00a - 4:00p 
 

              

 
“The Wine Sign” is the lesson for 

this week. While Jesus and His mother 
are guests at a wedding in Cana, Mary 
asks Him to assist the wedding hosts, 
who have run out of wine. In Jesus’ first 
recorded miracle, He changes a large 

volume of plain water into wine that is superior to what has 
already been served. Those who witnessed this miracle 
marvel at what He has done. Discuss, “What wonders 
does God still work through His people?” 

 
 

 

          

 

         



 
 
 
 
                    Easter Lilies 

          The lily is the Easter flower.  Help beautify our chancel 
          area in honor or in memory of a loved one.  Sign-up on  
          the display board available in the Lobby.    
          Cost: $8.00 per potted plant.  
          Tricia Smeltzer, Altar Guild 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 

July 13-17, 2020 

Ages 4 – 8th grade 
 

 

Register now for VBS!  Forms are 

available online at www.firstlutheranchurch.org or in the 

church lobby.  Volunteer sign up is available in the church 

lobby.  DCE Shawn Maassel 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 

 
 

Opportunities to GROW 
in God’s Word 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study 
9:25-10:25am. – Multipurpose Room  

 
 

 
 

 
 

March 8 - April 5, 2020 
 

“Making Your Case for Christ” 
 

In his bestselling book The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel 

retraced his spiritual journey from atheism to faith by showing 

how the evidence he obtained from experts in the field of 

history, archaeology, and ancient manuscripts led him to the 

verdict that Jesus truly was the Son of God. 

~ Neil Kennedy   

 

Mondays  
 “Beautiful Feet” 

 
 

 

      The Gospel According to Matthew includes thirty 
references to the kingdom of heaven.  The  
“Kingdom” was something for which Jewish people were 
hoping and waiting.  It would be the culmination of all their 
needs, their desires, and their dreams.  When the Promised 
One, the King, came, everything would be all right.  All 
people, no matter when or where they live---no matter what 
their nationality or country---have needs, desires, hopes and 
dreams.  Can the answer to all our searchings be found in the 
King and the Kingdom, promised by God?  How does a 
person become a citizen of this kingdom?  What duties and 
responsibilities does citizenship in this kingdom bring? (quote 
from Pauline and Leonard Erdman).  This study is meant to 
enhance the Gospel readings from Lectionary Year A so that 
by the season of Pentecost the entire book of Matthew has 
been studied in depth. 
 

        Join our Beautiful Feet on a journey to study the Gospel 
of Matthew on Monday evenings at 7:30 PM (EST) using the 
platform Zoom via smart phones or iPads or desktop 
computers.  Contact Dawn Boyd (dawn_boyd@me.com) for 
information on how to use your email address to receive an 
invitational link.  Jesus followers from locations around the 
country gather together via the Holy Spirit and our screens.  
There is currently a group meeting at the home of Bill and 
Cindy Peil that signs on from that location.  Get your email 
address registered with Dawn.  The class study book can be 
obtained from Concordia Publishing House (cph.org) or 1-
800-325-3040.  The item is from Concordia’s Lifelight series 
and is item # 203301 (Matthew Part 1 student’s guide and 
enrichment magazine) and it sells for $9.99.  Behold! A light in 
the darkness! Our King is the answer! 
 

 

Wednesdays  
 

 

~ Wednesday Lunch Bunch ~  
Fellowship & Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Wed. of each month  

ALL AGES WELCOME 
Bring your own lunch  

Multipurpose Room + 11:30am 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Wednesday Evening Worship Service 

 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
Another opportunity to worship, pray, commune & 
fellowship with fellow-believers. Come and learn basic 
biblical principles for living life abundantly.  
 
 
 

Saturdays 
 

Men’s Bible Study at 9:00am 
 
 

 

Please come and join us in our prayer, fellowship and 
study. John Stellabotta 
 

  +   +   +   + 
 

Prayer Ministry 
           of First Lutheran Church 

 

 

Prayer is the privilege of every Christian.  Through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection God brings forgiveness of sins and 
makes every believing person part of His family, the church.  
At the initiative of His grace, the Holy Spirit empowers faith for 
eternal life as well as faith for answered prayer.  Prayer is 
conversation between a child of God and their heavenly 
Father. 

Pray continually; give thanks 
in all circumstances...” 1 Thess. 5:17-18a 

 

 

Our Country: President, Vice President, Congress, Leaders 
Local, National, & International. 
 

