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Dear Saints, 
 

Spring is near! It seems like almost forever ago when the 
Washington Nationals won their first World Series … but 
this past week was one my wife’s favorite days … “Truck 
Day.” The day her favorite team loads up a semi-truck with 
thousands of bats, balls, and other equipment – and heads 
south for Spring Training. That time of year where coaches 
and players get ready for the new season. Players will be 
knocking the rust off bodies that maybe haven’t swung 
many bats or thrown many balls in months. They’ll get ready 
by watching and listening to coaches intently and then going 
out and doing what they’re told. This doing is key. One can 
talk all day about the steps needed to play baseball, but 
doing it is completely different. And doing it is the only way 
to get ready. 
 

Tony Graffanino went through at least 13 spring trainings 
with 8 different major league teams. He is also a Christian 
missionary who used his skill in baseball to spread the 
Good News. He spent his life as a Christian, but found that 
even as he was knowledgeable about the gospel in his own 
life, he was still learning. And one of the things he learned 
was from St. Paul, “I was with you in weakness … my 
speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and … the power 
of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:3-5) For years, though he had 
taught 100s of kids the game of baseball while proclaiming 
God’s Word, only three became believers in Christ. Then, 
Tony realized his methods were wrong. He’d been trying to 
reason with kids to convince them Christ existed through 
facts about God. Using “plausible words of wisdom” he tried 
building rational, winning arguments nobody could logically 
dismiss.  
 

Then, inspired by the Holy Spirit, living inside him and 
leading him in faith, Tony decided to try a different 
approach. He and his team changed direction from facts 
and arguments to simply telling of the things Jesus did and 
still does to people. They allowed God’s Word to show 
unbelieving people who Jesus was and what He did. In 
essence, they simply showed them the love of Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified to save them from the effects of sin … 
eternal death … so they too could have the gift of eternal 
life (1 Corinthians 2:2). Then, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, not by the wisdom of man, more children came to 
hear, listen, and then believe in Jesus.  
 

Dave Branon, who told this story through a devotion he 
wrote, says, “We should be knowledgeable about the Bible 
and about the reasons for our belief (and sometimes explain 
them) … But the most compelling and effective story we can 
tell puts Christ in the center.” As we faithfully serve God and 
His kingdom, Jesus urges us to respond to His Father’s love 
for us by loving Him back … and showing His love to our 
neighbors (Matthew 22:36-40). As we show Jesus’ love in 
our faith-filled works of mercy – which He has already 
equipped us for (Ephesians 2:8-10) – rather than just talking 
about them, the Holy Spirit will move people to believe in 
Him also. 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Jim 

        

 

 

Prepare for worship this Sunday.  Our readings for 
February 9th will be Isaiah 58:3-9a;  

1 Corinthians 2:1-16; and Matthew 5:13-20 

 
 

 

This Week at FLC 
 

Sunday  

 

9 

PA 

Traditional Worship Service 
Contemporary Worship Service 
6th Comm. Class w/parents (MP) 
Youth Group 
 

   

  8:00a  

10:45a  
12:15p 
  6:30p 

 

Monday  

 

10 
 

Beautiful Feet Bible Study 
   

 7:30p    
 

Tuesday 
 

11 
 

Body & Soul  
Body & Soul 

  

 9:15a 
  6:00p   

 

Wednesday  

 

12  

 

 

Evening Worship Service  
 

      

  6:30p            
 

Thursday  

 

13  

 

Body & Soul 
LMS Mobile Compassion Center  
Body & Soul 
 

  9:15a 
10:00a 
  6:00p 

Friday  

 

14  

 

LMS Mobile Compassion Center 
 

 10:00a  

 

Saturday  

 

15  

 

Men’s Morning Bible Study 
LMS Mobile Compassion Center  
 

   

  9:00a  
 10:00a 
 

 

Sunday  

 

16  

PA 

Traditional Worship Service 
Contemporary Worship Service 
Youth Group 
 

   

  8:00a  

 10:45a  
   6:30p 

 

FLC office Hours:  Monday - Thursday –9:00a - 4:00p 
 

FEBRUARY 14th 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Congregational Voters’ Assembly 
February 23rd 

 

There will be a Special Voter's Assembly immediately 
following service on February 23, 2020, beginning at 12:15 
p.m.  Items to be addressed at the assembly are: 
 

1- Vote on amendments to the National Constitution for the 
LCMS.  The proposed changes are administrative in nature 
and do not substantively alter the Constitution.  It is meant 
to provide clarification and eliminate inconsistencies caused 
by piecemeal changes over time.  These proposed changes 
were passed by a vote of 873 for and 77 opposed at the 
2019 national convention.  Information sheets are available 
in the narthex or details can be found  
here: https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/official-notice-office-of-the-
secretary-the-lutheran-church-missouri-synod/ 
 

2- Update on Following Him in Faith financial position to 
include performance against pledges, current balances and 
commitments.   
 

