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Matthew 3:13-17 

Baptism of Our Lord 

January 12, 2020 

“Joined Together as One” 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Today is the feast of Jesus’ baptism. Many of us might join with John the Baptist in asking, 

“Why?” as he says to Jesus, (Matthew 3:14) “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” We know what baptism is for … (LSC, Baptism) “It works forgiveness of sins, rescues 

from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe.” Does Jesus need these 

gifts? Certainly not! He’s sinless. He has power over death and the devil. He’s eternal. Why does 

Jesus, the Son of God, need to be baptized? John’s situation would be a little bit like if Jesus 

walked into our sanctuary today and said to me, “I’m here for Holy Communion!” My response 

would be just about like John’s, “I need to give you Holy Communion?” 

But as I think about it, a couple of examples came to mind that might help us understand why 

Jesus came to John to be baptized. 

I’m sure you’ve all heard of “hook and loop” fasteners. Maybe you’re more familiar with the 

term “Velcro,” that amazing material that makes the very distinctive “ripping” sound. It’s hard to 

hear that noise (RIP VELCRO PIECES) without immediately thinking about Velcro. I read a 

story behind this invention from a fellow pastor the other day. Like many inventions, it’s kind of 

interesting. One day back in the 1940s, an engineer named Georges de Mestral was walking his 

dog in the forests of Switzerland. He noticed how the burrs from bushes clung tightly to his 

dog’s fur. This gave him an idea which led to him creating a unique set of materials … one with 

tiny loops … the other with tiny hooks. When the loops and hooks came into contact, they stuck 

to each other. Combining the words “velvet” for the loops and “crochet” for the hooks, Georges 

dubbed his invention “Velcro.” And today, this universal material is used to join things together 
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that otherwise wouldn’t stick. Velcro secures things as diverse as the shoes of young children 

and equipment that would normally float aimlessly in space. It has become a near universal way 

to join things together. 

Another example we might be familiar with is husbands and wives. They meet somehow and 

become a couple. But, as a couple, they aren’t really joined together. Then one day one of them 

decides to “pop the question.” Assuming the answer is “yes” … they become engaged. But still, 

they aren’t truly joined together. They’re only engaged … they can still be easily separated. But 

they have a day picked out, a specified time when this will all change. And when that day 

arrives, the man and woman are joined together in marriage. The husband’s blessings and 

property become the wife’s … the wife’s become the husband’s. The husband’s debts also 

become the wife’s … the wife’s become the husband’s. It is a “Great Exchange” that takes place 

as the man and woman are joined together becoming one with each other. 

So … with those examples in mind … why did Jesus need to be baptized? Well, it wasn’t for 

the reasons you and I are baptized. Paul tells us, (Romans 6:4) “We were buried therefore with 

him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” Jesus was baptized in order to be joined to us 

… and so that we can be joined to Him. Martin Luther called this the “The Blessed Exchange.” 

Jesus – the sinless, eternal Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit – in His baptism is joined to 

the sins of all mankind … past, present, and future. Sins which cause eternal death through 

eternal separation from His Father.  Meanwhile, God joins mankind – sinful, doomed to eternal 

death – to His righteousness. 

And the instant Jesus’ baptism is complete, joined to us … He stands on the shore of the 

River Jordan. John the Baptist and crowds of people look on. The Holy Spirit comes to rest on 
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Him. And His Father announces from heaven, for all to hear, (Matthew 3:17) “This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Then, as the prophet Isaiah proclaimed centuries 

before, the Holy Spirit leads Him by the hand into His mission and ministry to be (Isaiah 42:6-7) 

“a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 

dungeon, from the prison … (of the) darkness (of sin) .” The Holy Spirit leads Him first into the 

wilderness to confront the devil himself and then into the world where He stands with all He’s 

been joined to … the sinful masses in need of redemption … in need of salvation. 