For Those Currently serving in the Military.    
 

 

Our God is compassionate… Psalm 116:5 
 

 
 

 

“I am the Lord who heals you…”  Exodus 15:26 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Prayer requests may be submitted to the church’s email address, 
through the website, or by calling the church office (410-257-3030).  
Prayer requests may be removed after 3 weeks pending updates.  
 

 

       
      

      Little Lambs Preschool         
 

 

It’s time to think about registering for Fall, 2020.  
We currently have openings for children ages 3 & 4, and a 
wait list for 2’s. Please let your friends and neighbors know 
about your school.   
Contact Angie at angelsbox@aol.com or 410-257-3530 for 
more information.  ~Angie Hohl, LLPS Program Director 
 

http://www.firstlutheranchurch.org/
mailto:dawn_boyd@me.com)


 
 

Human Care Ministry News 
Wendy Kirkpatrick, (Human Care) 

Chairperson 
Volunteers and Donations always welcomed! 

 

 
 

The Mobile Compassion Center is a ministry of the 
Lutheran Mission Society. Their mission is to bring healing, 
health and wholeness to individuals, families and 
communities who are dealing with conflict and disease, 
through the power of Jesus Christ and the servanthood of 
compassionate care givers. This Compassion Trailer 
provides slightly used clothing, personal items, and small 
household goods at very low prices. 

Since Jan 2018 we have assisted almost 400 individuals 
through this ministry! 

If you find that you have 2 hours to spare to help man the 
trailer for just one shift, please let Tammie Lauer know.  
Please also consider donating any clothing or household 
items which can be dropped off when the trailer is at First 
Lutheran (preferable date for donations is on the Saturday 
the trailer is here). 

Please keep these dates in mind: The trailer will be here 
again: 

Apr 9, 10 & 11. 

The Compassion Trailer is stationed at First Lutheran 
Church on the second full Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
of each month.  

I would like to thank the faithful volunteers who have 
helped to allow this ministry to continue.  You are a 
blessing to this community. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Please volunteer to help with coffee hours.  Each Sunday, 
it is always nice to have a light snack between services or 
to enjoy during Bible study.  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the multipurpose room for families to volunteer to bring in 
food.  Fellowship provides the coffee/tea.  We are looking 
for volunteers to help with coffee hour, and volunteers for 
maintaining the coffee hour.  This is a small position with 
fellowship, but such a HUGE help!   

   Please see Fellowship Chair-Patricia Hopkins  

 
 

          Ministry Assistants for This Week   
3/15 8:00 10:45 

Acolyte Clarissa Callis Kat Hansen 

Crucifer Julia Sigmon Drew Cummings 

Com Asst. Shawn Maassel Kevin Hohl  

Deacon Ardith Harle Rich Hoeferkamp 

Lectors Kristy Lester Melli Lantz 

Greeters Anna Richnafsky   

Nursery N/A Wendy Kirkpatrick 

Ushers Keith Sainsbury 
Paul Maassel 

 

Mark Brunworth 
Wayne Daniel 

Jeff Lauer 

Altar Guild Stephanie Sainsbury 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
BUILDING COMMITTEE:  
 

On Sunday, Feb. 23, the Voters 
authorized the Building Committee 
to spend up to $57K toward the next 

steps of securing a building design 
and site design, pending county approval of a Concept Site 
Plan which is underway.  Dave Anderson, Chair 
 

SANCTUARY UPGRADE COMMITTEE: 
The Committee is coordinating an installation schedule 
around our Holy week services and contractor availability 
to minimize disruption.    “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the  LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  (Jeremiah 

29:11) 
 

SIGNAGE COMMITTEE: Two signage design proposals 
were presented to the Voters’ Assembly on Sunday, Feb. 
23 and the second option was approved by the Voters.  
The committee plans to proceed with the next steps toward 
installation.                   
 

 

March-April FHIF prayer cards are available in 
the church lobby.  
 

 
“Live” fitness classes at First Lutheran are offered Tuesdays and 

Thursdays (9:15-10:15am and 6-7pm.)  New ‘ON-DEMAND’ 
classes available at www.bodyandsoul.org  Discount for ‘ON-

DEMAND’ available with instructor code: IC063. 
 
 

 
 

Thrivent Financial members: 
 

Please help the Lutheran Mission Society of 
MD / Compassion Place ministries by making 
us your Thrivent Choice! 
 
If you have Choice® Dollars for 2019 
available, they must be designated by March 
31, 2020. 
 