3- Discussion of signage committee progress and proposal 
to move forward with execution. 
 

4- Discussion and presentation by building committee on 
revised concept plan and proposal to move forward with 
detailed design based on reduced footprint expansion to 
current building and associated costs to proceed.  
 

Trent Wolfersberger, BOD Chairman  

 

                      

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+2%3A2&version=ESV
https://odb.org/2014/05/08/talking-about-jesus/
https://odb.org/2014/05/08/talking-about-jesus/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A36-40&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8-10&version=ESV
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/official-notice-office-of-the-secretary-the-lutheran-church-missouri-synod/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2019/official-notice-office-of-the-secretary-the-lutheran-church-missouri-synod/


 

 

 
     “Homecoming Hopes” is the theme for 
our lesson this week. King Artaxerxes 
sends Ezra as a priest and scribe to teach 
and lead the people at the newly repaired 
temple in Jerusalem. Nehemiah 
convinces the king to send him to 

Jerusalem to repair the city wall. Despite opposition from 
Israel’s neighbors, repairs are completed in record time. 
Nehemiah, Ezra, and the priests lead the people in a joyous 
rededication of the wall. Discuss together, “What 
homecoming can we look forward to as God’s children?” 
 

 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

to the youth’s Souper Bowl of Caring 

collection! Together we raised 
$253.10 for Birthright in Prince 

Frederick!  

The breakdown by team was: 

                       Kansas City Chiefs - $123.10;  
  Commercials - $71;  

  San Francisco 49ers - $59 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   
 

 

 

Opportunities to GROW 
in God’s Word 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study 
9:25-10:25am. – Multipurpose Room  

 
 

 
 

 
 

“The Journey from Unbelief to Faith” 
 

This four-session Bible study offers the viewpoints of four 
people who have made a remarkable journey.  Follow the 
stories of four individuals from widely dissimilar pasts that 
arrived at the same conviction: Jesus Christ is Lord and 
Savior and because He is they must tell others about it.  
~ Deacon:  Rich Hoeferkamp 

 

 
Mondays  

 “Beautiful Feet” 
 

 

 

      The Gospel According to Matthew includes thirty 
references to the kingdom of heaven.  The  
“Kingdom” was something for which Jewish people were 
hoping and waiting.  It would be the culmination of all their 
needs, their desires, and their dreams.  When the Promised 
One, the King, came, everything would be all right.  All people, 
no matter when or where they live---no matter what their 
nationality or country---have needs, desires, hopes and 
dreams.  Can the answer to all our searchings be found in the 
King and the Kingdom, promised by God?  How does a person 
become a citizen of this kingdom?  What duties and 
responsibilities does citizenship in this kingdom bring? (quote 
from Pauline and Leonard Erdman).  This study is meant to 
enhance the Gospel readings from Lectionary Year A so that 
by the season of Pentecost the entire book of Matthew has 
been studied in depth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Join our Beautiful Feet on a journey to study the Gospel of 
Matthew on Monday evenings at 7:30 PM (EST) using the 
platform Zoom via smart phones or iPads or desktop 
computers.  Contact Dawn Boyd (dawn_boyd@me.com) for 
information on how to use your email address to receive an 
invitational link.  Jesus followers from locations around the 
country gather together via the Holy Spirit and our screens.  
There is currently a group meeting at the home of Bill and 
Cindy Peil that signs on from that location.  Get your email 
address registered with Dawn.  The class study book can be 
obtained from Concordia Publishing House (cph.org) or 1-800-
325-3040.  The item is from Concordia’s Lifelight series and is 
item # 203301 (Matthew Part 1 student’s guide and enrichment 
magazine) and it sells for $9.99.  Behold! A light in the 
darkness! Our King is the answer! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays  
 

 

~ Wednesday Lunch Bunch ~  
Fellowship & Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Wed. of each month  

ALL AGES WELCOME 
Bring your own lunch  

Multipurpose Room + 11:30am 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Wednesday Evening Worship Service 
 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 

Another opportunity to worship, pray, commune & fellowship 
with fellow-believers. Come and learn basic biblical 
principles for living life abundantly.  
 
