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James 5:7-11, Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11 

Advent 3a 

December 15, 2019 

That Changes Everything! 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ His Son.  Amen. 

James’ letter encourages us, (James 5:7) “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of 

the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until 

it receives the early and the late rains.” Farmers plant … then they wait … patiently. No effort 

on their part can make the crops grow faster. No work on their end can make the calendar turn 

over quicker. They simply wait patiently … through the rainy days … the sunny days … 

watching the crops grow … then suddenly, it seems, they’re ready. One day the crop’s still 

coming into perfection … then the day comes and everything changes.  

As we enter into the final weeks of Advent, drawing closer to Christmas, patience like this 

might be in short supply. I remember when I was a kid … back in the old days before Amazon 

Prime delivery, cell phones and text messages, and digital downloads … back in the good old 

days … patience was a virtue developed in these days of early- to mid-December. Packages 

showed up in the mail … after a one- to two-week trip overland to my home in Arizona from 

distant relatives, courtesy of the U.S. Postal Service. They were placed under the tree … where 

they waited and waited. Or rather, I should say, my brothers and I waited and waited. We’d pick 

out our gifts from under the tree each night … eyeing them, maybe shaking and jiggling them … 

trying to figure out what joy would come forth when Christmas Day came and we finally got to 

open them. Finally, December 25th … after lunch to be exact (my parents were an odd lot) … the 

moment comes and things are changed! From hoping and guessing … to seeing and knowing! 

Advent is just that … it’s a time of waiting patiently. But it’s a little different for us gathered 

here today … or it ought to be. I know we’re waiting patiently for Christmas, the day to celebrate 
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our Savior’s birth in the little town of Bethlehem. But the difference for us is this – we know our 

Savior was born already. What we’re reminded of in Advent is how that amazing birth leads, one 

day, to the greatest gift of all … Jesus’ second coming! When He will gather all who believe in 

Him together and bring us into His eternal kingdom! That’s what Advent is all about! Waiting 

patiently for the coming of the Lord! And allowing God, through His Word to prepare us for that 

day … giving us a glimpse of what that day will look like through His Word. Getting to “shake 

the boxes” so to speak by hearing His description of what that glorious day will be like. God’s 

Word gives us a peak, an idea, using the best human language possible. What we know is this … 

that Day of the Lord will come … when it does, everything will be completely changed! 

Visualize the images in Isaiah describing that day, for all who believe in His Word and 

promises, when the Son of God returns … and everything changes. (Isaiah 35:1-4) “The 

wilderness and the dry land … the desert shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and 

singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it … ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God … 

will come and save you.’” God will show up … everything will be changed! Barren, arid deserts 

and wastelands – teeming with life! Strong trees, like those that once grew in Lebanon – growing 

abundantly. Blind eyes and deaf ears – opened! Useless legs – leaping! Silent tongues – singing 

for joy!  

In a few days … we’ll celebrate the first coming of our Savior … the birth of the King of 

kings! When He came into the world, in an instant, He began to change everything! 

On a normal night. In a nondescript village. In a common stable housing cows, sheep, and 

donkeys. A baby was born. He was laid in a feeding trough … built with wood timbers. This 

stable, this manger … the moment Jesus came into them, everything changed.  
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No longer common, rough objects … by Jesus’ presence, the stable became the King of 

king’s palace, the manger was transformed into the Prince of Peace’s cradle. I can only imagine 

the joy for Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and angels, and later, the wisemen from the east as 

they came into Jesus’ presence. Jesus came into their lives … everything changed. 

Years later, the baby grew into a man. He was asleep on small, roughhewn, wooden fishing 

boat, in the middle of the Sea of Galilee. Suddenly a storm came up and put Jesus and His 

disciples into life-threatening peril! The waves crashed and overflowed into the boat. While the 

disciples tried to save themselves, the boat began to sink! At a loss for what to do they woke the 

sleeping Jesus. The King of kings rose. He spoke, (Mark 4:39) “Peace! Be still!” Obeying their 

creator – the wind stopped; the sea became glassy calm. Jesus spoke … everything changed. 

No longer a common fishing boat … in the presence of God, the boat became the flagship in 

a royal fleet. Carrying the King. While His court was outwardly amazed, inside I imagine their 

joy as Jesus changed their fortunes. Jesus entered their lives … everything changed. 

Jesus, the Son of God, has entered into His creation. The moment He did, everything began 

to change. However, despite His presence in our lives still today, things can seem to be the same. 

That’s because, though His kingdom has begun to break in, it is not yet fully here. As we live in 

“the now” … Satan is still in His death throes. He knows his time is short … so he works 

through some in the world to bring about doubt in God’s promises. To bring about uncertainty in 

His Word. To make us suspect of Jesus’ claims to be the Son of God … the one whose presence 

changes everything! Lacking what man calls meaningful evidence of God’s hand in His creation, 

the devil causes many to rely on themselves and the things of the world – knowledge, success, 

possessions, or substances – to bring some kind of love, peace, joy, and hope. Though this love, 
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peace, joy, and hope might arrive for a moment, it’s fleeting … only temporary. In the end, 

nothing’s actually changed when we place our trust in ourselves and the world first.  

