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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

When someone we know is struggling in life, we might 
say something like, “I know how you feel.” The intent, even 
if we don’t really know how they feel, is to let them know 
they aren’t alone in their trouble. Some people go to 
extraordinary lengths to try to know how people with 
struggles feel. I read about a man who wanted to be able to 
empathize with minorities, so he darkened his skin to live 
life like they did. A school teacher had her class tie an arm 
to their side to experience the struggles people without 
limbs have doing routine tasks. It might help to “walk a mile 
in someone’s shoes” … but at the end of the day, the 
“minority” became the “majority” again … the students 
regained their limbs again. It’s hard to really know how 
anyone feels as they struggle in life. 

 

There is one person though who does know how we 
feel. He knows what it’s like to be us. The writer of Hebrews 
tells us, “For because (Jesus) Himself has suffered when 
tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted.” 
(Hebrews 2:18) Jesus is true God … fully God in all things. 
But, being born of a woman, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
He is also true man … fully man in all things, except sin. In 
Matthew’s detailed account of Jesus’ wilderness 
experience, He was tempted like us - tempted to satisfy His 
hunger as He fasted for forty days and nights, tempted to 
test His Father’s willingness to protect Him by throwing 
Himself off the temple’s highest point, and tempted with 
limitless earthly power and glory in return for worshipping 
Satan. Yet Jesus never succumbed to Satan in the way we 
often do when we’re tempted. 

 

Because He was fully human, just as we are – and He 
dwells within us in baptism – He knows how we feel. He 
experienced hunger, sadness at the death of friends, and 
times of distress over the way things were going. But Jesus 
never wavered as He trusted His Father’s will in all things. 
He trusted Him because, “I and the Father are one.” (John 
10:30) But, He was also one with all mankind, “He Himself 
likewise partook of the same things (as we do) …” 
(Hebrews 2:14) so He could, in fact, “know exactly how we 
feel” … so He could, in fact, be the perfect sacrifice on the 
Cross to defeat forever the devil’s best weapon … death.  

 

Paul writes, “The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 
6:23a) The punishment we all deserve is death. But our 
Creator loves and cares for us so much that He allowed His 
Son to become flesh and blood. Then He bound Him to us. 
Jesus knows how we feel. But He also remained fully God 
so that “through (His) death He might destroy the one who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Hebrews 2:14b) 
He has paid the sacrificial price for us, so we may be 
forgiven, made holy, and gain eternal life with Him in His 
heavenly kingdom. Because of Jesus’ work on the Cross 
and His resurrection, all these promises belong to us now 
and forever. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Jim 

 

 
        

 

Prepare for worship this Sunday.  Our readings for 
February 2nd will be 1 Samuel 1:21-28;  

Hebrews 2:14-18; and Luke 2:22-40 

    
 

 

This Week at FLC 
 

Monday  
3 

 

Building Committee Mtg. 
Beautiful Feet Bible Study 

   

 7:00p                       
 7:30p 

Tuesday 4 Body & Soul  
Body & Soul 

  9:15a 
  6:00p   

 

Wednesday  

 

5  

 

 

Evening Worship Service  
 

      

  6:30p            
 

Thursday  

 

6  

 

Body & Soul 
Body & Soul 
 

  9:15a 
  6:00p 

Friday 
 

7 

 

Singles Group 
OASIS Married Group  

  

  6:30p 
  7:00p 

Saturday  

 

8  

 

Men’s Morning Bible Study 
 

   

  9:00a  
 

 

Sunday  

 

9 

PA 

Traditional Worship Service 
Contemporary Worship Service 
American Heritage Girls 
Youth Group 
 

   

  8:00a  

10:45a  
  2:00p 
  6:30p 

 

FLC office Hours:  Monday - Thursday –9:00a - 4:00p 
 

                      

 

 
 

In Sunday School this week, we study 
the account of Daniel in “A Trap and a 
Release.” Daniel’s promotion to a high 
leadership role in Babylon causes political 
jealousy among other leaders. King 
Darius decrees that everyone must 

worship only him, but Daniel remains faithful to the one true 
God, praying three times daily. The king condemns Daniel 
to the lions’ den, but God’s angel shuts the lions’ mouths so 
Daniel remains unharmed. Discuss how God protects His 
people from danger today.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Since 1990, youth around the country have taken 

a collection on Super Bowl Sunday for local 

charities and soup kitchens. On Sunday, 

February 2nd, we will be taking a Souper Bowl 

monetary collection and then donating the 

proceeds to Birthright of Prince Frederick.  