 
 

Saturdays 
 

Men’s Bible Study at 9:00am 
 
 

 

Please come and join us in our prayer, fellowship and study. 
John Stellabotta 
 

  +   +   +   + 
 

Prayer Ministry 
           of First Lutheran Church 

 

 

Prayer is the privilege of every Christian.  Through Jesus’ death 
and resurrection God brings forgiveness of sins and makes 
every believing person part of His family, the church.  At the 
initiative of His grace, the Holy Spirit empowers faith for eternal 
life as well as faith for answered prayer.  Prayer is conversation 
between a child of God and their heavenly Father. 
 

 

 

Pray continually; give thanks 
in all circumstances...” 1 Thess. 5:17-18a 

 

 

Our Country: President, Vice President, Congress, Leaders 
Local, National, & International. 
 

For Those Currently serving in the Military.    
 
 

Our God is compassionate… Psalm 116:5 
 

 
 

 
 

 

“I am the Lord who heals you…”  Exodus 15:26 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Prayer requests may be submitted to the church’s email address, 
through the website, or by calling the church office (410-257-3030).  
Prayer requests may be removed after 3 weeks pending updates.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dawn_boyd@me.com)


Human Care Ministry News 
Wendy Kirkpatrick, (Human Care) 

Chairperson 
Volunteers and Donations always welcomed!  

 
 

The Mobile Compassion Center is a ministry of the Lutheran 
Mission Society. Their mission is to bring healing, health 
and wholeness to individuals, families and communities who 
are dealing with conflict and disease, through the power of 
Jesus Christ and the servanthood of compassionate care 
givers. This Compassion Trailer provides slightly used 
clothing, personal items, and small household goods at very 
low prices. 

Since Jan 2018 we have assisted almost 400 individuals 
through this ministry! 

 As you can see, this is a vital ministry for our community.  
Although we are blessed to have some very faithful 
volunteers, we would love to have others join us in this 
meaningful and fulfilling ministry to our southern Maryland 
community.  If you find that you have 2 hours to spare to 
help man the trailer for just one shift, please let Tammie 
Lauer know.  Please also consider donating any clothing or 
household items which can be dropped off when the trailer 
is at First Lutheran (preferable date for donations is on the 
Saturday the trailer is here). 

Please keep these dates in mind: 

The trailer will be here again: 

Feb 13, 14 & 15 

Mar 12, 13 & 14 

Apr 9, 10 & 11. 

The Compassion Trailer is stationed at First Lutheran 
Church on the second full Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
of each month.  

I would like to thank the faithful volunteers who have helped 
to allow this ministry to continue.  You are a blessing to this 
community. 

 
 

College Student Care Packages 
 

First Lutheran will be sending ‘care packages’ to our college 
students who live away from home just prior to Valentine’s 
Day.  A list of desired items is posted in the church lobby.  If 
you have a college student away from home, please update 
their mailing address with the church office.  Any 
donations are appreciated through February 9!  

 ~ DCE Shawn Maassel 
 

 
 
 

Food Pantry News 
 

    We are in need of donations of canned tuna 
and/or chicken; saltine crackers; packaged 

mini-muffins, pancake mix & syrup, breakfast bars and 
cereal at this time.  Also Giant or Safeway gift cards would 

be appreciated.  Giant or Safeway gift cards can easily be 

purchased through our youth group. 
 

FLC Members and friends…remember that the Food Pantry 
is available for you also, as needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

     Please volunteer to help with coffee hours.  
Each Sunday, it is always nice to have a light 
snack between services or to enjoy during 
Bible study.  There is a sign-up sheet in the multipurpose 
room for families to volunteer to bring in food.  Fellowship 
provides the coffee/tea.  We are looking for volunteers to 
help with coffee hour, and volunteers for maintaining the 
coffee hour.  This is a small position with fellowship, but 
such a HUGE help!   

     Please see Fellowship Chair-Patricia Hopkins  

      

 

 

Tell someone you love them with a 

Singing Valentine  -  Feb. 14h  
 

For a donation of $50 to Calvert Meals 
on Wheels, Fathers and Sons Quartet 

will sing two songs and present candy and flowers to 
your true love at his/her workplace, home or a place of 
your choosing within Calvert County.  For more 
information and/or to hire the quartet, contact David 
Reyno (410-257-7814). 

 

 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE:  
The Building Committee is 
enthusiastic about a revised concept 
plan for a building addition that 
reduces the originally proposed 

footprint, optimizes the use of space 
for both LLPS and other church ministries and stays within 
the congregation’s and FHIF budget constraints. This plan 
and a proposal to move forward with a detailed design, 
incurring the associated costs, will be presented at the Feb. 
23 Voters’ Assembly. Dave Anderson, Chair 
 
SANCTUARY UPGRADE COMMITTEE: 
We will be proceeding with the approved plans to renovate 
the sound system and install video displays in our 
Sanctuary early this spring.   “For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the  LORD, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
(Jeremiah 29:11) 
 
SIGNAGE COMMITTEE: At our upcoming Voters’ 
Assembly Feb. 23,  the sign committee will present a 
proposal for new signage for our building and the front entry 
area of our church property and seek approval to move 
forward with the plan.  
 