ONLINE: 
Go online to the THRIVENT FINANCIAL website at 
www.Thrivent.com.  

1. Log in using your Thrivent User ID and Password 
or -- if you have not already registered for online 
account access -- type in your Thrivent member ID 
number to register.  

2. Once in, you will see any available Choice® 
Dollars on the right of your screen. Click 
"Designate Choice Dollars" and choose Lutheran 
Mission Society of Maryland to receive your 
designation. 

3. Check your account regularly, since designations 
can no longer be made "recurring." Please choose 
Lutheran Mission Society of Maryland each 
time you accumulate Choice® Dollars. 

BY PHONE: 

Call 1-800-THRIVENT (847-4836) and a recording will say, 
"Briefly, how can I help you today?" Say "Thrivent 
Choice" and you're on your way. 

Thank you for your Choice® Dollars designations. They 
are very much appreciated and essential for the work of 
the Lutheran Mission Society of MD / Compassion Place 
ministries. 

http://www.bodyandsoul.org/
https://compassionplace.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2af7d95bfb5f4b2faa2ec61d2&id=9f4da8f412&e=4470ab3795
https://compassionplace.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2af7d95bfb5f4b2faa2ec61d2&id=9f4da8f412&e=4470ab3795


 
 
 

 
 

 
 

HOLY WEEK FESTIVAL CHOIR 
 

ALL are invited to join the FLC Music Department 
during Holy week as we sing beautiful and 
poignant selections on Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. The 
rehearsal schedule is as follows:  
   

Sunday Evening Rehearsals:  
SUNDAY, MARCH 15    4:00- 6:00 p.m.  
SUNDAY, MARCH 29    4:00-6:00 p.m.  
SUNDAY, APRIL 5         4:00-6:00 p.m.  
           w/ instrumentalists- full rehearsal.  
   

Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions.  I hope you will consider this addition 
to your Lenten worship.  
  

In His Service,  
Rob Beeson  

 

+     +    +    +    +    +  

 
Clean Up Day ~ March 28th 

We Need Your Help! 
 

FLC is having a "Clean-Up Our Property Day" on 
Saturday, March 28th from 9:00a to 1:00p. 
(April 4th Rain Date)  Our clean up is open to men, 
women and youth.  We plan to: 
  

1. Clean up the area around the entrance to our Little 
Lambs facility.  This will require a chainsaw and 
several “loppers” to cut away all the brush & help with 
removal.   
 
 

2. Clean the area around the Chapel in the Woods 
where we hold our Easter Sonrise service.  
We need pressure washers, weed wackers, wood 
chippers, tree trimming tools, rototiller, rakes, 
wheelbarrows, pitch forks, and a lot of laborers to pull 
weeds, etc.)   
 
 

3.  Rake the leaves and apply mulch where needed 
(mulch is loose … please bring a wheelbarrow).   
 
 

4. Tend to the Flower Beds – weed, mulch, etc. 
 
 

5.  Questions?   
     Contact: Tom Spragg 301-518-7499  
      

   

 
 
 

 
There will be a few Mission Board Chair openings in June. 
 

Fellowship – open for nominees 
Worship – open for nominees 
Human Care – current Chair is running for another term. 
We're also looking for a Bereavement Reception 
Coordinator. 
  
If you'd like to find out more about any of these 
opportunities, please see me. 
Wendy Kirkpatrick, Human Care Chairperson  

 
 

We Are Here to Serve You… 
 

James E. Kent, Pastor 
 

DCE Shawn Maassel, Family Life Ministry 
 

DCE Susan Fogleman, Youth Director 
 

Dr. Robert Beeson, Music Director 
 

Marilyn Beeson, Accompanist 
 

Nancy Pope, Administrative Church Secretary 
 

Christine Marcus, Receptionist / Secretary 
 

Tom Spragg, Property Management 
 

Little Lambs Preschool 
 

Angie Hohl, LLPS Program Director 
 

Laura Zeruto, Administrative Assistant 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Chairman, Trent Wolfersberger 
 

Vice Chairman, Keith Sainsbury 
 

Executive Secretary, Tristan Beeson 
 

Treasurer, Glenn Meier 
 

Mission Board Representative, Wendy Kirkpatrick 
 
 

Deacons 
 

Robert Beeson 
 

Ardith Harle 
 

Rich Hoeferkamp 
 

Neil Kennedy (Head Deacon) 

 

 
 
 