 

Oasis 
Married Couples’ Group 

This Group Meets on Friday, Feb. 7th!  
The group will be meeting the second Friday monthly 
(except in April.)  We’ll be studying Gary Thomas’ Sacred 
Marriage. 
Suggested donation for materials is $15/couple. 
DCE Shawn Maassel  

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A32-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A40-44&version=ESV


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Opportunities to GROW 
in God’s Word 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study 
9:25-10:25am. – Multipurpose Room  

 
 

 
 

“The Journey from Unbelief to Faith” 
 

This four-session Bible study offers the viewpoints of four 
people who have made a remarkable journey.  Follow the 
stories of four individuals from widely dissimilar pasts that 
arrived at the same conviction: Jesus Christ is Lord and 
Savior and because He is they must tell others about it.  
~ Deacon Led   

 

 
Mondays  

 “Beautiful Feet” 
 

 

 

      The Gospel According to Matthew includes thirty 
references to the kingdom of heaven.  The  
“Kingdom” was something for which Jewish people were 
hoping and waiting.  It would be the culmination of all their 
needs, their desires, and their dreams.  When the Promised 
One, the King, came, everything would be all right.  All people, 
no matter when or where they live---no matter what their 
nationality or country---have needs, desires, hopes and 
dreams.  Can the answer to all our searchings be found in the 
King and the Kingdom, promised by God?  How does a person 
become a citizen of this kingdom?  What duties and 
responsibilities does citizenship in this kingdom bring? (quote 
from Pauline and Leonard Erdman).  This study is meant to 
enhance the Gospel readings from Lectionary Year A so that 
by the season of Pentecost the entire book of Matthew has 
been studied in depth. 
 

        Join our Beautiful Feet on a journey to study the Gospel of 
Matthew on Monday evenings at 7:30 PM (EST) using the 
platform Zoom via smart phones or iPads or desktop 
computers.  Contact Dawn Boyd (dawn_boyd@me.com) for 
information on how to use your email address to receive an 
invitational link.  Jesus followers from locations around the 
country gather together via the Holy Spirit and our screens.  
There is currently a group meeting at the home of Bill and 
Cindy Peil that signs on from that location.  Get your email 
address registered with Dawn.  The class study book can be 
obtained from Concordia Publishing House (cph.org) or 1-800-
325-3040.  The item is from Concordia’s Lifelight series and is 
item # 203301 (Matthew Part 1 student’s guide and enrichment 
magazine) and it sells for $9.99.  Behold! A light in the 
darkness! Our King is the answer! 
 

 

Wednesdays  
 

 

~ Wednesday Lunch Bunch ~  
Fellowship & Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Wed. of each month  

ALL AGES WELCOME 
Bring your own lunch  

Multipurpose Room + 11:30am 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday Evening Worship Service 

 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
Another opportunity to worship, pray, commune & fellowship 
with fellow-believers. Come and learn basic biblical 
principles for living life abundantly.  
 
 
 

Saturdays 
 

Men’s Bible Study at 9:00am 
 
 

 

Please come and join us in our prayer, fellowship and study. 
John Stellabotta 
 

  +   +   +   + 
 

Prayer Ministry 
           of First Lutheran Church 

 

 

Prayer is the privilege of every Christian.  Through Jesus’ death 
and resurrection God brings forgiveness of sins and makes 
every believing person part of His family, the church.  At the 
initiative of His grace, the Holy Spirit empowers faith for eternal 
life as well as faith for answered prayer.  Prayer is conversation 
between a child of God and their heavenly Father. 
 

 

 
 

Pray continually; give thanks 
in all circumstances...” 1 Thess. 5:17-18a 

 

 

Our Country: President, Vice President, Congress, Leaders 
Local, National, & International. 
 

For Those Currently serving in the Military.    
 
 

Our God is compassionate… Psalm 116:5 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

“I am the Lord who heals you…”  Exodus 15:26 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer requests may be submitted to the church’s email address, 
through the website, or by calling the church office (410-257-3030).  
Prayer requests may be removed after 3 weeks pending updates.  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

        
Hey singles!  
We now have a group just for you. We meet one Friday a 
month at O’Gannigans Irish Pub in Prince Frederick. Please 
come join us for food, fellowship, fun, & learning how to 
navigate being a single Christian in today's world. Our next 
meeting is February 7th at 6:30 p.m. Please See David 

Chenevert or Susan Fogleman for more information. 

 
 

Rainforest Explorers VBS 
Save the date!  July 13-17, 2020 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Body & Soul Fitness Classes 
Tues/Thurs 

9:15-10:15am (w/babysitting) 
6-7pm 

 

Register at: 
www.bodyandsoul.org 

 

mailto:dawn_boyd@me.com)
http://www.bodyandsoul.org/


 

 

Human Care Ministry News 
Wendy Kirkpatrick, (Human Care) 

Chairperson 
Volunteers and Donations always welcomed!  

 

Mobile Compassion Trailer 

 
 

The Mobile Compassion Center is a ministry of the Lutheran 
Mission Society. Their mission is to bring healing, health 
and wholeness to individuals, families and communities who 
are dealing with conflict and disease, through the power of 
Jesus Christ and the servanthood of compassionate care 
givers. This Compassion Trailer provides slightly used 
clothing, personal items, and small household goods at very 
low prices. 

Since Jan 2018 we have assisted almost 400 individuals 
through this ministry! 

