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Luke 2:1-20 

Christmas 

December 24, 2019 

“Fear Not!” 

Merry Christmas … may God’s peace be with you all. Amen. 

Tonight, we hear a bold announcement … of a birth … the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

(Luke 2:10-11) “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”   

The announcement didn’t take place in Jerusalem … the big city and the place the kings, the 

Temple leaders, and other movers and shakers lived. It didn’t take place in Bethlehem, a small 

town about 6 miles from Jerusalem. It took place outside of Bethlehem … in the fields … to 

shepherds. And it happened at night. For perspective, the announcement of Jesus’ birth if done 

today, wouldn’t have taken place in Washington DC. It wouldn’t have taken place in Prince 

Frederick or Dunkirk. It would’ve taken place somewhere like Horse Swamp in Calvert County. 

Not exactly how most of us would announce the birth of a baby to the world. But … that’s the 

way God chose to announce the birth of His Son, Jesus Christ, to the world. 

Shepherds weren’t the kinds of people you’d hire to endorse your hot new product in hopes 

that the rest of the world would follow along. Yet, lowly shepherds were the very first to hear the 

good news of the Savior’s birth, not just for them, but (Luke 2:10) “… for all people.” The angel 

of the Lord simply gave them this piece of good news … and that this Savior would be 

somewhere in Bethlehem, the city of David. Then, a whole mess of angels … too many to even 

count in dazzling brightness … descended from heaven to praise God saying, (Luke 2:14) 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  Then 

the angels left … and there they were – a couple of shepherds, some sheep, and the darkness.  
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The shepherds had a couple of choices at this point. First, they could’ve just chalked the 

whole experience up to some bad lamb stew they ate for dinner and simply said, “Wow … that 

was weird” and gone back to the job of tending the sheep. Nobody would’ve been the wiser. 

Another possibility, they could’ve said something like, “A Savior … for all people!  That’s 

awesome!  But nobody will ever believe that one coming from us. We’re just uneducated 

shepherds … not some religious experts. Besides, we’ve gotta keep watch on these sheep. Who 

has time for a wild goose chase through Bethlehem looking for some baby? We’ve got work to 

do! Anyway … we’d be better off just keeping this news to ourselves.” 

But there was also a third option … go check out this thing which we’ve heard about. And 

that’s what they did. They said, (Luke 2:15-16) “‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’  And they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.”  

Thankfully the shepherds heard God’s Word and went to see what it was all about. It was just 

as the angel said – a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a rough wooden manger. 

Thankfully the shepherds saw, heard, and then told others … so that … we can see and hear the 

same good news.  

When the shepherds got to the stable, they declared God’s Word of “a Savior for all 

mankind” to Mary and Joseph. What a relief this must’ve been for Mary and Joseph! They 

finally heard from someone else that their son, the baby wrapped in strips of cloth and laid in a 

rough wooden manger, was, in fact, the Son of God … the long-promised Savior. 

The shepherds weren’t finished … they went back to work. But, as they did so, they joyfully 

glorified and praised God … they told everyone about this baby, born in Bethlehem, a Savior for 

all people. They weren’t deterred by thoughts they simply saw a mirage or ghost. They weren’t 
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deterred by the possible ridicule from others. These simple shepherds proclaimed God’s good 

news with unflinching boldness as they went back to their simple lives as shepherds in the fields. 

What’s our reaction to the good news God gives to us about this baby born 2000 years ago?  

From God’s Word, proclaimed through the ages by prophets, angels, and apostles, we know He’s 

the Son of God … we know He came to save all mankind from their sins and certain death … we 

know He has come to save us. We’ve heard the good news. That’s why we’re here … but, what 

do we do with that good news? It’s hard to enter into a hostile world and tell others the good 

news. But … there are so many the world needing to hear and see this good news. So, how do we 

react to this good news of great joy for all people? 

Are we a bit like the shepherds could’ve been … distracted or unsure? Might we be too busy 

with school, work, social engagements, worldly pursuits, and extra activities we want to do 

rather than attend to spending time hearing what God has in mind for us through His Word and 

prayer … and then doing that first? Or maybe we’re unsure or uncomfortable about sharing what 

we’ve seen and heard?  Perhaps thinking … that’s unbelievable … nobody will believe me if I 

told them. I’ll just keep the good news to myself … save myself the hassle of having to explain it 

to everyone. They can hear about it from someone more gifted than me at telling stories about 

God and theology. It’s hard to tune out distractions and doubt in our lives in order to focus first 

on God and His will for us. Especially when we don’t like it or understand it. 

Even Jesus encountered moments of difficulty with His Father’s will. But He shows us how 

to regain our focus. In the Garden, on the night He was betrayed, He prayed to His Father saying, 

(Luke 22:42) “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but 

Yours, be done.” What started on a cold night in Bethlehem, as Jesus was wrapped in strips of 

cloth and laid in a rough wooden manger, would soon be fulfilled. Jesus knew the agonizing pain 
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He would endure to be the Savior of all mankind. He pleaded with His Father to do something 

different … yet, He was obedient to His Father’s will to the end. A rough wooden manger led to 

a rough wooden cross. There the Son of God died to save us from the eternal effects of sin. 

He was wrapped in strips of cloth once again … and laid in a cave. Three days later, some of 

Jesus’ disciples came to His grave only to find … the tomb was open! An angel of the Lord, 

sitting on the stone said, (Matthew 28:5 (KJV)) “Fear not …” Where have we heard that before? 

Oh yeah … on a cold, dark night ... angels said to the shepherds, “Fear not!” Then – strips of 

cloth enveloped the newborn Jesus to keep Him warm in a cold stable. Now – similar strips of 

cloth were to bind Him tightly in death in a cold dark cave. But, as the disciples entered the cave, 

the cloth strips were loosed … folded by themselves in a corner. Years ago, the shepherds heard, 

“Fear not” and ran off to tell the world about the Savior’s birth. Now the disciples, hearing 

“Fear not,” rushed off to tell others about the Savior’s resurrection to new life by which all who 

believe in Him receive the gifts of forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Tonight, God calls to us, “Fear not!” Just as He called the shepherds and disciples centuries 

ago … He calls to us to share His good news for all people, everywhere! Tell them what you’ve 

seen and heard! God doesn’t ask us to use big, fancy words. He doesn’t require us to have special 

authority. Through our baptisms, God gives us the only thing we need … faith in His promises of 

forgiveness of all our sins and eternal life with Him. A faith He nourishes whenever we read and 

hear His Word. Thus nourished, we follow the shepherds – proclaiming the same good news of 

great joy for all people in our faith-filled words and acts of love. Let us tell the world what the 

angels have told us, (Luke 2:11, 24:5-6, 12:40) “Fear not! … Unto you is born … a Savior … 

(He) has risen … (and He) is coming (again)” to bring all who believe back into His kingdom. 

With this good news, may the peace of Christ be with you all. Merry Christmas. Amen. 

James Kent  