This doubting and skepticism in God and trust in self and other created things is caused by 

sin – the result of Satan’s evil work in the world … work he’s been at ever since he sowed just 

enough doubt in Adam and Eve’s minds to cause them to fall into sin … sin we’ve inherited and 

have been living with ever since. But this condition is not what God our Father desires. So, He 

sent His only Son, Jesus, into the world … to change everything … (John 3:16) “that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” Nevertheless, the devil is strong and can 

still create doubt in even the most faithful of God’s people. None of us is immune … 

In the gospel, we hear how even John the Baptist, sent by God Himself to prepare the way for 

His own Son, had his doubts about Jesus. Even though he saw the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus 

like a dove. Despite hearing God, the Father Himself say, (Matthew 3:17) “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased,” doubt attacked John. After all, he had done everything God 

told him to do. He preached repentance to the people. He stood up to the Pharisees, Sadducees, 

and scribes. He even lived in the wilderness eating only bugs and wild honey while clothed in 

scratchy camel hair tunics. And for all his trouble … he’s now rotting in prison. It’s logical that 

he’s having doubts … shouldn’t Jesus be ushering in His Kingdom now?! Why wait?! John, his 

patience at an end, does a seemingly reasonable thing. He sends his disciples to ask Jesus, 

(Matthew 11:3) “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 

Jesus has been stacking up evidence of His true identity. Referring to Isaiah’s 700-year old 

prophecy, Jesus reminds John and his disciples that He’s restored paralyzed legs, returned sight 

to the blind and speech to the mute, and raised the dead. Jesus responds, (Matthew 11:4) “Go 

and tell John what you hear and see.” Jesus is present in creation … and everything’s changing. 
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Or has it? Just as John’s imprisonment caused him to doubt, Jesus’ disciples were in for their 

own time of doubt. The Roman Cross back then was a bloody, gruesome, agonizing symbol of 

death. Yet Jesus entered into this punishment willingly … to die in this repulsive, hideous, and 

ghastly way. By His death, the perfect man … also fully God … paid the ransom price for all 

mankind which enables all who believe to receive forgiveness of sin from God. Jesus’ presence 

on the wooden cross … changed everything! 

On this gruesome, instrument of torture … fashioned by two wooden timbers … Jesus, the 

Son of God, began His reign as King of kings, Lord of lords. On that cross, He changed 

everything … the cross into His throne … judgment into forgiveness. 

Then He was buried … sealed behind a boulder in a tomb carved into the side of rocky hill. 

For three days, it looked as though nothing had changed. When suddenly, the Son of God turned 

a place of death, rotting, and decay into new life! His disciples fear and doubt changed into joy! 

He burst forth from that tomb … changing everything! Eternal death into everlasting life. 

Because of His death and resurrection … Jesus changes everything! For all who believe, 

though once dead in sin and doomed for eternal separation from God in the fires of hell, God 

gives eternal life with Him in His new creation. 

In Baptism … Jesus, the Word made flesh, enters ordinary, common water … it is changed 

into the Water of Life. His presence in the water through His Word cleanses us from sin … gives 

us faith … and allows the Holy Spirit to take up residence in our hearts.  He changes everything 

… from enemies of God into His children … brothers and sisters in Christ. In an instant God 

welcomes us to His highway, the Way of Holiness. He protects us from all dangers … the lions 

and ravenous beasts of temptation with which Satan tries to attack us … the foolishness of the 

world’s false wisdom which tries to divert us away from His presence. 
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As His children, we travel together on God’s Highway of Holiness. There He continues to 

strengthen us through His Word and Sacrament. Jesus’ real presence in these gifts brings 

continued forgiveness for the times we slip off His highway in our sin. Jesus, in our lives … 

continues to change everything … restoring us to holiness again. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we believe … we trust … we wait patiently … living 

Advent lives as James encourages, (James 5:7) “until the coming of the Lord.” On that day, 

because of Jesus, everything will, at last, be fully changed! The patient waiting will be over, the 

shaking of boxes finished, and we shall see, with our own eyes, and hear, with our own ears, the 

glory of the Lord. And we will stand in His presence on strong legs, while joyfully singing 

praises to Him with our own tongues. (Isaiah 35:10) “The ransomed of the LORD … everlasting 

joy shall be upon (our) heads; (we) shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall 

flee away.” Everything will be changed! 

May the God of peace guard your hearts until the day of our Lord’s return.  Amen. 

James Kent 

Theme inspired by Rev. Dr. Glenn Nielson, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, “Rejoice: God 

Changes Everything,” Concordia Pulpit Resources, Vol 30, Part 1 (2019) 