January-February FHIF prayer cards are 
available in the church lobby.  

 
 

                      
      Little Lambs Preschool         
 
 

It’s time to think about registering for Fall 
2020.  
We currently have openings for children ages 3 & 4, and a 
wait list for age 2. Please let your friends and neighbors 
know about your school. 
 ~Angie Hohl, LLPS Program Director 
 

 
 
 

              Altogether Beautiful 
New Women’s Bible Study  

Sundays at 6:30pm 
Beginning February 23, 2020 

 
 

See Shawn Maassel for details.   

 
 



We Are Here to Serve You… 
 
 

James Kent, Pastor 
 

DCE Shawn Maassel, Family Life Ministry 
 
 

DCE Susan Fogleman, Youth Director 
 

Nancy Pope, Administrative Church Secretary 
 
 

Christine Marcus, Receptionist / Secretary 
 

Dr. Robert Beeson, Music Director 
 
 

Marilyn Beeson, Accompanist 
 
 

Tom Spragg, Property Management 
 

 

 

Little Lambs Preschool 
 

Angie Hohl, LLPS Program Director 
 

Laura Zeruto, Administrative Assistant 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Youth will be going to Sky Zone on Saturday, Feb. 15th! 
We will meet at church at 11:45 and return at 4pm. We'll 
have a late lunch of pizza at 2:30 when we finish jumping at 
Sky Zone. Cost is $25/person. Please let Susan Fogleman 
know if you plan on attending. 
 
 

 
 

The Youth Group meets every 
Sunday evening ~ 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

PANCAKE SUPPER 
 

The Youth Group will be hosting a Pancake 
Supper on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020.  
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30 
- 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
February 26, 2020 + 7:00pm 

      The Lenten Season 
“Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast  
love.”  Joel 2:13   
 
 
 
Free Estate Planning Seminar-  
You are invited to attend a discussion with Andrea Baddour 
of the Baddour Law Firm, LLC, a full-service estate planning 
law firm offering services in the areas of Probate, Estate 
Taxes, Wills, Trusts, Charitable Trusts, and Estate 
Administration. This estate planning seminar will take place 
on Thursday, February 27th at 7:00 P.M. at First Lutheran 

Church. Together we will discuss the differences between 
wills and trusts and the consequences of not having the 
right one.  We will also discuss the importance of having a 
Power of Attorney and a Living Will as part of your estate 
planning documents. Refreshments will be served.  Contact 
us at (301) 494-2108 or email us at pat@baddourlaw.net  to 
sign-up but reservations are not necessary.     

 

 

 
 

Ministry Assistants for This Week 
 

2/09 8:00  10:45 

Acolytes Bennett Zurvalec Emma Kirkpatrick 

Crucifer Hadley Zurvalec Kaitlyn Evans 

Com Asst. John Hendershot Shawn Maassel 

Deacon Rich Hoeferkamp Neil Kennedy 

Lectors Tricia Smeltzer David Chenevert 

Greeters  Angie Hohl 

Nursery  Meg Ims 

Ushers  John Hendershot  
Mark Kirschbaum 

Altar Guild Kay Hoeferkamp & Denise Davis 

 

 
  LMS Compassion Place Ministries  

Part-time Staff Position Available-
Annapolis, MD 

 

The LMS Annapolis COMPASSION PLACE has an 
immediate opening for a part-time center staff worker.  This 
position is for 25 hours per week – Monday thru Friday, 
from 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM. (Some variation in schedule is 
possible and may be discussed with the center coordinator 
in person.) 
 

LMS Annapolis COMPASSION PLACE is located at 230 
West Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 
 

Duties would include sorting donations; stocking racks and 
shelves; cleaning and organizing center; greeting, listening 
to, and helping visitors and clients, and other duties as 
assigned by center coordinator.  Must be able to lift 
donation bags weighing up to 25 lbs.  
 

Please call 410-269-5016 (Mon-Fri between 9:00 AM – 4:00 
PM) or email annapolis@compassionplace.org for more 
information or to arrange an interview.  Starting pay is 
$11.00 per hour.  
 

Our vision statement:  We will reach out, together with 
members of the body of Christ, to bring wholeness to 
people whose lives we touch, striving to meet the needs of 
an ever-changing world with the unchanging message of 
God’s love.  
 

More information on the LMS COMPASSION PLACE 
ministries can be found at: www.CompassionPlace.org 
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