Throughout His time on earth Jesus stood with sinners … eating with tax collectors and 

prostitutes, forgiving adulterers as they stood by wells or faced angry mobs eager to exact 

judgement through stoning, healing the blind and deaf … the crippled …the leprous … and 

others, and raising the dead to new life. Jesus stood with sinners, showing through miracles, 

signs, wonders that He was who His Father said He was, “my beloved Son.” Bringing God’s 

mercy and forgiveness into His Father’s creation because … in His baptism He was joined to 

them. He traveled the countryside with their sins, along with ours, heaped upon His back 

journeying toward His destiny. 

Ultimately, Jesus came to Jerusalem … there He continued to carry our sins, attached to His 

sinless soul through the streets of Jerusalem as crowds mourned and mocked, crying and 

insulting. He lugged the immeasurable burden of our sins to top of Mount Calvary. There, in 

agony, nailed to the cross by humanity’s sins, He suffered separation, for the first time, from His 

Father shouting, (Mark 15:34) “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” and then 

breathed His last. Jesus, joined to our sins in His baptism, stands in for us, taking the punishment 

of death required for the sins of the world. Some of Jesus’ disciples took His lifeless body, along 

with the baggage of sin, from the cross and buried them all together in a nearby tomb.  
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For three days, the world continued turning. To all who looked on, nothing appeared to have 

changed. As was the custom, as soon as the Sabbath was over, Jesus’ disciples arrived at the 

tomb early on the first day of the week to finish the burial procedures. They came upon a 

perplexing scene though … nothing like what they left on Friday. The boulder sealing the grave 

had been thrown aside! The body had disappeared! And an angel of the Lord told them, 

(Matthew 28:5) “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not 

here, for He has risen, as He said.” Jesus Christ, the Son of God, destroyed the power of sin … 

removing it from those who believe in Him … by rising to new life and leaving sin and eternal 

death buried in the grave! Because Jesus humbly submitted to baptism … to be joined to us … 

and joining us to Him … the eternal effects of sin and death are no longer attached to us. (RIP 

VELCRO PIECES) While His righteousness and eternal life remain with us and all who believe.  

A bit ago I mentioned how astonished I would be if Jesus showed up this morning saying, 

“I’m here for Holy Communion!” But come to think about, He is here for Holy Communion. He 

has been present with us all morning … in His Word. And in His Sacrament, His body and blood 

will be joined to the bread and wine we will receive in a few moments! His body and blood, 

mysteriously present by His Word in the bread and the wine will be joined to us as we eat and 

drink at His table. His body and blood will nourish the faith received in our baptisms … where 

He first came to us, became part of us, joined us to Himself, made us a part of His family. We 

are also beloved sons and daughters of God our Father … as He sent the Holy Spirit upon Jesus 

before sending Him into the world. He has sent the same Holy Spirit into us as He sends us into 

the world.  

Sent, we Follow Him in Faith to do the work He calls us to do. A work that started here at 

First Lutheran Church 46 years ago this month when Al and Sally Plusch opened their home to 
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God’s children, including Jim and Ardith Harle for the first worship services in what would 

eventually become the place we worship today. Al and Sally, Jim and Ardith and many others 

followed Him in faith by allowing the Holy Spirit to take them by the hand, to become (Isaiah 

42:6-7) “a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners … who 

sit in darkness.” They went from a living room on Neptune Lane in Huntingtown in January 

1974 to First Lutheran Church and Little Lambs Preschool at the busiest intersection in Calvert 

County. And today, we continue God’s Story which He put into motion so long ago … as we 

continue to follow Him in faith through our time, talent, and treasure to improve our ability to 

joyfully proclaim God’s Word both in His house here and elsewhere while also improving our 

ability to enthusiastically share Christ’s love with our many neighbors through updated facilities 

to better support the preschool, food pantry, programs for families and young people, and our 

community. 

In these and many ways, we will continue to live our lives united with Christ (Romans 6:7, 

11) “set free from sin … and alive to God in Christ Jesus” as we await the ultimate fulfillment of  

God’s promises when we are brought by Jesus into the eternal presence of our Father in His new 

creation. 

May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

James Kent  