 As you can see, this is a vital ministry for our community.  
Although we are blessed to have some very faithful 
volunteers, we would love to have others join us in this 
meaningful and fulfilling ministry to our southern Maryland 
community.  If you find that you have 2 hours to spare to 
help man the trailer for just one shift, please let Tammie 
Lauer know.  Please also consider donating any clothing or 
household items which can be dropped off when the trailer 
is at First Lutheran (preferable date for donations is on the 
Saturday the trailer is here). 
 

Please keep these dates in mind: 

The trailer will be here again: 

Feb 13, 14 & 15 

Mar 12, 13 & 14 

Apr 9, 10 & 11. 

The Compassion Trailer is stationed at First Lutheran 
Church on the second full Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
of each month.  

 

COFFEE HOUR 

 

 

 

Please volunteer to help with coffee hours.  
Each Sunday, it is always nice to have a light 
snack between services or to enjoy during Bible 

study.  There is a sign-up sheet in the multipurpose room for 
families to volunteer to bring in food.  Fellowship provides the 
coffee/tea.  We are looking for volunteers to help with coffee 
hour, and volunteers for maintaining the coffee hour.  This is 
a small position with fellowship, but such a HUGE help!   

     Please see Fellowship Chair-Patricia Hopkins  

 

 

 
       BUILDING COMMITTEE:  

 

The Building Committee is 
enthusiastic about a new plan for a 
building addition that reduces the 

originally proposed footprint, 
optimizes the use of space for both LLPS and other church 
ministries and stays within the congregation’s and FHIF 

budget constraints. Details are being fleshed out.  Our next 
meeting is Monday, February 3 at 7pm.  
~ Dave Anderson, Chair 
 
 
SANCTUARY UPGRADE COMMITTEE: 
Project Approved!!  
Thank you from the A/V Committee for voting to proceed 
with the current plan to renovate the sound system and 
install video displays in our Sanctuary.  We hope to begin 
work in the early spring months of 2020.  
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the  LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

SIGNAGE COMMITTEE: Members of the sign committee 
have come to a consensus on new signage for our building 
and the front entry area of our church property and are 
comparing cost proposals.                   
 

January-February FHIF prayer cards are 
available in the church lobby.  
 

 

                          
      Little Lambs Preschool         
 

 

Please let your friends and neighbors know… 
Community registration begins tomorrow, Monday, 
February 3, 2020 at 8:30a.m. in the narthex.  Space is 

limited….see you soon.   
~Angie Hohl, LLPS Program Director 

 

 
Altogether Beautiful 
New Women’s Bible Study  

Sundays at 6:30pm 
Beginning February 23, 2020 

 
See Shawn Maassel for details.   

 
 

Free Estate Planning Seminar-  
You are invited to attend a discussion with Andrea Baddour 
of the Baddour Law Firm, LLC, a full-service estate planning 
law firm offering services in the areas of Probate, Estate 
Taxes, Wills, Trusts, Charitable Trusts, and Estate 
Administration. This estate planning seminar will take place 
on Thursday, February 27th at 7:00 P.M. at First Lutheran 

Church. Together we will discuss the differences between 
wills and trusts and the consequences of not having the 
right one.  We will also discuss the importance of having a 
Power of Attorney and a Living Will as part of your estate 
planning documents. Refreshments will be served.  Contact 
us at (301) 494-2108 or email us at pat@baddourlaw.net  to 
sign-up but reservations are not necessary.     
 

2/02 8:00 10:45 

Acolytes Clarissa Callis Drew Cummings 

Crucifer Julia Sigmon Joshua Kirschbaum 

Com Assts Jim Harle Paul Ims 

Deacon Ardith Harle Neil Kennedy 

Lectors Sabrina 
Wolfersberger 

Paul Ims 

Greeters Carolyn Nieves Mark Kirschbaum 
Nick Kirschbaum 
Josh Kirschbaum 

Nursery N/A Wendy Kirkpatrick 

Ushers Ray Nieves 
 

Mark Kirschbaum 
 

Altar Guild Tricia Smeltzer 

mailto:pat@baddourlaw.net


We Are Here to Serve You… 
 

James Kent, Pastor 
 

DCE Shawn Maassel, Family Life Ministry 
 
 

DCE Susan Fogleman, Youth Director 
 

Nancy Pope, Administrative Church Secretary 
 
 

Christine Marcus, Receptionist / Secretary 
 

Dr. Robert Beeson, Music Director 
 
 

Marilyn Beeson, Accompanist 
 
 

Tom Spragg, Property Management 
 

 

 

Little Lambs Preschool 
 

Angie Hohl, LLPS Program Director 
 

Laura Zeruto, Administrative Assistant 
 
 

 

 

College Student Care Packages 
 

First Lutheran will be sending ‘care packages’ to our college 
students who live away from home just prior to Valentine’s 
Day.  A list of desired items is posted in the church lobby.  If 
you have a college student away from home, please update 
their mailing address with the church office.  Any 
donations are appreciated through February 9!   

~ DCE Shawn Maassel 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


