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2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9 

Transfiguration of Our Lord - A 

February 23, 2020 

“Safe Passage Home” 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

A couple weeks ago Shawn extolled the virtues of living in this area. She reminded us of one 

of the neat features of the Chesapeake Bay … lighthouses. They aren’t unique to our area, but 

they’re prevalent. While nice to look at, they actually serve a purpose. They guide boaters safely 

through the bay … helping them avoid danger while staying in the necessary channels to get 

their passengers and cargo where they need to go … safe passage home … especially in the dark. 

Lighthouses remind me of another light … God’s Word which leads us safely home.  Peter 

reminds us of the truth of God’s Word, (2 Peter 1:19a) “And we have the prophetic word more 

fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place.” 

Peter wrote these words to the early church about 40 years after Jesus ascended into heaven. 

Early Christians, many of whom knew Jesus personally, expected Him to return very soon. So, 

40 years on, many began to worry they’d been left behind. Or worse, He wasn’t coming back at 

all. Taking advantage of their doubt, false teachers sprouted up right and left claiming Peter and 

the other apostles were simply making things up, “They’re telling tales about Jesus and the 

resurrection. They’re teaching myths about His return.” Their logic, “If Jesus isn’t coming back, 

why listen to Peter? Live it up! Eat, drink, and be merry … for tomorrow you might just die.” 

Peter says, (2 Peter 1:16) “We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 

you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.” 

Peter knew these false teachers were the real “myth-makers” … they were like a group of 

19th century criminals called “wreckers.” As lighthouses grew in popularity, these “wreckers” 

deceived ships through false lights or by extinguishing the real lights. Wreckers led unwary ships 
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off the safe course into dangerous waters with treacherous sandbars and submerged rock 

formations which tore the ships apart. Once the ships ran aground, the wreckers stole the cargo 

that washed ashore. The false lights created the illusion of safety, seeming to lead to safe 

passage…in fact they led to darkness, danger, and destruction. 

Just as God works through people like Moses, Elijah, Peter, James, and John to shine the true 

light of His Word to the world … Satan works through his own means to sew seeds of doubt 

about God’s Word in people’s minds … leading them into darkness, danger, and destruction. 

Satan starts by attacking the prophets and apostles … one of God’s chosen means to speak to 

His creation. The devil’s cronies ask, “Are you sure they’re the true and authoritative sources of 

information about God and His works and promises?” Satan’s been doing this ever since the 

beginning. Take for instance the exchange with Eve in the garden, (Genesis 3:1) “Did God 

actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” He implanted just enough doubt in 

Eve’s mind, that Eve thought, “Hmmm … he has a point.” And she fell for his ruse. She ate from 

the one tree God clearly warned about, (Genesis 2:17) “The tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” And Satan continues 

to put doubt about Jesus’ saving work into minds today … “Is He really God? Will He return 

like He said? Are you really accountable to Him? Go ahead … Eat, drink, and be merry!” 

Like the “wreckers” of old, leading ships into darkness fraught with danger, the devil’s false 

prophets lead people into darkness, danger, and destruction. Some are led into the jagged, rocky 

shoreline of apathy regarding God and His Word. Led by relentless promotion in a voracious 

consumer culture, people develop minds of unbounded self-centeredness. Their lives are an 

endless pursuit of whatever they want, to feel good in the moment. “Keeping up with the Jones’” 

and their new toys, extravagant lifestyles, personal success and accolades become their god. 
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God’s Word reminds us, (Ecclesiastes 2:11, 12:13) “Then I considered all that my hands had 

done and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, 

and there was nothing to be gained under the sun ... The end of the matter; all has been heard. 

Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 

Others find themselves stuck in a sandbar typified by an unwarranted security in their own 

abilities … pride in self and their own works. Filling their lives with nice deeds and kind words 

in the false hope the ledger between good and bad will be tipped in their favor. That God, 

whomever He might be, will say, “On balance, you’re a good egg. I’ll let you in.” But His Word 

reminds us, (Ephesians 2:8-9) “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Even believers, like those targeted in Peter’s day, can be led off course, out of the safe 

channel of faith in God and His Word. The evil one even tries to work through the words of the 

religious … the ones who invent prophecy that seems alright, but actually only fits their own 

manufactured vision of salvation. One example would be those who fabricated the concept of 

“purgatory” as a place where dead believers might be purified by their works and the works of 

others before they can enter God’s eternal presence. Even though Jesus tells us, (John 5:24) 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal 

life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”  

There is a source of true light which provides safe passage, leading us away from evil’s 

darkness, (2 Peter 1:19) “We have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do 

well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 

star rises in your hearts.” Peter is so confident because he was an eyewitness to the things Jesus 

did and said. It was Peter who confessed Jesus’ divinity saying, (Matthew 16:16) “You are the 
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Christ, the Son of the living God.” It was Peter who, along with James and John, was privileged 

to go up to the mountain top with Jesus to see firsthand (Matthew 17:2) “(Jesus) transfigured 

before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light” as He spoke 

with Moses and Elijah. It was Peter who heard the booming voice from the bright cloud say of 

Jesus, (Matthew 17:5) “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.”  

Jesus, Peter, James, and John came down from the mountain and Jesus went back to work in 

the world below.  Healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, teaching, forgiving sinners, and 

eventually entering triumphally into Jerusalem to face His future.  

As Jesus faced His accusers, it was Peter whose faith began to wobble … Satan began to 

draw him away from the true light … into the darkness of doubt. As the rooster crowed, Peter 

denied Jesus a third time. His denial complete, Peter wept bitterly as his life came crashing into 

the rocky shoreline of sin. And Jesus was sentenced to death. He climbed one last mountain, 

alone, with a cross and all mankind’s sins hoisted upon His back.  Jesus, the Son of God, who 

came to save sinners … dies.   

However … as the morning star rose three days later, Jesus rose from the dead to new life. 

Jesus proved by His resurrection who His Father said He is … who He said He is … He is the 

Son of God. And His word … proclaimed through the ages by the law-giver Moses, the prophet 

Elijah and all the prophets, and the apostles … all carried along by the Holy Spirit … is true. 

Then Jesus went to Peter to restore his shipwrecked life. Three times Jesus asked, (John 

21:15-17) “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” And three times Jesus responds to Peter’s 

“Yes, of course!” with, “Feed my lambs … tend my sheep … feed my sheep.” Jesus restores Peter 

to new life. He forgives him for following the false teachers’ false lights into doubt and denial. 
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As you and I travel the darkness of the world together, we also fall for the false lights found 

in the words of Satan’s false teachers, his evil operatives spouting clever myths made up by man. 

But, the Holy Spirit, received in baptism, carries us along. He leads us back to God’s Word, the 

lighthouse shining in the dark, produced not by the will of man, but by the will of God through 

His eyewitnesses … the prophets and apostles, who were carried along by the same Holy Spirit. 

This lighthouse guides us … giving us a safe passage home. 

We remember God’s Word, (John 12:46) “Whoever believes in me may not remain in 

darkness.” So, like Peter, we confess our faith in Jesus. God says, (1 John 1:8) “If we say we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  So, like Peter, we admit we have 

denied Him. God says, (1 John 1:9) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” So, like Peter, Jesus forgives all our sins.  

Thus forgiven, Jesus emboldens us to speak His Word to all we meet in our faith-filled words 

as well as our intentional, faith-filled actions. In this way Christ’s light shines through us. When 

He returns as promised, He will lead us and others away from destruction and death to a safe 

passage home … to eternal life in the new creation, the kingdom of heaven. There, with Moses 

and Elijah, Peter, James, and John, and all the saints across the ages, we too will dwell forever in 

the Majestic Glory of our Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. 

To Jesus Christ be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

James Kent  


