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“My Eyes Have Seen …” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Simeon says, (Luke 2:30-32) “My eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples … Gentiles, and … Your people Israel.” 

Ever experience the saying, “Kids say the darnedest things,” firsthand? Maybe you were 

with a child in a crowded store. Their eyes wide open, absorbing all the action and people. For 

some children it seems their eyes are connected to their mouths, bypassing their brain. Suddenly, 

your sweet little one says, with outside voice, “Mommy, Daddy! Look! That guy’s got …!” You 

can fill the blank with whatever amazing feature that guy has which your little bundle of joy has 

seen fit to broadcast for all to hear. Such honesty and truth, blurted out so boldly, can be scary. 

Our gospel today takes place in the temple of Jerusalem. Like a crowded store, it’s a busy 

place, right in the center of the city. Joseph and Mary were there with many others waiting their 

turn to catch the eye of the temple priest in order to fulfill their religious obligations. Mary and 

Joseph, with Jesus, joined the crowds of other parents and infants … along with merchants 

selling the things needed for the offerings and the moneychangers exchanging Roman currency 

for “idol free” temple currency. Into the commotion enters a man named Simeon.  

Simeon was a righteous man – a devout Jew – looking forward to God’s long promised 

Messiah. In fact, God promised him, “Before you die, you’ll see the Messiah!”  

Well it was a great day for Simeon! I can imagine him waking up, grabbing his 1st century 

morning “cup of Joe” and, being devout and righteous, starting his daily devotions and prayers 

like always. Only today, the Holy Spirit came to him saying, “Simeon! Get up and go to the 

temple! I’ve got something you need to see.” The Holy Spirit led the devout and righteous man 
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through the crowds, past other moms and dads and babies … right to Mary and Joseph and the 

40-day old Jesus. And in the midst of the hubbub, Simeon praised God, blurting out, (Luke 2:30-

32) “My eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.” Mary and Joseph 

marveled. The crowds, including the priests … I wonder what their reaction to this outburst was? 

Simeon was talking to a 40-day old baby! “Salvation! Glory! For Israel … for Gentiles!” It was 

likely along the lines, “You silly man! What’re you talking about?!” But these were words of 

honesty and truth spoken by a devout and righteous man – his eyes opened by the Holy Spirit. 

Growing strong, filled with wisdom, Jesus grew up. Through His ministry He spoke honesty 

and truth. He opened eyes … literally and spiritually … so people could see what Simeon saw so 

clearly. Some, like the blind beggar in Jericho, having his sight restored to him, immediately 

followed Him. While others remained blind. Like those in the synagogue He read to from the 

prophet Isaiah, (Luke 4:18-20) “‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind ...’ And He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.” They 

responded, (Luke 4:22) “Is this not Joseph’s son?” as they rose up to throw Him off a cliff. 

Hearing His Word, even while witnessing miracles, signs, and wonders … many remained blind 

to who He truly was. They couldn’t see God Himself, in the flesh, right in their midst. 

Many today are also blind to Jesus, like a man named Devon Still, who once played football 

for the Cincinnati Bengals. As a kid he sometimes went to church with his grandma, a righteous 

and devout woman who saw and heard God in many places. But Devon didn’t have much use for 

Jesus … except for times he found himself in a jam. Then he figured prayer couldn’t hurt. Why 
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not give Him a try? In college Devon seemed to be constantly injured. In a jam – he prayed. But 

His relationship with Jesus centered on “What can God do for me?” as opposed to serving Him 

with his many gifts. Devon saw Jesus only when his prayers were answered … on his terms. His 

girlfriend in college got pregnant and had a baby named Leah. He knew it was wrong to have a 

child out of marriage, but Devon’s daughter still brought about a change in his life. Though he 

and his girlfriend split up, he loved Leah as nobody else. He vowed to always be there for Leah. 

As the injuries kept piling up, even in the NFL, Devon grew frustrated by God’s lack of presence 

in his life. Then a major injury left him unable to walk and with three blood clots in his lungs. 

The doctors said, “You’ll never play football again.” By now he’d also met a Christian woman 

named Asha. He complained to her that God was never around when he needed Him. She said, 

“Maybe you need to have a real relationship with God. Not just a ‘help-me-out-of-a-jam’ one.” 

Hearing her, Devon and Asha joined a church in Cincinnati. It was filled with fervent prayer 

warriors. Even though new to the church, the church prayed for Devon’s healing … and lo and 

behold … the back healed and the clots went away. His career was back on track. But, within 

months, his life fell off the rails once again. His four-year old daughter Leah was diagnosed with 

Stage IV cancer. Devon was afraid … he couldn’t see the path ahead … he couldn’t see God. 

Devon remained by Leah’s side as much as possible throughout her treatments. After 

multiple rounds of chemo to start, Leah’s cancer was still growing. She needed surgery. Leah 

asked her dad one night, “Are they really going to cut me … with a knife?” Devon was in the 

biggest jam of his life … where was God? He couldn’t see Him anywhere …  

 Leah’s dad Devon had a lot in common with many in the crowds following Jesus … they 

didn’t mind the miracles, signs, and wonders. In a jam, they came to Him on the chance He 

might be able to help them out. They loved seeing Him help them and others out of trouble. But 
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once they got what they wanted, they moved on. This vending machine version of Jesus is 

prevalent today. People can see what they need. They go to Jesus and ask for it. The proof of 

Jesus’ presence is in what they see. If He gives me what I want and need, I can see Him. But, if 

He doesn’t … maybe He’s not really there. Or maybe I need to do something else to make Him 

show up. In the end, either way, these people fail to see Jesus for who He truly is. Jesus never 

promises to be the miracle worker who shows His presence to us by giving us whatever we ask 

for … rather, He’s the Son of God who, through His suffering, death and resurrection, gives us 

what we truly need … peace with God through the forgiveness of sins … salvation and eternal 

life with Him in His kingdom. And He promises these things to all mankind, Jews and Gentiles 

alike, who trust in Him – in all things and all circumstances – to watch over, comfort, and 

strengthen them. For those who don’t believe in Jesus, their unseeing blindness continues. 

The day Jesus rose from the dead, a couple of His disciples were mournfully returning to 

their homes in Emmaus. They’d seen Jesus the miracle worker and come to believe in Him. Then 

they saw Him suffer and die and be buried … just like anyone else. “Oh well … it was nice while 

it lasted. Where are you God?” As they walked, a man they didn’t recognize came alongside 

them. He asked what was going on. They explained they were disappointed because their leader 

Jesus, a prophet mighty in deed and word, had been executed. Unfortunately, they’d also heard 

His body was no longer in the grave … perhaps it was stolen, perhaps He did rise … who knew? 

(Luke 24:21) “We had hoped that He was the one to redeem Israel.” Then the man, (Luke 

24:27) “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 

the things concerning Himself.” When suddenly, through God’s Word, their eyes were opened, 

they recognized Jesus! And they rose to tell the others that Jesus was alive! He has risen!  



Kent- 5 
 
 

“God, where are you?” That had been the question in Devon’s mind ever since he started 

praying. “I can’t see you … where are you?” As he spoke to Leah, trying to help her through her 

fears of surgery, he showed his little girl his own scars and tried to reassure her it was going to 

be alright, “It’s a good thing.” Leah responded, “I want the cancer out of me. And God wants it 

too. He told me.” Devon marveled at his 4-year old daughter, “You talk to God?” Leah said, 

“Yes! God talks to me in all different ways.” Instantly, Devon’s eyes were opened, through the 

faith of a 4-year old he immediately saw God’s presence all around him through all God had put 

in his life … family and friends who supported him … coaches and teachers who taught him … 

church members and his grandma who prayed for him. He saw clearly for the first time. He 

began to trust God. The One who “Prepares (us) for a path we can’t see, but that (He) is laying 

out for us.” Within a year, Leah was in remission. Devon retired from football. Today he and 

Leah work helping other families with children fighting cancer. He also uses his experiences by 

writing and speaking to tell others how he sees Jesus’ constant presence in the life of His people.  

Jesus, through His Word, by the power of the Holy Spirit, has opened our eyes to see Him 

also. In worship … and throughout the week as we spend moments in God’s presence in prayer 

and hearing His word … God opens our eyes to see Him and the path He’s laid out for us. Then 

He calls on each of us to join the prophetess Anna in giving thanks to God and speaking of Him 

to all whom we meet. As we speak through our words and deeds, we pray the Holy Spirit will 

open others’ eyes to see (Luke 2:30-31) “(God’s) salvation that (He has) prepared in the 

presence of all peoples” … Gentiles and Jews alike, that one day all will come to the same 

saving faith we have … which sustains us in His presence now, while we wait for the promised 

new life in His eternal kingdom. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. Amen. 

James Kent  


